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THE BLACK MILITANT THREAT TO CIA 

Source. Materials obtained from Oo'vern.rnen~ agenclei at 

local, state, and federal levels. as Nell as from the media 

(including samplings of the undergrountl oress) do not indicate 

. that CIA and/or lte personnel and installations are considered 

. at this time to be a primary or sole target by any of the numerous 

black mUltant organl ations or by individual black activists. 

This ts not to suggest that there ls little or no anln1us 

. toward the Agency nor any threat to lt, but only that there a?'-

pears to be little closely identifiable black personally or organl· 
. . ... --· 

., ~, ... ~ ........ '"1' . •,! • ... '~ •• .,., ... 

zattonally held rancor. However,"-as CIA is a prominent segment. 

of the ·"establishment'' and, indeed. a moat newsworthy one, the 

. Agency is not wlthout appeal as a target !or ~he dissidents and subversives 

of mjlny persuasions. To moat of the mllttaat blacks, however, lt 

would seem to Invite less antipathy and to be less vulnerable than 

are other examples of authority, regimentation, discrimination, . 
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hold to be moo~ a~ bes~). ~e Agency mud e"C!')ed a continued o~hare 

ol whdever level the anti-estabUsbmen~ activity reaches. I~ ·baa 
\ 

been the subject of considerable diatribe and invective. both oral 

and wi'liten. but, to date, a minimum oC actual violence to person 

or property.. The situation ren:alns fluid and, although e"Ctremist 

activity by dissident groups bas been escalating, there are indica-

.Uc;tnil that a trend toward a stronger and firmer posture. vls..a..vis 

these groups. is developing throughout much of the "establishment. 11 

Negro moderates. who renresent a vast majority, are beginning , 

to reac~ and to fiGht back .against the Negro militants. Xt ls too 

early to delmeate the &!led the installation o£ the new •. and more 

conservative, adn1inlstration will have •. Us elec~ion, at. least 

parUally, reflects the opinion of m~ny of the American'electora~, 

that the militants were going too far in Vietnam, ln our educational 

lnstltuttons, and ln the urban a.reas. It ls possible that increased 
' . .' '...: . .. •• i • • .. '· ; ·~..: • ; ~ _._ ·,. • • .. ' .. ' • " ~ : •• • • .. • ~ 1 -: • :l •. 

elfort ~o maintabi law ·and ordE;lr will produce a counter·r.eadion 

of increased violent opposition. 

\Vhere th·e goals and objectives o£ blacks, individually, or 

In organt :aUon, tend to merge with or are coUater~l ~o those or 

other dissidents, their poten~ial for e!Ioctive acUon is arr.plilted 

ou~ ol proportion~() ~heir numbers. ~eloc~ion o£ CIA.alll a subject 

. 
ofl • . Oi''& !iC~p~goa~,.·.f~:r, ~r:as.~~en~ a~d eye~, p~rJ.taps_.·. su)lvce.r"'iv~. 

• . , . , . . • .. .' •. · . . . , , , . •. , ~- I ~ , r t ; \ • • , • _ • • · ; • • • . • ' • j • • , • 
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.penetration, by black mll:ltaot ~divlduale a~il ot:gani.t.atione can be 

dec111ed, lD some case11, to be the result of foreign pressures, 

tnnuence and aup.,ort (psychological. physical. and financial). 

CIA is a nrlorlty target of many foreign service.• and sovernments 

and foreign contacts have been noted, both here and abroad. Addl-

tlonally. n1uch pf!ort, some of it succe11dul. ls e~erClsed in the 

black moven)e~t by such organl.t.ations as the Communist Party 

USA (Soviet), Socialist .Vot"kers Party (Trotskyite}, and the 

Progressive Labor Party (Maoist), ,uhich, although not themselves 

slgnlficantly black organi atlons. do have black activists in their 

. membership and are MORn to attempt to control •. di't'ect, and· 

u.tlll e the ea ientially black organbatlons .through multiple mem-

bershlps as well as other means, be they overt, subtle, or devious. 

A target of tho "New Lett, 11 whether It be the radical elentents 

who are 0.1"\en~ed to press for complete displacement o£ our socto-

economic and governmental system. or the liberal elements who 

generally desire reform ln. varying degrees and are willing to labo'l" 
. . . 

for change substantially within. our e_xist~ng p~~lm.eters., ls the so-
.. :, . . ' '. ' . '',. ·- ' .. ' ·. 

~alled "mtlltary-industrial11 comp1e~ imwblc:h they deem~ CIA to . 

· be a fiagrantly c11lpable example. So, too, docs the "New Left" 

frequently aid, abet, and cooperate with the black militant move-

ment. There la a trend ln most dissident actlvlat groups today, it:.. . " -
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for DO Ojher reason than to develop greater strength for moven"lc:nt 

toward each one's own goal and to increase each group's men1ber· 
... 

ship, toward unification and mutual support and a general loose 

·amalgamation or l)aclflst. clvll rights. anti·dlscrimiDation, aod 

student 90Wer groups. Thus. a working r~lationshtp develops 

bot~¥eeu. black, sturlt.'nt, leftist. and antl-war/anti·dra(t groups. 

Theile coalitions are fref'luently tenuous at best and there are 

bicreased signs that the black e!<tremist groups are hard-pressed 

to maintain for long any effective collaboration with other groups, 

either white or black. Mutuality of some· interests does not 

. usually suffice to support real control or dorr.lnation by any one 

organir.ation. The co-hesive force o! the anti-Vietnam :'.Jar 

movement has ~()&t some oC Its strength and should the war be 
.: \' . ...~ . 

. resolved, the dissidents would be sanped of their most viable 

ta.rget. The burning desires and apparent osychologlcal need of 

black extremists to control their own and to domlnat.e ·any activity 

In which they participate makes then, difficult. i£ not strange, 

bed-fellows. The radical SDS organi ation has recently decided tc 

ahl£t emphasis !ron~ a primarily student ntovement to a revolution; 

youth movement in C!rder tllat they ~ay expand. ~heir activities and 
. • " ''. • . ' • i ~ ' ' • • 

tnc:reaee their potential lield for recruitment. They found student 

campus aod race problems toOlb:nlttng .. . . 

Efforts t9 lead black ·ntllltnnts have ln large measure falle 
Ita the past by the C PUSA to dominate such 

· as have attempts t 
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n1oderate organl ations as the National Association £or the Advance-. . . 

mcnt o! CoJlored People. Tlie leaders o£ the respective black 

orga.ni ations are constantly vying lor personal· and organl•.atlonal 

power, not only within but bet,veen organl atlons; and, although 

even those- organi ations :1uch as the NAACP and the Congress or 

Racial ECJuality. which •.vert! formerly deemed moderate and 
. 

relatively conservative in scope, have becon1e less so, there is 

still a wide gull bet..veen the aims and methods espoused by 

ultra-extremist black nationalist groups and those by the more 

moderate ones •• Tho latter ·Here essentially oriented towards . . 
civil rights adtvit}f, bi-racial in n1embership, and willing to 

attain their goals (usually full integration and .rights o£ clti ~nshlp) 

through affecting change •»lthln the system. Today's black 

e.:dremista go so lar as to advocate separatism, including a 

black nation within the boundarle.a o£ tho U. s. A., ·and claim that 
' •*'·" ~ : ·· •• ~·. ~ •\4 t· .. ··' ,,,,'\ ·. . '''··· , .. j • ... ' • ~ .: 1, ·.-

revolution and racial .var!are are both necessary and justif~ed to 

attain their goals. Most also seem to visu.ali !e a destruction of 

capitalist democracy as a necessity. 

Some black traditional moderates who api)eared to be 

swinging toward more radical ex-tremes ... perhaps to counteract 

the seeming growth ln power and lnrtu.ence of the odremlsts. Uke , 

Stokeley CARMICHAEL. H. Rap BROWN,. and Eldridge CLEAVER -

5 
. ·, · . 
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now seem to acknowledge, although reluctantly, that their guala .. 
are not qulckly attainable and that this evolution wlll take time. 

Although e:ctremlst groups are no less active, the n'ajorlty o£ the 
. 

black j)COplc lenn to-.\iard a vle.v of Black Powe!' as a n··oven~ent to.varrl 

in, ,roved ec~nomic, cultural, and political status with attendant 

Increaser{ pride in their Tacial baclcground. 

CIA is a clearly visible target, attack upon which if effec-

tlve, 'hOuld not only produce headlines in bolO ptint but would 

severely hamper CIA's efforts to accomplish its very important 

missions. There have been incidents - son,e of which may be at 

least !)artially attrlbupble to black Individuals or elements. 

Recruiter~ have been harassed, an o!!lce bombed, much vicious 

printed nu1tter disseminated, and critical speeches n1ade. In 

additlon, it was recently rumo!'ed that an assassination attempt 

would be made in New York on t~ree CIA Agents by m~mbers of 

the Black Panther -Party, nothing bas been disclosed to suggest 

that .the incident was more than a 11crank" call, but it does reflect 

that CIA is ln the .minds of diss ldent elements. 

6 
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As of thts tln1e, among the more active, rnore volatile 

black orgabi ations. and thus more thrcatenlng perha'lS to the 
. .. 

Agency t:>Oature, personnel and installations, are the following: 

~CI<: 'PANTHER PARTY FOR SELF DEFENS§i (BPP) 

This ,, ... ·trrn:bt b:ack organi?.atiuu odented to th~ '.lhllosu:1h1 

~-.ation in rccr.nt mollths Bas~d in CRlifo.-nla .vith th·· l:ttlk of it. 

Re?c.;:-trdl y a a mat~ clta•>t.:- r hao; organi~ed in D. C. Ih leadl.'r:i 

~Tench .-.-.vo'ution nn.l de,;tructh.n o£ our 'lCJLitic~l ~conomic system. 

Much o£ the •curre"nt violent i'cti~.:n nationally ha • been attributed 

pt·obabi y JudlCinb' y to B PP Ythh:h hae allegecUy acC"ulrcd .large 

an-:ounta c..£ nrnJ::t £~.nd arr.munltion,-.. It~ "dirc•ct actl('ln" has inf\u-

enced many young NegrQee. l>articularly ghetto m:.tlas. Leaders 

have had much contact with Castro's Cuba and other Anti· U. S. 

foreign elements. Currently it ls re?ortedly beset by rivalry 

wltb other miLitant organi ations, internal blck,rinc, an~ dls-

clpllnnry problen1s. A number of its leaders and n~uch of its 

men1bershlp have criminal records. Eldridge CLl~AVi::n· ls 
, ' 

currently a fugitive· Hu.,yNEWTON is serving a Z .. i5 year tPrn.• 

. Bobby SEALE; i! on probation; etc. Viole~~ confrontation with . 

. 
law on!orcenu:nt re,resentatives baa b~come almoit a daily . . 

occurrence. T.he Chalrn·1an of the Senate Internal Security 

·t~·.l 
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Subcommittee baa deacrlbt~d th~ B PP as lnflucnc<-•1 by tnn Conm ur.. 

iatrt through infiltration. Parado·dcally, perhaps ;~lth~ugb th~ n pp 

has thrived on publtclty, an T~nat Coast leader recPntly wa~ reoutert 

to have a aid that the group. on a national scale, •.vould be going 

"und<-rgrountl" in or,h•r tu keeo Its activities oulet and secret . 

.R ~VOl~UTICNARY ACTION MC VEMJ<;NT (RAM) 

Prubabl)' the n•u.st btatantly vi.olent and ~"Ctr~n:ist black ?C.-.~,;er 

organi ation . follv\\t; the Maoist line and ad•-1ocates urban guerrilla 

warfare. Theoretical leat!er lB Robert F. ·,viLLlAMS - seH exUP.rl 

U. S. fugitive b:ack, eurrent1y rculding again in Peklng after resl 

·dances in Cuba, Chtna, and Tun ania since t96l. Ma'lr STANFORD, 

ultra. radlc:al U. S. learl~r. in Also. associated with B PP. Many 

black c·•trcmista o( other organi attons seen'.! to have at least 

peripheral connection with RAM. Several groups such as the 

BLACK LIBERATION FRONT (involved ln the plot to rlynamlte the 

Statue\ of Liberty and Washington Monument) appear to be RAM 

front grouos. 

~~ MUSLIMS. aka: Nation o! Is lan1 (NCI) 

This black nationnllst e··trcmhst 81'0U;:t heaJquarte-red in 

Chicago anr.t lead by Elijah POOLE, aka E:Hjah MUHAMMAD ls 

?robabty the largt"st and beat finance~ and l• a nationwide o•·ganbatlon. 

Preaching indPoendc.nce of blaeka and lntardeoendenc:e between blacks . 

,•_. 
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In nctlvltlc.! of other "black t)I.IWer" groU">B and Cots n unlst front 

ectlvltie: but I!C·n<-:-aay ren·.atns al~.-.of. Occa:~iona~ry thl!' groups 

,,ublkations h:'l\•t> boel'n kno1hn to reprint artic'es fron• Ch.inest! 

. 
Con·.n:unlst :;tourt'•~o. Althou"h many men·bt-rs hnve br.c:m recruitr.<! 

In ;n·ls~ns, NO! bas achi~vcd re~\)CJdabUtty of sorts by ahrev.rrlly 

using a shlelrl o£ religion ~nd insi::Jtlng that its e"<trctT·ely well -

dlscipHned members avoid rndical disorder 1\nd live moderately. 

Casalus CLAY is Drobably its best known recruit of recent years. 

· ~Vhile pro!esutng not to be anti· white per se, tbe group is generally 
. . . . 

coneiderP.d to be- anti-whtte, antl·police and anti-govern.mcnt. 

STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING· COMMITTEE (SNCC) 

Since creation tn 1960 a11 a nonviolent bi-racial civU rights 
. . 

organl atlon, SNCC. under the leadership oC Stokeley CARMICHAEL. 

followed by H. ~ap BROWN. has evolved lnto a hate group motivated 

by a revolutionary dlrcct-a.Ction. anti-white ideology th~t places no 

faith in dtJnsocr:atlc Qrocesses. It eeer.1s strongly anti-semitic and 
. ' . . : ' '.·· . . 

.has establlahed ties with ft~reign radicai groups. It D.')!:Je.ars to be 

. ·adhering to the "third· world" concept which lJ n1ore closely "related 

to a Maolst-Castrolte orientation than to the Soviet irlcology. ~evcral 

of its leatlers have openly attacked the CIA ln broadbrushed-~enuncia_ .. 

tiona o£ the establishment. The FBI in its report for FY 1967 • 

• 
' .. . . ( . ' , .. ' \' 

' 
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charged that SNCC ro:nesenh a $erhm~ thr~~t to n:1tiunnl security. 

SNCC is s"ffering !lnanelally and beset wlth lntern:~l bickl!ring, and 

. ~ 
loss of :Jrcstigc arr:ong blacks. It recently dissolved its brief 

association wlth the B PP and evicted H. RaD BROWN and ~toke ley 

CARMICHAEL. Phil HUTCHINGS and JamcR F(:R ":MAN, SNCC'11 

current lcadP.rs. arc struggtin& to rc·est::.blis.h SNCC as P nower 

and ar'' seekin& alllanc~~~ Nlth other biC"ck rdlitant c,r~ani dions. 

THE C<.. NGR F.SS OF RACIAL F.t:·UALITY (COR a 

founrlt•ri in Chicago in 19 l by-l,;ilit~mt socialist Jnrno~$ FARMER 
:' .. 

'I 
I 

• and forn:e r <L P n:e'mb~r Bayard R USTlN. anti wttil u· ccntly hrPderl 
.. . 

by Floyd McKISSICK and now by Roy INNIS lt ..viu lwlglnally c"n· 

s lde red (Inc t~C the ntove n~ode rate "clvU rlght::J e: r ga, l.~ations. " 

but has gradually Increased in militancy and has bect)me more 

separatist. black supremacl.:tt. and ideologically aligner! with the 

New Left. Although not cited by any ferteral agency or- c:ommltte~. 

its actlvitle .:1 and many of it-s top ope r 3 on a Litle & "how d i-Jtlnct intc- r 

relationships with the Communist cause. In 196; COR F. distri 

butcd leaflet~ c:ha1•ging that uMi.uh ;h,:li has bee-n taken uver by 

the CIA anr:J Fedf!ral. Marsbal.:l. 11 

BLACK LIBERATIC.·N ALLIANCE 

As radically and revolutionary at CORE ha:t n,oved, it was 

not far enougll, to aatlsfy eonle o! its member:s and in October 1968 . . 

~·· 
10 

""·': • • . . -



-- j ~ 
-~-----' 

c 0 0 0 + 7 8 6.3 • - '' r nnm zn r 5/11 sr 

f ( 

a l!"orc n1tlltant sroU!J ·~lllntered o£( to !ornt this o ··guni ation v. hich 

'!lll seek t9 promote racial .aeparatlam, Black Natiunaliam. anrl the 
.. .. 

!ormation ol a separate black netlon within the U. S. A. A conven-

tlon la scheduled for 18 January 1969 RDd at that tlnH~ it wUl be n:ore 

possible to aesess the strength and characte!r o£ this. new organl· ation•· 

BLACK R EPUDLIC OF NE Y AFRICA (RNA) 

A n,ovement Cor a a~e.,a rate Negro nation to be established ln 

-
!ive southern states - soParhoRded by the radical HENRY brothPrs 

(Milton and n lcbard) o! Detroit. President (in C"Cile) is Robert F • 

..VI.LLIAMS. Tho HENRY brothers are leaders in the Malcolm X 

Society, named a£tor the late: Malcolm X, who had sollt with the . . . 

Black Muslims. Advocates formation oC a Black Liberation Arn'y 

and other t!~tremist oosltlons. 

A still snlall but militant black orgnnt~atton based ln 

Los Angeles established on the principle of self respect, self 

defense, and self determination. Lead by Ron KARENGA, a very 

articulate and clever young Negro, wbose statements are e~tren1e. 

Reportedly, some rlisharmony has developed bet~een the BPP and 

US organl ationa in L. A. 

ORGANIZATION OF AFRO-AMERICAN UNITY (C.oAAU) 

The e"Ctremlst blacl_t. militant group, wblcb ha11 had various 

name changes that followed MRlcolm X after his tl)lit with the Black 

ll 
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Mu:~llms. Hill followers :Jti'l .,ur..,ort tc b, .. ltC"vo CL\ v" , . ._!. ,onsiLl<" 

for hilt n"Ut;dt:h·•ln l96S. de Joitt!' all the ovtden.;~ t·, th·.• contrary 

lneluding the arr'!St and cnnvh:tlon o! three Negroc. C«lt' th~ crin •. 

~.£0Nl:! . .!.f.R DEFENSYC A~D JUSTIS:£ 

A black .,ower group organl r.d. in mld-6 J ln Arlrane~s hP:J 

ehaptors throughout thl!' U. S. The gruup ?Ul":)Cirt~ to :<~ct a.s D.T'tt.l!'-:1 

vigilantes to ndefend" No9-rue:; who are 11under attack." Concc,t 

was first advanced by Maoist nobcrt F. \VILLIAMS, who is a 

• dtsciple of "meeting violence with violence."· The chairman or 

the Senate Internal Security Sub<:ommittee has charger\ the grou!') 

,with being Cortmluni•t infiltrated and having 11acce!lted t16guiseod 

Communist a~tslstance to a substAntial degree." Ideologically. 

however, it apooo.rs to be dooer to the Peking llne than the 

ortbodo":' Communist Party. 

PROGRESSIVE LAB9R PARTY (PLP) 

Although not a Negro organi atlon, this conlmunist or~anl-

•atlon has a Black Liberation Con,misston headed by e:oc:trumlst 

,vllllam EPTON, and conatantlr exhorts the Negro to re\•olt. The 

PLP, openly Maoist. splintered £rom CPUSA in 1962, and Qlayoct 

a strong role inciting violence during tho Harlen1 rlota. It is 

attempting to take over or control SDS. 

12 
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• sounu:;nN CHRISTlAN LEADERSHIP CCNI-~ER i::i•:cr-: (SCLC) 

B~slcally a clvU rights or~nni.:ati::>n. it hPi! connc.•ctions "ith 

the CPUSA and CP sym.,athl~er.! 'but has rr-alutain·.:-i a rrorierate 

?U&turo and C H)OU'Ir. i non· dol~ncc but tbrr.at~nd U~~ o( minor 

an-:1 need~ reuuilcHng ~~t!t··r a.; .• ~ .. tinetiou of its lea··i~r ~:a:-tin Luth11r 

KINO. 1r:. who wa ... succecde'd ~y Rev, Ralf')h D. ABERNATHY. 

. -
and the relative .lac;k of .• ut·c~~s:J u( the highly publici&~d Poor 

Peopl'!'-t Campaign in 19:lJ:, It ts conjectural _.,.hethcr tt can 

survive under ltd ?l'e&ent :e3dt'r!ihip and sta££ing. Al;~gcdl'f it 

· olans a modor.atc a:'7pruach in the future to vlcw o! the ne..v ac.lmin 

lstratlon and the countr.f'll n,oro consel"vativc mood. 

BLACK STUDENT . UNIONS (BSU) 

These black student grOU{)S (bea.rlng dll£erent names on some 
. y 

cazn.,~~e~~: a.re ·n~t.~a~l~~allY. ~Cll_lla~~~ .ur, C70.n~r,o~~C!d ye~r;~. ·~~onomous. 
Members frequently are aflilteted with other black e:octremist.organi-. 

"tations. Articulate, demanding, and radical these students ~·~~ been 

responsible for much o£ the current c;:.rr•I)U& relatecl unrC'st ancl disorder. 

Outrageous demand's t)ro!esaed to be non-ncgotlablP antf supT)orted by 

white aympathl; era (faculty, students Dnd no~-stucients) and Third . 

World Liberation Front (Dn amalgam ... of Blacks, Me•dcans, Filipinos 

Cb,lnc,teo. ,Japanese, and Indian ~tudenta) have made it possible for tbls 

relatively small percentage of disaldents to disrupt large universities 

. and collesca. 
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