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sussgeT:  Possible Indian Desire for Nuclear Weapons Developmap}d-“lw'f'ﬂ_i‘_;f e 7‘{‘5'} ¥
Tinr Srether ), Coaleabds, ) “oowilian -t £ eoredo f
' L urida nsay b -c&.'zu}d-"f' Uit
r— Yes, India could produce = nu-lear weapon in tuo ya2ars orso.i? it wanted to;
but it has no inteation of doing sc., That, in essence, is the comment of two
leading Indian atomic energy officials on the statement wade to the press in New
Delhi on February 2, 1951 by their chief, Dr. Homi J, BHABHA, Chairman of the
Indian Atomic knergy Commission (ses New Delhi D-775),

In a conversation with the reporting officer last week, ¥r. H, N. SETHNA,

Head of the Chemical Group of the Atomic fnergy Establishment (AEE) at Trombay,
asserted that any country with some industrial base —— the UAR, for example —
could produce a nuclear device within a psriod of about five years. Indis, he
sald, could of course-do the job in a much shorter time inasmuch as it already
has an operating atomic establishment. But the fact is, added Sethna, India is
not interested in producing a nuclear weapon. A4side from the forelgn policy m_
questions involved, on which India'e position is well lmown, India, if it wanted -'#FH'
nuclear weapons, would have to marshal all its efforts 4n the field of atomlec _

energy toward that ons end. It clearly is not doing so, said Sethna, 5 O%ELB

vIonT - sjuewdoreasg @y

For exampke, Sethna pointed out, the proposed 300 NW gtomic power plant at & .!;

ofthe/plant will require that the natural uranium fuel —— asswming for this m
peint that the fuel will in fact be natural wanium -- have a burnup of somse

tach Pu 240 and would mot be desirable for wesapona production., If India

| zheve

to obtain weapons-grade plutoniua, the aversge burnup of uranius fuel should
esd 600-800 MWD/ten; thds would triple the eest of prodweing energy from the
and 1s simply out of the question, Setima sald. .

rh.. o "
.Mave been generated to date from the operstiem of the Ganada~India Reactor at
Tronbay, according to Setima,

& ) / Furthermore, Sethna said, if India wented to go shesd with nuolear weapons

development it would be impossible to maintain ths neceseary secrecy, MNumbers of
foreigners (from Asia and Africa, and even from Hangery) have undergone training
at ALk Trembay and others will follow., The Head of the Radiochemistry Division
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(G. A, Welch) and the Head of the Isotope Division (C. Taylor) of the AEE are
British nationals, So is E, C, Allardice, Controller of the AEE, Several
Canadians have been connected with the oporation of the Canada-India Reactor.

—."I-t.'_-__w_'u'p_ld not be possible to keep thess foreigners from learning of any efforts

ir thd dire ection of weapons development.

~ In another recent conversation with the reporting officer Nr, H N CHAKRAV.-.RTI
head of the Tarapur power project, deplored Bhabha's statemeat concerning India's
ability to produce a nuclear weapon. Such a statement was morely indulping in
bravado, and India could well do without it, Chakravarti also decried as "political”
the references by Bhabhe, in his recent press conference, to Indla's nead for a
first generation of naztural-uranium power stations and to India's opposition to
szfeguards, Such statements, said Chaleayarti, tendsd to place necsdless obstacles
in the way of his own job: to get the Tarapur plant built and into efficiant
operation, - ' -

. Commept: Sethnals remarks are of interest since he is the leading scientitic:
figurs on the Indian atomic enerzy scens, after Bhabha, and is commonly considered

to be Bhabha's closest adviser., His commant concerning the desirable burnup of
uranium for production of weapons-grade plutonium indicatss sensitivity to the

issue, which has been mentioned in recent months by representatives of Westinghouss
and General Electric (see Sombay D-400 and D-444). Chakravarti, who complated a very
succedsful career in the Indian railroads before jolning Bhabha’s staff, has been
privately critical on several paat occaaiuns of what he clains ia Bha.hha'a ineptness
as an administrator.

Although the Consulate General recognizes the pitfalls, it tentatively accepts
the view that India has at least not yel embarked on a physical program of nuclear
weapons developmant. VWhether India will do so will depend on issues of national
policy that transcend even Dr. Bhabha's preeminent role in the field of ataule
energy. . Prime Minister Nehru's repugnance to the development of nuclsar weapons

. stemmed from a combination of morality and pragmatism which was attuned to India's

‘f__‘r"situation in the world., The moral issue is the same but the realities of the day

- change, -Within the past two years Communist China has emerged as a threat to

India's sscurity, * Relations with Pakistan have improved but Kashmir remains a

stunbling block. i/ Meanwhile, the spread of technology raises the spscter of a
diffusion of nuclear-weapons capability among countriss not now in the "nuclear

olub.® In these circumstances, it is ressonable to assume that responsible -
Indian officials have at least contemplated 1f not planned or poudbh' &ren

X .

]/ A despatch from Karachi on February 13, 1961 by "The Times of Indis" News
Service quoted Foreign Minister Qadir as follows, in an informal talk to
newsmen: "In case India is enabled to manufacture a nuclear device, Pakistan )
cannot afford to remain complacent. We too shall have to match it. We shall "
have to make every conceivable effort and explore all poasible avenues to do this."

(The Imes of India, Bombay, February 1k, 1961), The Indisn Exoress, Bombay, e
carried a similar report !m its correspondent in hracizi. _’
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T inaugurated some effort at nuclear weavons develooment. Whatever our assumntion [
concerning the present facts, prudence requires that ths assumption be reviewed
’ -constantly.,
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