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1. In Tel Aviv, I hed e long telk with our Science Attaché,
Dr. Wetber, in Spencer Barnes' presence. Webber strikes me as a
very fine addition to our staff who will be & great help in nonths
to come.

Isreel, it seems, has definitely reached a decision to pro-
ceed with esteblishment of one power reactor of 125 megavati cepacity.
The cost of this would be upward of $50 million. There are two broad
types of reactor they might use:

The Tirst is a Ceneral Electric natural water and enriched
uranium resctor. Appsrently there have already been talks between
the Tsraelis and GE on this. Such & reactor would be subject to con-
trols, including inspection, either by the United States or IAEA.
For at least a few years to come the Israelis could probably not get
the fuel elements for this type of reactor elsewhere.

The second is & natural uraniw: and heavy water reactor.
This reactor, including the fuel elerents, could te mede available
by seversl different countries, some of which wvould certainly require
safeguards similar to those required by the US; other countries,
however, might not require such contrcls.

Thé"GE model is cheaner than the other type.

According to Webber, there are already two competing scien-
tific schools of thought in Israel on this decision; the more national-
istically ninded are stressing Israel's need to be "independent from
any other naotion" and its "national dignity" in pushing for the reactor
which would be independent of US fuel elements contrcjl. T,

Webber favors strong US efforts at an appropriate time to
meke sure the Tsraelis purchase the US model. He thinks the wilT™
be making up their minds as to type sbout the end of;, 1903 and<th
they will want USG financial help. If so, and 1f wg were innga
prepared to help finaneially, then buying & US reactor woul@i?onstitute
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a boost for US industry and would meke absclutely certain the application
of appropriate safeguards controls.

Clearly, we went Israel's atomic energy programs to be subject
to econtrols, either US or prefersbly IAEA, but the issue is more com-
plicated than that. Could we ever persuade the Arabs that the Israelil
decision was inevitable and that our financial help was designed to
ensure control?

2. Webber's conversations since arrival have left him with a
feeling that the Israelis embarlked on Dimona as a reaction to Suesz,
after which they felt isolated from the United States and distrustful,

3. Webber confirmed my impression that the Israelis may be pur-
suing independent but parellel paths of nuclear and missile develop-
ment, but he doubts that these could be merged into nuclear war-headed
missiles in less than a decade unless a crash program were underteken.
We can detect such a crash program through watching the activities of
the Isreeli scientists who really count. (Thanks to Webber's presence,
we are now doing so.)

4, I discussed the latest information I had received before
leaving regarding visits to Dimona. Both Spencer and Webber were
sceptical that the Israelis would agree to two regularly scheduled
inspections a year, whether or not in combination with the open safe-
guards visits, but I said I thought the Israelis might be more sensi-
tive than they imagined to the degree of Presidential concern on this
subject.
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