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Hill aga.tn be raised at the H&TO !-ﬁ.nisterial me&ting this Dunember,

.. . "I consider.1% mogt dmportanty that pt that maeting the United Btates .
S . .Government be prepared o take @ -positive, forthepming -approach, out-
: ; lining & doncrete plan that we are pmpared to- ﬁ.mplamsnt Failura to do

' 'an r.:nuld havu sarinusl;r adﬂraraa uffacts oo NATO urcl:l;y.. h
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I ﬂhonld therefum graatly appreaiate Hurd rrﬂq you &8s to Hhan the
" current study by the JC3 will be _.completaed, in order, that you and I.
may discuss the matter, and, if nscessary, obtain the Pm;j,daqt!
L R dﬂuision in advance of the Decembar HATO maabing. R SRS, 2R L L
: ' (N ! # R .
PR TG Sincare'ly yuurﬂ, ' \ " et

John Foster Dulles
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The Secretary considers that in view of
the discussion and action at the NSC this morn-
ing, the approach to Defense should be along
the line that now that the matter is decided it
is for State and Defense promptly to get together
and work out the details, This in preference
to the draft here submitted.
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Attachment:
Staff Study re NATO Atomic
Stockpile dated October 14.
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Tot The Secretary : October 1k, 1957
Through: 38/S
Fromg <ZUR = C, Borkes Elbrick
Subject: NATO Atomic Stockoila, Downg iy T 22009 DQ*HEE-HﬁnT_
B MLk LML 2@ g
; Aute. w0 . oL dromior
Background T 4 N e 2

1. You will recall thst you discussed this question with Deputy Defense
Secretary Quarles on September 5, You felt that thers were few substantive
differences between State and Defense on the question, It was then agreed that
Defense would obtain (General Norstad's views, and the two Departments would
continae to work oo the matter, in order to dewvelop.a concrete plan which eould
be snnocunced to our NATO allies,

2. On September 10, General Norstad sent his views to the Chairman of
the JCS, though Defense has never sent us a copy of Horstad's cable, we
received one privately from General Norstad's politieal adviser, Defenne is
not aware of this faot.ﬂ

3. [Pursusnt to the Political Directive adopted st the NATO Ministerial
Mesting in December 19 General Worstad has just completed a SEAPE
"Mimizus-Force Study, 195841963, Ond of the basic requirements atated by
General Horstad to be essentisl to an effective defense of Westsrn Earops over
the next five years is greatly increased strength {g nuclear-caoable delivery
systems (missiles), ground-to-ground and ground-to-air, together with ths atomie
warheads for such missiles, Specifically, he states;

"A. Fuclear Stockpile for NATD

Two basic building blocks in the structure of the
ninimum-force are: development of a nuclear delivery
capabllity in our forces where necessary without regard

. to national or comaand affiliations, and disperszal of the
delivery units, The two blocks will continoe useful only
if nuclear weapons for the delivsry systems, also dis-
persed, are available in emergency, These conditions are
therefore integral in Strike and Shield force requirements,
Whether any NATO nation has possession of nuclear weapons
is not within the province of this Command, It is, however,
for us to ensure at our dispossl a store of wespons of
appropriate numbers and tyves so located that the Allisd
delivery systems can use them effectively, Such a system

has been

NN 931094-T



A g

SR

has been developed to service United States forces.
Extended, it will meet the military requiremsnts of the
Allisnce without entailing complicated and perhapes dif-
fioult changes in systems of control and custody as
established by law,

"We will comtinue to advocate the creation of this
capability as an essential part of our collective strength.”

This summariszes the basic elements of 2 NATO Stockpile (atomic warheads in
U.S. custody and coatrol but deployed in accordance with SACEUR's plans) ae
General Noratad sees them, .

4, The subject of the WATO stockpile will be a toplc of the greatest
intarest to HATO at the Ministerisl meeting this December, particularly in
light of General Norztad's study, It seeas to us imperative that the U.S.
Goverzment be in a position to announce its intention of proceeding with a
stockpile along the lines General Norstad has in mind, We understand the
JCS are restudying the matiser in the 1light of Norstad's comments, We have
less than two months in which to prepare for the December meating, and we .
should urge Defense to have the JCS complste their study, se that a high-
level political decision on the matter can be wmade,

Recomtendation

That you sign the sttached letter (Tadb A) to Defense Secretary McElroy.

Attachment

Latter to Secretary MoElray,
Tl-h A

{ ‘JL;{. Y
G = Mr, Murphy S/AT = Mr, Farley
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This dooument consists of 2 pages
Cop No.~> of B Copies, Series ¢
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Dear Neil:

As you know, our two Departments have been discussing for mome
time the question of a NATO Atomic Stockpile, The basic concept is
‘that the United States would maintain full custody and control, as -
~ required by the Atomic Energy Act of 195, but the atomic bombs and

warheads destined for use in the event of emergency by the nuclear-
capable forces of our NATO allies, would be stocked and deployed in
accordance with SACEUR!'s plans,

I went into this matter in more detail in my letter to Charlie
Wilson of July 2, and in his letter of August 23, Charlie Wilson
suggested that we discuss the matter, which I did with Don Quarles on
September 5, At that time the sense of the meeting was that the
study made by the JCS was along the same general lines as the thinking
of this Department, and that we should proceed to work out a concrete = :
plan that could be announced in the NATO Council, At the September § ™~
meeting I was informed that General Norstad's comments were being
sought and my staff has been informed by officers of your Department
that these comsents have been received and sre now under study by
- the J(:Sc

I have been particularly interested to see SACEUR'S requirements
for atomic-capable delivery systems in his "Minimm-Force Study,
1958-1963%, and his remarks on the need for the establishment of
the NATO stockpile, to ensure that atomic warheads will be available
to our allles 4n time of hostilities, x s e AN

(S 'l'.," b/

e ._._-Thﬁ'..quéspiun of the NATO stockpile first arose at the HATO:.
Ministerisl Meeting at Bonn in May of this year, and T said that 'tha:

tnited States would study the proposal, I feel certain the question ..

-

S . B ) will again ..~ .

The Honorabls, * . ' AT
' Nall McElroy, ' ' ' ; gEat g
Becretary of Defense,-
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