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SUBJ: SALE OF AMACS TO PAKI STAN
REF: A) ISLLHAArD 12237; B) NEW DELHI 14815
1. SECRET - ENTIRE TEIT.

2. I AM PLIASED THEAT PRESIDENT ZIA APPEARS TO
UNDERSTAND THE PIFFICULTIES HE HAS CREATED FOR THE
CONGRESS ON THE QUESTION OF FUTURE U.S. SECURITY
ASSISTANGE TO PARISTAN BY DISMISSING HIS PRIME
MINISTER AND NAMIONAL ASSEMBLY (REF A). I AM
CONCERNED, HOVEFER, TEAT HE MAY NOT UNDERSTAND-—-OR MAY
NOT BE FORCED ™0 ACENOWLEDGE--THER FULL EXTENT OF THE
ACTIONS EE WILY HAVE TO TAKE TO ENABLE THE U.S. TO
EXTRICATE ITS SDUTH ASIA POLICY FROM THE BIND IN WHICH
EE EAS PLACED 1IN,

3. U.S. RELATIQNS WITH PAKISTAN IN THE WAKE OF THE
EVENTS OF MAY 29 WILL BE SCRUTINIZED BY OTHER
COUNTRIES IN THE REGION (AND PROBABLY AROUND THE
WORID) FOR PROOF OF THE BONAFIDES OF OUR PROFESSED
POLICY OF SUPPORTING TEE GROWTE OF DEMOCRACY. AS I
POINTED OUT IN REF B, CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION OF
AWACS AFTER ZIAN BHAS ABROGATED THREE YEARS OF
IMPRESSIVE PROGRESS TOWARD DEMOCRACY IN FPAKISTAN WOULD
BE A DEVASTATING BLOVW TO OUR CREBIBILITY AS A CHAMPION
OF DEMOCRACY AND BEUMAN RIGETS. IT WOULD ALSO VALIDATE
IN THE MINDS OF MANY THE PERENNIAL CHARGES OF QUR
ADVIRSARIZS ng: VHIRE PAKISTAN IS CONCERNED, THE U.S.

£.0. 12356: DEGL :0ADR
TAGS: PREL, MASS, US, PK, IN

IS WILLING TO SUBORDINATE ALL OTHER INTERESTS TO SOME
PRESUMED STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES. OUR COMMON VICTORY
OVER THE SOVI IN AFGEANISTAN SERVES BOTH U.S. AND
PAKISTANI INTERESTS, BUT IT IN NO WAY OBLIGATES THE
U.S. TO OVERLODK THOSE ASPECTS OF PAKISTANI POLICY
VHERE OUR NATIONAL INTERESTS DO NOT COINCIDE.

4. 1 CAN ATTEST THAT THERE IS PERVASIVE SKEPTICISM IN
INDIA (AND, I BELIEVE, THROUGHOUT THE REGION) ABOUT
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GEN. ZIAS PROMISES OF ELECTIONS. NO ONE 70O WHOM 1I
HAVE TALKED SINCE MAY 20 BELIEVES THAT TRE® U.S. IS 80
NAIVE AS TO TAKE THESE PROMISES AT FACE VALUE EITHER.
HISTORY BEARS ELOQUENT TESTIMONY TO THE EVANESCENCE OF
PROMISES. I STRONGLY URGE TEAT ANY FURTHRER DISCUSSION
OF AWACS BE HELD IN ABEYANCE NOT FOR JUST A FEV DAYS
OR UNTIL ZIA MAKES NEW PROMISES BUT POR AS LONG AS IT
TA¥ES FOR ZIA TO DEMONSTRATE BY DEED HIS COMMITMENT TO
A TRULY DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT.
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