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On instructions; Mr. Killick will esk sbout U,S. views of Israel's
current intentions in atomic energy and will inquire whether we might not
Jointly do something more with France to keep Isreel on a leash. In part,
the British approach is motivated by a desire to keep in close touch with
the U.S. on this problem, but they were disturbed by the recent conjJunce
tion of high-level U,5, and French expressions of concern s to Israel's
intentions. Apparently, the Secretary spoke in terms of personsl concern
to Lord Home in Ottawa (no record was made of this). Subseguently, Couve
de Murville said much the same thing.

In fact, we have sought to keep in close touch with the British on
this at the working level (Crawford-Wright). After hearing Killick out,
you might note this and comment es follows on the U.K''s specific concerns:
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We have no nev information sbout Isreel's intentions, and we assumg. - %
they are interested in developing the technologicel competence which wou

allow them to switch to weapons production on short notice if some time
in the future they felt this essential to their nationsl survival. But
so far there is no evidence that they are following a path leading spe-
cifically to weepons development. Were they to do so, we think they could
reach the end of the path in terms of e crude explosive device in about
two years. The estimate of this is of itself a matter of concern. We
vould not presume to Judge what the Secretary hed in mind; but the avare-
ness of thie estimate, coupled with the public clamor sbout forelgn scien-
tists and weapons developments on both sides, hes heightened concern.
Indeed, this deserves and receives our closest sttention, and we remain
glad to share our thoughts fully with the U.K.

At the moment, our efforts continue to be bent on regularizing
arrangements with the Isrselis for U.S. gsccess to Dimona. There ig rea-
sonable hope that we will succeed. As the U,K. 18 aware, we do pot regard
secret unileteral U.S., inspections s a final solution. 1In th se
ve share the U.K.'s view that our goal must be acceptable IAEA saf?la.rds.
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In another dimension, and both of these must be regarded mﬁ’ Y
confidentisl informetion, we have sought high-level French col on
the nature of such French safeguards/inspection as go along with Dije
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It will be interesting to see how fortheoming the French are. There
may be factions in the French Government vwhich are genuinely concerned
about Israel's intentions, but there are alsoc very strong ties with
Israel in other quarters which probably place strict limits on the
extent to vhich France under De Gaulle would see this In the same way
that'we and the U.K. do.

We look forward to continued contact with the British Embassy on
this problem.
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