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MEXMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJEZCT: Discussions wit

Ny |
1. 65:%;_j3:;31 met with ERAKimgtaeBReEaRs in ny office to discuss MXNACHI
in the hopes—he—colld shed additional Tight on the tasking of that project and
any oparational suppcrt it possibly may have provided. e Joined the fq*rcv
early in 1958 and sarved as Chief of the Biology Branch o- TSD from Septeﬂbor 1961

until Jenuary 1968 when he retired. He was parsona11v d"cplv,wnvolv~d 1n the
MKHACHI proaect which was the re=p4r51b1]1by ot his branch. & ; GC(

of the Ft. Detrick progect and the image of that effort pro1ecteo by the 11m1Led
record of ths MKNAGHI file. I pointed out that one of the clearly defined purpose
of. the project as stated in TSD documents was to maintain @ steckpile of lethad
agents and disseminating systems in readiness for operationsl use and that this in
association with the current furor about assassinations had caused some obvious
concern within the Agency about this proggag,which had not been alleviated by
available recerds. It was our hope that o FEEEs could £117 some gaps in our

knowledge. He was told that whatever he could provide should be given on a ceuplete”

voluntary basis and that he should feel free not to say anything if he so chose.

: S Bt responded 1mmed1ate1y by stat1ng that it was ecssential we
undersband that uhlle discussions were held and work done on things that might
appezr questionable, there was a clear understonding among all involived that they
sould naver actually be used operationally because of inherent stops built into the
Agency approval system that assured final approval for use would never be given.
Thus, he characterized the wnole MKNAOMI effort as a kind of Never-Hever-land

invoiving all sorts of unfettered discussion in isolation from reality. He providec
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full. zssurance that "the Cempany" had nothing to vorry about: none of the lethal
or incapacitating products of MKNAOMI had ever been made availahle o anyone for
oparational use. :

5. Some time was sp=rt questioning ?ﬂ?i%nA"about the requirements that C—
shapad the MKNACHMI project. He stated that these had all been generated internally :
within TSD. He recalled no requirements having been levied by anyone within the
Agericy but not a part of TSD. Later in the interview, however, he noted that he
had had discussions relevant to this matter with MdubScpms i hut with no
one else. He recalled no case in which requiremants or dmrect1on uore received
from outside the Agency. It wes simply the V1Eh\0f TSD that such a capability as
NACMI could provide was a reasonable one for the Agency to possess. Moreover, he
noted that the inherent unreliability of biological agents and processes baswca]ly'
limitad .the utility of the NAOMI product. He pointed out that Tots of work was :
done on incepacitents, none of which could bes used because of an inability to find o o-
complate assurance thot no serious lasting eifects might result from their use. '
He contended at scme length that the work done by Ft. Detrick was really defensive
in nature. BY applications suitable for clandestine use were developed and tested

-only in order to understand the offensive threat the Agency faced. Jn some cone
tradiction to this, however, he indicated that systems for use against dogs or for
incapecitating humans were actually thought to be needed additions to the Agency's
capabilities. In making his case Tor the defensive concerns of MKNAOMI he cited
the vu]ncrab‘l1ty studies undertaken by Ft. Detrick.

- &

. Zih i;thA*conrirn ad that tha resporsibilities of the Speciai Operations
D1v1s1on centered on the development and testing of special applications of BY v
veapons. Our relations were fairly informal and relied upon iiaison bet'eon d
Ft. Detrick and TSD being conducted by a very limited number (99"era1) :
designated project officers. He alsc confirmed that virtually ne vra(tnn recordads
on the project vere maintainad. Funding was provided by the Agency s1mp1y to ,
support the cverall activity of SCD and apparently was not accounted for on a i
tasking basis: % averred that the arrangament was based on thie premise :
that MOTV done in response to special Army requirements would be of interest to
the Aszncy. This was particularly true since the Army Special Forces were SGD's

. principal customer and the Agency faced many of the same prob]cms as this element )

" of the Army. He left the 1mpress1on that rather than provide tasking to Ft. Detrick, :

.~ TSD simply selected developments of interest from an internally generated program.

. UWhen.asked about maintaining records of material transferred to the Agency, - S
i —-;‘f responded that very 1little such material was-in fact given to TSD and o

that it was unlikely any records were kept.

o V‘M H
7. A considerable amount of time was spent questioning babirs” B specifically '
about the provision of agents or delivery systems developed 2t Ft. Detrick to S
cperatienal elements of the Agency. He stated flatly that he had never had
gccesicn 1o GO sO. lwas shown a Ft. Detrick memo in the HXNACHI--file
covering a conference with the Agency at which he was present which indicated he
requested the Agency bes provided with 5 staph. enterotoxin (food poisoning) tablets

'.. e. .
by 1 April 1962. He was asked the purpose of his request. & - responded by { -
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7 seying he was glad this specific question vias asked since it erabled him to cI=fFify
what was obviously a source oV scme misunderstanding. It was his practice, he s2id,
to levy such requests upon SO0 with specific due dates simply to mask any possible
future request which might bc made for real operational purposes. Thus, pericdic
requests for material. and delivery systems were made so that a purposeiul one would
not stand out as unusual. He further stated that the enterotoxin developmant was
one tha Army had bzen engagad in which we thougnt might be of use to us as a means
for temporarily incapacitating guards. HNo mentijon was made of the obvious
-discrepancy between this.view, and the contention that our interests were purely
defensive in nature’i g%ﬁ?iwasto1d that one of the schewes sugyested for use
against Castro involved the ireatment of the inside of a diving suite with Madura
Foot, a non-specific fungal skin disease. At the same conference as noted above,
considerable attention was given to the development of Microsporum Gypseua (a_fungel
agent producing severe skin disease) and direction was reportedly given by L.5x
that it be prepared in a form suitable for dusting clothes, pillows, etc. He was
asked if this direction was related to the Castro gambit. He stated categorically
that it was not and was not related to any identified operational use of the agent.
Rather, it was another example of the type of tasking he Tevied on Ft. Detrick. He
claimad he had no knowledge of the diving suit affair or of any other plot ta
incapacitate or assassinate Castro -- or anyona else, for that matter. He did state
later that tranquilizing meteriais obtained elsewherc but loaded into syringes at P
" Ft. Detrick (because of the starile facilities there} had been given to case officers:’
for usc in SEEERUIEEIomcl S8  On no other occasion had Ft. Detrick material
been provided to the DDP. i

7. The MKULTRA drug-werk came up a number of times. At the outset of the
discussions, and repeatedly throughout them, he stated ~- though not asked -- that .
he had no knowledge of any unwitting testing of drugs. Rather, animal tests and
ultimate testing with human volunteers had been all that was required. In these !
cases vell esteblished test protocols had heen used. He stated that this activity
had been his princips

ol

~ee
gorncern.

o e aspent some time describing other activities apparently

- involving Ft. Detrick, though that was not always clear. These things included = .
materials that would cause the rapid corrosion of mefal preducts displayed at trade i
fajrs, POL contaminants that would desiroy petroleum stocks, reagents that would !
cause structural Tailures in a number of different materials, crop contemirants that
would prevent their passing customs controls {e.g., unacceptably high DDT levels),

" etc. He knew of no actual uses of harrassmant materials against targeted individuals'®
as opposad to uses for crowd control or meeting disruption. A
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10. In summary, it must be said that the discussions Wi L
far irom satisfying. HMany of his responses apreared to be less than forthcoming
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<are not aitosat }'cr believeble in the light of information avaﬂab‘le e]gm
ha appsars to be the sols accessible participant 1in the MKHMACHMI project who
=221y involved in it during its most provocative period, there seems to be
2 mors that can be dore now in es+abhsh1ng the extent of support prov1ded
1 orzrations during the early 196Q's.
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