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Subject: Canadian Attitudes toward U.S. Politico-rilitary Policy Do

Cn several occasions recently high Canadian officials have in-
dicated an unrealistic tendency toward softness in their attitude ~J
toward the USSR, One manifestation has been over the development -
of nuclear weapons as a deterrent to attack by the USSR, This - —_
difference in attitude between Canadian political officials and our
own is one which must be reckoned with in the coming months and which 1
we should endeavor to modify as the occasion arises, "=

At the meeting in Paris last December 15 of the US-Canada i
iinisterial Committee on Joint Defense the Canadian Government showed W
us a draft statement relating to the acquisition and control of nuclear
weapons which wes somewhat modified and delivered in Farliament a
fortnigiit ago, The Canadians did not accept the Secretar:-.r*s suggestion
that it be specified that ruclear weapons were being acquired for de-
terrance as well as defense,

Since then the U,S, has asked approval for HORAD training exercises
this spring involving a relatively large number of overflights of
Canadian territory by planes armed with nuclear weapons, Horman
Robertson, Canadian Under Secretary of State for External Affairs,
told lir. “Wlloughby (BIA) in Ottawa that the request was causing
problems at Cabinet level, Cn Febrvary 27 Ambassador Heeney elaborated,
in a conversation with me, that Canadian officials were worried about _
the timing and possible implications of an extensive exercise of this |
nature while the Berlin situation was acute,
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Last week Ambassador Heeney spelt out more explicitly the appre-
hensions of Canadian officials in connection with a briefing which
I gave him on the Berlin situation (iemorandum of Conversation,
(atteched) February 27J)./ 1 eyplained that if our communications with Eerlin
were severed by force after the Soviets turned the autobahn check
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points over to the Zast Germans one of our next steps, coipcident with
diplomztic efforts, might be to increase the state of readiness of our
armed forces in ways that would be clearly apparent to Soviet in- N
telligence, Ambassador Heeney indicated considerable concern at Fnls
prospect, questioning whether such action, considered in copgunctlon )
with SAC bases surrovnding the USSR, might not lead the Soviets to attack,
He supgested that the Soviets might misread our intentions and bellieve
that we were actually preparing for a nuclear attack on the USSH.
inbassador Heeney feels that Ithrushchev is particulerly dangerous be-
cause he is emotional and that his emotionalisnmight lead him to take
irrational action,

We discussed the genmeral question of tactics at some length, I
told Ambassador Heeney that I felt very strongly that the danger of
var would be reduced in direct relation to the firmness and unity of
purpose demonstrated by the West, I said that I was convinced that
the Soviets know the US well enough to be sure, especially as long as

cisenhower is Fresident, that we could not launch a nuclear attack on
them,

Ambassador lieeney said that he had consvlted with his linister,
Smith, and Bryce, Secretary of the Cabinet among others, and implied
that he was reflectinpg their views as well as his own, le asked that
parts of the above be left "off the record" of our meetings and
therefore no direct reference should be made to tie above,
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