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Hritain this mission co-operated with the United States Strategic Zombing

Survey in its investigation of the atomic bombing in Japan. It spent the
month of November 1945 in the two bombed cities. In 1946 the British Yission
issued a preliminary report, entitled “The Effects of the Atomlc Sombs at
Hiroshima and Nagasakl', whloh incorporated & considerable amount of data
gathered by other agencles. It was estimated by the British experts that

one atomic bomb dropped in average British urban conditions would produce
50,000 fatalities. Theliyr comparable standard figure for the Cerman V2 rocket
was about 15 fatalities. The report says thet this figure of 50,000 dead “is
probably the moat important which this report contains.®

(Reference 13.)

. iajc exander P. deleversiy. A4s special consultant to the
Secretary of Har, direoted to study the effect of air power in the Pacifie
theater of opeorstions, Major Alexander P. deSeversky flefu gseverzl timea over
Hiroshima and Hagasaki and spent two days in each clty, durimg the course of
a trip in the Pacific which extended froam 25 September to 15 November 1945.
ifter hls brief survey of the damsge caused by the two atomic bombs, he gave
an interview to American correspondents in Tokyoj upon his return he reported
to the Secretary of War under date of 1l February 1946, and also published an
article in the Reader's Digest for February 1946. Theee statements and
writings by Hajor deSeversky took issue with practically all previously
nublished deseriptions and opinlons as to the character and effects of the
atomic bombing, and they "evoked", as he expressed it, "a storm of controversy”.
The Zajor's prinecipal contentions were, in brief: "that the effects of the i
atom bombs - not of future bombs but of the two specific specimens unloosed i

on Japan - had been wildly exaggerated and that the nature of the destruction




had been fantastically distorted®; that “ithe destruction was entirely

incendiary in character, and the deaths were due almost entirely to fire and
to falling structures®j that "the same bombs, eeseses if dropped In the sane
manner on & modern city like New York or Chicago, would have done no more
daxepe than a 10-ton blockbuster®; that #the results ocbtalned in {ﬁrashim
and hagesaki could have been accomplished by about 200 Z-29ts loaded with
incendlaries, though the loes of 1life in that case would haﬁ been nuch
smallere”

¥ajor deSeversky was invited to appsar before the Senate Special
Committee on Atomic Energy on 15 February 1946, and at the hearings on that
day he repested his prineipal statements and strove to defend them againmst
formidable disagreomsnt from members of the Committee and from a number of
the well-informed witnesses. The wltnesses who brought forth faets and figures
to disprove lajor deSevershky's statements were: Hajor Ceneral Thomas F.
Farrell, vho was Cenerel Groves! deputy ln command of the Manhattan District
investigating missionj Colonel Stafford L. Warren, who headed the medical
personnel of the Hanhattan District miseiong Mr. Paul H. Fitze, Vice Chairman,
United States Strategic Bombing Surveys Prof. He. Re Fowman, Director of the
Physical Damage Divieionm, USSBS; and Dr. Luther L. Terry, Nedical Division,

In contradicting the comparisons which the ¥ajor had made, General
Farrell testified: that the atomic bomd released the energy equivalent of
20,000 tons of THT, while the 10-ton block buster would have the squivalent
of about 5 tons of [NT; that the destructive effect (as distinguished from
the energy release), if both bombs were dropped on a city like New York,
might be such as to destroy 3 to 3} squsre miles of the city, in the case of
the atomic bomb, and one-fortieth of & sguare mile, in the case of the bleck~
buster; that the records of the Twentleth Alr Force showed 84 B-29's loaded



















"HIVOSHIMA

"The initial inspection party, which wss led by Najor General
Farrell and Brigadier lGenersl Hewsan, =and which inoluded Dr. ¥orrison and
other civilian and military personnel, departed for Hiroshima from Atsugi
in & C=54 comnanded by myself. Ve flew over the bwrned out and ruined
clties of Osaia énd Fobe, arriving over Hiroshime in midmorning. It was
apparent that a landing on Miroshima's airport was impracticable bhecause
of the lindted runway length and the wreclkmyge which littered the place,

Ye procavded, therefore, to the military sirdrome of Iwskuni, about 20
miles to the south., Here we mansged a successful landing dengit& bonb
craters and the wreckayge of many ai&craft ~ one of which lay squarely on
the runway.

"We commandecred a bus aﬁé soldier=~driver from the local Come
mander and set out for Hiroshima. This was a notable journey marked by
ineredibly bad roade and freguent breskdowns. If my memory serves, it
reguired 4 to 5 hours te¢ cover the 15 miles from Iwakuni %o the hesad~
quarters of the military commander of the Hiroshima sres.

Y4t headgquarters, we were allowed to stand in a huddle of bag-
gage outside the pates, while owr agltated guide, Dr.Tsumuki, arranged for
our reception, Bventually, we were admitted, and toiled up the hill fron
the gate to the 'taisi‘&* office in & plainly avidanﬁ atmoaphere of
hogtility.

"1+ wns clear that the taiss hed not expected us, waa doubtful
of the purpose of our visit, snd lacked instruction from "higher authority.®
Despite Dr.Tsuzuki's explanationg (which we aould‘dnly asgume were corrcot)

he remained cold, hostile and uncooperative. It developed that he expected































achool waug located half of a nile to three-quarters of a miles from the
spicenter, and the walls were thick conorets, In the basement below
the mmin entrance, which was easily mccessible, there were four nairs
of new wooden shoss with pink or red ribbomns for the toe. ELach pair
was beside an empty litter on the floor, Also bsside each litier was
a gnmear of what I interproted to be bloody vomitus or bloody diarrhea,
Outeside was a plle of bones ;rom the eremmted hodless The pile was

about three feet deep and rifty feet in dlameter, "















