+ ! gy Y O

Al
AR
videe

(U)

.
o
,

"OPPOSITION

G eee slowmscacw
. .




. pesa—— -
M’ - = = L Ve
. BACKGROUND - - . Tt . .t
- . . - e . ", T . -
. . . - - . N - . - I3
.

" Roots of Religious Opposition.In Iran U U
. (U) " Recent unrest in Iran has highlighted tra- ... '
) ditional oppositian by religious leaders to the gov~ -+ . -°-
+© .- ernment, ' This opposition manifested by the religious . el
© ., - community in Iran originated in an Islamic schism T
AR that ocecurred shortly after the Prophet Mohammed died. -~ ™
.+.2-= . in 632 AD., The Proghet's.son-in-law aAli and Muawiya, .. -,
«.7..- @& descendent of previocus-rulers of the Islamic com= - Lt
c.-w  wunity, became embroiled in a. struggle of succession. - - :i-
. ¢ When Ali was murdered, his chief opponent was chosen S
" +-.. a3 leader by the majority of Muslims. Thosé wha ... -~ 0.
.+ favored Ali becams his followers and were known as ... -y
the shiat-al-Ali.  The line of succession for the - . =
. ... Shiite is from Mohammed through Ali and his descend= -, .=
' ©hLet ents to the last of 12 Imams, . the spiritual and tem- - : 2t
+ - 7. - poral leaders of Shiite Islam. The last Imam disap= - 'n:i.
' -.. .. peared-in the 1l0th Century and will return some day i
: ... & - t0 redeem man.' The declaration of Shiite Islam as IR
. .77t the state religion by the Safavid Dynasty in the 16th * .7 *.
. ~ century further divided Iran from the rest of the o
.- T+ . Sunnite Islamic community. . : '

- . {(0) The interpretation of -z.igious law in Zran * T
. . - is made by the Ulama, religious .caders of tha Shiite -- =
- - community, even though the individual follower of Ise -

‘ lam theoretically does not need an intermediary be-

" tween himself and God., The Mujtahid provides reli- .
gious leadership to the people and makes judgments on
religious conduct (figure 1). Since interpretation
of the law involves all facets of 1life —- including
gocial, economic,and political matters -— the reli-
glous leader inevitably comes into opposition to the
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e Uhivgraaliy recognized hy shiite community as religious:
"presently unoccupied, =,1

== High atatus‘in the Shiita community, and the highest honox,

' pext to the above, .that a Shiite leader can attain. o

. Literally, "the sign of God." - L

== Mugt-have completed -a course of religious studies and re= o
ceive authorization from a qualified Mujtahid, Must also ';
. have raccgnition from layman and scholars in the reliqious
ccmmunity

=~ Works st the community 1evel as’a 1eader knowledgeable in -
religious precepts; individual is nob as extensively .
schooled ag the above. Loa L.
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state or its agents, .The Ulama consider the Shah a . o

subject under Islamic law and answerable to those .

who interpret it. : Re is seen as a temporal rulez .- .7
of the Iranians until the last of the Imam returns . .
to provide salvation for all, . = . ¢ . ... _o-e s

Tt 00 (0) " Religious leaders have in-modern :timas -:-. .-
7w playéed. a preminent rols in antigoverament activi-
;. ties, During the latter half of the 19th gentury, - .-
- they were instrumental in thwarting efforts by - -1~ .:
: Naser=i-Din Shah to grant concassions to foreign=. - -
.. ers who would bava "Westernized® Iran. Their age" .
-~ tive opposition to the British tobacco concession -
-~ in 1892 led to a cancellation of foreign monopoliass. -
. - In the early 1900s, raligious leaders were divided - -
.7, on the issua of constitutional reform, but the maw : .~
"', Jority eventually supported the political dissidenkts .-
;- ‘'Who forced the Shah into signing the comstitution, - --
-The Ulama appeared to support the constitution as 2 .- -
- atep toward modernization, but they were adtually
- in’ favor of the document because it could be usad "
to limit the Shak's power. ..Although their current ..~ -
7. demand for-a return to "constitutional rule® is an .. -. -
- .- ack of defiance to the. Shak, the leaders have not = - RN
<> - acted 20 boldly as to prompk a. direct and harsh ree .- N
" ackior hy the Monarch, who would probably not. like - -
;' £0 be seen as opposing "constitutional rule® per se. .
T (0) Reza Shah, who founded the present Pahlavi -:
-,. «dynasty, -wideried the divisiocn between the religigus .
.. cemmunity and- the government when he embarked en a
. number- of, reforms and modernization efforts. - Sinca
. then,. the influence and powers of the religious . -
" Jeaders have gradually eroded. o Sh
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