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Frank orened the discussion by ruviewiny the shopping list of

possible U5 actions which hick Nurghy bad brought over last

evening. He said dennis f0s55 would be coordinating with Rica

~raitage so *rank could brief the President today. :

Yap felt it clearly was time to drop any pretense of even~handedness.

Ke should no longer talk about ending the war “with mo winners or

losers.% liran is the aggressor in this case; and ve should not

only be supportive of Jrag, but.should be seen to be supportive.

This is an opyportuhity to recoup some of our standing in the

region and reyaic credibility with the Arab states, hith regard

to . accelerating arrival of the CVBG in the XC, Cap pointed oat

that if ve are goiug to do it, we slould take action pow, since

it will take a vhile for the battle group to tramnsit. Defense

#ould not want to put the carrier into the Persian Guli, but

having it on-station in the Northern lrabdian Sea made sense.

| FeCinTn

discussion ot the FHS dept restructuring issue. The Froblem is
basically a political one, Frank observed, Tf we provide reliet for
‘gypt and others, the domestic prograz constituencies vill be up in
arms, and the Weat trom the hill will be intesse, Caf covnented that
there are sound nmational security reasons from trying to provide
;yypt some daebt reliet, “gypt is critical to the HMideast peace
process; and in a contingency, ve could well require Fkgyptian
cooperation in the matter of bases, or other supporte Car said he
intended to raise tbhe r4¢ dept issue vith the President, and urge

hin to direct 3aker to be more forthcoming, Fven if domestic
pressures preclude our doing any more, it vould be useful tor the
~duinistratioa to be s¢en (by the rgyptians) as at least atteapting to
provide yreater reliet. (’rank asked me to obtain talking points for
tha President to use vith vap, I passed the requirescat to Steve
Tarrar who has provided them to Bob Pearson,) Tiscussion then
returned to tae issue or Surphy's shopping list. Frapk costinued

to go through tbe itemss, and rap vas generally supportive and
reiterated his viev tbat we snould not only take action to assist
_“rag but ensure that the assistance is visible.

’his led to a

£agist ‘problea
is not lack of weazons, but one of leadership and morale. We need to
stiften thea up sone vay. *rank observed that if ve are looking
for a sysbolic jesture, the sending of a team to discuss theic
needs with the Irayis aight be a good approach. Cap agreeed, and
tne discussion ended on Sgat uote, .
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Frunk opened the discussion by reviewiny the soopping list or

pOsEible 0% acqions which Dick surpby had brought over last

evaniny, #e said lennis Ross would be coordinating with xich

-rmitage so ¢rdok could prief the Fresident today.

< ap Telt it clqarlx vas time to drop uny pretense of even—handedness,

w¢ should no ldnyer talk about ending the war "with no vinners ox

logers," 7Iran lis the aggressor in this case; and ve should not

only ne suypo:ﬂive cf Trag, but should be seen to bc sugportive.

“ais is an opportunity to recoup sowe of our standing in tae

region and reqdin.ctedioility with the rrab states. With regard

to accelerating arrival of the CVBG in tae 10, Cap zointed out

that ir we are (going to do it, ve should take action pow, sioce

1t will take a wvhile ror the hattle group to trassit. Defense

would not vant to put the carrier into the Persian Gulf, but

maving it on station in the Wortherm Arabian Sea msade sense,

~om«¢one asked vhether there is.a non~nuclear battle group presently

ip the Hed that could be used for the IO, Ro one knew whether one

ot both of the carriers now in the Hed vere nuclear. CL)(J
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1he jproblew is

1aSical a political one, Frank observed. I we provide relief for
toe dosestic proyran comstituencies will be up in QQ)(Q{S )
arns, and the hgdt from the hill will be iutense. _ta; comaented that

there are soun al security reasons froa trying to rovide

A Discussion then -
feturned to theissue of Hurphy's shopping liste Frank continued
to go turough the itess, and Cap was geberally supportive and

" peitarated nis yiﬁv that ve should mot only take acticn to assist
srag bat ensure that the assistance is visible, "gven if they
aon't need (U.>,) aras, ve should make the orffer,% he felt, to
inpress on the Jragis our bomna fides and show the other Arabs as
weil that we want to be supportive. Others vere¢ not =sure that
an aras sale orier would be appropriate, or that it wculd play well
politically bere. “there vould be perception problews, Some vould
Sujgest it was a ploy by the president to deflect criticisam of the
.ran arus deal.] -n inconclusive discussion easued abouat the

- Legality of providing aras to the Yragis through third parties,

«tCe -0 OnE Was sure hov the law might constrain our authoriziag
G countries o transfer US eguipsent to Traq, e.ds Cap agreed the
arms would be essentially a symbolic gesture. fhe Irayis' problea
is not lack of weapons, but one of leadership and morale, Ue meed to
stiffen thes up sose way. Frank observed that if we are looking

for a syabolic gestute, the sending of a team to discuss their

poeds vith tane Scagis might be a good approacs. cap agreeed, and

the discussion ?nﬂea on that notes .






