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TOP SECRET

Marxrch 26, 1963
NLTIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 231
TO: THE SECRETARY OF STATE

CHAIRMAN, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INT ELLIGENCE i

SUBJECT: Middle Eastern Nuclear Capabilities

Tl.. President desires, as a matter of urgency, that we

und.-take every feasible measure to improve our intelligence :
on the Israeli nuclear progrzin as well as other Israeli and I
UAR advanced weapon programs, and to arrive at a firmer '
evezluation of their import. In this connection he wishes the

next informal inspection of the Israeli reactor complex to be

undertaken promptly and 1o be as thorough as possible.

. view of his great conccrn over the destabilizing impact of
any .sraeli or UAR progr. m looking toward the development
of niclear weapons, the President also wishes the Department
of 5t :te to develop proposals for forestalling such programs;
in pzrticular we should develop plans for seeking clearer
assarances from the governments concerned on this point, and
means of imnpressing upon them how seriously such a develop-
ment would be regarded in this country.
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