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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

ES SENSITI 
8013421 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20101 /5111 .. 
JuneD, 1980 

ME~IORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: HAROLD BROW~ ..;v~ 
SUBJEC,T: False .Missile- Alerts ' 
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-"I think" that 'the following "background Informati~~ "ls 
J.ielpful in providing ,a . context for an~weri.ng que~tions. ," 
about the recent false -missile alerts. (U) 

" , ' . 
(b)(1) 

Mor.eover, there are abo1,1t' 50-60 Soviet test launches . -
every year. Because of . the nature of these "events ' (for .example, 
the -tracks artf,: generally in a direc_tion that makes: them non- . 
threatening) they a~e q'llickly dismissed during a conference 
of d;uty -officers at NORAD. SAC, Am-fCC and NMCC. -A few of the,m, 
however, 'may persist long ",enough or 'be of such a :nature. that 

'. SAC takes precautionary actions for survival: such a.s alerting' 
crews 'or s ·tarting .. engines. .f8f"" .' ... . . .... . . .. . . 

In the1950s . and 1960s we had nuclear-armed SAC pompers . 
on airborne alert . . Our strategic warning system is good enough '. ' 
tQd'ay to allow us time to flush our bombers for . survivabili ty •. ' 
so we now ~eep them on ' ground alert. A necessa;ry conseque'nce 
.of this mode of operation; however. is that ~he alert status . of 
the bomber force ~ust be elevated on any missile warning . . 
indication, however unlikely the false alert scenario which 

. geneTClte'd the warning may . turn oilt to .be . in retrospect. (U) 

Against· .this b~ckground~ I ·recommend that we emphasize. the 
following general points in response to questions about the 
recent fal 'se alerts: 
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