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than they could hope to gain and 50 would be detesred
from doing so. The contradiction between these themes
aroge because efforts to improve a damage limitstion
as John Newhouse explzined, “because it may degrade
your adversary's ability to destroy your own cities in a
second etrike. His confidence undermined, he might
then be tempted in a crizis 10 strike pre-emptively; in
short, knowing you are effectively protected from his
second-sirike assault and fearing your intentions, he
may choose to striks first” John Newhouse, Cold Dawn:
The Story of SALT (New York: Holt, Rinchart, and Win-
ston, 1973), pp. 9-10. Secretary of Defense Robert S,
McNamars argued for the primacy of damage limitation
in 1962 (“the principle [sic) military objective in the
event of nuclear war shoald be the destruction of the en-
emy’s forces [not his population]).” and for assured de-
struction in 1967 (] think we could all agree that if they
struck first we are going 10 tasget our weapons against
their society and destroy 120 million of them.” New-
house, Cold Dawn, p. 11).
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naigsance” marked “Colooel ] Stody. Not Re-
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199700046 Box 4 Folder 14.

70, (U/ARo8Y Office of the Historian, National Re-
connajssance Office, “Former NRO Directors Series:
Interview with Dr. Alexander Flax.” 22 May 1997, LIB #
01881, S/BYE.

7l (U/PSES) Dr. Alexander Flax, interview, 21
November 2002, Potomac, Maryland.

72. {5y “Proposing the radar satellite just seemed so
obvious. You conld go to where they had the film [NPIC)
and see lots and lots of clonds, week afier week, nothing
but douds, and we needed timely information.™ John S.
Foster, Jr., interview, 4 December 2002, Washington,
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inexpensive, clement of a sateflite openly developed for
other purposes, purposes which in themselves come
close to justifying the costs involved.™ Such purposes, he
went on o say, might be weather observation or commy-
nication relsy. McMillsn to deputy director, science and
technology, CIA, memorandam, Studies of Synchronous
Satellites,” 5 November 1964, TS/BYE (BYB-23486-49).
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