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MORI DoclID: 1451843

26 January 19735

MEMORANDUM FOR: General Coumsel |
SUBJECT : Intercept of Communications in the U. S.

1. CIA is jntercepting st our copnumications sitaD
igh frequency, international radio telz=
ghone calls originating] In ¥ew York and being
Toadcast to South Amer: dirscted to Yew York
from South America. Some calls are relay calls through
New York but not originating or terminating there. The
calls involve both U. S, citizens and foreign nationals,

2. [ ' '
ne intercept team screens-mrm—:mr——,

=related matters. NSA receives the traffic from
CIA[in the fora of magnetic tape. [

|

3. 1 would appreciate your very early.views as to
whers this intercept activity falls with respect to U. S. law.
Even if it is legal or we can securs the necessary authoriza-
tions, it seems to me therz is extra flap potential associatec

\-

with reports going into the BNDD mechanism, particularly
since they may vell become the basis for executive action.
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. Paga 25 . . 'Erobibition against COMIN? vs. US citizens
" .7 In Beptember 1972 cimo to conduct Hesrability -
tests of certain HF long- (31 rc:l.al ‘télephona circuits

-~ batwean the U5 and South .A:r.arica. Tha circuits carried drug-
related traffic., |

— ,,Jmesz 73 follawing -03C determinaﬁcn that oy

- were 11123&1

_ L, We conduct an intercept oparation inl_ h:arse..ea.

. on radio talephons convaraations:lme |
| S& 1o g0

hrge nmber of unre_ated. convnrsatians o:r‘.'ten :anolviug U5 ecltizens.

"'esting 1n the US of (Ad-daveloped electtr.'auic collection

_ ..a}'stams occasiopally result in the collection of domestic telephons
. convarsations. Wnen the tests are coupleta, .'the inter"epted

= mater:!.al is dea‘bro‘yed.. ot

ot om |technic:l.nna condugted tests,in"thix Miamt ‘area in

. .August 0 gear intended for use against a Soviet agent in
_~Bouth Vietnaw. While wholly innocuous, the tests precsced the

" . ‘holding of ‘the conveations trere and c:ould 'ba construad as

5 'being somehow mlerbed. to 't-he:n

a2 In February 1972 CIA a.ak.ed Bn o“ﬁclal of ATET for copi.as o
_telaphone call.-slips relating to US-Chira ¢alls. The-operaticn
.. lasted Por three or four mouths and then drfed up. OGC stated its
." " belief that the callection of these sl:!.us did not. violate 'the
g E Ct:municati.ons Act sincs ea.vesdropping ms not dnvolved.

™

Pe.ge 29 'Mail coversge Fip

T Since 1953, CIA has operated.a wail i.ntercapt program of ’
.7 incoming and outgolng Russian,meil and; at various tines, :other . -~
. _ selected mail at.Kernedy A:I.rport in New .York City.. This progran j

- °. 18 now dormant pending decision on whe'bhar to continm or to
-+ &balish 1t. - - ;
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