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CONNECTING RECENT RIOTS, KIDNAPPINGS AND STUDENT KILLINGS 

REF : A) JAKARTA 4985, B) JAKARTA 4680 

1. (U) CLASSIFIED BY POLCOUNS ED MCWILLIAMS REASONS 1.5 (B) AND 
(D) • 

2. (C) SUMMARY: THE LEADER OF THE FACT-FINDING TEAM INVESTIGATING 
THE RIOTS AND SEXUAL ASSAULTS/RAPES WHICH, ACCORDING TO WELL­
FQUNDED REPORTING, TRANSPIRED IN A NUMBER OF INDONESIAN .CITIES IN 
MAY, HAS TESTIFIED BEFORE A PARLIAMENTARY COMMISSION ABOUT THE 
TEAM! S PRELIMINARY FINDINGS. HE SAID THAT THE TEAM HAD A liVERY 
STRONG BASIS OF EVIDENCE THAT SEXUAL ASSAULTS AND RAPES OCCURRED. II 

HE ALSO STATED THAT THE TEAM BELIEVED THE RIOTS MAY HAVE BEEN· 
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CONNECTED TO THE KIDNAPPING AND TORTURE OF POLITICAL ACTIVISTS AND 
TO THE SHOOTING DEATH OF STUDENTS AT TRISAKTI UNIVERSITY. HE 
CLAIMED HE HAD ABRI COMMANDER GENERAL WIRANTO'S ASSURANCE THAT THE 
TEAM COULD INTERVIEW MEMBERS OF THE MILITARY HONOR BOARD WHICH 
INVESTIGATED THE INVOLVEMENT OF SENIOR MILITARY LEADERS, INCLUDING 
LT. GENERAL PRABOWO (RET), ABOU';I' THE KIDNAPPINGS SO AS TO EXPLORE 
THE POSSIBILITY OF LINKS. SEPARATELY, A SENIOR MILITARY OFFICIAL 
HAS STATED THAT PRABOWO WILL SOON FACE A COURT MARTIAL. 
UNCONFIRMED REPORTING CLAIMS THAT SOME OF THE STILL-MISSING 
ACTIVISTS MAY BE ALIVE BUT IN VERY POOR CONDITION. WE NOTE THAT 
I IALSO 
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INTERIM TEAM REPORT ON SUBJECT OF SEXUAL ASSAULT AND RAPES: 

3. (U) THE LEADER OF THE GOVERNMENT-ORGANIZED FACT FINDING TEAM 
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INVESTIGATING THE MAY RIOTING (AND RAPES) TESTIFIED BEFORE A 
PARLIAMENTARY COMMISSION ON SEPTEMBER 24. HIS TESTIMONY, AS 
ANTICIPATED REF A, INCLUDED AN AFFIRMATION THAT THE TEAM HAD SOLID 
EVIDENCE THAT SEXUAL ASSAULT AND RAPES HAD OCCURRED. HE STATED 
THAT THE TEAM "HAD FOUND THAT THERE (WAS) A VERY STRONG BASIS OF 
EVIDENCE THAT SEXUAL ASSAULTS AND ALSO RAPES OCCURRED DURING THE 
RIOTS." HE ADDED THAT THE TEAM WAS SEEKING ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
REGARDING SEXUAL ASSAULTS (INCLUDING RAPE) IN SOLO, SQRABAYA, 
MEDAN, PALEMBANG AND LAMPUNG, AS WELL AS JAKARTA. (COMMENT: WE 
ARE AWARE OF INVESTIGATIONS ALSO REGARDING SEXUAL ASSAULT/RAPE IN 
BEKASI AND TANGERANG. END COMMENT) 

4. (C) CHARLES HIMAWAN, A MEMBER OF THE INDONESIAN HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSION WHO HAS BEEN ASSISTING THE FACT FINDING TEAM AS LIAISON 
WITH THE COMMISSION, TOLD POLOFF SEPTEMBER 24 THAT THE TEAM HAD 
BEEN ABLE TO GATHER EVIDENCE FROM MEDICAL WORKERS AND OTHERS WITH 
DIRECT ACCESS TO VICTIMS. MARZUKI DID NOT ELABORATE ON THE TEAM'S 
SOURCES IN HIS PUBLIC TESTIMONY. 

TEAM LEADER SUSPECTS LINKS BETWEEN RIOTS AND OTHER INVESTIGATIONS: 

5. (U) MARZUKI, . WHO IS ALSO VICE CHAIRPERSON OF THE INDONESIAN 
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, TOLD THE PARLIAMENTARIANS THAT THE TEAM 
BELIEVED THERE WERE LINKS BETWEEN THE RIOTS, THE ABDUCTIONS/TORTURE 
OF POLITICAL ACTIVISTS AND THE SHOOTING DEATH OF FOUR TRISAKTI 
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS. "THESE CONDITIONS (THE RIOTING) WERE SHAPED 
BY THE SHOOTING AT TRISAKTI, BUT WERE ALSO AFFECTED BY A SERIES OF 
VIOLENT ACTS AGAINST ACTIVISTS AND STUDENTS AND ABDUCTIONS OF 
THEM," MARZUKI TOLD THE PARLIAMENTARY COMMISSION. 
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6. (U) MARZUKI ADDED THAT THE TEAM WAS LOOKING INTO THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT THE MILITARY MIGHT BE INVOLVED IN THE RIOTS. I!WE 
ARE LOOKING VERY CLOSELY INTO THAT POSSIBILITY AND INTO A VARIETY 
OF POSSIBILITIES OF LINKS BUT WE CANNOT MAKE ANY FIRM CONCLUSION AT 
THIS MOMENT. I! 

7 . (U) MARZUKI SAID THAT THE TEAM WAS SEEKING ACCESS TO THE 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE RECENT MILITARY HONOR BOARD WHICH TOOK TESTIMONY 
FROM FORMER LT. GENERAL PRABOWO AND OTHER .SENIOR MILITARY OFFICIALS 
IN CONNECTION WITH THE ' KIDNAPPING AND TORTURE OF POLITICAL 
ACTIVISTS. MARZUKI TOLD THE PARLIAMENTARIANS THAT I! THE ABRI 
COMMANDER (WIRANTO) HAS ASSURED US THAT WE CAN HAVE DIRECT ACCESS 
TO THE MEMBERS OF THE (HONOR BOARD) AND THEY WILL BE PREPARED,TO 
PROVIDE INFORMATION TO THE TEAM." 

PRABOWO YET TO FACE COURT MARTIAL? 

8. (U) SEPARATELY, MILITARY POLICE COMMANDER MAJOR GENERAL SYAMSU 
DJALAL TOLD THE PRESS, SEPTEMBER 24, THAT FORMER LT. GENERAL 
PRABOWO WOULD BE BROUGHT BEFORE A MILITARY TRIBUNAL AFTER 11 
MEMBERS OF THE ARMY'S SPECIAL FORCES (KOPASSUS) WERE TRIED FOR 
THEIR ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT IN THE KIDNAPPING OF DISSIDENTS. HE 
CLAIMED THAT THE COURT MARTIAL WOULD BEGIN SOON. 
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9. (C) I I TOLD 
LABATT, SEPTEMBER 24, THAT THERE IS REPORTING THAT THREE OF THE 14 
MISSING ACTIVISTS ARE STILL ALIVE BUT THAT THEY WERE II PHYSICALLY 
AND PSYCHOLOGICALLY RUINED AND PARALYZED.II ACCORDING TO THIS 
REPORTING, ABRI IS UNWILLING TO ADMIT THEY ARE STILL ALIVE AND 
RELEASE THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR OBVIOUS SEVERE MISTREATMENT/TORTURE. 
EARLIERJ 

I I TOLD POLCOUNS THAT THERE WAS EVIDENCE 
THAT TWO OF THE VICTIMS WERE STILL ALIVE, BUT WERE IN VERY BAD 
CONDITION. 

10. (C) COMMENT: REF B REPORTED THAT THE I· 

ELIEVED THAT THERE WERE LINKS AMONG THE MAY RIOTS, THE 
~~~~ KILLINGS AND THE KIDNAPPING/TORTURE OF ACTIVISTS. 
SPECIFICALLY, HE TOLD POLCOUNS HE BELIEVED THAT A JOINT SECURITY 
FORCE UNIT, OPERATING CLANDESTINELY WITH THE KN'OWLEDGE OF SENIOR 
OFFICIALS, MAY HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN ALL THREE CRIMINAL ACTIONS. 
HE ASSESSED THAT SUCH AN OPERATION HAD A PRECEDENT IN THE NOTORIOUS 
MULTI-FORCE OPERATION CODE-NAMED IIPETRUSII WHICH WAS CONDUCTED IN 
1984-85 AND WHICH TARGETED ALLEGED CRIMINAL ELEMENTS IN JAKARTA FOR 
KIDNAPPING AND KILLING. MARZUKI AND THE RIOT FACT-FINDING TEAM 
APPEAR TO BE MOVING IN THE SAME DIRECTION WITH THEIR ANALYSIS. 
ROY 
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