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In refersnce to Warsaw's 791 of November 21, the following informa-
tion could be conveyed to appropriate foreign diplomatic personnel in :

Warsaw, ~ J[
It is true that the Chinese Commmists have built three atomic ?)‘
reactora. Ume of these, which has a power output of 7=10 MW, was sup= \‘ -~

plied by the Soviets. There are two other known Chinese reactors of

2 MW capacity each and the exlstence of a third 2 MW reactor is sus-
pected. All of these reactors are designed for research, They could be
converted to the production of plutonium but their combined output, even
over a long period, would be insufficient to support even an experimental
weapons program, If the Chinese are embarking oh a nuclear weapons de=-
velopment program, they will not use any of the reactors mown to have
besen built for peaceful purposes, but will construct speclal facllities
for the productien of fissionable materials,

For your information, the intelligence commmity has recently re-
examined available evidenca on Chinese progress toward & nuclear capa=-
bility and has reaffirmed its estimate that 1963 is the most likely date
for the complation of a first Chinese nuclear device. This estimate is,
of course, affected by & number of factors which cannot now be predicted.
The most important of these 1s the scale and pace of Scviet assistance to
‘the Chinese in the atomic energy field. This assistance has been con-
giderable in the past, but there is good reason to believe that the cur-
yoent political dissensions have caused a severe cut back in Soviet aid
which could stall the Chinese nuclear weapons program for some time,
There is 1little doubt, however, that the Chinese have attained a com-
petance in atamic energy which would enabls them eventually to produce
a weapon of thelr own, even with no further Soviet assistance.

Regarding the uliogod atomic explosion in the Gobli desert region,
to date intelligence has received no evidence which would lead to the

conclusion that an atomic a:plonim has occurred anywhere in Communist
Oh'l.na.
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