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Chile’s buried secrets

Peter Kornbluh
and Marc Cooper

BARLY 40 YEARS after

the violent military

coup in which he per-

ished, the remains of

former Chilean Presi-
dent Salvador Allende will be ex-
humedinSantiagotoday underthe
supervision of an investigating
magistrate and a team of forensic
experts.

The exhumationis partofanat-
tempt to determine once and for all
whether the democratically elected
Secialist president was Killed by
the Chiteanair force jets and troops
that bombed and assaulted his

presidential palace: or' if, as most -

witnesses concur, Allende took his
owntlife.

The formai judicial inguiry sur-
rounding the exhumation carries
significance far beyond simply
solving the mystery of Allende’s
death on Sept. 1, 1973. The wide-
ranging mvesmgat;ion has the po-
tential to redefine the infamous
coup led by Gen:. Augusto Pino-
chet. Rather than being rememn-
bered asanact of political violence,

it may now be acknowledged asa .

criminal enterprise.

Allende’s disintermet v comes'f .
as part of a sweep’ i
72

never: been fully investigated by the
Chileanéourts.

After Pinochet's bloody putsch,
army; doctors hastily and secretly
examined Allende’s body in a mili-

taryTacility, and hewas buriedinan-
urimnarked grave00 miles from the-
capital. “Some uncertainty hangs:

over the way.in whichthe president
died,” the British attachie reported

in acontidential’ voable three Weeks

after the coup:

For decades, many believed

that the militaty had exeetited him,
a suspicion reinforced by the even-
tual disgovery of tapes of military
communlcatlons the day of the
coup-in Which Pinochet is heard
threatening-th-have Allende killed
even if he strrendered. “Kill the
biteh and you: lml the utter Pino-
chet declared..

But Allende’s own docmrs and

secarity guards who Were with him
in La Moneda presidentialpalace,
have said the president killed him-
self as Pinochet’s troops-¢losed in
on his office, His family and many.of
his political supporters also be]ieve
he committed suicide.

One of the legal — and moral
theories fueling this new investigas:

did. i by his, own hand, he was

nevertheless a victimof the savage
political violence that engulted him
andthe Chilean nation that day. It

is.not just the circumstanees of his.

death that are being mvestigated "
observes his dauighter, Chilean::
Sen, Isabet Allende. “It is the eons:

text in which he died.”

Indeed, the decision by the spe—
cial magistrate, Mario Carroza; to
open an official inquiry itito Allen-
de‘'s death has resulted in‘the first
formal interrogations of key mili-
tary personnel who-participated in
the violence-of Chile’s'y/1l — among
tnem ofﬁmals Who are believed to

have been in contact with agents of
the United States, which covertly
supportedthe coup-

‘This judicial inquiry has the po-
tential to, in essence, put the coup
itselfontrial. Thebrutality of Allen-
de’s overthrow on that September
morning, with air force jets dive-

. bombing his patace in downtown
tion'is theidea thateven if Allende

Santiago and troops rounding up
thousands of his political support-

‘ers and summarily executing doz-
. ens of thern, set the tone for the as-

sassinations, disappearances and
torture carried out by the U.S.-
backed military regime that seized
power that day.

Pinochet had been.out of power
for eight years when he was ar-
rested in London in October 1998
on a Spanish warrant for human
rights crimes. His yearlong deten-
tion punctured his shield of immu-
nity and energized a vigorous new
internationat commitment toward
accountability for crimes against
humanity.

Indeed, what bename knownas
the “Pinochet precedent” contrib-
uted dmactly to the willingness of
the mt:emat.lonal commumty t;o

Moammar Kadatfi as not just per-
petratorsofpolitical repression but
‘aspotential war criminals.

‘But while Pinochet did not es-

cape prosecution =-:at. home or-
.abroad — for committing similar
crities against* humanity, -the

‘putsch he led was never designated
as-illegal and the death and de-
struetion that accompanied it has

tary eoup has often been deseribed
as & political Niecessity, and it has
neverbeenformallyrecognizedasa
crime against Chile’s Constitution,
its péople and their human rights.
Even ds Pinochet was being in-
dicted, there were still 8 startling
number of:voices among politicat
analysts and thenass media that
offered positive assessments 4 ms
ruthless dietatorial regime. ' -
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PRESIDENT: Allende in 1971

By exhuming the body
of Salvador Allende,
an official inquiry
aims to lay the past

{O rest.

Allende's death symbonzed the
murder of one of the:hemisphere’s
most developed and ‘¢ivilized de-
mocracies. “My sacrifice will iot be
invain,”he declaredinhislastradio
transmission to the nation as.the
military attacked the presidential
palace; “...It will be a moral lessori’
that will punish felony, cowardic:
and treason:” Themethodical judi:
cial-examination of the eévents of.
Sept. 11,1973 whichcost Allénde hi§
life, will advance his final prophe
and could lead to the felonypunis|

. mentortiiosewho perpetrate polit:
largely goneuripunishied, ThHe milis,

iealviolence i1 the fture:
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