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FOR THE PRESIDENT ONLY

USSR  The MIRV-equipped
58-18 ICBM may now be

operational. This ver- The Soviets appear to have com-
ston of the 85-18 1s pleted the conversion of two more
the Sovietls largest groups of 55-9 silos for the $5-18.
MIRV migsile and has Each of fhese groups contains six
been tested with asg sil1os; at one location the Soviets
many ag 10 ra-entry ve- tate last year apparently began
hiales. stockpiling warheads used with

MIRV systems. No warhead canis-
ters of any type have been ob-
served at the locatijon of the
cther group.

The Soviets now have 48 opera-
tional S$S5-18 launchers and are
working on 86 more. The conver-
sion program probably will bhe com-
pleted in 1980, giving them 308
operational §$5-18 Jaunchers. Most
of these launchers will probably
be equipped with the MIRVY version
of the 5$5-18,

The MIRV-equipped $5-1B has been
tested with varying numbers of re-
entry vehicles, On most eof its
early test flights it carried

eight re-~entry vehicles--four large
and four small, Since mid-1875
most of the missiles have carried

10 of the smaller re-entry vehicles.
Both the eight- and ten-re=entry ve-
hicle types have been tested exten-
sively, suggesting that both will

be fielded.
* * *
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