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U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535  

 
December 7, 2016 

 
MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 

 
  

 
FOIPA Request No.: 1362207-000 
Subject: LINKLETTER, ARTHUR GORDON 

 
Dear Mr. Greenewald: 
  

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act.  Enclosed is one CD containing 125 pages of previously processed documents 
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions.  This release is being provided to you at no charge. 

 
Please be advised that FBI files 15-7223 (1/5/1993); 26-47877 (12/1/1993); 15-3920 

(10/10/1992); 95-HQ-62416 (8/17/1993); and 87-95585 (6/28/1990), which may or may not be responsive to 
your FOIA request, have been destroyed.  The records-destruction practices of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) are conducted in full compliance with Title 44, United States Code, Chapter 33 and the 
Code of Federal Regulations, Title 36, Chapter 12, subpart 1228.  
 

For your additional information, a record that may be responsive to your Freedom of 
Information Act request has been transferred to the National Archives.  You may desire to direct a request to 
the National Archives, 8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD  20740-6001. Please reference file numbers 
94-57196, 31-173141, and 100-HQ-0-SEC 808. 
 
 Additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this release of previously 
processed material does not satisfy your information needs for the requested subject, you may request an 
additional search for records.  Submit your request by mail or fax to – Work Process Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, 
Winchester, VA  22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request Number in your 
correspondence.   
 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA.  See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010).  This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA.  This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records 
do, or do not, exist. 

 
For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”  

The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request.  Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request.  Your patience is appreciated. 
 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States  
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you  
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web site:  
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home.  Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.  If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal.”  Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily 
identified. 
  

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home


 

 
 
 You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov.  Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov.  If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.”  Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
  Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 

Enclosure(s)  

mailto:ogis@nara.gov
mailto:foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov


 

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 

or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 

fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 

could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 

private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 

the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 

would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual  pursuant 

to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government  service 

he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the  person 

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

 

FBI/DOJ 
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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT~. 

ITED STATES DEPAR~ENT OF JUST~CE 

97932 
7-2 ' ' 

Laborat?ry Work Sheet Recorded 

Ro : :'UNSTJB. . . . 
ARt LilntLETTEiE 
EXroRTION ·.· .· . 

. .. ·, 

Q$ Envelope be~ring hp address "ARl\ tiUKT.J~TTER C.B.S. 
TELEVION HOLT..~Y\·!OOD CALIF;" postmarked 11 JAHAICA, U.Y. 
FJ£B l"O"i95!J. 9-PM. II 

Q6 Aooomp~nying r1ot& oo11sisting oi' out-outs .from newspapcn<~ 
clippings reading "THIS IS IT YOUR LAST CHAliCE YOUR 
CHILDREN ARE NEST RAT.~ 

b6 
b7 
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!;TANDARD PORI~ M>, 84 , : e ... 
Office Niemorandum • 

.L {[tZi 

··~ UNITED STA¥YES GOVERNMENT 

~(fr 
PROM 

. SUBJECT: 

DIRECTOR~ FBI// 

SAC I L*LES (9-1618). . ,: '.' 
/ ., . . . . ' .· 

UNSP)31 \ · · .·.· A'ITENTION: FBI IABOHATORY ART·:.LINKLETTER- Victim . .__ _________ ..;.;, 

DATE: 2/26/54 

EXTORTION . /'- j . 
/ . 

Remytel 2/2§/51~ end mylet same date, 

'l'here is enclosed br.:rewi th for the Bureau the original and. 
one photostatic ccpy of an !lddit.ional letter received by victim wh:l,ch . 
•..ras postmarked Febranry 16, 1954, at Jamaica: New York. It is noted I 
this letter 'Wii.~ add:r-e:=:;;ed to .ART LIHKLETl'ER, CBS 'J:elevision, liOllJ'Iroo~· .. 
Californie.q The contents of the letter consists of cutouts f:rom news . . l)~rs 
attached vith scotehta.pe to accounting type paper and stateo, "This 1 it. 
Yom· last chance. Your children are nest. Ra~". f 

It ls reque::;t~d that the same examination afforded the lettern 
previously furnished the Bm:cc.u be a.ff'orc,ecl. this letter. 

·•; ·t :,l l' '· ' ' · ' ~"' l·r · ' ·:·rv I I advised that the above lett,.~r· J •. I .. - . .. \ .,J ..... .... - .. . \•t_O, ,, ) L.. • .,..,...____,,..,.,,....._...... '" 

1 ~2.~ ili scovc:: ccci t od:'ly, F0b:cuary 2b, 195!1., among fan mail which '"as recel vr;c1 
•at victi~ 's c·ffi.cr: ·from CBS 'l'elevision s ·t.'..ldio 1 IIoll:yl-rood, Ca.Hfornia. 
I .,. j'le causing a check to be made of all i'an mail which has not 
.prev10usly been screened for any ndditione.l letters from Unanb to victim. 

1 I advised she .. shoved 'Lhe en cloned letter to victim thin 
date and he does not feel concerned about tr•e mattero Attem,pLG have 
been made to interview victim; however, due to his extremely buuy 
Bchedule, h~ has not been avn.ilabJ.e for i •1tervie\.; up to this t.Jme. 
Victim's secret.ury is utGempiing to arrange i'or an in·~erview vJt.h victiu1 

concerning this matter on !'1onday: tf.arch 1, 1954. 

. I The Bureau '·rill be kept advised of any additional dcvelopmenta. 

, \: ~ One photostatic copy of the afore-mentioned letter is being 
\~ ·· fonrarded herewith to the New York Divil3ion. . 

Ain w~.n 
En, :J. 

GD,i;/p.:ns 

REG. 

cc: Hew York 

·fiLEs 
· .. ... . 

b6 
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tnrout..n <'J.1 1 for oxa.'Tlinotion. 

195.4 

submitting two 
in the laboratory 

and Q4. 
l-our lutent fin;:.:,arprlnts of value developed on Q3 

Evidence is onclosed. 

Laboi'btory r~pol"t sopa.rate. 

Encl~\~s Ut) 
C C - _: E. ;.r·~'*_e:D.k .. 

MAR 1 b 1954 
COM ~~sl 
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gcb 

. Laboratory Work Sheet 

. ·.~; 

_Lib~ File ... ~ u;:sun; 
Be: /dl' IJ:IKIETTER -VICTIM 

EX']K)!~TIOH ~~!b 'f-Jj;'G 9 
. : ·.•.. .. . . D-160731 .t..X 

Examination requested by: 

Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: 
!lOt-. 2-Qs-sh 

Doow~mt .. ?inRE!rpritlt. 

v 
9-25669-~ 

Date received: 

Result of Examination: Examination by: 

Specimens SUbmitted for examination 

/ 
.. \ . I . 

. ,1-/ 

_.. 

Q:? Aeco;.npcm.;.tnc·: n'>tl.: .~ooe or ltottern cm1 w.):acfs cut frott na>t$!Jt\f'1Gr heginnine 
.. 'e,:e ¥'nnt you ....... ~· andi ::c on rover~ «.too "r-a Trnmp." 

be ' • 

b6 
b7C 



·, .···.·•.' " 

'OffiCe 'Memoran~um . 
DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC 1 LOS ANGELES (9-NEW) ''.' ' 

UNJ®)WN SUBJECT; . 
AR~tiNKLETTER - VICTIM 

-·----._ EXTORTION . ... "· 

original 
received 
February 
Jamaica, 

\ 
I 

ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY 

Remytel February 25, 1954. , ~ .!l, .. 71 - ~~c' ;rr(\i~· ·~ .. 
There is submitted as an enclosure hereto the ~ --( : · 

and one photostatic copy or two extortion letters . , 
by victim. It is noted one letter is postmarked ··· 
1, 1954, and the other, February 10, 1954, both 
New York. 

The laboratory is requested to examine these 
extortion letters for fingerprints. It is likewise request•"d 
that the handwriting on the envelopes be searched through the 
anonymous letter file for a possible identification. 

The victim, ART LINKLETTER, is a pro~nent television 
. ~and radio personality. 

r---------~T~h~e letters were forwarded to the Los Angeles by 
ILINKLETTER1s secretary, by letter dated February 

~2~4~,~1=9-54~.~S~h~e was telephonically contacted upon receipt of the 
letters and advised that she had shown the letters to Mr. 
LINKLETTER, and he could furnish no information concerning 
the identity of the subject. According to I I LINKLETTER 
has . no acquaintances in Jamaica, New York. She advised that 
LINKLETTER was Master of Ceremonies at a Pillsbury "baking 
r•ntest" in New York City on December 15, 1953, and has not 
been in New York since that date. LINKLETTER was also M.C. 
of a Press Party for President Eisenhower in Washington, D. c., 
on February 6, 1954 . 

..___ ____ ~....,~I explained that LIN~TTER receives a 
tremendous amount of fan mail and some of it is not handled 
for three or four weeks after receipt. She advised she would 

,AIR MAIL REGISTERED RECORDED-?(; (7- (:~~~""' h C:\1- ~ 
En~ls. '\ . tl ,, c~ · R~ / :i >··· 
GDH·MRB . (} .. . _ ' · . f!l 11. . ... .. ,. · . J • 

cc:. NEW YORK (Encls. )(Air Mail~i :.,~. ~,:·. ,; .. :.: (·,; (~.l ~~/".:., i ·)· . ~~ <J" 
· .. . .. rt7dif (161 COPIES DESTROYEfl 

30 l JUL 21 19G5 



• • 
LA 9-NEW 

cause an immediate search to be made of all ·, fan mail · on hand 
to determine if any additional letters of · a similar nature have 
been received. 

I lrurther advised that LINKLETTER is the 
father of ~t~h-re_e __ d~a-ug~hters and two sons, aged from five to 
seventeen . ... 

No personal contact has been had with LINKLETTER 
as yet, but arrangements will be made to interview him as 
soon as possible. 

The New York Division is being furnished one 
photostatic copy of each of the letters received by the 
victim. New York is requested to conduct any logical 
investigation possible at Jamaica, New York, t ·o determine 
the identity of the unknown subject. 

Assistant United States Attorney HOWARD R. HARRIS, 
Los Angeles, was contacted and advised of this matter. He 
stated that the letters undoubtedly constitute a violation 
of the Extortion Statute and suggested that investigation be 
made. 

I I Homicide Division, Los Angeles 
Police Department, was advi1ed of the receipt of the aforementioned 
letters by the victim. He stated that no information has 
previously come to the attention~the Los Angeles Police Depart
ment regarding this matter, but he would notify this office 
immediately if they receive any information of interest. 

The Bureau will be kept advised of all pertinent 
developments. 
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?BI r LOS ANGELES 
/ 

FEDEilAL !JUI;fi\U Of I:IVfSTIGATI:JN 

U. S. DEPAflTMtNl iJI JIISTICE 

COMi1iUNl~~i T!OiiS SEGTION • 

8-38 PM NDB 
'Mr. ! 1 i •n ; 
M bs l;:, · :y .. 

/ '"'i __ _ ' );.:--/ . 

J-1JIRECTOR, FBI 

2-25-54 

URGENT 
~ .. - - _ - __ 

r 
I) fA ,' / ' I / '!\(~· ' ~:!1~JI_,r-b-···· ,, / ( I ' .I 

, .... ~~~ 

,r; e . ..; ft-.·• I s. ' '/ I \ 

NATIONALLY KNO\'iN TV )'l+lD RADIO i.Jl'lSUB., ART LINKLETTER, V!~~IM.A VICTIM IS 
... I 

VICTI~ RECEIVED TWO LETTERS POSTMARKED JAMICA, NE~ YORK, FED. 

Oil£ LI1ST AND FEB. TEN LAST. FIRST LETTER, C0~1POSED OF NEWSPAPER 

CUTOUTS PASTED HITH SCOTCHTAPE TO BLACK PAPER, STATES QUOTE \1/E taJANT 

YOU TO GET TOGETHER ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS. WE WILL LET YOU KNOH ~JHERE 

YOU HAVE TO SEND IT. DONT CALL THE POLICE OR YOUR QUOTE LITTLE GIRL 

U:iQlJOTE HILL NOT HAVE THEIR LAST TEN DAYS, YOU TRA~JP UNQUOTE. SECOND 
' . 

LETTER, COMPOSED OF NEWSPAPER CUTOUTS PASTED WITH SCOTCHTAPE TO PLAIN 

~HIT£ PAPER, STATED QUOTE THIS ITS YOUR FINAL WARNING UNQUOTE. VICTIM 

IS FATHER OF THREE GIRLS AND TWO BOYS. VICTIM CAN FURNISH NO INFO 
. 

CO!ICEENING IDENTITY OF SUBJ. VICTH1 HAS ENCEE OF PILLSBURY BAKING 

CONTEST IN NYC DEC. FH'TEEN LAST AND HAS NOT BEEN IN NYC SlNCE THEN. / 
./ 

VICTI!~ HAS ALSO E~lCEE AT PRESS PARTY FOR PRESIDENT EISENHOVJER AT ./l 
.'// 

WASHINGTON, D c, FEB, SIX LAST. LAPD ADVISED. FACTS PRESENTED USA, 
- ' 

LA, WHO REQUESTED INVESTIGATION. EXTORTION LETTERS BEING FORWARDED - , 

BY AIR t1AIL TODAY. 9~ ft{QRO£\)r{· S~ :..~· ' ~ · ; ___ :;) 
, ~~~ QlJ ~J t_a -- \ ti'Ju .· s;);~ tt)· ~~ .. 

. MALONE • • .. f[;P• 7;}\ "1@:;~- ~~s~q··"''<JI'~ 
/. A,,J" 1\ \"- AlfD·-~son __ 

- - · vr Y? 1 --v 1 \ . ·r· ~~~Tlv~~!.9"' 
PLS • , ,\ ··/;\· ln,•/j'7;;t 

,. II' , . 

"(;" 



HARCH 2, 1954 · AI11T1i!L 
: ." G .\tR .. -6 

SAC 1 f,OS AN'!:':ELES At l HAIL 

Ul!SlP., ART LIITKLETTER, VICTIN, E~~·roRTIOlf. R:~Urt'l'-::I. 

p-:'~) '.:}• 1 ~ p~r 24 1() t:'l. 
~ . • ~ ·' ,-i v 1 • • \ .1. ' I ;)lf • 

J\TT3H'l1Hf.i. }(g;~p BUREAU :UYviSe:D OF ALL DEVELOPHim'.rs. 
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EHH: js 

.. · 



REPORT 
uf the 

' . , ' ·~'I 

. · . .. . 

4
~. 

-.; ., 

.• . t • 
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·... .. . 
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.. : ··.~ .. . . .. 
• . mr sr.r:t3 • ; • . 

. Ar:T ~tDTKtETTER - VICTU! · 
FXTO.RTION . 

. . 

' 
' ' .,,;,HoM .. , o, .. ;;;, 

c:.u.inatoon r~Qututed bv: Los 11 n e 1 c s 

r<•lerence: Le.ttcr 2/25/54 
Examination ttquested: 

. Spt~i~mi · .' · 

. YOUR FILE NO. 

FBI FILE ·NO. 

LAB. NO. 

9-neH· 
9-25669 ' 

· D-180787. iJ.: 

Ql .envelope bourinc the h~' nd pririted addres.s in pencil 
and ·red in!: "~& 1\ H'r LI~ iKLETI1::i1 C-Li.S. TLLi·~VlSIOH HOLLY 
Cf•. LIP. n po ~:' Lr:c rl-:od 11 Jt:·it\ IC ( ' L. y. l •', B 19.54. II 

. 

C:2 J\ CCO!rt~)u i! ;{i fl~ ; n o·co :~ t t : do oi' lottCl'G and uor•d:.; cut from 
0 , • .., ,... ·-•1• 1 ·~· · ·· · , . , ,·n .·.- II: · ~ T. • .... r·'· ··ou · " .-.~~ · ~·-,- . o '·' ""'0\'0l'' ·: o n .~,;;JP'-":>o uv r .J .•• n_ .. • ~> .. u ....... ~.~ ~y • • • • ~ll -· .1.'· ·~- ., ... ~ 

s:tde "yuu. 'l 'r :np. 11 

(~3 Envelope Lo et !' lnz the hund prin ted addl,E: ns "~·; AHT -
Lii1KLL'!"1'l .. fi ; C. B. 3. TElliVI8IO:J. HuLI.Y ~·,' OOD CALIFORNI/1 
postranrlccd ",JiiJ :.i•. ICA, 1LY. I·,:::.n 10 195L~ 6:.')0 Pi,l." 

II I > 

(..!:J w 
, . 'Jl .... 

Q4 Accompcnyin 1~ note ;:1uqc .o.(' le~t;cr·c .::: nd vi.Ol'd.s cut i'rom 
l'JC!·'SU F n(r bo ··- ln n l ~ ltr. 1\f\rlt f(ll .!.l.!::-:Ittu II ondi · · ~· 11 i·' I· R~ir .! (' 11 
.... - .. • -- (. .) • • .. . . ; ' ' - ___ J,J ('r"''-; • • • • .;; • tj. ~ . ~ J. J. . - . • ·' • 

l;adl-= 
Nlch~· .. _ 
Br:\....,,_ 
Otl;l-
c;a;.~.~.-Hati,. __ 

1.""'r,.., __ 
(ie,,., --

~---

'1r, ''l ' L o ;' a : ,; , t;] on : ~~C~~~~~,..fg- -'- \' . ' r 
Sp.scirwns Cl thrvu[;h C;4 HC.lZ.G- ;yt)~PC: i 1 c6 ~iu'out;;h Li!o ;:. pgl' l.pl·1t• \,o 

acctlons of tho AliUU~y<)out r~t!i$.e~; Fl.lc ~• l tbot!t e1'i'ecting an 
id&ntifico. tion. l'"phbtob":J:)B.~d .. C'J!JY oi' those spoc:l.t~ens will be 
e:c:clcd to the file rf~l''o~H~\,rttn·ffi~'f?roncc. 
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To: 

Re: 

· .. ~ 

REPORT 
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7-1 

FEDERAL BUREAU-OF INVESTIGA. T __ ·_._ •. · __ o~. ·-.... :.;_·_ .. · ... _ .. -_~ ... : ·:_._·: t_·_.·_._·•·_. ·· 2 _.~~- --·_·· ".· " __ ; _, · _ .• _··._·-' _. .· 
WASHINGTON o·c . ··: -":~. ·· · · i :,-;; '· '··· ;.<t::·""t5l?5 

r ', .. 1,, ' 

_,, •• ~ p . ... --. .. { .. , , • • -~ ~ 
UN~ . :.~~:· ,I 'I ·~·· ' ~~'; • ,·"•'i :. ' ·<:';· . 

· ·, . . , . . . •.:· 'f· ; · · ·,, ·.c {'; , · . · . John Edgar Hoov•r,.Director 
.AR_ INKLETm.R - ·VIOTIM ·. · . __ , .. ·· · : 
EXTORTION .. l''· ''·. , . ~b~R ~i~E - ~o. 

. . -~;f- . 

J , .: 

Letter dated 2-20.-54 

Document .. P!ngerprin.t 

FBI FILE NO .. 

LAB. NO. , 

9-1618 
·9-25669 
D-180956 AX 

C6 Envelope bearing hand printed address TfART .. LIDKLETTER c.B.s. 
TELEVION HOLTJY1·JOOD CArJ!F," postmarked "JAMAICA, R.Y. FEB 16 
1954 'tJ'=PM. It 

Q6 Accompanying note conDisting o!' cut-ou·ta fr~m newspaper 
clippings reading 11 'EHIS IS IT YOUR LAST CHANGE YOUR CHILDREN 
ARE l1ES T Rll. T. II 

ft.I,~O strm-trTTED: Photo~1tnts of q5· and Q6. 
Results of 1~arr1ination: 

w -'> ... ._.ill~...... . • ' 

It uas concluded that the bend print.i.ng appeal'ing on the envoloJ...'l<l t 
Q5~ vlas praparod by the individual t-lho prepared tho hand printing 
appcepinc; on ths envelopes, c;~l and QJ, previously subm:tttod 'VIith yonr 
, ,.., t:' ')"n OJ" f·' " b' 1 ''lf1 1 "~· ' ) ':: ]\it'::! ~ ..,,, J l.Jt .t . . tj .;.l •'I .,;. J ( .• ~. J " ·' ~~ .t..t , O 



' : ' . . •' ·:.- ·' . 

is unui"acturad by the Riverside Paper 6o~po:x.-at:ton,. Appleton~ 
Wisconsin~ The message nppe~r!ng on Q6 appears to have been 
prepared by cutting out portions or a newspaper and affixing 
them to the aheet of paper ffith a tr-anspa:rant cellopha_ne tape. 

Specimens G5 and Q6 will be cham!~cslly treated .ror the 
development ot latent; fingerpl .. inta and a separate report liill 
ba submitted on this phsse of the axsmination. 

Specimens Q5 and Q,6 will bo ratlli.""'nGd to your .. ~:f'.t'ics wi~ 
the latent fingerprint report• 



Remylet 2/25/54. 

Contact h~s been maintained with the victim's secretaryl 
L...----~____.1 She advised on 3/3/54 that no additional 

threatening letters have been discovered in the victim's 
fan mail and for this reason "They are not getting exercised 
sbout the matter". I I again advised that the victim 
can furnish no information regarding the identity of tha 
unknown suspect. I lstated that the victim hab 
been u~usually busy the past week and for this reason she 
~as not arranged an appointment for Agents to personally 
8iscuss the matt~r with him. 

I ~as again advised that Agents of thls office 
are available to interview Mr~ LINKLETTER about the matter 
at his convenience. She stated that if 1>'1::>. LINKLETTER 
des ired to arrange an interview with Agents to discuss the 
:1a tter she waul d contact this of flee and make arrangements 
for such interview. I lfurther stated that they are 
continuing to search LINKLETTER's fan mail for any additional 
letters sent to him by the unknown subject. She will 
immediately notify this office if any additional letters 
are uncovered. 

In view of the close contact being maintained with 
ARP LINKLET'rfm 1 s secretary and her insistence that LINK
LE'rTER can furnish no informs tion con earning this matter, 
no further effort will be made to personally interview 
the victim unless additional developments warrant such 
action. 

GDH:ELM 
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-~-- - ---- -- --- - ----- - -~'-

·. S'fN•'·'r,;;,IS OF FACTI~ : 

Victim J. :: r.;<f.il.on.a._LJ.J / uor-rn ti and 1':, .-::...o pe-:-.>:~ona.U t:' • ·. __ . ~-::...i: : 'o -::::::.~ 
j anonyn1~:1 , , 11 threat,J:t i : ., lot ~...era poa ·L • '· ;~rl-:o(,j, 2/? hh, 2/ lQJ~'-i- <lL:. ~- '15/'-4, 
dt Jamaic:r iicw Yot'Y.:. JJJtt~::- or 2/11/ ''h dt]IT•:. .,., a'eo' v).ctilu. _-6<:/.• •~ .. ::.·~to--. ' .. • ,f . ................ -~ -~ - . ..,..,.,;~<I"""--

.j?l, OOC u.ncJ.<;I' threat rit rtarr~. :.o Victj_;, 1ti cl,i ld. Jz'~·t-::- of 2 .. /l:/~- s~teE 
"'rhis its J'M~' final :..,a:c"in;-;. 11 !P.t,te;,· rJf ?/16/51;, ~-:..;.:tea_ :r;~..i .:: :..~ :;,-v. 
'{ou:r l ast cr •·L t:c:c:. YouJ· ci::i : ·:ren aJ•r. iV': r~ t. lt: lt." :·::: tabc·:_ -:- ---.-co:·:-
cl ltdos that l!anciv•ri tL-1g ut. :•.1.1 3 cnvt:Jov': :; i :; \_-:1)11 ·-.::.::.':..:... . ·; .- - - .. .,.,_ 
ceivos large volume oi' fan m:Lll and can fu1·ui~h :\il i:-.= ~rmat~-: ~ --~:a~ro'~ ~. ~ - ... - ... '"""' 5 ~J-5 

identity of subject. Victim believ-ed letVn·s ;J.r c• ,;c!'~ of n.:::..:..c '' and 
expresses lack of concern i'oi: safety of hiroaelf a.11d f :_:_nrily. :..::: Angeles 
Po lie e Department notified. 

p 

DETAILS: AT LOS 11.NGU:L'i!.:Sz CALIFORNIA 

By letl.r;Jr dated February -.:h, 1954, I I secretn1•:r 
to· ART LIIfl\LE.'T'I'ER, i.t. well-known radio and telev:J.sion r,(Jrsonalit~r, furrrlshud 
the: Los Angeles Office two letters wl~ich, she flbated, had been rece:i.vnd in 
Mr. LDrKLETTl!:R' s i'an mail. 

One letter was postmarked February (date illegible), 1~)~~1 1 , at 
Jamaica, Nevr York. The envelope was addressed II% ART LINKL~'I'TER, CII:J 
Tela,--_i_s:Lon, Holly , C;~lif. 11 The reverse side of the enve l ope h<:ts tho 
initials SHAK. Th:Ls ,mvelope v:a::; -adc!r ,;c; sc!r.i in hand pri nt-.Ln -- wi.th rod ink 

COPFfEf~~~~hg~~vbn over pencil lettering. The letter c ontained i n thin 

30 l JUl. 21 1 

C2 ·Bureau (9-25669) 
1 USA, Los Angeles 
2 New York 
2 Los Angeles 

i . 

'••. ; 

. ' 
i 

' 
' i 
i 



••••• 
":• j, ... -., 

' .' 
; ,\ ' : . ·; ·-·' .... '· . . -~-) :. ; ' ·) 

envelope.· consisted· ·0~ newspaper cut-outs pasted with' :.scotch·.'ta~:-to a 
piece of black paper. The letter states as follows:· 

"We want you to get together $1,000. We will let you know 
11here you have to send it. Don 1 t call the police or your 1 little girl' , 
will not have that last 10 days. fou tramp. 11 

1'he other letter furnished b1 was contained in an 
envelope addressed in hand printing in pencil to ART LINKLET'rERS, CBS 
Television, Hollywood, Calif.," and vostr!larkod J.tebruary 10, 6:30p.m., 
Jcmaica, New York. The contents of the envelope consisted of a piece of 
plain white paper on which there was attached, with scotch tape, newspaper 
cut-outs stating as follows: 

"Rat, this it 1 s your final warning. 11 

At the request of tne reporting Af;er;t, I lhad an em-
ployee in Mr. LINKLET'rEH 1 s office malce a search through the a vailabJ~ fan 
mail that had not been opened, to determine if any additional letters had 
~addressed to him which contained a threat. On i.1arch 1, 1954,1 I 
L__jfurnished an additional letter which had been located in the victim 1 s 
fan mail. She likewise furnished this letter and it is noted that the 
envelope is also hand printed in pencil and postmarked February 16,. 1954, 
at Jamaica, New York. The contents of this letter consisted of newspaper 
cut-ou'ts r-·'~.sted by scotch tape to a piece of ;hain white paper to read 
as follows: 

"This is it. Your last chance. Your children are nest, 
rat." 

On .March 9, 1954, the FBI Laboratory advised (Lab file D-
180956AX) that it was concluded that the hand printing appearing on the 

. envelope postmarked February 16, 1:64, was prepared by the saJno individual 
who prepared the hand printing appem·ing on the envelopes of the other 
two letters received by victim. 'fne laboratory furthP-r advised that the 
letters received by victim had been ~~ear-ch•.?.d tlu·ough the Anony1:1ous IR.tter 
·File without effecting an identification. 

On hiarch 10~ 1954, the laboratory advised that four latent 
fingerprints oi.' value were developed on the first two letters mentioned 
above as received by victim. On the same date the laboratory also ad
vised that no latent impressions of value were developed on the last 
letter recei vud by victim .. hich was postmc.t.rked February 16, 1954. 

· ... ·· . . I ~ecretary to An'l' LINKLETTEH, and who is employnd 
. (. :_.·.·. _··. by t.he .. John G.uedels Ag.ency, 8321 rverly Boulevard, Los .ll.n. geles, Cali-

. :~: - ·:;: ~· •.':t'.r;>~D:ia, .tel:~phonically advised SA_ lon February 25, 1954, · 
· i·· -:that the 

1 
tw6 letters which she had. just sent to the Los Angeles Office · ,• . ~~. ,-_. ... , '; . ~ ; ·. ···. ' ' .9· -·~· . 

. . t; , ... 
,•, ·'· ,· .. 

b6 
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were apparently letters re_co.ived as r~gular, fan mail by_ the C.Bs stuctib. 
She stated that Mr. LINKLE'ITER receives a tremendous amount of. fan mail 
and that the fan mail is sometimes not handled for three or four rreeks 
after receipt. She stated that upon discovery of the first two threaten
ing letters quoted above she showed them to Mr. LINKLETTER. She stated 
.-ir. LINKL.8TTBR advised her he has no acquaintances in Jamaica, Long 
Island, Ner1 York, and he has no idea who the ant.hor of the lettei•s could 
be. Sne stated that the only activHy which !1Ir. LINKLE'l"l'EH had had 
around New York was on December 15, 19)3, when he was traster of Ceremonies 
at the Pillsbury baking contest in New York City. She stated he had not 
been in New York since that date. She further stated that IJNKLET'l'ER was 
Master of Ceremonies at a press party for President EISENHOV&~R on Febru
ary 6, 1954, and this was his last occasion to be in the East. 

· Contact was maintained withl lby both sAil 
~nd the reporting Agent, and she advised on .iJ1arch 3, l~nd 

~....-.. ~~.a-r-c":""h~l~l___.anci 16, 195!~, Lhat victim had received no additional threatening 
letters, and !'or Lhir; roac;on victim i~; not concerned about the matter and 
feels that the writer o.f the letters is a;)parently a ''crank." 

The reporting Agent and SAl I made several attempts to 
arrange an appointment to intervie·w victim LINKLETTER about the rna tter, 
butl j:ldvised he was extremely busy in that he followed a ntight" 
schedule due to hir raclja afd television activities. Upon receiving no 
additional letters advised that Mr. LINKL~'I'Tlm did not feel the 
matter should receive an.Y additional attention at this time. 

It is noted t11at AliT LINKL!~'l'TJ•;J, has a nationally televised 
show known as "Art I.inkletter 1s House Party, 11 wLich is televised over the 
Columbia Broadcasting System. 

On February 25, 1954, Hr. HOi'/Aiill H. HARRIS, Assistant United 
States Attorney, was advised of the threatening letters received by 
victim, whereupon he staLod that there was no doubt the letters consti
tuted a violation of the Extortion Statute. 

On /Gbru:H'Y 2S, 1951.1, I I of the Homicide 
Division, Los angeles Police DepartliJerrc,, v;as telo:•l!onically advised of 
the receipt of the first two extortion lettGrs b~i vict.i.rn. I!e advised 
that no previous infonnation concerning this matter had come to the 
Los Angeles Police Department's attention and advised the L~s Angeles 
Office would be immediately contacted in the event any further informa
tion was received. 

The following description of victim was obtained· by SA . 
.-------....;.;..;,~from vict·im 1 s secretary: 

'.,,· . 
.... ···;·"· ... .: 

.-.... :.·;· _:· ' .' 
:· .• ._·,···· 
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• 

,r,,_''r. 

• 
: ·, :' . ~' . r 

, ·Name i: · 
· :··~Age:' 

Height: 
Weight: 
Sex: 
Race: 
Nationality: 
Hair: 
Eyes: 
Occupation: 
Marital Status: 
Wife: 
Children: 

Residence: 
Office Address: 

·. 

. '.· 

• 
- ,. 

I 
I 

.•. 

JACK,b years 

ROBERT, 9 years 

DIANE, 5 years 
219 South hiJ.pleton Drive, Los 1\.ngeles 
8321 Beverly Boulevard, Los Aqgeles, 
telephone York 6291 
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At Jamaica, New York 
., .. -.. . 

. " -- ~-

. \:· '~#,;--:·:.-:. \ 

available 

· _Will conduct investigation through any logical· .. s~ . : '/'{i·· 
to determine the identity of the subject. ._; · ., ~;~ . .. :'.:, .· 

.. ' .. ·:.: ·~t:~:·;~.,;·!!~!~;~: ....... , LOS . ANGELES 

REFERENCES 

.. .. 

At Los Angeles, California 

Will follow and report results of any furth~r · ~ny-~~~t~gli.pion. 
··~ ~·jf:\t·/;· -~ . 
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.. 
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:a - Itl030 

t:oeument 

REPORT 
of t-he 

• • . - ' ·~ ' • -_._' - - - - - •• - . . . • •• _ .J, ' - • : 

1030 spocimens taken . .rrof! 1030 -atu&n1ta -~d1ns 
Thmnvn f.,. Edi'Col'l 'IOC!Jtlonnl School antl Woodrow · 
l.·;'1lson V~cetlonal High. So!lo<;tl,. 

Reaults of ~xamination; 

The htmd !,;·I•lntins appunr.tng on the envolopen ~;a. Q3 I!U1d 
(~5 previously :;n:.brf.l.itted with LOS ll.ngolss lotteJ:'S or 2./2$/t;.;4 
-was co:::1pv~d lJi th ~Jpecimenn Y~ throUgh Rl030 but noth1ne; or 
pnrtleulel' in.t,rroat or s1gn1!1CNlO& was noted which would 
nur: ,?:(H>t th!i:\ t:~e ~.d.1~nbility of obtaill1ng nny further lmo\Ul bro.\d ... 

-r,n~J.t i .. ~1 f~ ~J£;c; (;~" _ :.-: _,;-;~ ir·:::.:i :--;ny vf ~~ho ;tnrliv:tr.hw.la t"Opl"'sant0d in 
Kl thJ~O:lgh Y~lOjOo 

8 
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:: :/~,.; !>,J<O F 'RI-1 hO, 64 e 
Office Memorandum 

e ;;~~:~~ 
• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO Director, FBI { 9-2,5669) DATE: J/30/54 
ATT: FBI L~boratory . ' ~ -- - -'\ .s\: . · ~ - . 

SAC, New York (9-1995) .. , . ,. ... . ···-'- · .' . , 24543 

:' . f~~;:~~{~,~~·1J\~./'';1 ~~sf~ 
t-. 1\~t. \ :)~\ , ~M : 

\~ ' . 
. ..J SUBJECT: 

UN.StrB; 
.~.INK'LETTER VICTIM 
EXTORTION ----- · --· - · ..:~·:· :. . > . 

-" ) ; 

.j 
<( 
....J 

For the in.forma tion of the Laboratory and n;he Los 
Angeles Office, it ha.s been a.scertained that the threatening 
letters in this case Here cleared through t~e main Jamaica. 
Post Office, 88-40 164th Street, Jamaica, tr, NY. 

'!his Post Office covers t::. d<;)nsely populated area 
of approximately 12 square miles, and the Jamaica Post Office 
handles more than 1000 collection boxes l~ith all mail funneled 
through the mRin Post Office. As a consequence, it is not 
possible to tr·ace those letters to a.n ~r particular loca.li ty 
or neighborhooJ. by meanfl of the po~tmark. 

It is believed, however, that the following clues ( lt) 
in these letters tend to show that the letters may have been · 
prepared by high school or junior high school students: 

The letters were all postmarked after school hours; 
in two instances the; stamps were placed in the wrong corner; 
in all three letters the writer used hand-printed Upper Case 
letters indicating the possibility that the writer he.d taken 
or ilas taking a school course such as Art in vlhich lettering 
is used. 

In view of the above, arrangements were made 
through various principals and Art Course instructors in 
five secondary schools in the area covered by the Jamaica 
Post Office to obtain hand-printed specimens of the 
student~ printing in Upper Case letters! 

Encs. ( 1 ,I:~D) 
" 

I .~~ ;.; ' 'i'' ~-



Letter to Direc 
NY 9-1995 

A1 so enclosed are 30 specimen 
taking the Commercial Art Course at the \•loodror .. ; 1filson 

·Vocational High School, 156-10 Baisley Boulevard, Jamaica, 
LI, NY. 

The abo'Te specimen were obtained as a result of 
cooperation with local school authorities. 

The Laboratory is requested. to compare the un
identified hand-printing on the envelopes in this case 
\-tith the known specimens submitted in an attempt to effect 
an identification. 

The sa.mp le s submitted are not to be returned and 
may be destroyed after they have se1•ved their purpose. 

•··· .. ,_;:~:· . ,;:,. ., 
-·r:_.:,i·( 
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. ,., . .. · . '/~ 
· -~ LABORA'I'O~Y ~-

·~ 

·FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ·' 
· ·· . ·. . . WASHINGTON D. C. 

U .f·lSU~.; 
tJt? LI !~LETTER ..o .,VICTilf 
?. .;:?o:::TION . 

rt!mination ttquelled by: !lew York 

.Letter 4/5/54 
Euminalion ttquested: Dc)cument 

J.c~t-; of Ex.:::n:i.nation: 

.· 
... 

.,.·· . 

'I'he questioned hlind·-printing appearing on the env€lopes Ql, QJ and 95, 
prcviouoly sui:m.ltted d th Los Angeles letters of Ji'ebrua.r:r 25, 19)4, l'1as ·: 
c ·.:1p ~:rcd d th the knoY:n h:.md printing specimens deGir;n:•ted aoove as K1031 · 
thro:leh ;·:2712 tut notJlin:; •.;.i pad:.i.cular intered or aipri.fic::,nce v;;.<s noted 
·ilrich ::r:.tg;:_e::.rii; t he ~ic:;L-abili ty o.l' o·11ta:i.nin;~ an :. add.t t '· onal kno·;·.n hnnd printJ.n;: 
s:wd ·~ rms fror:1 QflY o !' the individuo.la rcprer.cmted in the ai.nve ·lcoor.n specimen~; 
: J/J .. l t.: :r-;Ju ,::l K2712. 

!':1e suC.r:llttod cvidm~ce vd.ll. te retcined in tile Latordory for thirty dn> :; 
u11lcss :1dvised t~J the contrary by your office Vii'll be destro:red at th<lt t.lmo. 

l. / • '/H . 
•' j ~- l ~. 

tea., .!U1geles ( 9-1618) 

. / ' 
:)"·. 



., 
FOilM NO, 6. . . ....l. • . . · .-: . : ·. :. .... · .. 

Mel/!6randknz ·.•··~ ..• ·,uNtrEn .·s1lEs GOVERNMEN1r 
. . . - . ·'' -· .. . ,-.· . 

Submitted herewith under separate cover are lbtJ2 
specimens of hand-printing obtained from stu~ents of the 
Jamaica Long Island High School. 

For the.":infoi·mation of' the Los Angeles Office, 
these specimens are limited to students trueing the Art 
and Mechanical Dra.Hing courses. The Jamaica High School 
has a total enrollment of 5000 and is in approximately 
the same general area as the main Jamaica Post Office 
~hrou~h which the threatening letters in this case were 
funneled. -

~..J _ .,:~· 'l'he Labor~tory is requested to compare the hand-
. '; printing on the specimens submitted in a.n attempt to 

effect an identification with the unidentified lettering 
on the envelopes previously submitted on this case. 

The specimens ar•e not to be re'turned and may be 
cestroyed by tho Laboratory after they have served their 

·' ' . 

.-· / _/ \ 

Durpo se. .. ·-~:::./ · 
; 

., . 

Encs. (lbt:32} 

~ .. 

1- Los Angeles 
- ~ '·~ ., 

9 h. St) 5 . ' tN;-' 
~jQ 6 6iv• · 

. ' . .- . 

·' 

•' 
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REPORT 
of the 

UHSUB; ART. LINKLE'l'TER • Victim . ~·: 

.t.xtortion .1. 

Let to I• L /7/54 
Document 

~- · 

~ . .I;' :.' 

. .. ~: ' 

-. 

' . , • :~ -' __ /." ~;;";··· .... :j,' : > . . . '-\ ~ . ~-:' ~ ' ' ·,. - I -

~2713 - .~ .K.3516 · Knot-rn specimens ~b~aii~~'d. ·l~rom :8pij ·- ~~~~'?:~p.~s qf 
Shimer Junior High School. '· • · .. ·.··; · .. '· ··.~ · ~" . 

Re::;ul ts of examinP. tion: 

Tho questionoc hnnd printing appe uring on the envelopes 
~!l, QJ and QS, prEsviJusly submitted viith Loa Angeles letters 
of Febr•unry 2.5, 1 <);:)1 ~ , 't·Wfl compnrod 't-li th the knol-m hand printing 
specimens dosignat.;:,d above as 1\2713 th1•ough K3516 but nothinc of 
pErtlculer intorcst or sisnifica.nce 'Hn~J noted which viould 
3\l0gcst the ci esir~~ tili ty of obtaining ~my additiontl.l lmown 
bene\ printint syocL.:uns from :my of tho individuals rcprosento<i 
in the knorm specimont: K2713 through K3516. 

1l'he sub::1itted ovi doncc Hill be reta.inod in the Laboratory 
for thirty days and unless advised t o tho contrary b y your 
office >till be destroyeU at thet time._ . . ·,_·. t_' ;q{; 

9 ~~ 2 ~~ (~ (;~t l~ 'f~ro 

AP~~;:~~4 •! (\,{':;¥~~- . 
. • COMM.FBI ?/ .. · 

- 1 - Los /mgeles (9-1618) 

·. ·.-; . 

b7C 
·.'----. -- -· 



Direc·tor, FBI 
ATT: FBI Laboratory 
SAC, New York (9-1995) 

r~ 
' I : ·; 

UNSUB; ART'i:INKLETI'ER - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 

Re NY letter to Bureau, 3/30/54. 

' ... ~ 

Submitted herewith under separate cover are 804 specimens or hand
printing obtained from the Shimer Junior High School, 142nd Street and 
Linden Boulevard, Queens, NY. These specimens were obtained through the 
cooperation of the Principala The Shimer Junior High School is in the same 
general area as the main Jamaica Post Office through which the threatening 
letters in this case were funneled. 

The Laboratory is requested to compare the handprinting on the 
specimens submitted in an attempt to effect an identification with the 
unidentified lettering on the envelopes previo~sly submitted in this case0 

'The specimens are not to be returned and may be destroyed by the 
Laboratory after the~' have served their purposeo 

l!ilcs. Boh 

1 - Los Angeles (9-1618) 

I . 
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e Meraorandum .; :uN-rrF:n sTAtEs GovERNMENT: · 
. : . •, -~. . ' ' 

' . ~. . ·. ~ - ~ . ·' . . ' - ~. . . ' 

~rr;~to~rJ~~j~~~> ..... . , . }."··;X,,~.~tt:~: ..• ~t5" .·· .. · ·.· . 
SAC, New York (9-1995) ·• 

Q ·.·· . 
UNSUBa ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM: .. 

. . ·. ~· ~-

m'ORTION ___ ,_, ___ . .. .... .. -·· · 

Re. NY letters to Bureau, 

Submitted h&rewith under siparate cover are 1,263 spe.imens 
of handprinting obtained of students taking art courses I arrl II at the 
J.D:irew Jackson High School, 207-01 ll6th livenue, St. Albans, NY, lfhicb 
is covered by the main Jamaica Post Office. These spec!mens were obtained 
through the cooperation of the art instructor. 

The Laborator.y is requested to compare the h~~~printing on 
the specimens submitted in an attempt to effect an identification with 
t!"h unidentified lettering on the envelope previously submitted in this 
ca.3e. 

1ll the event no identification is effected the specimens may 
te destroyed by the Laboratory after they have served their pu~Jose. 

Encl. 1,263 

1 - Los Angeles (9..-1618) 
-'~ . t . ' t ' ·.· -. . ,, ~· 
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sAr; 1 •. New York 
.~- ·,! 

' ~ . 

-.-· 

E'tJmination requested by: New York 

Results of exandnation: 

The questioned bond printing appearing on the .env~lop&s 
~1, Q3 and Q5 previously submitted with Loa Angeles letters 
of February 25, 195!~, t-ras compared with the known hand printing 
specimens dasigneted e.bove as K3.517 through K4779 but nothing of 
particular 1ntere s t or significance was not&d which ·would suggest: 
the desirability of obtaining acy addi tionnl known hand printing -
specimens from v.ny of the indivl'tiuals l'epresented in K3.517 throu.g~\ 
;rl , 779 -'\.4 . • 

•n10 submitted evidence will be retained in the Lapora.tory 
-· · ~= for thirty days and Wlless .. ~,dvised to the · contrary by yo~. off.ioQ 

- 'trJ.ll be destroyed nt that ti:ma • 
.. . 

. , ·~I '1 ,· ".1\f\ , , 2 r: . ·. l) 
. ' . : . '·_. ~ '11 r, - . ~ :. (//~ ~1; . -

- Los Angeles ... ( 9 .. 1618) . . ., ... ~, .. · · . . 
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,FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

IDS ANGELES 

NEW YORK M ElllUND E. SENESAC 

DATE WHEN ..:r:•.. OR WJ;f\S(H MI'DJ',. 
MADE 0 ..,19 J 'C:;f j ijf e_ 

2 6 1954. , 7,19/54 
--------!..-

REPORT MADE BY 

CHARACTER OP CASE 

UNKNOim SUBJECT; ART LINK11m'ER ... VICTlM EXTORTION 

. ---------------- --·· ·-----------..!.-----------------~ 

The 3 extortion letters in this case oleared through the main Jamaica, 
L.I. Post Office, 8S...h0 164tb st., Jamaica, L.I., N.Y., which covers 
densely populat~d area. Inasmuch as certain chara.cterisM.cs in threatening 
letters indicate~ they may have been prepared by a high school or junior 
high school student, specimens of known handprinting of 4, 779 students in 
~ secondary schools covered by Jamaica Post Offics were obtained fol~ com
parison, No id·- . t i':'ication effected as result of thls examin:l ti<m ... 

- RUC-

DETAILS: 

At Jamaica, Long Island, New York 

To-ol, of known reliability, vtho is in a position to identify 
mail which clears through the main Jamaica, Long Island Post Office at 
88-40 164th street, tl&maica, Long Island, Nerr York, advised that the post
marks on the three envelopes of t."le lettr..rs mailed to ART LINKLETTER show 
that they were processed through the Jamaica Post Office. T-l stated, 
however, t.hat their Jamaica Post Office covers an area of fPprox:imately 
~flelve square miles. Thi3 area is densely populated and the Jamaica Post 
Office handles more than 1,000 collection boxes with all the mail funneled 

,, "'·""'') 
-'··' 

SPJ:CIAL AGEtrr I 
--~lll~CI~tA~Ro.c ----,.----,----0-0-NO_T_W_R_rr...,.E _'N_T_HE-"SE,.S_P_A_C_Es_ 

\-~--...:. .. ____::;;_,_;,·';) ~~~; ~:.-.--1 H ECOROED .. t"L 

, 2/ - Bureau (9 .... 25669) 
·. 3 .. LOs Ang&es (9-1618) ~ ~ . fX._

123
_ 

.. . / (1 ... USA, Los e~\\)•" /. '"'"'-:~--, 
C,r 1 - NE!'Ir York \ 1)(1)/ ---.,..-.,..---"~·----:---=:I;:P.--..:J.t-:l-1--_;__:;----

. ~ 

t REPORT AND ITS CO!ITEHTS ARE_ LOAHEO TO YOU, BY THE fBI AHO ARE HOT TO BE DISTiliBUTED OUTSII>Il OF 
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through the main post o.t'fice. As a consequence, it is not possible .·to :- . 
trace these letters to any particular locality or neighborhood by means . 
of the postmarks. 

Arrangements were made through T-1 to have a post office 
notice issued to the twenty post office sub-stations ~ich bring mail 
to the main post office to be alert for any communication goint to a 
television entertainer on CBS Television in Hollywood, California. 
The victim's name was not used. '!his resulted r:egativcly. 

A close examination of the threatening letters in this case 
showed that they were postmarked after school hours; in two instances 
the stawpa were placed in the wrong corner; on all three envelopes the 
writer used handprinted upper Case letters, indicating the possibility 
that the writer had taken or was taking a sc.hool course S\lCh as art 
or mechanical drawing in whicr. l ettering is used; the language and 
spelling of the actunl contents of the threatening letters indicated 
i'tllnaturity; it is noted that aH,h.c~t\ a sum oi money ~t·as d€m.ar.d~ci, U() 

~ctwal place was ever indi~::\:t~'l) as to where the money should be sent. 

As a result of the above noted characteristics in the 
threatening letters and the nature of the ART LINKLETTER program, it · · 
is believed that the possibility existed that the threatening le·tters · 
may have been pr·epared by a high sclf&o~ cr a j1Jnior high school 
student in tl1e Jamaica; Long Island area. 

In view of the above, arrangements were made through 
various principals and art instructors in five secondary schools in 
the area covered by the Jamaica, Long Island Post Office to obtain 
handprinted specimens of the students handprinting in upper Case 
lettering. 

'lhe breakdown of the specimens obtained of the students 
from the different sohools is as follovrs: 

1. 

2. 

Through I f Art Department, Jamaica High 
School, 167:01 Gothic Drive, Jamaica, Long Island, New 
York, specimens from 1,682 students in art courses. 

Through Thomas A. Edison 
Vocational School for Boys (Public School 49), 92-23 
170th Street, Jamaica, Long Island, New York, specimena 
from approximately 1,000 students, covering full enroll-
ment. :;.,' ·J;·:. ,. •· . 

~~ ;;~ ~~:: s c:.; r:: ('J ;~;-
'-' \. :' 1. ,. ~ 

.. 2 .· ! · ... ' , ..... 

... . .. . 
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Tj,.,ugh~ ' . . . I Woodro~. . 
· Wilsonigh School, 156=10 Baisle.y BoUlevard, Jamaica, 
· Long Island, New York, specimens fl•om 30 students in 

art classes. 

4• Throug~ l Shimer Junior 
High School, (Public School 142) 142rid Street and Linden 
BouleTard, Jamaic;J., Long Island, New York, specimens from 
804 students covering full enrollment. 

5. Through Art Department, 
Andrew Jackson High School, 207-01 lloth Avenue, St. 
Albane, Long IDland, New York, spectmens from 1,263 
students enrolled in art cou:rses I and II. 

The total amount of spec1mens obtained was 4, 779. 

All of the known specimens obtain-ed from the 4,119- students 
of the five .secondary schools listed above were forwarded to the Bureau 
Laboratory for· comparison with the questioned handprinting on the 
envelopes in this case. 

As a result of this examination the Laboratory advised that 
the questioned handprinting on the envelopes previously submitted was 
compared with the knmm handprinting on the 4, 1'79 specimens forwarded 
by the New York Office but nothing of particul~r interest or significance 
was noted which would suggest the desirability of obtaining ~~ additional 
known handprinting specimens from any of the individuals represented in 
the specimene submitted by the New York Office. 

Inasmuch as the above investigation resUlted negatively 
and there are no other known logical sources through which the identity 
of the subject might be determined, this case is being referred upon 
completion to the Office of Origin. 

• RUC • 

.; 
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INFO~ANTS 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 

[ )His 
identity is being kept confidential 
in view of the nature of his employ. 
rnent. 

Los Angdes letter to t.he Burea11f 2/25/54 and 2/26/54. 
Report of ~ A) at Los Angeles, 4/2/54. 
New York letter to the B1.U"cau 3/30/54, 4/5,7,19/54. 
Bureau letters to New York 4/15/54 and 4/16/54 and 5/4/54 .. 
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Tele. Rom:. .. -
Mr. Hollomnn
Mba·Gnndy ... -

z~;::. A:::~:-25669) . 6(/f/54 , ,~,,, ,~ ,, ~~ il 
UNSUB; ART ~KLET'rER DASH VICTIM, EXTORTION. THIS ~IAT~ER 
IS PENDING AtVAITUJG DEVELOPI1ENT OF1 OUTSTANDING LEADS A1' NE"~v 

YORK CITY. NE~·/ YORK DIVISION REqUESTED TO COivtPLETE INVEST I-

GATION AND SUREP IMME.DIA'J.lELY. 

GDH:ndr 
r;.1618 

cc: NEW YORK CITY (9-1995) 
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.. RAL BUREAU OF:r~~~~futGATtON . , 
Lo~:~GFi,FS . . . . . ~~;JJY5l';i>: ••· .... 

DATI!: WHEN 
MADE 

6/11/54 

D 

. .'-·':.,: ... ·~::'r: 

'Ei'JiOWN SUBJECT; ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM EXTORTION 

· .. ·. 

svNoPSrsoFFACTs:_ Victim has received no additional threatening communications. 
Logical investigation has.failed to produce suspect. 

- c-
!EI'AILS: 

~ !!£_~ Angeles, California: 

I ~ecretary to Victim ART LINKLETTER, advised on 
June 9, 1954, that v1ct1m has received no additional threatening communica
tions of any kind. 

Inasmu.dz a.s logical investigation has failed to identify the 
unkrnn subject and there are no leads outstanding, tltis matter is closed. 

COPIES DESTROYED 

30 l JUL 21 1965 

11'~-

CfPJES OF' THIS REPORT 

\!i- Bureau (9-25669) 
. . /. • J 

, -~·n U:ri ~~(~f~~~~~y, Los Angeles 
., ) JUI'it ~ 4 ,._.iJ~If · 

I• ·. · .. _. ._ . . 

· ·1··~ Los Angeles (9•1618) .. 

- c-

REPORT·IS LOANED TO· YOU BY THE FBI, AND HEITHER,Il' NOR'ITS CONTEIHS·ARE TO BE'DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE THE AGEN 
' . , ' u:o, G~YERHMIHT.PRIN~IHG ~;rJCI' ', )l}-602.'11r 3 ' • , , ' , ' •·· . . . ' 
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rrTIX:..?Q I"'RM NO, G4 
7--.; ~~5) • • Office Memort~ndum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

');/ f 
TO L. B. NICHOLS . /;,vi"' 

' / ;/ (I 
DATE: L~-11-56 

FROM D. J. 

SUBJECT: 

There i ached the file which has been maint.ained in ~ 
Laboratory in ""v'"',.,,.,.tion Yith the above-captioned matter. It is desired 
that this file be intained as an enclosure b~d the main file in the 

Records Section. (f
1 
1lJ-;:, ~~;;\ ;:"' 

I 
~.JI .. ('<;,' <..;· 

·r· 
AttacHment 

Tolson_ 
Doordm.ln __ 
Nichols
Ddmonr
ILubo -
Mohr-
P>.tsons
Rosen __ 
rt.mm __ 
Sizoo __ 

1 hirerrowd _ 
J (: [ Teie. Room_ 
t "+ .,_ ~Hcillorr.:1n _ 
"-,,c Gnndy _ 

::· j 
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Recorded 
3-4-54 
VWS 

Re: 

·.,.. r~ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA. 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Laboratory Work Sheet 

LATENT 

UN SUB 
ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 

File # 9-25669 
Lab. # D-1809.56 

7-2 

,, .,r 
J.V\. 

Examination requested by: SAC, LA ( 9-1618) 

Date of reference communication: 2-26-54 Date received: 3-3-5~. 

Examination requested: Document - Fingerprint 

Result of Examination: 

C'$. BnvoJ.o:)o berlr>in~: hp addr•ess 11 AF~T. LHJ.i\.LETTER C.B.~. 
l'EL.:.VIC:lY ~iOLLYi.;OOD CALIF," postmarked 11 JAHAICA, N.Y. 
Y~B lDT9.5L~ 9-FI:I. II 

t;;.6 Accomponyinc note consisting of cut-outs from nm·lspapcl' 
clippincs rencUnc; "THIS IS IT Y01JR LAST CHANCE YOEI\ 
CHIL.JLE1I ALE E~~'l' RAT. 11 

i}/ v\ .<J 

1>~/~./·' ah., A-«-~' r?~J dJ<: Ob. 

· • .,,~ r 19~~· A r/ i- )_ 1 /111 L J T r J)R j).~ 
A f. )f tJ h J- tJt) 



,-.,_ _ 

~ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT~ 
UNITED STATES DEPARTWENT OF JUSTICE 

, . .. )~ecorde4. 4/2/54 bdf 
; '· ' . ..; - ~ ·' .' ;. _:, l,,:;¥,~~l~t\·\~ . ,1~;~(. :~~~-t . 

. 3l~;\·,: ;~ .. ··!j:!Jt;::::>·· 
<·.· 

' {· r 
,. 

• t . 

Re: UNSUB. 

7-2 

ART LINKLETTER 
VIKEX 

Fiie # 9-25669 
L·ab. # D-182582 AX 

Examination requested by: SAC, New York (9-1995) 

Date of reference communication: 3/30/54 Date . received: 4/1/54 

Examination requested: Document 

Result of Examination: 

K1 - IC1030 1030 specimens taken from 1030 students attending 
Thomas A. Edison Vocational School and vloodrm.; 
Wilson Vocational High School. 

tr,, J, .)" A R T.. J_ I" 11 h )3 T T )=- f/ 
" ) ...,.__ !J " I ,;/.rrj c r.7 s - / 

,/.J:.-{.{a.r--..:v c ·. •· ~ l ' . It/. . Tl= 1.../..:::- J/ /IJ ;v/ 

l+o J- J-YW" &D 

C A- 1- 11= ~If fl; II 

,. [' 

/ ,1 !J"/ .. 
· · v'.t/1:/ 



RECORDED 4-7-54 
ALe 

Re: UNSUB.; 

• FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG-~l 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

LAB FILE 

File # 9-25669 

7-2 

ART LUfl\LEI'Tffi - VIGrJ11 
E:CTORTIOU Lab. # D-182792 A.'\. 

Examination requested by: SAC, New York (9-1995) 

Date of reference communication: Let. 4-5-54 

Examination requested: Doc. 

Date received: 4-6-54 

Result of Examination: . Examination b~ 

~ fi,, s, ~~ ~1~...,-. ~ ~ ..VDYf->-7/z._. 

<$~(~~. 

Specimens submitted for examination · 

KlOJl - K2712 Handwriting from 1682 students of Jamaica High School, 
Long Island, New York. 

' fi-!C. . /~?) 

~~ ~· 16 -s· ~ 
c .,..c 1 (f"A !... ·:.:·•· . J ·- • . · .. :·· 
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Be: 

• FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA. 

Re.corded 
4-9-54 eaw 

UNITED . STATES. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
, . . -:_- -_:-:·. ;: ·. ' ..: · .. 

··?~ · .· :'t~~6f:~ t8~Y, _;·~~~iC(sheet .. · '·· 
---'--~..;..;........,;..._..;.. __ ' : ... 

: . : :~:t;z·:· :.-~s~'-~~::;.'!i~~rf~~;,;~;~~-1~~~(:!x~ ·-£? · -··· 
•;,_ 

Lab File 

'7-2 

UN SUB; ART LINKLETTER - . VICTThi 
EXTORTION 

File # 9-25669 
Lab, # D-1829L2 AX 

EXamination requested by: SAC, New York 9-1995 

Date of reference communication: Let. L-7-54 Date received: L-0-5L 

Examination requested: Doc. 

Result of Examination: Examination b¥:~ 
~f(,')-

/;'"2,7/J 

Specimens submitted for examination 

K2713 - K3516 Known specimens obtained from 804 students of Shimer 
Junior High School. 

.-· 

·.•·''· ;' .• / :J .:~· -•? ' • · . ·i:.f-;((;l\ii/:~ ;·~· · · 
·· ;.::·,!·;. :-: ·_t.'_ .. : ... ·.:··i' i·· ·· ·:;,:;.'. 

'1 . . ,·· 
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e .FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA-N 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS'IICE 

-~ - - ·- .. : ..... . 

. ' .. ·RECORDED 
:.:;.:/ __ ;:; ··\4/~2/54 _ · j~r 

Labor&:'tory. Work Sheet . .· .·.· . . :, , 

' ' •"y:·:f:~ i::;~:}!Yi. ' 

;~i:~( . :~~UB;; Am U~LmER- VICTI~• : 
.EXTORTION 

Examination requested by: SAC, NY 9-1995 

:;.·· > ,:: ::.: HB (fi~);> 
. ~ . . .-.-

File # 9-25669 
'Lab. # D-183597 AX 

. ' ~: " 

-----Date of reference communication: let. 4/19/54 '-~ received: 4/21/54 

Examination requested: Document 

Result of Examination: Examination by. 

Specimens submitted for examination 

K3517-4779 Known writing taken from 1263 students of ~IU 
Andrew· Jackson Highi School. 

b6 
b7 
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e FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA.N 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

I~ecordecl 3-2-54 
gcb 

Lab.F:i.le 

File #f-.).s-C,h1 
Lab. # D-180737 AX 

Examination requested by: SAC, Los An.·,:eles (9-New) 

Date of reference communication: 1 t 
2 

'"'~~' r'4 
e • -.:.)-...J Date received: 

Examination requested: 
J.Jocu;>,;; nt - ?ingerprint 

Examination by: 

Specimens submitted for ex~mination 

"o/o 
) :r:·: ·c; ll;l'e :,.:;~.<u ".,he t;.·: m~ p1·.inted addrecs in pencil and red :Lnk "A~IT 

LI:iKLl~'j"T !~: 1
'::- -:' • .3. r;::::L·,r:,_;_; c;: ':OLL·.· CALT:c,ll postmciliked 11 JAI::A1CA, ;,J,Y. 

~. ":;' -: l cC:I. ., 
• ..J ' ,'....-"~. 

· 2 Aco:· .:..itprn:,·i n .. note "'ade of lett.trs ~! : tc.l ·;ords cut f.!·om ne '.'.'S!•aper heginnin[ 
11
'"' ,. ..,nt · ·y· " end·.,~ on l'evet· ··p side "'h"U Tra':J!• " . . ... • r(..; ,J '-' • •••• 4 -••L ~) ,... ,

1 
.J\... '· J. - • 

•% 
.:..~ .Srrrelor>e ~ 1e:-~· L n · the hnnd !'r;.nted ;·,(:dress ~A;'IT' -I..T.: ·:KV.~L1E;?S r. l,S, 

~ ~~-- r . : ~ . ! .:t ,.-))D '~,\l.J . -. ::!IA '! ·' J t 0 .'' ~:i:'e d "JJL .".l.l ':,\' : r. y. FE.G 11) 1?~;), 
{, ; ~ ~ ,' 'II 

:'. J,(!c.:c.,.e>.n~-:i. n:~ ">te :·;ade )" letters and ~·nrds cut from neY;spaper be;;;:inn.i..nc 
11 .: <:. t ?ilis It's ••••• u endj.ng 111'iA!C·:rr·:i.'1 

9 
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FD-?0.'""'· 12-13-56) rf ., 
F.B·I 

Date: 5/16/58 

• , _·· .\I 
/ t-v I i\ I I I 

_.,· I 
,i· I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

T i :~.: ": ; : · :w following in ------~A!.,;:I~RC!.!TE~~L:!.__ 
(Type in plain text ·;~;-;:-;,T:;) .. ·-··--· 

___.I 

v, .. . AIR ftlAIL 
(llriority or Method of Maili11g) 

l 
Su~ject directed partially incoherent hand written 

air mail letter postmarked tw1olena, Georgia 5/12/58 to victim, 
CBS, Hollywood, California, which is as follows: 

"I am a gang leader and I have 15 boys in my gang, 
6 are in California State. If you don't do i·lha t you are told 
you will wish you had. The police or FBI or any other law 
won't help. If you don't sent $700 this date I said your 
boy ROBERT or JACK will -be murdered, as told send me money 
$700 this date 5/17 or 19 or 20 so if you want boys to live 
as well as yourself sen cash or check. No marked bills. It 
up to you. Send money or check to Mr. BENNIE .TAMES RIGGINS, 
Molena, Georgia, Route Number 2." 

An unfired .22 calibre bullet was enclosed in the 
letter. In letter, subject refers to self as 18 year old boy. 
Letter handled by LINKLETTER employee who cpens fan mail. 
LINKLETTER aware of letter but not concerned regarding threats 
as believes author seems lilce mental case. 

Sent ______ M Per ____ ___:.·..::..·'· 

·: .. _ '- .• . 



IA 9-2142 

• • 
ROBERT LINKLETTER is described as: 

Age 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 

12 
5 110" 
140 
Black 
Brown 

JACK LINKLETTER ~s described as: 

Age 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 

19 
6• 
160 
Brown 
Blue 

· .. ~ . 

ART LINKLETTER is described as: · 

Age 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Complexion 

44 
5'10" 
160 
Light Brown 
Blue 
Fair 

AUSA I Los Angeles, · ,i"e'·~itses 
inquiry to establish age and mental capacity of subject 
before making prosPcutive decision. 

Letter being forwarded to Bureau. 

Request Atlanta through inquiry at Molena, Georgia 
develop information concerning subject and advise. 

·• 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

· ~: rat,' Atlanta 

·., >· 

?. ~: ~~~~'=E~~~~~IM; ~ ' 
VICB PBISIDBNT RICHARD N. NIXON
VXCI'II; 
SBNATOR liERMAN TALMADGE - VIcriM 
EXTORI'ION 

!·: xcminatlcn requested: 

~ .... . 

1 
~ i . l , 

WBshington Field Office 

J.atter 5/26/58 

Document - Fingerprint 

lnclos~rea:(3) (3 Lab report) 
. ·-· :.: , .. 

Datos 

f" B.~{<l(1\~o. 
1(:.~ Jrt-

• 
• • 

John Edqar Hoover, Dtrc r.t c r 

·- < ___ i .... 
' i .}' // '( "/ ... ~ 

//--;..~4-J...
D-279896 DJ 

2 - Wnshington Field Office -
I 

Enclosure• (2) (2 Lab report) 

)
· ..• ·) 

/. . / ·\ \. rp. l .. <;,.,#· 
( t. ' " "" . 

•' ,.,. . .,. . 
\ /,..., ,./ 

. ,.. ! . ' ... ~ - , . 

., .. ., ... 

GFM:PCC 
(6) 

... .... ------
. i 

I \ . . _, ~ - •' 
. \ : .... ::_ ~ · ... ' ·:~. f: 



REPORT 
of the 

~~~ 
_...._:_:. L .\-.··0. A TO-. "y _;_'_,_ _ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

To: JBI, Atlanta 

Re: BllUfJJ JAIIBS RIGQJNS; 
Air LJNILJ1.TBR - VJCTJM; 
VICB PRESIDENT RICHARD fi. NIXON -
VICTIM; 
SENATOR HERHAN '.l'ALHADGE - VICTIM 

tBI F'lle No. 

Lab." No. 

May 29, 1958 

D-279896 J)J 

D'l'ORTION 
Spe::lmens rec .. t·:n' f:t~ll.~ l'DI, Washington Field Office, 5/26/5-~ 

Ql Envelope bearing handwritten address "Senator Herman 
Tamadge State Captial Washington DC.," postmarked 
"IIOLENA GA. MAY 9 1958 P .B.~' 

Q2 Envelope bearing handwritten address "Senator Herman 
Talmadge State Captin.l Washington D C. , , postmarked 
"MOLENA GA. MAY 14 1958 P.M." 

Q3 One-page handwritten letter dated 4/5/58, beginning 
"Hello Sana tor Talmadage l a.!ll a white ••• " ending on 
reverse side '' ••• do something very soon Address 
Bennie James Riggins Molena Ga." 

Q4 One-page handwritten letter dated 5/10/58, beginning 
''Hello Senator Talmadge I am a young .... " ending on 
reverse side rt.,.out of danger." 

Q5 Piec& of paper bearing handwritten lotter dated 
5/10/58, bt!ginning "Hello Senator Talmadge I am a 
young ••• '1 ending " ••• army marine crop. 11 

Q6 One-page handwritten letter dated 5/15/58, beginning 
11Hello Senator Talmadge I wrote bere a week ••• " 
ending on reverse side " •.• tbie address Bennie James 
Riggins .Molena Ga R#2." 

ALSO SUBMITTED: Carbc1n copy of letter dated 5/13/58, to 
"llonol~able J. Astor Biggins Sheriff of 
Pilte County, Zebulon, Geologia." 

Results of Examination: 

Ql through Q6 wero compared with the appropriate 
sections of tbe Anonymous Letter File without effecting an 
identification. 

Tolson___ Ql through Q6 do not contain any watermarks or 
~~~;!~~n -other identifying characteristics which would assist in 
Mohr --~etermining the sources of the envelopes and paper. 
Nease--
ParBon:o 
Rosen _===:Page 1 
Tamm ----

GFM:PCC 
(7) 

Continued next page 
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. You will be separately advised resardinc the results 
of·,the latent fingerprint ezaaination. You will be advised of 
the disposition of the evidence in the fingerprint report. 
PhotOgraphs are retained in tbe files of the Bureau. 

. . . . .. ' ... ~~:~<-. ·: -~ .. 
'·\ ':. ... · · . 1 • •. •, _·: • · '\ ,r ,· ' ' . • . • , ·:··; '· · 

. ···.· ' ,;; ·:; :, ; ,c, ' > ' ; ,: . / ;. . . 'i~: ''. '·· . . ' . '. ~ '~:f:. :~;~, ~i •};,; ·,:: : _,;~~~};;:(•; .·, . 
~ 'II • • t\ •'••' " , ~ ;t \, , -'- ;; ,., ' , ~ .J tf:'' · ;t: !, !.:~• .. •.., { I 1- ~~· ·~ ~ • .- ~ lf f"' ',!. if ;\"'i ~~-11 I .:Jt' • ,0 1 ,, <" 

.. 
: "' .. 

, .. ._,.;l ~ ~ ~ flf•~~' :l: '' ~ " •, t J \1 ~~(•_. »C. "; ";1 l 1 , • f , ~ 1 '..,> 1 ' iJ. , 1 ' -o, • \ 1 ;~ 1 ~ , 4 • },. ,I' • I \ ; "'t• ' ' . , 

Page ·2 
D-379896 DJ 
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. :; .• . t 
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, • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST!GA T10N 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

LC# ts633 • . 

Recorded 
5/28/58 
PCC Recorded 5-29-58 12:00Noo~sLJUB FILE 

Laboratory Work Sheet 
LATENT 

Re: BENNII JAilS RIGGINS; 
AR1' LINXLETTBR - VIcriM; 

File H 
Lab. 11 

) . .,.- ·~t" .i . .• J 

·D-279896 DJ 
VICE PRESIDENT RICUARD N. NIXON - VICTIM; 
SENATOR HERJIA.i'i 'I'AJ..JlADGE - VICTIM 
UTORrlON 

Examination requested by: lBI 1 Washington Field Office Letter 5/26/58 

Examination requested: Document - Fingerprint Date received: 5/26/58 
(Personally delivered) 

• / . Examination c ? Result of Examination: 

. I fy.· ··· 
r' , t:~ 

+ Ql f Q' 

c::e:.~ ~ -M-p io n r 
J(t . .fJ /V. .. ·<(?.pt . .LA 

g,j 

":;._.{ ...... )• ' ) 

\ 

... ~ <.• ,_ - (. . , 

Specimens :;ubmitted for examination 

.. 
' I 
• • , ·• /~' ' 1- / 

I\ 

Ql Envelope bearing h~ndwri tten address ''Senator Herman Tamadge 
l•ltaadsa State Captial Washington DC.," postmarked 
11UOLENA GA. M.AY 9 1958 Rill P .H." 

Q2 Envelope bea1·ing handwritten address "Sen~ tor Herman 
'l'a.lmadge State Ca.ptinl Washington D C. , " postmarked 
MOLENA GA. MAY 14 1958 P.M." 

Q3 One-page h~ndwritten letter dated 4/5/58, beginning 
"llello Senator 'l'n.inmdage I run a white ••• " ending on 
reverse side · · ••• cio something very soon Address 
Bennie Ja.m.es Riggins )loleno. Gn. " 

Q4 Oue-·pag;o handwri tton. let tor d~.tcd :.Vl0/5·8, beginning 
unello Senator Talm~dgc I r .. m ~'t young ••• " ending on 
reve1·ao side " ••• out of dungr;n·." 

'· 

I 
l~; 

'I 

Q5 Place of paper bearing handwr.i. tten lottox• dated 5/10/58, · 1 .'1. y 
beginning "Ilello Senator Talmndgc I run n young ••• " ending \ 1 J !·.' 
'' ••• army mn.rine crop.'' \!_.· ·: ) .,, • ~ 

\i~ .. t.... } . .... ' 

Q6 One-page handwritten let·tex• dated 5/15/58, beginni ~"/ '/ 
"~llo Senator Talmaqe I wrote_ beQ a 

OQ II .. 



I 

ALSO SUBIII'rfBD: 

page2 
D-279896 DJ 

• 
Carbon copy of letter dated 5/13/58, to 
''Honorable J. Aator Bigins •~••• She:ri:ff of 
Pike County Zebulon, Georgia. n · . · · 



Office lVlem#cmdttm 
D IIill C '1\) !1 , ""' ll "\-1' .'.) J . 

' 
- ' .... 

UNlTED ST1~ES GOVERN!vf.ENT 

Att: 
DATE : 5/26/58 

IrBI LABORATORY 

'!· ~- ~-
1 1 - ~~ 
. ":).1" " 

- ~ ·.-, n, 
SAC, W.F'O 

' ' 

, .. ~-·~. 
r / ,.··' ... .. · -~··· 

~---l' lECT : BEN!'IIE JAMES RIGGINS; 
AR'K!.-LINKLETTER - VICTIM; 
Vice President RICHARD N. 

. ~iiXON - VICTI~i --~~~ .. ··~·., · - - ·- - -~., ... -

\ /- Senator HERMAN',i- 1'Al!IADGE - VICTIM 
\" EXTORTION 
\ (00: AT) 
' 

Re Bureau telephone call to WFO 5/26/58. 

SA DONALD E. WALTER contacted Senator HERMAN 
1'ALMADGE of Georgia on the morning of 5/26/58, and obtained 
from him letters dated 4/5/58, 5/10/58, and 5/15/58, addressed 
to Senator TALMADGE from BENNIE JA11tES RIGGINS, whose address 
is shovm as Molena, Georgia. 

Accompanying the three above letters from 
RIGGINS was a copy of a letter from Senator TALMADGE to 
the Sheriff of Pike County, Georgia, wherein the Senator 
advised the sheriff of having received handwritten letter 
from the subject and drawing it to the sheriff's attention. 
The Senator's letter was dated 5/13/58. 

:: o 11 owing persons had pe "'J-W.lo.LI.I.......,..Io..ll.~.a.~.~..w....~o..w.w--J.j,.&.ltloii. ........ JiOi...lol.....lo.lii.~ ........ .J...Uw......., 
:\IGGINS to the Senator .. 

a ove persons 
,; f Senator TALMADGE. 

The above documents were delivered to SA GEORGE 
Dll1GLE of the FBI Laboratory the morning of 5/26/58. 'fhe 
Laboratory is requested to s~bmit original Laboratory report 
to Atlanta.~. · 

3··'-Bureau 
~\ · 2-Atlanta 
··-~ . 1-WFO 

MCT {41 
~\j- 'lf~ 

. I 

·' I . 
/ 

- d-·. 
·/ ·'··, 

·-· ·-DEW: pap 
- ~-1 (6) 
·< 
-"\ ·' .,_ ' >< ~ . 
, ., .... .. -

.~· -, 

I I 
,· rl lcL-1.) 

I 

I 

i 



Date: 

._. \ ~;J~- To : 
;~~ .... 

May 26, 1958 

Mr. U. E. Baughman 

Fr.om: 

Subject: 

.. 

Chief, United States Secret Service· 
Treasury Department 
Washington 25, D. c. 
John Edgar Hoover - Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

BENNIJ~ JAMES RIGGINS; 
ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM; 
VICE-PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON - VICTIM; 
SENATOR IIERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM; 
EXTOR'riON 

This is to confirm information furnished 
~periial Agentl lof your office 
bn~May 24, 1958, by Mr. o. H. Bartlett of this 
Bureau regarding Bennie James Riggins having 
~d~itted writing a threatening letter to 
Vice-President Richard Nixon within the past 
two weeks. 

Bennie James Riggins, age 18, of Molena, 
Georgia, was interviewed by Special Agents of this 
Bureau's Atlanta Office on May 22, 1958. At this 
time he admitted having written letters within tile 

.

f:ou"Ri£"Rsvc-i past two weeks to Vice-President Nixon, Scnr--;tor · j Herman Talmadge, aud Art Linkletter, television 
~ ~ \!.4Y2 7 pers. ouality, in which he demanded $200 each fr~:2 _ 

l Vice-President Nixon and Senator Talmadge and !$100 
_toMM. FBI from Linkletter on threat of death if they failed 

- to pay. , .. . I, ,. · · 
• t' \ ' ,'' :i·· 

.. A 4 

A:· .1 rn :"CC' 
c-:> ...... - !"'...' 0 

-n I &...""':'' 
---. r~ 

f"l• 

CP > (..) 
C) - ...... 

H 
;t'~ ,,') 
C:.) 

~,;; 

:::0 ::.lt 0 
Cl ... 

'-··" X o;,~ 

\ ·; ; 



, • .... -

llr • U. E. Baughman 

Riggins was arrested by the Sheriff's Office, 
Pike County, Georgia, for h&ving written the threatening 
letter to Senator Talmadge, and he was released from 
the Pike County Jail, May ?1, 1958, on $500 bond~ 

The matter of Riggins having written threatening 
letters .to Vice-President Nixon, Senator Talmadge, and 
Art Linkletter will be discussed with an appropriate 
United States Attorney for his opinion us to desired 
prosecutive action.. You will be furnished copies of 
this Bureau's investigative reports in this matter. 

NOTE: On 5/26/58, Mr. DeLoach in Mr. Nease's Office, contacted 
Mr. Kenneth Turner, Administrative Assistant to Senator Talmadge, 
regarding the above matter. Mr. Turner advised that he would 
make the letter ~ent to Senator Talmadge available to 
Mr. DeLoach. Supervisor! I WFO; was advised to have an 
SA immediately proceed. to Senator Talmadge's Office and obtain 
the letter written by subject from Mr. Turner. 

0. H. Bartlett, Liaison Section, on 5/26/58, contacted 
the Protective Research Unit, U. S. Secret Service, in an attempt 
to obtain the letter sent to Vice-President Nixon by the sub.ject. 
Secret Service advised that they did not have this letter 
immediately available; however, they would contact the Vice- P1·cside 
Office and endeavor to locate instant letter. 
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• F 8 I 

Date: 

• 
5/22/58 

I 
I 
1",·'-"·-" 
1 .. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Tr::~;s::-.it the following in --------=-~~-----=-~--------111 (Type in plain text or code) 
I 

AffiTEL . 1 '--< .. , 
y;-- --------- ·.,.;.·. 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) 1 (~ 

----------------------------------------- -------L--~·---

TO: DIRECTOH, FBI 
1 I "A~ 
L....----....1.1' k) 

FRor~: SAC, ATLANTA ( 9-1299) ~- ~~ () ... 
@) 

SUBJECT: BElil'!J:E JANES RIGGINS; 
AR'~tiNKLETTER-VICTIMy·:-, : 
VICE-PRESIDEN:r, HICHARD"l~IXON;_VICTIM; 
Senator HERMArffALHADGE-VICTIM 
EXTORTION 'i_ 
00: ATLANTi\ / \ 

l 

lRe Los Angeles airtel to Bureau dated 5/16/5c 

Title changed to add names of victims, Vice 
President HICHAHD NIXON and Senator HEHl11AN TALrilADGE. 
~ubject located and interviev;ed this date I·Iolena, Ga. 
Subject in signed statements admitted sending letters 
within the past 2 weeks to victims demanding $700 from 
LINKLE'rTER, :p200 from NIXON and :);200 from TALr·'lADGE and L...--....1 

threatened to have them killed for their failure to pay.~ 
Subject, 18 years of age, advised that he completed 7tll\ v~ 
grade and that about 5 years ago he was committed t9~\! ~~ 
State Hospital, Ivlilledgev ille, Ga. for "High 'remper 11,Lt, J , ~ 
M.D. who treated subject in the past advised subjec:t not~, 
mentally sound and has dlabetes incipidus. Subject \'iDS l 
arrested t;y Sheriff's Office, Pil{e County, Ga. and rclea'*ccJ 
from Pike County Jail, 5/21/58 on. $.500 bond for writing_~ 
letter to TAU11ADGE. ?r. ~H··1, .2_3-. . - -::-, ··-oc'C u ., '. , . ... . 

l\L- • .... f ~-( 

Bureau notii'y Secret Service" ns···t·o--·~en--· J \-. • 
statement of subject concerning his ma i1-.JPg, .~~pion \._ ..... -
letter containing threat to Vice-Pres id&nt ~~~n 7J/~5tl ,/ 

. I ( ~v-.. -·, 
---------- Hashington Field Office v1ill otrt"a"in.·:e.xt-~n ·-~ .. 
·---------..Le.tters from Vtce-President NIXON and SENATOI\ TALr1ADGE 

__ ------~ \·Till forward them to Laboratory for comparison purposeG; 
with handwriting of subject obtained by this o ice. \ 

-------- I 

b6 
b7 



F"O-:<( (:l ev. 12-13-5&) 

• • F' B I 

Date: 

T r G:-• .s i7: it the following in ----------;::;;:---'-~-;-:---:---:---;--;---------j 
(Type in plain text or code) 

V· - ---------
(Priority or Method of Mailing) 1 

.. ... 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

AT 9-1299 

LOS ANGELES: 

vlill discuss facts concerning subject • s \'lr.iting 
letter to LINKLETTER with AUSA. 

Atlanta is considering itself Office of Origin 
since subject resides in Atlanta territory and extortion 
letters mailed from that Division. 

ATLANTA: AT I4ILLEDGEVILLE, GEOHGIA 

Will review r~cords State Hospital for information 
as to diagnosis of subject's mental condition. 

ATLANTA: AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

Will notify Secret Service as to extortion letter 
to NIXON. Will discuss faots \·rith USA as to threats directecl 
to Vice-President NIXON and Senator Talmadge. 

34483 

-2-
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

FBI, Los Angeles (!1··2142) 

;~ '' .. 

::-.~ : BENNIE JAKES RIGGINS; 

Date: 

·:.: ·. 

June 12, 1958. • 
! ) 

1' ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM; 
VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON - \\ ' 
VICTIM; _ ~ 
SENATOR HEIWAN TALUADGE - VIcriM 
F.x'l'ORTION 

John £dQar Ho.Jver, DlreC'IN 

FBI F'lle No. 

Lab. No. 

9-34483- t/ 
D-280279 DJ 

Los Angeles 

:.;_ .~ fe rPnc: t•: · Letter 5/27/58 

Sxarnlnatlon requested: Document 

Ql through Q6 were eubmi tt,ed by the Washington 
Jlield Offic& under date of May 2G, 1958. 

No record was found in th(J:t LAboratory of known 
handwriting specimens of the subjec~ submitted by the 
Atlanta Office. ' 

Enclosures ( 5) (Q7, QS, 3 Lab repor.t) 
I 

1 - Atlanta - Enclosure (Lab report,) 
1 - Washington Field Office - Enclo'rsure (Lab report) · 

.· ; 

; .. -: ; 
•': ',·>·· 

/,.. \ 
·-" !. '(,.- i ) i _:;d;t~·~{ti{~/,: ' .. . 

- GFM:PCCh! 
(6) (' 

-·· 



" -l b iiEPOR'T 
of the 

~:-i~~-, -- .', 
~ LAB0RATOIIl'7 ------'- --

• 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 
:-o: FBI, Los Angeles 

.-.. : BINNIE JAKES RIGGINS; 
ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM; 

Date: 

FBI F'lle No, 

Lab, No . 

June 12, 1958 
9-34483 
D-280279 DJ 

VICB PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON -
VICl'JJI; 
SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VIcrild 
EXTORTION 

': ~ectmcns r~>ceiv<'d 5/29/58 

Q7 Envelope bearing handwritten address "Art Linkletter 
CBS Hollywood, California," postmarked ''JIOLENA GA. 

• 

MAY 12 1958 PM," bearing writing in the upper left-hand 
corner. 

Q8 Accompanying one-page handwritten letter beginning 
"Jionday May 12, 1958 this is ••• ," ending on reverse 
side-11 

••• don •t :fool around." 

Results of Exo.Jllination: 

It was concluded that the handwriting on Q7 and Q8 
was prepared by the writer of specimens Ql through Q6, 
previously submitted in connection with this case. 

Q7 and QS are returned herewith. Photographs are . 
retained. 

' .· ' : (.' . ·,··, , _ ~- ·. 

' J 
GFM: PCC -· · ·· 
(7) 
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Office Me17Zorarzdtt1JZ · • U N'l'I' L_-~D ;~1' ' "1'17 '-\ (--, ( - \' F 1) N' "·1 E '- ., l-~ ' . [\ . . • " I ) . 1.', \ . l : i\ ~~ -' l 

TO 
DATE: : ', -·: .: :/~; 

FROM ' 1~•\G . . ul.J:3 f,NGELES ( 9-21'-~2) ATTENTION: l11BI LABORA'l'OK:C v ·- J /i- ~ 
SUBJECT: DENNIE JAivlES(""RIGGINS j 

ARUINKLE'l1TEH - VICTU.1· . 
V:lce Prestclont l}ICHARD~XON - VICTIIv'li . 
Senator HEHT,IAHJ'1~1Lr•1ADGE - VICTir-1 
00: ATLANTA . 
EXTORTION 

i 

i 
Remyairtel 5/16/58. 

Enclosed herevli th is . the original and a photostat" 'J 

copy of the letter received by victim, ART LINKLETTER, fro r 
subject. The . 22 caliber bullet 'lrlhich was incJ.uded in the 
letter is bcins retained in this office. 

. It iD 1,equcstcd that the handv1ri ting in the enol(·:·. ·· ,; 
letter be compared v1lth hand\·Triting specimens of the subject~ 
which 1·re re submitted by the Atlanta Office • · - · · 

(l)~ Bureau (Encl. 
1 - Los Angeles 

--
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:·:: .l(, (Hnv. 12·13-SG) 

! : 
:i . 
It,',, 

• 
---· 

F 8 I 

Date: 

• 
5/27/58 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I :- ~Gnsmit the following in ------~=----:--:~---;-;--------JI 

(Type in plain text or code) I 

AIR MAIL 1 
----------~~~~~~~~~-----~1 . (Priority or Method of Mailing) 1 

AIR TEL . . ... -----------

------------------------------------------------L---~-

. ./ 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (9-2142) 

RE: BENN:tE JAMES RIGGINS; 
ART(!INKtETTER - VICTIM; 

G!;~_I~;i!>.~~ig~¥~;~~~R. .. ~-~-
.• ~ALMADGE - VICTIM .. 
( .. · EXTOR'l':tON 

00: Atlanta. 

Re Atlanta airtel to the Director 5/22/58. 

Information concerning subject developed 
by Atlanta Office discussed with AUSA ROBERT D. 
HO&~R, Los Angeles 5/26/58 • 

AUSA HORNBAKER decl:lned prosecution in 

-~I 

~-/ 
·~- I 
--·/ 

favor of prosecutive decision of USA, Atlanta, Geor-gia ; 
inasmuch as all letters originated within Georgia ,.,~ . ·/ 
judicial district. (/ 

/0- Bureau 
~ - Atl~nta (9-1299) 

1 - Washington Field 
1 - Los Angeles 

JMC/lah 
(6) 

IRTEl 
9 

i ' 

I 
I 

··J 

----
a MAY 291958 

------------------,----------------------······ 
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• • 
SAC, Atlanta (9-1299) 

" ~ .. 
: : ..... 

Director, FBI ..... . :. 

· ~ . 

BE~IE JAHES RIGGINS• 
ART .·LINKLETTER - VICTI~· 

· VICE-PRESIDENT RICHARD · ~IXON - VICTIM; 
SENATOR HERMAN \TALHADGE - VICTIM; . 
EXTORTION . 

Reurairtel 5/22/58. 

· Hr. Robert J. Bouck Special Agent in Cha~ge · 
Protective Research Section, finited States Secret Service I 
White House, vlashington, D. C., on 5/26/58 advised Bureau s 
liaison representative that they \'l'ere in possession of the 

' lett~r written by subject tv Vice President Nixon. 
Hr. Bouck stated :3ecret ~drvice desired to retuin this 
letter in vieu of the tti'eat to Vice Pl'esident Nixon.. 
l·1r. Bouck advised that this letter would be made available 
to the BU!'aau if such \·:as needed in any pending prosecution 
against the subject. 

. . 

Abov~ . p.er 0 ~· H~~ ·· Bartlett, Liais'n Section. 

. :,. 
i · • . · - : ~- '; . 

• - .- -1 ' 

<. ~ •• -. 
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··-· 

. : -..- ; -: . ~ ' -· .· 
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-~· . 

' 

·.·' •.·.1 ··; ...'·· [·' P,-,> ··. .. . , . . . ·( !."1 ' 
- . . .'!} .. . . . I . 
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' ( ·~ 
(i 
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FED t} BUREAU Of INVf fi~ ION 1 

Wanhinqton 25, D. C. 

REPORT 
o£ the 

LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION 
Identification Division 

YOUR FILE NO. 

F'BI F'li..E NO. 

LATENT CASE NO • . 1&633 . 

To: SAC. Atlanta 

. .. (b 
REI . : · B~E JAMBS RIGGINS; . . 

·• 

ABT~!£IN!CLE'l'NR - VICTIM_~. (.3 ' 
VICB PRESIDENT .QICHIRD N. MIXOM - VICTIM 
SBNA'l"'R RERUAN ;"lAL~DGB - VtCTDl 
EXTORT ION ·~'"--... 

REF'ERENcE: Letter WFO dated 5/26/58 
EXAMINATION RE:Qt;ESTCD BY: WFO 

. . ., ·, 

sPECIMENs: Two envelope:~ t~d accoQlp~.nying lotter:l1, Ql through Qti _ 
Carbon cQpy of lette~t• dated 5/13/~8 to nuonorable 

J. Astor Riggins, Sheriff of Pike County, Zf>bulol\~ 
Georgia" 

No latent i~lpressions doveloped on spec:i.!'Joru~ dt;uignat•d 
Ql through Qu c 

Ql through Q6 ana the carbon copy of letter dat·ed 5/13/68 
are being fo1~ardod ~ith copies of this report to WFO. 

Laboratory report separate. REC- <o3 :.II _·-- _:. i, 
. ... ··-· ··.-...... '~' "'···· · ··" · · · ' 1 --
.~ , .. ,..c.r ... JJ\11 -··-~ t;H I , (Enclosurea 7) i '\.~~.~ ~ -, q"'1 t . " 

, . ; ' ,:-. t •• .;;: \ t 9 JU~! 3 1958 · 
( !'i 

Original report sent ' .. ~ -· --~-·.~:.: ____ .::::_,~ . 
to Atlanta Office per request .. ./)__, · 
of relet. ~~ ._,-'~/ . _)?:. 

, .. - ,~ ..• . t:'{J / ' ···\, . ... :· ' - ,. 
. ' \ - ~- r-- . / 

,.~!;; .. ' / 

J. 
'N 

-

7 
/ 

,, ,· ..... ~ 

·' ! 
_i 

··~ 
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.~-=E£~ 
~~- LA_B.OR-AT o-a"y _,.,__ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

., · 

:-":FBI, Atlanta (9•1299) Date: June 16• 19.$6 

~--~:BENNIE JAMES RIGGINSt 

. 

. ~ 

ART LINKLETTER-VICTIM 
VICE PRESIDENT RICHAHD M. 
NlXON•VlC 1.r!H 

' ·~.- · ~.· ·. 
'\j. John £dqar HoovPr, f} tro> c t c r 

P _t:• :.\' o;.:-='.: ~ . ·. 

SEN A. TOR HEHT-1Al,J 'l1ALHADGE-VI'JTIH ~t\r~ 
I I 

FBI"Filu No. 9•3446.3 - '{, 
Lab. No. . D-280989 DJ EXTORTICN 

:nmtr.u tlon request .: d by: FBI 1 Atlanta 

Letter 6/5/58 
:::x ::m.lnatlon requented: Docwnent 

Ql ·through Q6 were oubmi. tted by- t~anhingtoo Wield 
Offiae under dote of May 26, 1958. Q7 Qnd QS were submitted by 
the · Lo.s Angole s Of:t'ioe under date of l-1ay 27, 1958. 

GJ . J ciL'2 ~1,"':[-v 7 - J {'" - 5- f. ,._J.. /~:;.z ·t- . 

~~ --~;( -~~--l'~,_c~ c. ''{ 

,~t t -~~~r-tq . (!/ L~ : ---f-) .· . _ 
MAIU:U 5 

JUN 1 ti 1956 

Enclosures (4) (ICl, 3 Lab report) 

1 ~ Washington Field Enclosure (Lab report) 
1 - Los Angeles Enclonure (Lab report) 

.. ,9 .... 
. ,_ 

34483 

P~<.~ n.;. · ·--
~ l .' " .' .. 
}j: " : :t., 

\ '';\'Y/4 -= 
l"i~: .i~:': --
T ·.-., ;r, __ 

'\ \.' ._, .. ---

. ' I • •~ 

'~ . . 
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;; ~· D ;r. 7 ..... ~1 1 IJ '~ j_"_;.L~~ 
··--*-- t.t.PI'IIIA' '•. T ~---· 

FEDERAl BUREAU OF tNVESTIGATION 
WASHIHGTON, D. C. 

";'o: FBI, Atlenu 

R•: BE'rt:< IE Jft.MES RIOGIJIU: 
ATIT LINKLET1~B-VIC1IM 
VICE P~·:E .ITJENT .,!CHARD B. 
NIXO!~·VICTl?-1 
;:lFNNi'0!1 FFFMAH 'I "-!1-~ .6.DGE-V!.~ '}!}{ 
EXTOR'riOH 

Splfclmens rnc:ulv,.d fJ/9/58 

1U JJ'our ~~:,oets of T.'~le4 ,{4lpor 
Bli.mar;; ·fAMES HJO<~IIL;. 

Jieaulttl of Bxam1nBtlun: 

.. 

It was a~.it!cluded tbat ~.:.1 t~.SP- ·. __ qe· wor,. ';:-epL._. 
by BENNIE JAt·1E::l RIOOIN:), whose known b4nd.wt-1t;1ng ~b"e!::i-t' 
are deeignated above as Kl. 

GFM:bo 
(7) 

.. --;A.~·~r"._ 

!~.!ll·':l'i. ':'In -

.E·t~.i:.·.:",t -
Wr;,:r -~-
t:l:•t•o<i..- __ 
_ ;·,n:~.4' .. t.• __ 
1~\·i·:i'lf'j -

"·'.'l'mnm __ 

Kl ia r-eturned horewith. Photographs 
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1- '· · ~"RD ,.ORM NO. f54 

. 
Office Memorandum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

.. .D. TTENT ION: i ·.: 

:RoM---; .l :~c, .t\ TU\1'ITJ\ ( 9-1299) 

( __ _) /) . 

st'DJECf: BEN!\! If; JAMES R1GGINS; 
ART LIN!ZLETTER - VICTIM 
VICE PRESIDENT P. ICH!\RD h{. 
SEN40. T0!1 HERi\'l/-1 :! f.~ U/:/\DGE -
EXTORTION . , 

DATE•. ' · ; 1 • 'r' n '- ' f :;f ;) U 

He Atlanta airtel ' to the Bureau ·:dated 5/?.'2/5.8." 
.'' .· ', ~ · . 

Enclosed herewith .nre four pages of handvtrit~ng · 
specimens of subject BENNIE J/\MES RIGGINS.o . ·· 

The Laboratory is requested to compard enclose~ 
:1anc1writing specimens with handwritin.g found on extortion ·. ·· 
1 :.: t t.::' I'!J. 

following completion of the:.> e:-:c.mination, the 
~-~·: boratory is . requested to fo~"ward results of the comparison 
~.c the Atlanta and Los Ange 1 es .Off ices. The La bora tory -may 
. ! ,-,Jz'e to retain the handwriting speclmens enclosed.. · 

. . ::: . \~ 
~ ·'· - . ~ . .. 

~&m-rcio~ 
! • 

®-
1 

-9 
·:' -· . 

~·\\t.C7) .. 

34483 
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· ·t~~· 
' ' : . :--~ 

. ..... 1• 
.·.·t l) .. 

·::::. .. . · 

-~ · 
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. 
?~~orded 6/10/SR bp .. • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

U"JITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Laboratory Work Sheet 

~e:BEmliB JAw:s ?.t1:tt:iSJ 
ART r~INKLT~~T1'ER•VIC~~'I:1 
VIOF. PRl!liDFI'lT RICHAJln N'~ NIXO!l•VICTiti 
~FNATOH in·':BHJ\;f 'rAt;-.mD~.H.•VIr:TIN 
-;.~X'fOR'l'I :'>N 

LAB FIT.,,-;, O,PENBD ••• 

File fl. 9-3!!.483 _.. g 
Lab. fl. 11 2~'0989 D.T 

::x:1mination requested by: PHl• Atlar.ts.(9·l299)•L,ttel" 6/5/58 
E:xam\nation requested: Dot:. U.'i1 v.a t 

Resl.ilt of Examination: · 

Date received: 6/9/58 

Examination by: D 
.//' 

t. Specimens submitt~d for examination 

SPECIMEN CHECK,# AMOUNT DATE PAYABLE TO SIGNED BY 

Kl Four sheet" af ruled pq> flr bonrin~ lmo\·m handwri tinr~ ot 
BFN'NIE JA~1ES HI'"f(r!l1S 

BANK 









. . .. .. .. -------- -- ....... · - -~·- ·:· ---- ... - ··-····· .. ~" ...... ~_ .. .;.,.;., .. '" .. ' .'--- >"·'"~:--·::Tt~~-~-~· - .. . . 



t·•,.o••o •o•"' ""· 6• • 11•1 
f(J-:?2-!1""11 

Office Me1norandum · UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

l/ 7o _ .. ~~9·:S~ci) c;: / ( ,._-, •. )-;;_ 
. : -,: ~-· 1"'. t > 

(Your file ( '1 - I ·2 9 'i ) DATE: 7 - / .)-- .5 .. - 6 
~.,...rr t1 

··· noM : D.J>;ctor, FBI (Bufile and serial (1 - 3 Y i' f V 
J4:4r~~-~.-:-. ?:L•)·Y'-'· ,/ .!<.A;/~1-~:--~; : 

5t:DJ~cT; cp ~/L--v:;_,t~1 .12.t-t&(- .-;~c_{~~-.-: rJ __ -u .... ~Z~ffice of Origin: 
't~ 1.,_~_..:1-u;(,;:~T ~/,-..~- ./lqe-

l. ( l frufd~1iatinec:fn-')'hi~~"is'?h~~assed and the Bureau has not 
received a report. You are instructed to submit a repor~ 
immediately. In the event a report has been submit · 
should make a notation of the date on which it was 
on this letter and return it to the Bureau, Room No 

Report submitted - ---- - -· • • -.-- --- - -----------------------------------------------: ...... ______________ ;1', 

---~--

Report wi 11 be submit ted ............................................................................... . 

Reason for de lay ... ·······---·--·······--···----------···-·-~-----·····---·---------------·-··-------········ 

.. ~£..LL£_"''-'-''C .. ,;2 •.. ~.c:-..... £1-a.££. ... ~ .. :. ........ . 
~-:-:::: . ...................................... ··············· ···························································•···•····· 

-~ ( v·Advise Bureau re status of this case. ~ 8 4 4 83 
/c) Advise Bureau when report may be expected. 

4. ( ) Surep immediately. 

(Place your reply on this form and return to the Bureau. Note on the 
top serial in the case file the receipt and acknowledgment of this com
muni Cat i 0 n • ) U. S GOV£RN1o!£NT PRINTI~G OHICL l~o-377906 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

;;;·.·~:;~-:- ::~:~-----~·- ·aiii~~ ~~ o;i~i~-----·· ----·-- Dot;--······· ·····-·· ···· · ~ · - i~~o5il;~livo Period 

----- ~--:.~~-~..:. j_ ! ~ l / _; _L'I. .. j. :_ : ·. ,. l_~-. _ _1:_ !-~ 1 ,.-- ________ !_ _ .:/-~- -~ 1" ~~ -'~~~·~> ) _·: : . ; r)l"'. -='O . . ··r·· ,i·o . 
' / :__, .! J ..) .! I . ... - -

. _· __ ··_ : r ~.\: LTI\r-·1~3 I1IcrGii·Js; 

... ~olorl rngrlg by ~TYI:~~-i~-;-
1 .., . 

1--L-------------~--------L-...:.C..'-- -'· ··-·--
CHARACTER OF CASE 

. : LH!KLer'rER - VICrl'HI j 
_ :· ~: l'Hl!:SIDENT RICHJ\HD N. HIXON -

EX'rORTION 

--------------------------------L---------------------------.--·-----

, '<~ ct in signed s tatcments aclmi tted send inc letters 'cG V:h: tims 
: ~ LE'I"J.1EH, NIXON, and I'ALf<li\DGE demanding *~(00 .from LHE(LS'l".l'li~H_, 

:.: .. ) from NIXONJ and $200 from TALN1iDGE, and threater: .:;ci ·.:.D llit\;,) 
· · ... , j.-·'11·' 1 1n· '-:· c·· ·.., f··J.'l -.c.. •-o ~~, "b··. t 1 ° - ~. '"' ·• ,. , .. , " "" ,.L CQ v.1 l l .a UI"'" v puy. uU JCC , -- 'l ye<.l>> .. 1. ·' "•'·· -• 

·. · --i~3c;d that he compJ.·:.;tccl 7th Grade, and that nbout :.':~'. .: >t..~Dr~:; 
. _: :ic ~:ms committe::cJ. to State Hospital at f<li.lJ. cd r;o\· LLlc,Georgia. 

·c,~t ·.·ms arrc:)tcd b~c She:.eif'f's Office, P1k c~ Co u nt.-, ;Jeorgia, 
r·elcased f l'Oiil Fike Cour;t,;r J ai l l'Iay 21, l9 :JU , on :,;)00 bond on 

.:·:::~e or writing threaten ing lc tte:c . Subj e ct \·rm: committed to 
. . ':..~e Hospital, Nillcdgeville, G·eors;ia , Aur;ust 7, 1953 , whore . :. 
···. ~ ·· condition ·.·ms diagnosed o.s 11 mental deficiency \•lith psycJ1C>ttc 
:·':: ;_cti.on". AUSA_, Atlanta., declines prosecution. · · .. .. 

- c; -

=~~es tigation in this matter is predicated upon receipt 0~ 20~: 
-.~· commur;tcation from Los Angeles to the Director dated i·::J. ~: 2. :: , 
/. ::::.~ ':!~rlcil cotamunication reflected that DENNIE ,JI\f•1ES RIGGE:S . ~ , 

Special Agont I 
lo Char o 

Do not wrlto ln apacos below 

///·1 > :--_0 
! l' / - f REG 1 

,__:_ _ _t__ ___ __:..~__;__--1__:.·- · : .. 1.--"~ 

Los Ancc::lc.s ). 

' t ~ l • 

) 

' ) 

5 <J f-\\JG 18 \9.5S, 

·· ~;,;-.;~;-of FDI · Thla report Is loaned to you by tho FBI, and nolth 

q 
to tlo dlstributod outsldo tho a~oocy - ,,·, wi,j,:.b. 

o-3447150 
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9-1299 

, I,' 

11 I am u [!;anc leader nnd I ha·Jc 15 bo;)·s :1.n :~v . sang, 
~~are in CalifOI'n:lc state. If you don 1 t do Hl1ai~ :;· o;.: ~~re . tqld 
;;ou 1·Jill HiS}1 you had. The; pollee or FBI or <.-:n~~ ot;1~::- lR\;1 
'•/On 1 t 14 elp' ._ Tr' ,_,r,., rlor1 1 t "-'(:ni·_ ,!;'rc~l'~ thJ.'"' u' a',-c- T ,., 0 ·~ : -' '~0\,lr 
f 'J • ......J... ,/ "~' ~ ' ....... '" . ...... , .. _ - ·1· _/ . . ... v .• . ~-- ... "- ' -"'-' ,) . 

boy ROBER~· · or .h~ C~~ ':rlll :.)('! iliU t'Lh:- t· c·,~ ·' :~ s told ~:; ,; ::,~ 'ffi<: rnO,t)ey 
$700 thi.s dat ::! ... ..- _! '{ -~·~.' 19 i.."P :\1 :;•) :\.:.' ;{C'U w3:lt; b<.'\~rs -t.o live 
..,, ·~ ··1· ·1 · a~· --·c··" · · ... · ·'\'l' · ··· ·•• ,,,, ,,., ,., - ~· · '\',, '11··~·-~ · - .•. .:. ·h11·1s· · Tt ~ .. •~' ';' ~.; a Q \/ ./ ' j l l ' • \ . .. 1 ' - ~ ' i \ ·• t.. ,' • • '\ ,,. -..~ !.. : .. . ~ \. • ~ '1..' • ... " "' I \.~' It -\J . . _ ,• ·-· • .... 

1.: p i:o yo'u. :>': :, : ! i t,·; ,L~:- ,, ., . , · >;} ,• ~·: \:. \) A~~. g.:::~XXI ,;:: ;· ~·:'~ :2.$ ,!UGGINS, 
:.: : ~,JJ.t~ ·na, Creor·; .. \ . . , li~~ . ' n \ .(_\ ?>.~~.~·u'.:.,., .. ~ -~~ , t• 

\ .· . 

· . . 
. / · , 

·-·· · 

..... . ; . 

. · :, ' 

· ' 12 
(),I 1011 

'J.Lw · lbs ·' 
. Blacl~ · ·. 
Bro~m 

;':!'. , •. 

~ (' 
.L.d dcscpibed a$ .:< 

19 
. ,.-, 

· ·, Oc: ;. ·. 

166 
Bro\m 
:Binc' . 

. ART LIHi<.:L~I"l'ER )s 'de$cribed 

; • 1 ;· ~~ 

··. ': 
; ~' 

:.: 'q~t~~t: .( . . ,. • . . _,;,... "':~ 

.... ·: :. 



• • 
:'.T. 9..:.1299 ., . 

' ..... ~ 

N~1~h~:,, 
.<~?·: .. :~~~\.~, >-·~' 

·.,··~-,,~·:, -,. t 0 

.. , ,;t;._ ~:._ .,-

'· '· 
,•'. ~; 

·.:- . ·flssi.stant'tf~ ·s·~· At'to1;ne;i ROBBRT·D. HORl~BAKER, Leis 
Angeles·, .. desir_cd inquiry- to establisl1 8[;e ·arid mental capacity 
of ·sl;lp~·ect befOl"'e mal·:ing prosecutive clccision. 

acldr.e~fsed 
.. \ 

The Los Angeles 
to LINKLETTER ~as 

Office 
being 

':_: 

reported that the .lGtter 
for~:wrdecl to the- Buroau. :. 



1 ;,t,.',::')'tiD roHM rlO. f..l 

. Office Nielllorcmdttl7Z . UNITED s!TES GOVERNMENT 

ro SAC, ATLAW£A ( 9-1299) 

FROM : SA ~...I _______ ____. 

5UBJECT: BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; 
ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM; 

DATE: 7/18/58 

Dictated: 7/15/58 

VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD N. NIXON - VICTIM; 
SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 

On Ma;y 22, 1958, BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS was located 1n 
Molena, Georgia, and executed the following signed 
statement, tbe original of which is maintained in the 
files of the Atlanta Office: 

11 Molena, Ga. 
May 22, 1958 

ui, BENNIE J.4MES BIGGINS q1ve the .t:ollowing voluntary 
statement to l I who has told me he is 
a. Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
I know I do not have to ma.lte this statement and that it 
can be used against me in a court of law. No threats or 
promises have been made or given to me to make this 
statement. I have been told I can have a lawyer. 

"I am 18 years old and can ·read and vzri te. 

"I had been looking for rzorlc around Molena} Ga. and 
work was. hard to find. I felt tnt if I had $200.00 
or $300.00 I could go to Florida and get a job there. 
I felt I could get the money from some rich persons 
and I sat dovm and wrote a letter to ART LINKLETTER. 
I wrote that I wanted $700.00, and that if he didn't 
send me the money, I would murder his sons. I also 
sent along a .22 caliber bullet in the letter. I 
placed the letter in the mail box outside my horne, and 
the letter was picl{ed up by the rural carrier about a 
week or tvw we elm ago. 
11 I am not a gang leader} and I don 1t belong to any 
gang. I had no intentions of harming or ltilling 
ART LINKLETTER or any member of his family. I havo 

JPG:rjb 

- l! -

3448~ 



• • 
AT 9-1299 

read above statement· and I has · Been Read to me and' every 
word or' ·1 t is · true •. 

11 /s/ BENNIE JAMES RIG(} INS 

awitness: 

Special Agent, F.~.I., Atlanta, Ga." 
I 

The following is a copy of the secobd signed · 
statement executed by RIGGINS with respect to Vice 
President NIXON, the original of \'lhich statement is 
incorporated as an exhibit in the files of this office: 

"Molena, Ga. 
Iv1ay 28, 1958 

. . "I, BENNIE JAMES RI::IN:. give the following 
voluntary statement tel J who has told 
me he is a Special Agent oi'eederal~reau or In
vestigation. I lm0\'7 I do not have to make this statement 
and that it can be used against me in a court of law. No 
threats or promises have been made or given to me to make 
this statement. I have been told I can have a lawyer. 

"I am 18 years old and can read and vvri te. 
11 About a ,.Jeel<: ago I \'/rote a letter to Vice President 

NIXON. In the letter, I wrote that if he didn't send me $200.00 
by a certain date, \'Jhich I don't remember, that I l'lOUld send 
some of my gang to l<ill him. I signed my name to the letter 
and also put my address on ·che letter. 

"After finishing the letter, sealing it and placing 
a stamp on the anvelop , I placed the letter in the mail box 
outside my homeJ and tne letter was picked up by the rural 
carrier. 

"I had not no'r have any intentions of' killing or 
harming Vice President NIXON or any member or his family. 
I do not have any gang nor am I a member of any gang. I 

- J 
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• • 
AT 9-1299 

'~ _.- ,., , •• J 

have Read the above 'statement. and I 
every-word· of it is· true.;_ 

has Been Read to me'and -
"/s/ BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS 

"Witness: 

Special Agent., F.B.I., Atlanta, Ga.11 
. , 

RIGGINS executed a signed statement with roespect 
to a letter sent to Senator TALMADGE, and the following is 
a copy of that statement, original of which is maintained in 
the files of the Atlanta Office: 

11 Molena, Ga. 
May 22, 1958 

"I, BENNIE JAHES RIGGINS give the following 
volunta:i.''Y statement to I ; 1 who has told 
me he is a Special Agen1.: of the Fe e1~a1 Bureau of In-
vestigation. I know I do not have this 
statement_, and that it can be used against me in a court 
of lav-1. No thr>eatrJ or promises have been made or given 
to me to make this ntatement. I have been told I can 
have a lawyer. 

"I am 18 years old and can read and write. 

11 /\bout a \'leek ago, I \~rote a letter to Senator 
TALMADGE of Ga. In the letter, I wrote tha'v I wanted 
$200.00 and that if he didn't send it to me by the 17th 
or 18th of ~1ay, that I would send some or my gang up to 
Washington to kill him. 

''I repented that statement several times in the 
letter. I placed a stamp on the envelope enclosing the 
letterj rihced the on'/t~J.ope Dncl letter in the mail box 
OUtside my homo and the letter 1,·/aS picked Up by the rural 
carrier. I had 110r :··a.ve no intentions or l{illing or 
harming Sen a tor TALMADGE in any vwy. I am not a member 
or any gang nor do I have any gang. 



• • 
AT 9-1299 

':. ; ,. · .. · 

I.,< 

. · ,. : 

II I h~ve . ~ it~ a~ . the above . a tate,~ent' and. 'it as 'Beeri ' 
_!!ead. to me arid ~very· word or . 1 t .is true · · - _ , 

11 /s/ BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS 
11 Witness: L...-_______ __.1 Special Agent_, F.B.I., Atlanta,Ga. l! 

Additionally RIGGINS furnished four pages of hand
writing specimens. 

The following is a description of the subject as . 
obtained by obser'vction and interview: 

Name: 
Address: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Born: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Eye~~u 
Hair: . 
Complexion: 
Build: 
Marital Status: 
Education: 
Father: 

Mother: 
Brother: 

Brother: 

Sister: 
Military, Service: 
Occupation: 

- .'( 

BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS 
Route 2, Molena 1 Ga. 
White 
Male 
18 
Molena) Ga., November 15:r: 19aQ· '~ 
516" 
130 lbs. 
Brown 
Red 
Fail~, freckles 
Small 
Single 
Completed 
WALTERs. 
Flovilla, 

None 

7th Grade 
RIGGINS, Old Age Home, 
Georgia; 

. • • • ! • 

Unemployed; t1e adviaed he hau novor 
\·Jerked, but; haa helped around h(.m4C 
and farm. 

.... ' . 



--~~ ... ·-.~-,!~ ---r--T-~-·------
' . 

AT 9-1299 

,. 

• 

·, 

, .. ~ 
., . 
' 

• 

I aunts 
...___w-:-1 t~h-w-:-h-o-m---=RI=a=a=m=s-r-es-i~dea on 

Route 2, Molena, Georgia, for 
pau t six years. Prior to ~;:Dis, 
subject advised that he was in 
Orphans Home from age 4 to 11 

\'· ' 

· · · years of age at Hapeville, Ga. 

·~~~?Cal Condition ~i:: t~:~m:~\e:::i:l ahetjs 

Characteristics: TaSspee.ch impediment mental 

. . :. 

Arrests 

condition; Subject advised tha.t 
he was in State Hospital, 
Milledgeville, Geor~ia, about 
five years ago for' high temper". 

.• · . -A4Jlli tte<;l: Subject advised that he was 
arrested May 16, 1958, by 
Sheriff's Office, Zebulon, Georgia, 
for writing ~1reaten1ng letter to 
Senator TALMADGE, aud was released 
from the Pike County, Georgia Jail, 
May 21, 1958, on bond. 

. ( 

Subject adviaGd that he has 
never registered for the drnrt 

:. -
' . 

. ~ .. 

.. 
~ 

'· 
.b6 
b7C 
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~ ' . 
~. '•: 

. On rftay . 22, 19:/::, of 
Sh_·-eriff _J. ~S1.'0R RIGGINS, Pike co_tmt·r~ Georr~ia .. j'd:,_·:tsec_l tl:i~t ... 
BBIJNIE JIU11E.S RIGQINS vm;_; En•:r•2s tscl Lyl _ cne sh~IIif: ~ 
f'or vJri ting a tl1rQa ten in e.: 1::: t tep to Senti tor 'l'/\LMf1DGE, and : 
•.,hat .he. \rJaS rclc::asocl m1 :;;:::;oo bond on ~1Sty 21, 1958. · 

On tl1e sqrae cl.ay, Shsr•lfi' J-. 1\Sr.rog EIGGlNS. C\dv-tceci 
-tha)-~: the __ r.ub,j<.;c·c _1·1ould be trj_,~d in ~he Super•ioi' Court .. 'of ·. · 
Pike County, -Georgia, on a ·charge of \H'i ting a tlu--eatetfing 
letter and that the puninhmcnt for·that ·crimo ic a 'two.to 
fiva year sentente. 

-· .. . . ~ 

J\T f•lOLENA, GEORGIA 

On i'Ia:/ 22, J.~~~~J l'·r{o~ tq ·2 ~ 
advise~ that she is an aunt of the subj6ct Gnd that the 
subject has ·ooen residinG Hltll ber for seve:.:c·al yearn. 
She stated· that tl!e subJect is emotionally dicturbDd and 
has congci1i t<.-:~1 d:i.abctos. She dc:G cribed ·sub jc:c t a:J be inv; 
a 11 c;ood boy" ·;;ho has bean a great dC[:l of llc~lp nround Lltr} 
hou::-~c. She added tlla'~ ::;;-,.::; has no ir:f'ormatiu:1 as to i1iu 
writing ~xtortiori letter~. 

Hn:.Jl1inr-;-con l''ic ld . Of'fice let tel' to D:Lr'•C:c: tor cla ted 
Ha~r 26, 1958, · reported that. SP. DONI.LD l·:. \·J.i\1/l'EH contact;e(1 
Senator HERtiL-'\N T{\UiiADGB or_ Georgia on 'c~w mor>ninc; of 
r~Iay 26, 1958 ·.and' ob ~ained fr.,qm him ;tet·t_~,rs d~tod A~.J?~1 :ASs~ 
1952, May 10, 1953, and J4ay 1:3, 1958, adcl:ccssed to Sena:t;cn-. 
TAL~IADGE ~~t:'rom·BENNIE JAr·1ES RIGGINS.t. v1hose ·address is shovm 
as Molena, Georgia. 

' 

·.r., 
',· . ,•· 

b6 
b7C 
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• 7 ; ' ~~ ,·· • . ' , ' :" . r ... _ / ·' ;· ~: • - - - . __ : ,, ~ •' . • -, ' 

Accompanying the .three above .·1e:~t6rs from :c 
was ~ qopy o~' a. letter f.~.,oni. s(~.natpr 'rAtJ'lAD.GE: to ;t11e · 
of P:tl<:e County,.~ Georgia.,· v1llcrein the S.enator ad,rised the 
sheriff of having received handi·lri tten letter rr·on1 the subject 
and drawinG it to the sheriff's attention. The Senator's 
l '" t r. C> T.. ';,' c'·' ~~ c1 fl t (' ('l I•' ~~ y 1';( 1 0 c:. ::; . . _.._ ..... _. vv... ...._ t '"'' -' ...... . ..;J _.._, ... 4 

. . . 

'l'he &oove do:;uments. v1ero deLLvered to SA GEORO.E 
DINGLE or thC' FBI Laboratory the morning of · ly1a~r 26,.~ l958 •' . 

Lo9 An[e le::; lc:t te!r to Director de. ted Hay 2T, 
l95B 1· . ~tate.d . .that · information concernine; Subject . RI.GG~li$ 
i·.ms .discussed ~'lith fl.::;rc:istant U. S. f!.ttorncv ROBERrl' D; 
EOPJ-!BAKER, ·Los 1\ne;elcs, on J'liay 26, 1958. ' 

. .l\sc.is tant EORNBAKEH declined pr>osccu t.;.LurJ in faVOl, 
of prOs'ecutive· decision . of U. 'S. Attorney,.~ Atlanta·;:Jnasnn,JCll 
a;:; all letters oric;im.:. Led v:i thin G·corgia Jud L:: 1Ql Dis t'ric t. 

:Bureau letter to Atlanta dated May 22 J 1953j 
J>eflec ted that Hr. ROBER'J.' J. BOUCK, Spe(! ial 1\ :~ent in · 
Chapge,.~ Protccti'JC· HescCJ.rch Section, United Statc-:c· Secret 
Servic2, :n1ite House, Hasl1inr~ton, D. C.,.~ on I·iz.y 26 .. 1958 . .1 

1 • , D I . 1' • t • • ' l . ' h 1 . c::.c v~scc1 .tJ u. reou ~1 ~rnson reprcse:n -~itlve 'G :zn; c. ey \<Jere :1.n 
pos::;ession or the letter writt0n by subject to Vice Prooldont 
:nxon. Nr·. BOUCK ~' t2 t(x1 Secre (.; Se::•vice dc~J ired to · reta:tn 
;.:lJ.is lcttc:p in v:i.\.} 1;1 o;.' the th rc~at to Vice f'p,;;sidcnt NIXON. 
I•ir. BOUCK ad vised 'l~h<; t this let tcr- 'IJOulcl be made available 
to the Bureau if DUCLl VIaS needed in O.D'! pending p:cqsecut1on 

:against the sub'ject. · .. . · ... -.·.. · . ~ ·: .... · · : :. , i . 
" ' , •• •• 'Of~- ~:: \ . : . !·- ~ ·- . ~ ' 

··The f611()vrinf3 . are Laboratovy ·~reports . 
May 29; 1956 ,.~ M~/ . 29,.~ ~958, rind · J~ne 1~, 1953: · 

- : . . · 
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· ·FEDERAL J3UREAu··oF ltNESTIGATION 
· · ; · · ··· ··\~lashing ton ' 25 ,·· D. c. · · · 

. . . . . REP.ORT • 
. . . . . . . OF THE · · . . . <·· 

LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION 
·· <Ictentificatfon Division · 

YOUR FILE NO. 
FBI FILE NO~ 
LATENT CASE NO; 

TO: · SAC, . ATLANTA 

.... _ .. ; 

15633 . 

RE: BENNIE:JAMES · RIGGINS; 
ART LINKtETTER - VICTII\1 . 

VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD N. NIXON 
SENATOR ·HERlvJA.N '111\Lrv!ADGE VIC'riH · · 
EX'rORTIOl:l · 

. ·:. 

.No · lu tent imprcs~;ions de·I~lopecl on si)ecimcn:.; 
:Jesir;;.nated Ql thi"our~h c~6 . 

Ql thr·ough Q6 anc.l tQ.e carbon c·opy or letter 
dated ~;/13/53 c:t l,e bc~ing i'Ori12Pd8C1 lqith (!Opie3 Of tl1is repopl~ 
~co \'JFO. 

. . . .~· ... , .. . .· · t:B~ ~~~orY·'-~~~\~t\ ·,,~~f:t·~:rM·~Z~~;if,,t~;,.g ... 
~e-HFo (&1o~~s~reL? .·· .. : . .': · · .·~ .;5~!c' ' ' 

. t , .. .; • 
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L!J.BOFu\ TORX ;, . 
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1
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1':' FEDERAL BUR~1\.U OF INV&S'rf&~Tidf~ 
·: .· .. <. .· ' U:\SHHIGTON) . D. C. .. ·· 

- , .·, · 

:•." , ,,. · 

·.BENNIE J AHES . HIGG IHS; . . -D~te: . : ,>: M~ir>~.9~ .. ;1·9~~ 
AR'l' LINKLE1"'T~R - VIC11Ir-1; ·; FBI li'ile . · . No~ .:- · ,;,.,, ' 

· . . VICE PRESIDENT f\.IGit\ H.D r.;. 'tliXOi-I - tab · No··· :·.'f,L¢-7a8()~~ I)J 

f:~~~~~~o~Eru·lfll: c'I.IHADGE - vrcTm . . ;,~;Jt -, -. -
.~1 pee irw ~ nD rece ivE:d l'cora FBI, Has ~-ling ton ·T;'·i "'l ct;:)"Ot..,.··· .,. . ' 5/2;:~,:·::·5 .. ·:; 

J. --. - :~;:J;;;( .... ,· J 

QJ Envelope bcD1·inc hand\·Jri t i.:en add .i"•G;;s n Seil~.~~ ... 1· Hel~ma;; 
'l'almadge S ta t c:> Ca tful ~1ashing'con D C. J '" :.pf.f.~ 1;m_~;r:ke~: .. 11 MoJ· E"I·1 ~ ··c .. ,'l. . fH'Y' u <>'·;., r 'II.~~ II · · . · .. • ··· ~ '·) .. ::;';';,,.._. -' ,_.. ~ . lx\ • 'lJ -. ,.. . ..; , _,: _) • l' • . . · ' -·_-·· ·• 

'-22 · . Envelope br..: ~: l'i:1 .:.:; l Jc.!i1clHri t "c 0 r: .s.ddrc:J~ 11 Sebf{~,;.~xt· fie.r-r.:i.3.h 
. '.r:::lm3c1(;c S t2 +-.... ~'ciul 1·Jashington D C., 11 pos tma:r-}<~ed . 

11
f'!OLENA GA. i·i!~~·: lh i9::S P.M." ..., o · · . · · + · · • I-;, .... , b. ·1 · · · · Q.) ne-pagc~ hacci ·:: ·:·;.'; .;cn h:tte:::- dDt0d "~-.::.; :::>0:

11 
cc ~nl._~~ 

llt.rr..l"'o ''r.>r····tr '1' 1
• lr·r,ad-,---. J .• · · -~ -. ··\.· ·i ·· ··· . er.,~in~· n·\ J.4G" ~ u:.:.. J(..t \)f' . r,: ..... ~ • 0.-J '.: ... r.!.i,L 0 'l,l ... J " './ .. - • • t M\.. .. -~ \...-"', 

.J.,evc.~..'""(' r.•J.',1n : 1 ... - .... -,'lo~q~ ·-r--- c.f.}, ·.L'r·J' ·' ~;;·r· ·; ~·c~:.. · t, (r1··-':J~; ..... .... AJ u-.... • ... , _ -v.; , .. -'... ;_; ... . ,J,., .~ . . ...... . 

Bennie James JU r;;·;int:;' j;!rJlena Go. II 
QJ~ One -pau;e hand ~·J 1 • 1 t t'::n l ~~ Vt,;e :r· dated ~-,jl (; /::~ -) .• ~~ ~, :.:: .\.n:~ inl~ 

tl " .. • . Hello ~) (~na tol' ' l' ;l.l.m~~rl['.:: I nm a JOl.HJ!: ••• ·· ·~lin .Ul ~:; on 
rcvcJ::~ r;' :;.Ldc '' ... 'Ju;; of da(le:;cr." 

(:5 P1ccc uf' paper· iJ(;~t:cing lli \Lc.i".n·i ttc~n ]J: :; :.:,(;::" d<L tccl . 
5/10/~/~ , bo;,;1nninh~ 11

Hello Scm:tor 'r;_<L:iF;dGe I am a 
"'0lJr1r;• II cnclJ' !'\ •·• r, rll'I'T l'l r .. • nC " ( . ') I! J L.. • • • . .. · ·· ·G • • • o. . .; 't..i~l :.. J_-. . !'Q~ • , 

Q6 ·One-pa ge llanr.l•:n·:l t"i>:~n letter dated ::;;1:5/5~3 , begj.nnitlf·: 
''Hello Sen a tor Tnlmadce I vn•otc hel'9 o 1.-wck ••• u . , · 
endi1ig on reverse: f.\ ide '·' •• ~this ~ddrass · .Bennie .Ja'riteEJ 
Riggins Jvlolena , Go ·· n.f-2 --~~ · ·. , . ·. · ~:~\: . . .. 

ALSO SUBMIT'l'ED: 

Page 1 . 

. ' 
Capbon copy or .letter dated 5/13/58., · to 
11

Honorable J~ Astor Ri~sins Sheriff or 
Pllre · County, Zebulon, Ch:ors ia 

- 12 -
·""" • 

3448~ ' .. ·· 



. , ; . • ·. ·: -' • 
... ,,.:A.~. ::i9~··i299, ' . ·"" ' .· .. · ' - - ~ - ,- - . . . 

•, 
' I• ·, " 

.R~stilts or Examination: 
·.;· .. 

; . :- _. 

Q.l through Q6 \'/er'e .. compn:rect ', witq ,the ,appropriatq 
sections or the /~nonymot.ls Letter lrile without .·effecting an · 
identificntl.on. 

CL throu::.:;h ·:·· _ _. do not ~~~ont<::'.ln any , .. mtermarlcs or 
·other lden tii'yinc c.: i::tractcris t:Lcs \·rhlch i·muld a:J:;j is t in 
determinine; the sou pee:.; of the envelopes · ~·tnd pape1"'. 

·You 1·illJ. bE: separntely a dvlr;ed rr:..~ t:·;; '.'cling the 
results or the latent fingerprint examina tic.)t ) . You 
·will be ad,iiscd of the dlsnosftion or the· cvlch~z~ (~e in tho 
fingerprint report. Pho.tographs· are ret~d .. ned :t:1 ti'le files 
of.' the Bui·eau,. 

· •, 
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BUREAU OP 
·' HASHING'l'Of!, 

Angela~> 

BENNIE J ArilES HIGGINS; 
'A:R'J.' LINKLETTER - VICTir'l; 
VtCE PRESIDEN'r RICHARD NIXON·-

.VICTIM; . .. .. , 
SENATOR HBHf,'li-'\N 1'ALH1\DGE VICTII'l 

, EXTORTION · ., .. ·,.. •· 

• 

. \ 

., . 
~ - .... 

Q7 

Spccime,nr.; received 5/29/5<3 .. 

·Envelop·e bearing hancl'.tlri tte'n add:~~ss·- n Art tinkle_;·i~~ -:. · .· ... 
CBS Hollyv:ood, Califopnia, 11 postmarked- '~t>10l.lENA G.!\. · 
fi1AY 12 · 1953 FN, 11 bear·inr:::; i·Trl tir'g · :tn ·the upper left-hand. 
copner·. . .• · .. . . : 

e;'?, · Accompabying ohc-pag~ handvlri tten· letter bcginni~g 
11 Monday Nny 12, 195:-~ th.i.s is •.• , 11 end inc on reverse 
.side-,, ••• don' t fool 2.l'<3Lmd." 

I, • • 

Results of Examination: 

It \•J2r. cm1cluded that. the handivri ting on Q7 and Qil 
::~ar-J prepared by tiw t·Jri ter of specimens Ql . through · Q.6, 
previously submitted in conn~ction 0ith this crise. 

r~tained. 
r:a and 03 are retupned here\·Iith. · Photosraphs ape. 

__ ,. >< '·-. . . . . _-. . . ·s s· .. · .. . 
. . : . ..,.... , :· . . . . ·· 

9· .. ··.· 04-4 ..... "·:··, .. . . ' - !!~.- ·.· 
. • - I - ' ' 



rorware.ed 
specimens 

• • 
'' 

L~ ll -,_, • '•" ... '~··:~- ,."', ! .-i.,'·.'~'' ~T:, '..: 

·By·. 1et~er· ·dated. 'Jqbe' 5., 1958 ;: ·t.~e:·At1arita ··o:tv+,s.:t.on 
to the·: FBI Laboratory ·four pages or·· handv:r:tting 
of SU~ject RIGGINS.· 

follm:inc is a L'aborator~r report conco:p;1ihg 
these. four pages of h8ndi·!ri ting specimens of'· Subject 
RIGGINS dated June 16~ 1958: . 

The 

• 



~·. ·, 

• 

FBI 
LABOHATORY 

;·;-~fuDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
'... \'lASHING'rON, D • . G. . . .c 

.. ., . , .1.' ~ 

'1'o:; P'BI, Atlanta . Date:_ 
FBI.File 

.Lab·; ·No. 
No. 

:'June 16·, 1953 
-9:..~3~'48"' .. t • ), 

;,'t' 

BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; ·. n.:.280989. DJ 
·~ · ~ •• . f ' • · • 

... ~. ART LINKLET'rER - VICTIM 
VICE PRSSIDEHT RICHARD ·M~ 
I1IXON - VIcrrn:i 

· .. ' 
~; . 

~:JEl'JA'l'OH HEHW\U 'rAI.r·1hDGE - VICTI~1 
EX'rOR'l'ION 

C' . i·; 
.:;~pee men~~- recoJ.vr0d .6/9/53 

KJ.. 
1 ~· • 

. Results of' .2~(c:mination:. 
!.;. . ·-· . "• 

.'.';'• 

... - · ·. · · It ;~a~~ concluded that Ql thro.ugn ''Q8 
prepared by BENNIE J.Ar~1ES RIGGINS, 1-1hose lmovm 

~~ritine specimens are designated above as Kl •. 

.. ·. 

\'lere' -· 
haf:l·d-

Kl is returned hcrc\v:t th. Photoc;ranhs are · 
retained. 

l',l • 

' -'f 

.. 
. . ' . •. .".·.· .• 

'~~'~;~,~'j·''~\,fi"~~~~~~~l:t;{.: 
) . :.'· ~' 

... : 
'.:· 

··' 

j 
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.· AT.' .MILLEDGEVILLE~ · ... G Eo'ndrA: :. -' . 
. '' . .. .. '. . . ; .. ·, ,' . ·<-<<· ~f~< 

1l'he follm·lins inves tit;ation \·:as conducted :_· .. q~ , 
QIBRIEN: . . JOHN P. 

r------, · On I•Jrn,r 20, 1 Q>=;8 
• v .,/ ./ ....... . .) L:-:----:~-::-----:--::-:-:::-::----::----:-:--:---....1 

L...:::----;-~1 I'(:iJ.ledse·v-ill·~ Stat,.) Eospi tnl, Milledgeville, 
Georcia, advisecl thzt t i·:eY' records, r·cflec .. l; BENt:r :s JAt.ms 
RIGGINS NBS admi tt2d to the hor.;pi tal on I\u;ust 7 ·' 1953 uncle?." 
~; o:-Jpit:ll record ,/371~1+3, rmd ~i<lJ i'urloushccl f'l.:.om ~_, i • .. :: hospital 
cni Sc_pt ':!mber 12, 19:!3 . . Subject's ,diagnbai:s \·WE; :'r.len·ca~.Defi
.-; :t·::mc~ ' H:i. tll Pnyc : tO tic ReiJC tion:: . . .Sub,'}ci~t I r; cond i tioi; at the: 
'--;~ · , , : ·. r•;'' t"' .""'lOu •··'J-1 1'1'-'r• p<l('OI"de r l ':'"' l!l.T'!D1''Q'.TC·f111 I 1"'':· u-... • · ~'-' '"'- ....... 'l..'l ~ , u .. .> __ ........ ~ ~,.l t .:..\J.J .l. 4• • _ .... ~.. • • _ 

:.:cbL:.;ed since subject did not · P~~ tu::.~;~ to tlle l:os::_Ji tal after~ 
being :C'U:rlOU[;tl () d J he ;·JE;S dis Gl!;: r•c;ed fr•om the i10::.p i tal 0.!10 

'·· .''(~·~.· ·· c~f· t6r' ·r<>u~~l ou' ·'7n' o· ·l-J .0,,:.·-J~~nr•l'oc.r· · l') l or:)r - _.._._ .... ,....., ·· . ..... _ 0 .... J - -~..,J,!; u .... 1 .J-.(..,..J _ • .,.,., .•• 

. ' . - . ..·. 
Peti.'cj.on ?or Comnicsion of Lunaci;z :Cor State of. 

Georr;ia, Fi1~r.:~ Covnty, iC" cla )·e rl Aur.;ust 7) 1953, and 'sicned 
byL-1 _ ____,... _ __,.......,...-~--· ..... .> l . v , . 

. 'I'he :('ecords reflect subje~t :,1as b~;:,pn November 1?, . 
~ddross listec u ~ Molena, Georgia: and :guardian listed 

., ,, ·a'ut··;1~ ,,.,_ .. ~., ·.-,·ct 1 ~· l·t·l·,.-;·or·":· .B·la·n·k . . 
l .... ~ v. J.J I...i i..._..· , l• .... _,1 io-,) '-'~' J · J ·. 

r·0flects subject 1 s motlw1~ is dcGe<.u::cc:i., ~~nd 'chctt suhjec't han 
2 6th srad.c (;ctUCJ. tlon. Sub :}c:c t' aft~r . his mother" s death' 
·:;;.::.;~ placed in Georgi.a Baptist Home For Cilildron, Hapeville, 
(lecpsin, from I·1arch 30, l9~ilJ to ieio y 25, 1951. · Sub<iect has 
ra;;hc r, tHo brotheps, 2nd one ~;is tcr, nc names sr101·m on the 
:c:::co:cc;l. •. 

A'r .L\TLAN1l'J\ , GEOHGif\ ,, ~ 11 ; 
. '· . :~.n. ' 'J: .. : • 
·.·r.rhc{ follovling invcGtigation 

SA '-J ______ ___.t . . .. ·.:· . .. . 
\'Jas conducted .b;,r 

. dn Jul ,, ll~' 19'58·,' the . rae ts of this ca~~ I ,:Hir~. . v • . •.. . ' 
discussed v1i th As::> istnnt U. S. Attorney ·JOHN H. STOKES:··;· 
Hr. STOKES ad vi sec!. that he is dec li11irig p'rosecutiori-·,iri· 
trds m.atte1• in vie\·1 of' the state prosecution pending ;_ 
against subject. · · · 

' . :: ·. '. 
c ••• . "! 

., . : . 

.~· . 

. ·,.· 
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Office Memorandttm • UNITED S _.·OVERNMENT 

TO 

FROM , 

SUBJECT: 

DJ rl ·'('' i'O :: I''!'T ( q _·_, J , !f~: :•) 
. 1 -J ,;. - •~.' . -- ' - ,- , .,J I " .• •..) 

(9-1299) 

) 
BENNI.8 JM·U!:S l~IGGINS; 
ART LINKLETTER - VICTI~1; . 
VICE PRE.SID~NT RICHARD N. NIXON -
VICTHtl; 
SENATOR HERHAN TP.Lr•1ADGE - VICTIM · 
EXTOHTION 

· (ATLAWrA: 00) . 1 

HE!.i' ERENC ES : 

DATE: 7/21/ /:3 

. · , . . . 

Los Angeles airtels to Bureau dated May 16 and 27, 1958; 
Atlo.nta aiptel to Director, Hay 22, 1958; 
WFO letter to Bureau dated May 26, ·1958; 
Bureau letter to Atlanta dated May 23, 1958; .. .... 
FBI IJabora tor~' :eeport~ dated I'iay 29; June ·12; 16, 19:xn: ·.:, · 
Atlanta letter to Bureau dated June 5, 1958; 
WFO letter to Atlanta, June 13, 1953. 

. {' . 

LEJ\DS: 

LOS f\1-!G ELE.S { Il~FORr-'li\ TION) ._ .. ;. 

A copy of this rcpor·t "is beinG designated for Los 
Anceles Office inas~uch as prosecutive opinion in 
this ca3e wus rendered by Assistant U. s. ~ttorney, 
Los Anr;clcs. ;Vfj 

./.A . 9 'f(483 
t?jBureau {Enc1.2) . , 
1-Los Angel8s (Info.) (9-211~2) (Enc1.2) 
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The Special 
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been advised by letter of the 
in this matter. . .. ' 
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• • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Offico of Orlq!n 

3ZI··!:'II E J t~r~1E3 !iiCiG I i JS; 
,:\HT LINKLE'FTER - VIC'l'H'l 
c."ICE PHESIDEi1'r HICHARD Ivi • 
. iDCO:l - VIC'rll:l 
SENATOR 1-lERHAN 'l'ALiviADGE -
'liC1rD:1 

Dato Investiqatlvo Porlod 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

J::bject directed letter to victim AR'r LINKLETrrER, r~Iay 12, 1958, 
::.:.reatening life of victim and victim 1 s sons unless $700 in cash 
:~emitted to subject at Houte //2, I·lolena, Georgia. Investigation 
::.t i'iolena, Georgia disclosed lch~ er autl~ored by sub j c-c t, an e:Lg lltcen 
JCar old boy I'H!O admitted t·lritin::._; instant tllreatenlnc; letter, 
.Subject also adrniV~ed vrriting similar letters to Vice President 
RICLARD f.l. HIXON anJ Senator HERI·1.t-'\~i 'l'Id .. J1ADGE. .Su.bj ec t former 
inmate of' Georgia l'<ftmtal Hospital and present~ly :::;ui'i'ering diabetic 
condition. Arrested by Pike County .SI!erii'f 's Office I>Iay 21_, 195U 
:~o:' Hrit iilg tLreatening letter to senator '£ AllvJJtDGE. Prosecution 
declined by Assistant United States Attorney, Los Angeles in 
;..'c.vor of ·prosecutive actiOIL of United states Attorney' Atlant-;a, 
Georgia. Laboratory handv.;riting examination confirms sub,ject as 
:~:.uti:or• of all letters. 

- RUC - i 

-l.l u 1 ~, r 
1
.1. f :, 

i j i 

DETAILS: 

' 

-"""
1 

A,.ol Do ool ~lie lo '"'oo' bolow In Char~l-

1
-.---.--------.-------;-------

- Bm'eau (9-3Lt~·G3) ( _ _. I =? 1~/::1'1_,,: :: ..,.-1 /// REC- 8Q 
_ t,,/ I , c/ ·, ~· US 1\ , Los 1\ ng e 1 e D l--':.----'-=----..'---j .. .:-.:-;_;_ __ -:'-:-______ __,.,-, __ ~--

2 - Atlanta (9-1299) 
1 - HFO 
1- Los i\nc;eles (9-i2142) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
INTERVIEW REPORT • 

·~. 

Ot• ~1ay 16, 19581 1 to ART LINKLEr'rER:~ 
prominent radio and television entertainer, 8f""r'8~..~..~..J_B=e~v..L:e:..~..r:..~l..,ljv"------
Boulevard, Lon Angeles, California q.dvised SAL._--::-=:-::::::::"===-:~"'""="""------l 

. that a threatening letter i1ad been received in Lil·iKLErrrER' a i'an 
r.mil tL.at day. This letter, 'l'lhich was ·,,andwritten in pencil on 
lined notebook paper, was enclosed in a plain white envelope and 
~ore the address ART LINKLE'l''rER, CBS, liollyl'lOod, California. 
TLe following notation appeared on ti;c face or ti1c envelope 11

:li' 
:1ot dilver~! 5 day return BEHHIE RIGGINS, l>iolerm, Ga. R //12. 11 

Tile 
letterwas dispatched by Air Hail and \'las postmarlccd u:c 1;1olena, 
Ga .• , PH, Hay 12, 1958. An unfired .22 cal1bc~r bullet was enclosed 
;.:it L t lw letter, 

;::.n.d 
I lmade tnis letter available 

its ~;ontcnts are set fortn as follmiS: 
16, 1958, 

11 Honday 
Nay 12, 195G 

"this is very important your boy 
life is in danger no jokes at all 

"Dear Art 

"I wrote you a few weeks ago I am a young boy eigl'lteen.I 
have seen you give large sum of money away o:1 :'lour sho\'t 
pe•)ple that don 1 t even need it as bad as i need it I am a 
Gang ;J.eader now and mean business tiley are 15 bc;:rs in ~1Y 
Gant; ti;ey are 6 of my boy$ in California states if you 
don't do what your told ~-ou Hill wish had my boys hang aro1.\iHl 
some oi t·ue scl·1ool rl'tW· DOl1.ce FBI GBI or anv otaer laws 
won't help any if you d~n't send me $700.00.dollar at the 
date I said your 1Joy ROBERT and JACK Hill be marder I send 
I·tr Gang to a i'm·; States 1ike Hew .York Chic go ills. Your 
Houseparty sr.m·l some Gang r.my co;·;1c t ~.ere i'f ;rou don 1 t send 
me tiw money $700.00 dollar this date 

n address BENNIE JAi·1ES RIGGilJS 
~tolena GA R 1/!2 

if you want your boy to live 

r.1ay 17
1 

or 19 or 20 so if you want your boy to live or woll 
or your self send cash or c\leclt no mark bill know sgp up 
yam" boy life is at st;alce it up to you 11' you \'Hint your l 10Y 
to live we mean business you are getting first and last 

'-:r~rv iew with -IL..-;::-;-.:~-,:-:::;:~~=~:-----_.Jirt'-"o~--- F i Ia # LA 9-2142 . . . 1 -·· 

AH'l1 LINKLEfr1l'ER Date Dictated: '7/1~ 11/5l> 
5/16/5G CBS Hollyvrood _, 

'oy· Special Agent 



• • 
9-2~l42 

chance your boy ROBERT will be sllot to dcat;tl as lvcll as 
,Jf..CK your O\'ln life. is in dangol" don • t you dare call my 
name we are part of the Ne\'1 York Gang Its up to you this 
no joke. 

11 Send the money or check for $700.00 dollar to th1a 
address 

Hr. BENNIE JAfilES RIGGINS 
Helena Ga R :f/!2. 

"don't fool around" 

rxplained t.hat l"'.r. LINKLE'l'TER Has a W';are of 
the l~e...,.-t...,.t~e-r..,.t_s____,contents and was no_t concerned about its tilreuts 1 

as he felt that H·s a!lf:hor l-taa a "nut" of some kind. 
According to I ]LINKLErrTER is not acquainted v-I1th 
anyone in r>'lolena, G'iwr::;ia and has never l.:.oard of' 01~ recalls 
any previous coi•respondence bein ,; received s.'rom r-myonc 
by the name of RIGGINS, described vic t :tc: AR'r 
LIHKLE'l1TER as being age - 1 or ·y-! our, •·cig{rc - f'ive feet 
ten incr1es, 11eight - one hundred oi:xty pound8, bair - lignt, 
brO\'ln, eyes - blue, and cou1plex.ion - fair. Slle described 
victim LINICLETrrER 1 s son, ROBERT, as being age - tHelve, 
height - five feet eight inches, \•leight - one GLWdred forty 
pounds, t!air - dark brmm., and eyes - brown. LI!iKLETTER 1 3 

· aon, JACK, is described as age ... nineteen, hej,ght - six feot., 
'w~ight - one hundred s lxt~r pounds, hair - brm'ln, and eyes -
blue. 



I.:_ . 

• •• 
The contents oi' ti1is letter Nere discussed witb 

,'.ssis'cant United .states Attorney ROBERT D. HORNBAKER, Los Ang;eles, 
C~lifornia on May 16, 1958, who requested tnat ari inquiry be 
::12-de at Helena, Georgia to establisn the age a~-:d mental capacity 
J:" BENlJIE JANES RIGGil13, before making a prosecutive. decision. 

Otl f·.Jay 16, 1958 tl~c At:lan1~a office \·las advised by 
.\irtel of' tLc conl;ents of t.:,o tl1reat8n.ing letter recei,;ed by 
:\HT LL;ICLE'l'rl'ER froli1 sub.Jcc'c, aud tba\; office 1·1as roque::; ted to 
;;:ake inquiry at Molena, Georsia cor:ceri-dng DENNIE JAI·1ES HIGGINS 
so tt~at tllc 1\ssisttli~t Uni;~ed States Attorney at Los Angeles 
:;lignt be advised. 

On f.1ay 22, 1958 'cr1e A'i;lanta office advised )ci;a'c BEWHE 
J Ar·iES RIGGINS, vrhe~·1 intervievred on Nay 22, 1958 at I~'Io lena, 
Jecrsia, admitted in signed statements directing letters wit~in 
c •• e :A'l.S'c ti'lO v1eeks 'co vic'cirns dema:1di•1G ~~700 :C'rom LilTKLETTER, 
.?200 from HIX.Oi·f, and *200 from 'ri\LI•iADGE. Ec:.ci1 let·ter tilreatetlcd 
-co kill tL~c victim if' i1e failed t.o pay. HIGGIN,J, 2.ccordir:g 
'co tl1e Atlanta informatiot1, is c.r. eit;id.:een :rear old i:Joy ~·L.o ~;as 
completed clle seve<1til grade. Five ~reaps ago he Has >Jomuitted 
r-o t.iJ.c State Hospital, I··1illedgevi.lle,. Geor~ia for 11 higL tempeP4" 
.'~ medical doctor \·ILo 'cree.i:ed the subject in the past advised that 
.:e ( suojec·t;), is "ot mentall;,r sound ::1nd i-:.as diabetes i.~cipidu.s. 

The htlanta Airtal furtrJ.er advised ti1at B~ii1US JAHE:..1 
;nGGil'J3 Has arrested. by tr1e Si•·?rii'f 's Office of Pike County, 
Georgia on I·Iay 21, 1950 for> v;rL;i,-G b:e threatelliL:r; }c~tter to 
S·2:1atoP HERMAH 'rAL~1ADGE. RICUI11S vms r>eleased from tr1e Pike 
co·~mty Jail on i~Iay 12, 1958 on $500 bond. 

'l'i.e infoPmat ioc: c o:~cer~'ing BE!lliiE J A1·1ES RIGGINS us 
rE:cciv-ed from the Atlanta office \·Tas discussed Hitll Assistar1t 
:_; _ited States Attorney ROBEHrl1 D. iiORl·IDAKEH, SOLlttlern Dis·i~rict 
·J: .... C::.l ifornia, Lor, .1\nge les, on Hay 26, 1958. nr. liOTU·Tt-:.i'\KEH 
dec lined pro sec ut ion of RIGGEI.S ~·or a violation of' tile li'ederal 
:.:X tort ion statute in favor of any prosecutive doc i::;io, \•!i deli 
might be made by United S'cates Attorney at Atlanta, Geol'c_:ia, 
i:la~:much as the lettep to LINKLErrTER originated ·\'.'ithin t1•C 
Georgia Judicial District and the subject resides. in t~bat 
terPitory.· 

c v 11 
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On J.lr:-t:'l 27, 1950 the letter re~.,recl b:;r vic tim ARrl' 
:.:..IliKLETrrER from SL1bjec'C together Hiti1 t£·1e envelope containing 
·: .. e same \'lcre submitted to the FBI Latfr/ratory i'or LJ.andviriting 
:;cmparisons \·rltL letters to .the otner victims, v1i1ich were being 
;)ubraitted :t'ol' a comparitive examination by 'c~1e Hasidngton Picld 
Jlvision. Laboratory, by letter dated June 12, 1958, advised 
:..at the llandi·n•iting ot1 tne letter addressed to ARrr LINKLRrTEH 
·:::::s prepared by the auttiOl'"' of the letters addressed to victims 
,·ice President liiXON and Senator 'rALNADGE. 

., ... 
. :-.RUG 

.··,' 

.. 



7~'*A~, LOS M:~:~ES (9-2142) 

' · ~ ·~' 

St'BJECf: BEi'liUE JAMES RIGGI HS; 
1\Rlr LINKLl~r'rER - VICTII~ 
VICE PRESIDENll' RICHARD 1;1, 
JIXON - VIC'rlfvi 
SENATOR hERNAN 'l'AI.JvlADGE - .. 
VICTUi 
EXTOR'l'ION 
00: . At lanta 

DATE : J ,\ l y 2 'j , 195o 

Enclosed herewitil is report of SA I f}· ·. 
dated as above at Los Angeles in the above captioned case • . 

REFERENCES 

Los Angeles Air·cel to tt•e Dtr·ector, Hay 16, 1958, 
with copy to Atlanta. 
Atlanta Airtel t o t·r!e Director, dated Ha~r 22, ·1958, : 
wit n copy to Los Angeles. 
Los Angeles A.irt c l to the Di1•ector, dated I•Iay 27, 
1958, wit rl copies for Atlanta and \•lasilington Field 
Offic€. 

. 
• , 

f \ 
' I . '· · .. il g . 

I ;/· · -t cf\ 

.. f,·,·'if·".i' o£.C· ov 
I . . . J \" 

) / / :';'; 

·· a · .. J .~) o 4 Jls·s 
~'·. ' \._ \:•·-~ · ·0 ~ . 

I .. ,I 

! , 

/.•' '· ' ' ~"· . . 
· 1 :~ Bureau ( Enc 1. -1 }· ' 
2 - Atlanta (Encls. -2) (9-1299) 
1 - VIFO (Encl. -1) . 
l - Los Angeles 
JI~C: jmf 
(5) 

~/~ . 

. 
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·.-~J (Rev, 3-29-60) • • r_-:--;ITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

J\1emorandum 
ro JOHN J. McGUIRE 

·' I (/ 
..r /\ ) 

FRO~t QUINN mA,k'.J) \ JJ 
.uu·cy !t'. 

} / ·. 
J ( 

SUBJECT: Bennie cJC'mes Riggins; 

Art .Linkletter~ uicti.m; Vice President i~tcha 
Nixon~ victim~ Senator Herman Talmadge, ;Jictim 
Extortion 

9-84.483 

There is enclosed the file which has been maintained in the 
Laboratory in connection with the above-captioned matter. It is desired 
that thia file be maintained as an enclosure behind the main file in the 
Reco:"ds Branch. 

Enclosure 

51 APR 2 7 1960 

~olson _ _..,___~ 
Mohr __ _ 

Parsons ---
Bolrnont __ 
Callahan __ _ 
DeLoach __ _ 

Malont• --
McG••Ir~--
Rosou ---
Turnrn ____ _ 

Troltrr --
W.C. Sulli'~" -
Tete. floor.: __ 
lnqrarn __ _ 

Gandy---
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Recorded 
5/28/58 
PCC 

• 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

... 
.• 

NO LAB FILE 
Laboratory Work Sheet 

--·--~-.---· . ..... -

Re: 

LATENT 
BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; 
ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM; 

File /1. 

Lab. II 
VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD N. NIXON- VICTIM; 
SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM 
EXTORTION : / r: -- I~ ct. c. · · 

L. '- - ~ - ~ · -' ~ 

~- ~-· 'flff 3 
D-279896 DJ 

Examination requested by: FBI, Washington Field Office Letter 5/26/5$ 

Examination requested: Document Fingerprint 

., 
.. ·' 

Specimens submitted for examination 

----
9 

Q1 Envelope bearing handwritten address 11Senator Herman Tamadgt' 

Q2 

'fa:briS• State Captial Washington DC.," postmarked 
"MOLENA GA. MAY 9 1958 Jllll P.M." 

Envelope bearing handwritten address "Senatoz· f~er1'11an 
Talmadge State Captial Washington DC.," postmarked 

·' 

MOLENA GA. MAY 14 1958 p.M. II ' . , • . • . 7 .5' ,.,. L, .... 
'} JD ' I' 

Q3 One-page handwritten letter dated 4/5/58, beginning 
"Hello Senator Talmadage I am a white .•• 11 ending on 
reverse side " ... do something very soon Address 
Bennie James Riggins Molena Ga." .. , \ i· . . . ,~ 1 . : .:· __ ., ,~ 

Q4 One-page handwritten letter dated 5/l0/58, beginning 
11Hel1o Senator Talmadge I am a young ..• •• ending on 
reverse side 11 

••• out of danger. •• 

Q5 Piece of paper bearing handwritten letter dated 5/10/58, 
beginning ••Hello Senator Talmadge I run .a young ... 11 ending 
" •.• army marine crop. 11 

./ . , • . . \ • , ... . .. 

Q6 One-page handwritten letter dated 5/15/58, beginning . . 
wrote here a week ••• 11 ending /.-.. .fl.\1- " ~-" x. · 



.. 
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ALSO SUBMITTED: Carbon copy of letter dated 5/13/58. to 
·~onorable J. Astor Riggins Skwzz Sheriff of 
Pike County Zebulon, Georgia." 

page 2 
D-279896 DJ 

•. <' ~~ , ' ·/-·!/ .._;- Air . .,, ; , i,.;/< :' .. / ,-_, • c/,r 
./ 

, 



• ' Recorded 
5/28/58 
PCC 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTJCE 

NO LAB PILE 

File 11 <j - 3 'f. tj. i' 3 
Lab. 11 D-279896 DJ 

Laboratory Work Sheet 
LATENT 

Re: BENNI! JAlftBS lUOOJNS; 
ARl' LINKL£vrTER - VICTIM; 
VICB PRESIDENT BICHAHD N. NJIOH - VJCTDI; 
SENATOR liSRMAN TALMADGE - VJCTJM 
UTOM'ION 

Exqmination requested by: 
FBI, Washington 1'1eld Office Letter 5/26/53 

Examination requested: DOCWient _ .Vin&'erprint Date receiv~d: S/H/58 
lPez:oaof:l&lly del!ve,d) Result of Examination: 
t:xam10at 10n 1it:._l _____ _. 

Ql 

Q2 

Q3 

Q4 

Q5 

Specimens submitted for examination 

lnvolope· ~ax-ing lntndvn·j ·i: tou actdl":Jss ".Ssnu.tor Herman Taaadge 
la:iaJ!~M Stnt.e Cnpt:ta.t Har:Jh:inr;ton r: c.,· · pootaarked 
1
'UOLENA GA. HAY ~ Len~ 141¥ P.M., , 

Hnvalopa boo.1•i.ng hr,.n(h·n:oi ttnn o:u.id~·.os;:; "Senator. Herman 
Talmn.dg~ f.ttr..to Cnptinl Wc.;..;hiDgton n C. •' postmarked 
!fOL.KNA f.i {\. • itii\Y lA .t!.) SD ~~· . ~j . · 

One-p&~.gtl htmd:w:d t Lcr: .:.ui t<~r (lat~xl 4/5/~, begiuning 
"J!e llo Sm; ~~t \/:l' ':!:' ~,~ t.:;:r:C:::gc .1 .i"'):"l a whl to .•• • encling o.u 
,,e,"el"'·"" "'' n ·• d t • . c·~" ~·· ~.- .,r.. ·l- ~-. ·' I'''' ·<>n·,. .• SO,....{l ·\,·lul....,o.ec .. ~ '· '"-~ .,;.,.J ... -. .,.... 'fl • ,. "' ... ... .;~f..,..,~.., .., t .•.J.. . . t.:;;w '¥'!ii,;•j Y I.~ 4o~UQ 
Bon.nio Jr~ntm :Higgins Molena Ga." 

t ' \ ;:~~ .t "l ~~ ·}~ 
ii§ ...... Q~ 

Ontt!-·pnga lH1Dd·-n;slttoa .lett~:Jr dt..-~{~d ;)/l0/58, bGg:Lnn.ins 
"Iiello f:cnato:r· Tn.1tu.tdt:e J nr?: a ::rouug ••• 1! ~mding on 
:revorsc :Jid-t:: · ••• out o:C da.ngcJ.;.:·. ' ' 

P5.ece oi pape.t• boariua 1mndw.:.t;·.it1;t)H lfJtto:~.· dHted ·~Vl0/56, 
bcg.i md.ng "Hollo Se.rut.tor 'I'a.lmadge i -~!tl o. young ••• n Cllding 
tl ••• ~U."m~' tttnt·ine crop., . 

Ono-pago hnnd\n'i tten letter ctAtau 5/15/58, oogit1n1ng 
nHello Senntor Talmadge 1 wn>te lutl;'o a wef4t .... ,; eu<Uns 

11 

••• this addl"flsa ~It•· .r-. A:lg.tu 



• I 

ALSO SUBIIIT'l'ID: Carbon copr of letter dated 5/13/58, to . 
''BODonble J. Aator Blat• ••••• Sheriff of 
Pike Count,- Z.bulOD, ~CJeorcia." 

" 



• I 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE~)T!Gr\TION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

:recorded 6/6/~8 
ebk Laboratory Work Sheet LA3 FILE. • • • · 

File '# Re: "?-~ : NNT€ JJ\1-\ES !L(GGINS; 
iLHl' L.i:iALET:i'ER - V!CTIH; 
V"1oe President RIC!!\PJ> NIXOU .. VIOT!MJ 
Sonatoi' HER"'1AN TALM.Wf.i·E - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 
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Specimens submitted for examinatiol)/ 

Bnvolopc bea!~ing handwrJ. tt10n naares3 ?tArt Linklette:r 
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~t4.Y 12 19.53 1-'>i, ll bearin~ vlrl tir.w: :tn upper left-hand oorner. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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ebk Laboratory Work Sheet LAB liliiiB: ••• • - .,...... 
Re: BENNIE JAHES RIGGINS; 

ART LINKLETTER - VICTIN; 
Vice President RICIL~RD NIXON - VICTIH; 
Senator HERHAN TAL~Li\.DGE - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 

File N y- .3 'f'f-~.3 
Lab. N D-280279 DJ 

Examination requested by: FBI, Los Angeles ( 9-2142} 5/27/58 

Examination requested: Document Date received: S/29/ 58 
Result of Examination: 

,--- ···,£ ·····! .... .. .. ' ,. . ' 
~l.- ~~- ~· 1.. , - ~ - (~r {., \ ( 

Examination by: 
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(;1 Envolope bearing handwritten address 11 Al1 t Linkletter 
CBS Hollywood, Cali.forni a , 11 postmarked 11 HOLENA GA. 
r.LL\.Y 12 1958 FN, '' bearing wrl t;.ng in upper l~i't-hand COl"!l C:l'. 

Q8 Accompanying one-pa~e handwritten letter begj.nning 
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H.£n£ay Hay 12, 195(j thi:: iG •••• , 11 ending on reverse sido 

" •••• donrt fool around. 11 - - -

1 ..• ;' . ')....0 l · !.' I I. 
\ 

/
I • p{ . 

I-/· ; ~· 

. /((~· · / ) "' , ... tJ ' 
,~ I . (,. 

··t· ) l' ' . ' 

. ' 



' • 

• I 
- - .. -----~.,..._ ........ ..__.. ..----~...._:._... ..... ..: .......... -....-.. ... ...,. .... ' ·... ''"" t 

'I·.·. 

. t• .. c. j ;,_·. ~J_--~(: L~J_V; ~' __ < \ ' 

' '• • I\ ' , lJ t 
. . . --._....,._'"'-"" •~ ... ' t - u 1 ,•1_- -.~:-~ :._ .• :r .·. \ ·_. 1~:- ! 

,· 
\ 



i . 

R~cordo~ 6/10/So bp • :, ' 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVFSI'IG/1TlON 

UNITED STATES DEpARTMENT or JUSTICE 

LaborCitory ;work Shec t LAB FILE OPENED ••• . ·- ··--· ·- --· - -·· .. ·· ·- -- ·:::; ··· --------·-
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Re: BENNIE JAMES RI~GINS; 
ART LINKLETTER-VICTIM 
VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD R:l. NIXO:N-VICTIM 
SENATOR HERr-iAN TALMADGE-VICTIM' 
EXTORTION 

File 'II 9·34483 
Lab. H D 2d0989 DJ 

Examination requested by: J:4,BI, Atlanta(9-l299)-Lette1' b/S/58 

Examination requested: J)ocument 

Result of Examination: 

Date received: 6/9/58 

Examination by: L-1 __ ____. 

··) ~ 
·I.i: . 

<-....,,..:~~-~-:. t -· t -L · k/ ~ t.PJr-t-

:.~ ·: .. J~ 
-· ,' ::;)( :;'} Ul//!1; ~ -g 

. . ., ::' .·•, >/ • 

' -. --------l . 

' 

Specimens submitted for examination 

SPECIMEN CHECK'# AMOUNT DATE PAYABLE TO SIGNED BY 

Kl Four sheets of ruled pEp e:t' hearing lmown handwriting of 
BENNIE1;:'TAMES RIGGINS. 
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C6py lo, 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL S'-.!R£AU 01=" ~~V£STIG4.TJO~ 

File Numbt{r Lee Angelqs 4'-' .;,:;.o: 2 

Title: tU\THtrR GUROO~. Z:.I~:t'.:LE'!' '.i:.E:f. 

ARTHUR GORDoy L!NRLETT,ER, aka Art Linkletter, executed 
a Perso,.ne:; Jecurity ~ues1;!c~na;tre (Ps:;.) !r. ~"""ect1on 
With Position as ~•~<er or ~arct u~ Directors '£ Cohu 
Electronics, Inc., Bah Die;;c, CalUorr.ia, Whic" PSQ 
was directed to !r.spe:tor ot: !laval lfateriel, :cs Anseles. 
LINKLETTER, on PS~, !"dioated lle had '>C prJ.c, ar!'ests. 
Ll!IK!.lll"l!ER "as arrestea lr. 1942 by the Ua!ted States ~larshal, San Francisco, on charse or False Al',.;dav!t 
or Cit1~ensh!p, and reoe1 ~>ed $;.00. co r1"e or <!x months 
in Ja1l. Fine was P•id and L!JIK!.ETTE.'i "'" rel~ased. 
AUSA, tos Ange1eS, decline~ Prosecution due tc nature ot tne ot.tense. 

- t• -

'l'h!s in~estigac!on wa& Predicated up0n receipt or 
,.....------.... seles Divisi~:n or. Nal.•ch 2C, 1959 trq~~ 

Usn~ D.Lstz-ict Intelligence Ctfi<"el', 
1·-ct 

1 

an f\1ee;o, Cai.:tfol'n1a., wherein. it: wa;:; 
ARTHUR GORDoN LINKLETTER, ~~ Art L1nklette~, had e;<ecuteq a Personnel secu:rit:~" Questionnaire (?z•' wllere,,n LIIIKLETTER indicated he had no prior a"rests. 
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