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Subject: HATO Atamic Stockpile

Atmmuthhhinnmmofnctnberl&mmm
nfthuJaintﬂliefaufmmtheﬁecwhr;'nfmdmemﬂa

"ttorage of Atomic Weapons in Continental Furope for U.8. mnd ¥on-U.3.
HATO Forces”.

Thio Wmmmiumtmﬂnmmmnwr
thelr previous position of July 26, in vhich thay came out flatly
mimﬂ;ei&nnfanmmmekpﬂn,mmmviwthﬂ
mmnnmmmnarwmmmammmmmum
that a NATO stockyile will be establighed.

The concept @mmwmmmmWWMnm
ment {5 that varhesds for the nucleer-cagable delivery syctems of cur
EATO allies should be kept in & BATO stockpile under Qensral Norstad'o
contrul as Supreme Allied Comsander Europe. Although the individual
dopots comprising the stotkpile would of course be located in e number
of RATO countries, they would form part of a single stockpile, and the
wespons held in th&MMﬂ:pﬂumldmthammrwdﬂrﬂm
for the forcee of mny particular NATO country. Waile the stockplle
would thus be set up s a KATO stockpile, vith all the political
edventages deriving therefrum, effective control =—ald be exerciscd
by the U.8. mmwlgmmmmmmmﬁah
U.8. gersomel under Goperal Morcted's command in his capacity as U.B.
Ccomender Eurcope, ond releasc of the wveagons in the event of bostilitions
would be only by porsonal direction of General liorstad in his dual
SACTUR/CIECEUH cagacities.

While it is possible that the Joint Chiafy have in mind e otorage
syetom on thee: lines, this does rot vneTEe clearly from the memorandum.
Ca the contrary, the dircction of thinking in the Papar ceems to be
tovard bilateral stornge errmmgemente worked cut between the U.S. snd
individual NATO countries, on the pattern of the U.8. errmngewsnts with

ths U.K.
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TOP SECHET
18 October 1957

MaMORAWWUM FOP THT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

Subject: Storapge of Atomic Weapons in Continental Europe for U.S.
and Non-U.S. NATO Forces (S).

Raferences: a, Memorandum by the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff,dated
26 July 1957, subject as above,

b, HMemorandum by the Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense
(I5a), dated 15 October 1957, subject as above.

l, By reference a the Joint Chiefs of Staff provided their views on the de-
sirability and feasibility of establishing a "NATO Common Atomic Stockpile™, The
Joint Chiefs of Staff have re-examined the problem and reaffirm the views expressed
in reference a, The Joint Chiefs of Staff believe that the term "NATO Common Atomic
Stockplle” las dangerous implications for the United States, It may connote the
commitment of weapons to individual matinng or their transfer to internationsl con-
trol, or infer the allocatlnn of weapons on the basis of the desires of individual
cauntriea, rather than upon the basis of NATO approved requirementas,

2. However, the Joint Chiefs of Staff agree that political advantages might
accrue from NATO recopnition ani understanding of the procedures which can be estab-
lished to rrovide atomic weapons for the common defense of the NATO area. Such pro-
ceadures have heen worked out in conslderable technical amd operating detail with the
British in connection with their Canberra and V-bomber programs,

3. The Joint Chiefs of Staff recommend that a document entitled "Procedures
for Froviding U.S5. Atomic Weapons for the Common Defense of the NATO Area" be de-
veloped and forwarded through established channels to the Standing Group, the
Military Committee and the North Atlantic Council. After review by appropriate
NATO apencies, such a document could constitute NATO approved terms of reference, on
& uniform and impartlal basis, for the necessary bilateral country-by-country agree-
ments for storare sites,
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L. If the above recommendation is concurred in, the Joint Chiefs
of Btaff will develop the suggested document and forward 1t to the
Becretary of Defense for approval and coordination with the Department
of State. The Joine Chiefs of Staff are investigating the acceptability
of various terms as an unclessified label to be applied to the fina)

arrangement.,

2. For the immediate purpcse of consultation with Mr. 8pask, the
Joine Chiefs of Staff recommend that:

&. He be edvised that U,S. policy is directed tovard provid-
ing an atomic capebility for possible employment by forces of our
NATO allies, predicated upon the individusl HATO nation's ability
and willingness to sbsorb, utilize, and maintain the atomic capable
weapon systems, upon its ability technically and TinAancially to
support the effort, and, vhere applicsble, upon the necessary agree-
ments for atomic storage rights,

b. He be advised that, subject to the foregoing conditions,
1t 18 poseible under existing U.8. law to provide an immediately
ready atomic capability to NATO forces. U.S. laws require, however,
that the maintenanca and custody of the nuclear componantas be by
U.8. personnel; but procedures can be worked out for release of
these components to NATO delivery forces should their use be re-
quired.

. Ile be advised of U.S. intent to forward to NATO the docu-
ment suggested in paragraph 3 above.

For the Joint Chiefs of Staff:
. F. TWINING,

Chairman,
Joint Chiefs of Stafr.
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