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- HEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Discussions withies
"\K’

e TN . '
1. \Jgp 30 June I met 41Lhﬁ:i s Mk in my office to discuss with him

h1s knowl2dds 67 The MKNAOMI proaeut gt pwentered on duty with the AQh“(y

in October 1007 and served as Chief of the Chemistry Brdnch Trcn March 7

April 1570. Also precewt during the interview were g i e

ORD, and ZZpradusitey of OTS.

2. 1 1nforma“’§§%Egy that whatever 1nformatuor he could give us about the

proge t he should do so vo]untarm]y, and that he was under no compuls:na to provide

any informaticn he chose not toc. A

3. Sometime was spent giving SEEAEERNT an understanding of Whmf wa knew about
Project MKNACML and cutlining the principal gaps in our knowledoe. The nature of
the project and its stated purpose of maintaining biological agents and deljvery
systems in a state of readiness for operational use, when juxtaposed wiih the
current allegay1orf about assassination plots, obviously caused great concern within
the Agency. Me wished to get a betisr understanding of preciseily hew the project
was used and to determine wnather or not it had in fact provided direct cperational
suppart. The discovery of a substantial amount of shellfish toxin in storage in GT$
had created an additional problem. We could not ascertain from whence it came, or
vwhether or not it was included in an inventory of materials held for the Agency by

Fort Detrick which ve presumed had been destroyed.

4. Dr.?ﬁf*;g; s2id that hz was prepared to help in any way he con]d cnd would
provide wnatever information he had. He stated at ihe outset that during hig
period in OTS the project had for all intents and purposes been dormant. Virtually
nothing was going on with the project at the time of his first exposure to it, ard
indeed his first reaction had bzen one of surprise that the Agency was acting so

conservatively in this area.

5. The matter of the inventory of Aczncy material held by Fort Dastrick came
up irmediately. %8s was shown the unsigned letter to the Direclor reQUestﬁng
gui”auce as to the disposal of reserve stccks. He identified the date of n:H
mermo of 18 February 1970 2s teing in his handwriting., He did not recall vhether
the memo was actually signed. He did indicate that several months later hs was
told by 5§§§§§§E$3!%b the Chief of TSD, to parsona11v go to Fort u&t??uk aud inforn
the 7rmy that whatever materials they had of ours should be considared theirs to b=

desireoy :d or kept as the Army wished. It is his understandirg that thzg materizl :
was in fact gestroyed. In response to a query about the shall{ish Lox.n, cio
stated trat that material had in fact baen called back from Fort Deirick and ves
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. stored cn the bas® of his own decision which resu” d from conversations mt‘\/,.\

|

it v their belief that the cost anc difficuity of lsunduu:, thy —é’f{ ‘

toxin were so great that it simply rmade no sense to have it des royed e pointes '
i

i

i

i

ocut that ¥ eof Fort Detrick had worked for over ten years in dovelopxng

the process Whe zreby the toxin could be prepared in pure form. It was -simply

their "arbitrary" decision that it should not be left for destruction. Apparentiy

ro ong, including SRWEMEEST was told of this decision or the fact that the material

had been returnsd to 0TS. As Dr. Xedess recalled, this took p]aco pricr to his

being told by i3nEEed to inform Fort Datrick thau destruction of the material on

the inventory 1ist could occur. Though toxins were not originally included in

the Presidential Order for BW materials destruction, the DOD subseauently did so
“include it. 53w stated that he probably sheuld have taken steps at that time

to see that it was destroyed. Z5addd vias present during this discussion and took -
no issue with EoWEPMBy account. MNeither could recall precisely how the meterial

was delivered to OTS but agreed that only three possibilities existed: it was -
brought back by either (HENER or by..5%Me or delivered by someone from Fort
Detrick. The latter possibility was consicdered to be the most Tikely. enxreed vas
certain trat the shﬂlifish toxin in storzgz in 0TS is the same toxin as that 11<1rn
on the inventory. Ho resolution as to the discrepancy between the amounts could b
found. STSMB¥ reported that a recalculation of the amounts in storage based upon
labels showed that 11.4 grams are actually on hand. Since it is in several differen:
forms and complete reliance is placed upon labeling, however, no real dmscrepancv
- may actually ex1s». .

“A .-‘ % g

6. In resnonse to a question as to the servicing of 0pcratuona7 requircmeniﬁ
o sta*ed cQte"or;ca1]J that he had nesvar received an operational roqu1re:ent
for MKHAOMI materials during his tenure in 0TS. The most he ever received in that
vein were questions as to the state of the art in terms of what might be possibie.
He apparently had to respond frecunnt1y in a2 negative way to questions about the
availability of instantaneous incapacitants. A principal interest in such a
capability was expressed both by Agency personnel and Army Special Forces in
relation to a desire to knock out a Viet Cong leader before he could render himsolf
unable to talk. No such capability existec, nor was the developnent of such a
capability in the near term foreseezble. .

7. In discussing the way in which the project was managed,aﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ? generally
confitmed earlier information on the subject. Virtually no written records were .
generated. Indeed he stated that during his association with the project he h2d :
never seen an cperatioral file on the project. Funding generally supported SOD's
operations without close accounting on a tasking basis. During his periocd, the
progrem pursued by SOD was almost entirely one of its own maling He stated that =
his role was essentially one of keeping track of what was going on. Moreover, lic :
pointed out that he had no mandate fromaEES¥FPto initiate any new efforts
within the project. He made it clear that the requirements of the Army Special :
Forces were the driving force defining SOD activities. He stated that Special Lo
Forces' interest included a number of weird things, definitely among which was R
assassination. He also stated, however, that therc was ne way in the world that '
such an interest could be documented. SO0D's program centered on or about "the big
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five" Tnis term refarred to five special delivery systems for BYW agents whi @ ;
ware beind developad Tor spacific use by Spacial Forces. Included among these v {
-the micrc projectile project -- which appears to be jdentical to the micro-bio-
inpcculzicr -- in which so much Agency interest was shown. Neitherﬁﬁgﬁig$¥fnor
i could remember what the other four delivery systems were. Special’ Agency

interesi had been shown toward soluble projectiles primarily as a means 7or intro-
ducing larger amounts of incapacitants into the body and in dog incapacitating

- systems. The latter were apparently actually tested on the guard dogs maintainad .
in earlier times at Isolation. The use of Nalline as an antidote had proved very f T
effective so that the dogs completely recovered in about five minutes after its : '
administration. HNearly all of this work had bsen started and reached its high
point before SSEZEBY +ina.

8. In general, ™ ,character1zed his experience with the proacc» as havin ?
been very unaventful, continuously d.m111shnng in. ]eve1 and not at a1l of major
interest or significance. .

- 8, In summary, I found the discussicn with%&ﬁ%ﬁﬁ} helpful and entirely ,
believable. Hs has, I think, cleared up the quastion as to hew we became the P

unwitting possessor of our shellfish toxin store. He stated that it was handTed o
with extreme care alweys. Undoubtedly it wes simply i{ransferred from one freozor
to another and in his VIEH con+1nua111 kept under adequate control. ) was

certain that nothing had been done with it sabsequent to fts delivery during the
time he remainzd with the Agoricy. %8823 has given assurances that it was unuourr?u
subsequent to that. ZSEEEE¥S-account of th virding down of MKNAOMI is consistent
with our records.
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