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”Pursuant to your telceohone !nsfrucf!onsv the fol!bwlng tnfermaticn

which is bzing carricd on uader a contractval arrangement with ihe

“source of codelne is colum or morohiae derivad frem coium, Seyenty-
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Nat!onal Iinstitute of Mental H*clth Sepltembur 12

Director : | -
hﬂh&!Addlctlon Reseerch Center, °H<H Loxtngton, Kentucky

Proposed Transfcr~of Dr.jH. F. Fraser to & Defense Project

E

which has a bearing on the prooosed frdnsfer of Dro H, F. Fraser
fc a Defense Project 1s submitted.

Dr. Fraser currently i3 deeply involved tn anofhcr Defense ?roject

QOfftce of Naval Research. Thz contrect number i3 Niwonr 131-53,

it comes under Capt. F. H. Culmby, Head, Physiology Branch, iffice
of Naval Resecarch, Th« project has been carried on since 052,
"The contract was ranewad on August 8, 1953 and prowidas sufficlent
_funds to operste ‘the project to jutv I, 1936.

The oblect cf the project Is to d2valop a synthetic substitute
for codeine, Such & substitute 1s badly needed since the current

five per cent of ths nation's pilitary oad civilian necaeds for
narcotic drugs are for dodeine rather than for merabine, Sincz na
adzegquate synthetic substituie {one-which wouid be as sate from the
point cf view of toxlcity and eddiefion ilabitityl) is availabiz,
this mzana that we must continue to stocknile oplume In the zvant
of war the oplum preducing arcas-could be lost within & vzry short
period of time, lzaving t9¢ country entirciy dapeadsnt on stockplics
of opium <3 & dource cf codeinc. If a synthetie substitute could

be found which Is a3 safz as codelne, adequete maauviacturinag
facttitlies for synthetic chamicals could provids all needs,

To date thz project has uncoverad ene drug, the dextro=-3-mzihyla
ether cf _Dromsran, which may be effective in the sunpr2ssion of
coughe This G’U“ 1s currently under oliniss! irial. There is,
hcac:b., v Suwvidigine avoifabiz which woutd repildc2 cedzinzg for
rc!t«r of mildaer types =f paia., Curreprly in progress are studics
of ﬂexiro-oropnxyoH ang, 4 Sya.hz?lc cempaund in the ma2thidone serics
studies ci the alnha=predine 2nralng In tho hexamethyleneining szrins
egnd studizs on comaounds ia Bath fhe rarphiaga gad mEperising scries
ia which thz ohznathyl arsuad hos buzne zubstivelald for dhs miisy]
.rs"p an aitrogen. ~ll oi these cemonynds have bzgn submittad to
tha Orug Addiction Committec of the Natisnal Reecares Council and
all arz thought Yo have scme puteatiality as possible Subsrifuics
fer codeinz,

The testing of n2w synthetlic 5na!cﬁ'ic drurs raquires snzaial
trailning of the Cificcr on tie job fer & sarind of bwo vzars.
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Caly Dr. freser and myself have the required tratning and
experiences Nelfther Dr. wikler or Or. €ssig do work in this
field, so neither could adequately replace Dr. Fraser. Since
we are curreatly operating two experimentel wards, the entire
burden would fall on myself, with a grecat Increase in danger
to cur experimental patients since | can not handle two wards
and my administrative dutlies iIn & proser fashion.

Transfer of Dr. Fraser 8t this time would, therefore, mean
censiderable slowdown In the analgesic testing program here. _
| do not think we would be able te fill our contractual eblligations
to the Gffice of Naval Research adequately. <‘onsequentiy, both

the Cffice of Naval Reszarch and the Orug Addiction Committece

of the National Research Council should be consulted before the =
transfer is efizcted, :
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