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" This is a summary report of the SALT dlscuss:Lons held with the )
British group in-Washington March 2, 1971. =

=
The discussion focused principally on ABM radar limitations, th@x |
forward-based systems issue, and NATO consultations on SALT. hkx*
The discussion of ABM radars centered on our proposed limitations
on Soviet Hen House radars. The British had the'mistaken.impression
that the US was more concerned about Soviet Hen House radars in |
regard to ABM limitations than-about Dog House radars,- The British QY}
were of.the view that the Hen House radar was not -inherently an ABM
radar but agreed that it had tracking capabilities which go beyond tﬁ‘R\
‘requirements ‘for an early warning radar. -After we explalned our .
concern about possible further deployment of Hen House radars in ~
- connection with:the SAM ‘upgrade problem and the possibility cof quick
--.  ABM deployment, the.British appeared to accept the rationale underlyzﬁg\'
our position.’ .

i
i
E
(:i;;' " In general however, the British appeared to question the need . 1
for Hen House radar limits.as -strict as those in the U.S. proposal.- I'
On the other hand, they indi ed—that it would be desirable to
- _-1 :
1

o
preclude 360" radar covepage for the Soviet ‘system.
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The British dwelled at some length on tactics for penetrating
the Soviet ABM system -- particularly the problems of an attack
by small nuclear forces, The British appear to believe that the
Soviets would use a shoot-look-shoot tactic which would reduce the
footprint of the USSR ABM system substantially but which would
make it more difficult to penetrate to Moscow as a target. The
British provided a paper analyzing the Sov1et ABM defense

On FBS, the BrltlSh thought a basic problem in developing a
general formula on non-central systems was'to avoid being so precise
as to lose our freedom of action, while not being so wvague as to
invite Soviet interference in allied force planning decisions.

After considerable discussion, they seemed to accept Mr. Farley's
viewpoint that at present :the Soviets could try to interfere in
alliance planning if they want to; under a SALT agreement they might
be discouraged from mischief-making efforts to exploit a general
formula out of a dESlre not to undermine the over=-all agreement

The British pressed for the specxflcs of a generalized formula,
They also wanted to know whether we would engage the Soviets inithe
basic prlHCLPIES underlylng our formula before we actually advance
it. We explained-.that wé may need to know aboiit Soviet views on
limitations on central strateglc systems before we could adequately
develop a formula on non- llmlted systems. The British appeared
satisfied with.our explanatlon of the basic non-circumvention
principle underlylng our approach and with our statement that we
had reached no dec1510n on a spec1f1c formulation,

The Brltlsh‘were gratlfled that the Us was looking at the
. problem of non-limited systems in the context of the overall mllltary
balance between East and West and not solely in terms of ‘the -US-USSR
.strategic balance. The British also drew attention to’ the relatiomship-
" of the FBS question to MBFR.- They thought that this forum might be
useful for addreSSLng FBS and related problems

In connection with FBS, the analogous issue of a no- transfer
formula alsc arose, The?offlclals from London did not appear to be
aware of the fact. that we had advanced, in SALT, a formula to cover
this problem, but UK Embassy officials present made clear that
substantial discussions of this subject had taken place between US
officials and the UK Embassy
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On the issue of NATO consultation, the British asked whether
we had in mind any modification to the current procedure. They
had considered possible alternative forms of allied consultation
and found that they all had more disadvantages than advantages.,
We explained that we had no new ideas on this subject, but that
we would of course consider allied suggestions. ' :
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