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| Deal -'anhounc'ed

on missing e- malls

Groups sued to press
'Bush administration
on recordkeepmg

nDANEGenN i

The White I-Iouse and twonon-
| profit groups announced a settle-

‘ment Monday in a long-running -

.| lawsuit over more than 22 million
|| e-mail§ that were missing during
.| ‘the Bush administration because

‘of poor labeling and ot;her tech- .-

' nical problems. :

a_historical records group, and
LCitizens for ‘Responsibility and,
‘| Ethics in Washington, a watchdog -

[ oh, sued

‘organizatioh, sued the Executive
_Office ‘of the President in 2007, -

They -alleged that millions of

; White House e-mails were miss- -

| -ing from March 2003 to October
2005, in violation of laws requir-
‘ing their preservation.

' The George W. Bush White

, eventually
found more than 22 milhon mes-
I'f -sages that had been mislabeled,
according to court records filed
by the government the day afber
Bush left office.

‘But the two advocacy groups
saidspottyelectromc recordkeep-
{{ ing suggested that many more

| e-ma:ls might still ‘be missing,
leading them to continue press-
mgtheir legal ease ) ;

| g g to clean up themess that the
Bush administration left behind.”

said

has promised to :

'tionalssdaysofe-maﬂreeordsas
. .part -of its legal: settlent with
thegroups. - i

The selecnoxis. of restored

‘e-mails .include dates that - were

randomly chosen, flagged for un-
usually low message -activity or
centered -on . important events
suchastherun-up "thelraqwar

ik
tronic reeords that should pre-
vent the problems that emerged

‘during both the Bush and Bill
-Clintonyea.rs, officials said. -~

' Scott Stanzel, a former ‘Bush’

‘White ' House spokesman, -said

that ' CREW “has consistently
tried to create a spooky conspira- -
cy out of standard [information

‘technology] issues. Their mis-

leading - statements -about . our -
work demonstrates their contin-- .
ued .anti-Bush agenda, nearly a -
year after a new pt'eSIdent was
sworn in”

' Melanie ‘Sloan, CREW’s exec-

‘utive ‘director, said that docu-

ments produced during the legal -

_ battle show that the Bush admin-

istration did not follow through
.on plans that would have hélped -
solve chronic: e-ma.ll arc]:uvmg
problems. : :
“There are laws requiring these

_ e-mails to be preserved, so people

violated the law; Sloan said.
“They figured out there was a
problem, but the policy people re--
Jected & plan to retrieve them.”

It is unclear how many e-mails

* willbe released publicly, however.
'Any restored e-mails will become
" part of the Bush collection at the

'National ‘Archives and Records
Administration, and officials said -

_Mnmmm_
the a.rchlvesm _exmm . any will probably be withheld

MVg this kind of problem
Earlier this year, officials said,

White House contractors restored

mdaysofmissmge-mtuls an

" expensive process that involves

resurrecting lost messages from
- backup tapes. The admmistratlon

for- security reasons or because
‘they are considered presidéntial
records not covered by the Free-
dom of Information Act. . '
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