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Follouing letter from Presidant should be conveyed Prillin Ben-Gurion:
"Pear Mr, Prime Miniater:

"1 thank you for your letter of May 27 concerning American wisits to
Israel's nuclear facilicy at Dimona, I know your words refiect your moit
intense personnl consideration of a problem that 1s not easy for you or for
your Government, as it is not for wmine,

"I yeleome your strong reaffirmation that the Dimoma will bz devoted
exclusively +- pzaceful purpeses. I also welcome your reaffir.mntion of
Israe. . villingness to permit periodic visits to Dimona.

YBecause of the crucial importance of this problem, howoviz, I az
guze you will agree that such visits should b:lfa nature and on & schedule
vi:ich will more nearly be in accord with international standards, theraby
rarolving all doubts as to the peaceful intent of the Dimona project. As
L urote you on 18 May, this Covernment's coumitment to and supuort of

fswveel could be sericusly jeopordized if it should be thought that we =

.21abla to obtzin reliable information on a subject as vital &~ eace .
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questicn of the character of Isracl's effort in the nuclear field.

Hihercefore, I asked our scientists to revicw the alternative schedules of

ts v and you have proposed, If Israel's purposes are to be clear to the

d beyeond reasonable doubt, I believe that the schedule which would best serve
comnen purposes would be a visit early this summer, another vieit in Junme 1964,
thereafter at intervals of six montha, I am sure that such & schedule should
cause you any more difficulty than that which you have propesed. It would be
ntinl, and I take it that your letter is in accord with this, that our scien-
8 have acecess to all areas of the Dimona site and to any related part of the

1o, such as fuel fabrieation faecilities or plutonium separation plant, and

e

sufficient time be allotted for a thorough examination.

“Kshxing that you fully appreciate the truly vital significance of this matter
he~future wellebeing of Israel, to the United States; and intermationally, I am
cur carefully considered requect will again bhave your most sympathetic attention.
“Sincerely,

"John P, Kennedy"

Izu conveying foregoing, you should stress that exbhaustive examinztion Ly the
coupetent USG authorities has cstablished scheduling embodied 1. rresident’s
o o5 mindnem to achizva o purposz uve see as vital to Israel and to our mutual !
fe: o, Soients fiz veosons for this cre that (a) only a visit before criticality
vily - cooblisi, dentovec of o reactor-~this is reason for re~-ated early sumrer

Sl hepe could be this ucath or next at latest; (b) it is widely knowm

oio ol by Lmecledgeeble intesnational ccientific community that, 1f interded
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icr uvlticate preduction of vweapons grade plutoalum, a reactor of this size would Le
i operated to burn o cingle fuel lozd approzimctely every six months, whereas for
| eaceful purpoces opticam burn-up time would be about two years--this is vhat makes

| it ecsential that after wid-1564 visits be scheduled semi-annually.
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