we see a record-setting rate of
partial grantings” sald Sean
Moulton, the center’s director of
open-government policy.

Federal agencies averaged a C-
minus for FOIA compliance in
Cause of Action’s analysis, also
released Wednesday,

The group sent identical FOIA
requests to 16 federal agencies in
April. In its report, it seid that
one-guarter of the agencies pro-
vided no informaticn and that the
average response time for the oth-
ers was 75 business days — more
than double what the law calla for.

“Fajlure by these agencies to
disclose documents is a failure in
their service to the American tax-
payers who fund them and relyon
them to be accountable and trans-
parent,” sald Daniel Epstein, the
former Republican counsel for the
House Oversight and Government
Reform Commitiee.

The White House said the ad-
ministration has improved gov-
ernment Tansparency.

“From thedayhetookoffice, the
president committed his adminis-
tration to work towards unprec-
edented openness in govern-
ment,’ White House spokesman
EricSchultz said.

steps to improve government
transparency during its first term
but that national security remains
a “glaring exception.”

The group said that the imple-
mentation of open-government
policies has been inconsistent at
the agency level.

Moulton said the problem with
implementation stems from alack
of enforcement by the Office of
Information Policy, a division of
the Justice Department that over-
sees agency compliance.

“They certainly encourage
agencies to do better, but what we
really need is an enforcer that
identifies the problems and has
the responsibility and authority to
fix them,” he said. “That’s sup-
posed to be their role, and they're
not really doing it*
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Cummings (D-Md.) — proposed
draft legisiation to update the
Freedom of Information Act.

Thebill would require theadmin-
istretion to establish a single online
portal for submitting and checking
FOIA requests. It would also man-
date that the chief FOIA officers of
each agency meet regularly to re-
viewcompliancewith thelaw.

The proposal would also estab-

rlish a presumptionof openness for

federal agencies, following suit
with a memo Attorney General
Eric H. Holder Jr. issued in 2009.

The draft legislation “strength-
ens FOIA, our most important
open-government law, and makes
clear that the government should
operate with a presnmption of
openness and not one of secrecy,’
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