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2. Communist China: Soviets believe Chinese Com- “
munists could detonate nuclear device at any time. :
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—MUSCOW DEIIEVES e CIHINESE CUIMNIUNISTS CUUIT uet=—
onate a nuclear device at any time.

The present US estimate--|

1
indicates the Chinese will not have enough fissionable
material for a test device until after 1964. Because
another undiscovered reactor may exist, however,
the possibility of an earlier detonation cannot be com-
pletely discounted.

Moscow had detailed information about the Chi-
nese nuclear program until 1960. The Soviets them-
selves have stated, however, that they have not been
able to keep well informed since then. '

Khrushchev's references this week to "monstrous"
and "terrible" weapons may have been motivated at
least in part by concern over the impact a Chinese
nuclear detonation could have at this time.
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