
April 27, 1986

From the Diary of Vitaly I. Vorotnikov

Dolgikh reported that early on the night of the 27th Moscow was informed that the 
accident was much more severe than according to the initial information.  The 
reactor is damaged.  The level of radioactivity is rising sharply.  On the 27th the 
decision was made to evacuate residents of the NPS town of Pripyat.  Units of civil 
defense and the Ministry of Interior were dispatched.  Measures were undertaken to 
dump sand and lead on the reactor. […] 

Source:  Vorotnikov, V.I. A eto bylo tak: Iz dnevnika chlena PB TsK KPSS (Moscow, 
Soyuz Veteranov Knigoizdaniya: SIMAR, 1995), p. 95
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