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5 . ¢ _THE HESBURGH LETTER

Ten days ago the Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh, Pres-
A ident of the University of Notre Dame addressed a letter to
L. the students of the University. The fact that he had written
N the letter, that he had taken a tough stand and that he threatened
swift direct action in case of violence at Notre Dame was
* picked up by the news services and sent throughiout the jour-
nalistic world, more or less, ‘in jost that form. Mesburgh wa.=
shortchanged by press media handling.because his sensitive
. and precentive letter dealt with the entire ""University in a
free society philosophy', simply and reoslistically stated,and
civilizations need to preserve the academic community as a
free institution. Hesburgh's letter is totally void of dogmiatic
religious flavor, utopisnna and ivory toVer mysticism. It is
rather his clearly gtated and studied p;esentation of the Uni-
versity life as he understands it, the necessity of preserving
and improving it and the steps he intends to take to do just
that. The Hesburgh letter, an academic Gettysburg address,
may well be a product of historical significance in 1969 and in
years to come.

- Letter to Students

This lotter has been on my mind Ior_wecks. "It is both
time and overtime that it be written. '

My hope is that these ideas will have deep nersonal
resonances in ocur community, although the central problem’
‘they address exists everywhere in the university world today
and, by instant communication, feeds upon itself. It is not
enough to label it the alicnation of youth from our society.
God knows there is enough and morc than enough in our often
non-glorious civilzation to be alxenated from, by sou young,.
midd.le-aged. or old,
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The central problen. to tec is what we co about it ar
in what mianner, if we 2re intercvsted in healing rather than
destroying our wourld. Youth especially as much to offer
idealism, gencrosity, dedication, and service. The last
thing a ahaken socicty needs is morce shaking., Yhe last thi
a noisy, turbulent, and disintegrating conununity nceds is
more noisge, turbulence, and disintegration. Understandin;
and analysis of social ills cannot be conducted in a boiler
factory. Compassion has a quiet way.of service. Coniplic:
social mechanisms, out-of- _)omt. are not adjusted with sled
hamimenrs.

Now to the heart of my message, You recall my let:
of Noveniber 25, 196t. It was written after an incident, or
happening if you will. It seerned best to me at the time not
waste tine in {mrsunal recriminations or heavy-hamded disc

- but to profit from the occasion to 'mvu;e this whoule umdver-

sity commumty esyccially its central councils of faculty,
administration, and students, to declare tiiemselves and to
state their convictions regarding nrotests that were peaceful
and those that threatenced the life of the comumunity by dis-
rupting the normal operations of the university and infringin
upon the rights of ethers., -

-~ -~

I now have a statement from the Academic Council,.
the Faculty Scnate, the Student Lifc Council, some College
Councils, the Alumni Board, and a whole spate uf letters fro
individual faculty members and a few students....In general,
the reaction was practically unanimous that this comniunity
recognizes the validity of protest in our day - sometinies eve
the necessity - regarding the current burning issues of our
soclety: War and peace, especially Vietnam; civil rights;
especially of minority groups; the stance of the university vis
a-vis moral issues of great sublic concern; the operation of t
university as university. There was also practical unanimity
that the university could not continue to exist as an open
society, dedicated to the discussion of all issues of importanc
if protests were of such a nature that the normal operations
of the university were in any way impeded, or if the rights
of any members of this tommunity were abrogated, pneace-

fully or nonpeacefully
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I belicve that 1 now have a clear 1 andate fron: this
university comumunity to sec that: (L, ) our lines of conmi-
munication between all segments of the conimunity zre ,
Rept as open as possible, with all legitimate means of com-
manicating dissent assured, expanded, and protected; i
( 2. ) civility and rationnlity are maintained as the most
rensonable menns of dissent within the academic conmmus
nity; and ( 3. ) violation of other.s' rights or obstruction
of the life of the university are cutlawed aa illegitin:ate
mweans of dissent in this kind <f open scciety. Violence
wee especially Jdepiored as a violaticn of everything that
the university consmanity stands for,

| TR

Now curues my duty of strting, clearly znd unequi-
vocally, what bappens if. I'll try to a.ake it.as sxmple as
noseible to avoid mtsunrcrstandmg by, anyone. May !l begin
by saying that =11 of this ia hypotactzc-ﬂ and [ personally
hope it never happens here at Notre Dame.

But if it does, anyone or any group that substitutes
force for rational persuasion, be it viclent or non-viclent,
will be given 15 minutes of meditation to cease and desist.
They will be told that they arsy by their actidbns, going
counter to the overwhehning conviction of This conmn :unity
as to what is propér here. If they do not within that time
period cease and desist, they will be asked for their identity
cerds. Thouse who produce these will be suspended from _
this comymunity as not undcrstanding what this community is. g‘ ‘
Those who do not have or will not produce {dentity cards >
will be assumed not to be members of the community and will
be charged with trespas sing and disturbing the peace on_
private property and treated accordmgly by law,

|

The judgment regarding the impeding of normal uni-
versity operations or the viviation of the rights of other . ’
members of the community will be made by the dean of stu-  * ° ’
donts. Recourse for certification of this fact for students
so accused is to the tri-partite Disciplinary Board estab-
lished by the Student Life Council. Faculty members have
recourse to the procedures outlined in the Faculty Manual,
Judgment of the matter will be delivered within five days
following the fact, for justice deferred is justice denied to

oll concerned.

s, E

g G © g ————— v ot
" T —a - - »

S el o aeb
e bt e il i s " T N .




M. ..

) NSO ¥ U X Y P T Ot Y1 O O L T O O O 3 1 [ I |

C00017864

- oy ———

e

— =

-

After notification of suspension, or trespass in th
case of non-community members, if there is not then with
in five minutes a movement to ceasc and desist, students
will be notified of cexpulsion {rom this comm\'mity and the
law will deal with them as non-students,

Lest there be any possible niisunderstanding, it
should be noted that law enforcement in this procedure is
not dirccted at students. They receive acadernic sanction
in the second instance of recalcitrance and, only after thr
clear opportunities to remain in student status, if they st
insist on resisting the will of the comumunity, a2re they the
expelled and become non-students to be treated os uther
non-students, or outsiders. .

Therc scems to be a currefit moyth that university
members are not responsible to the law, and that some-
how the law is the enemny, particularly those who society
has constituted to uphold and enforce the law. I'would lik
to insist here that all of us are responsible to the duly co:
tuted laws of this university community and to all of the L
of the lands- There i3 no other guarantce.of civilization
versus the Junglc ms»mob rule, here orfelsewhere.

I have studled at some length the new polmca of
confrontation.  -The rhythm.is..imple:..{-1...)...find. a.cause
any causc, silly or not; ( 2. ) in the namec of the cause,
get a few determined people to abuse the rights and privil
of the community so as to furce a confrontation at any cos
of boorishness or inclvility; { 3. ) once this ha; vcecurred,
justified or not, orderly or not, yell.police brutality - if
it does not happen, provide it by foul language; physical
abuse, whatever, and then count on a larger mea,ure of
sympathy from the up-to-now apathetic or passive membe
of the community. Then call for amnesty, the head of the
preasident on a platter, the complete aubmnssnon to any ar
all demands. '

So ithas gone, and it i3 generally well orchestrat
Again, my only question: Must it be 20?" Must universiti
subjected, willy-nilly, to such intimidation and victimiza
whatever their good will in the matter? Somewhere a st:
must-be made. '
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.'{' . I unly ask that when the stand is made necessary by

' those who would destroy the community and all its ba sic

‘ ycarning for great and calm cducational opoortunity, tet thern
' - carry the blame and the penalty. Nu une wants the force. of
l ) . l_aw on this or any other campus, but if sume nece.;itate it,
P .as a last and dismal alternative to anarchy and tu mob tyranay,
| let thcm shoulder the blame instead of receiving the sym-

i _ pathy of a community they would hold at bay. The only alter-

native I can imagine is turning the majority of the comimunity

| loose on theni, and then you have two mobs. I know of no one
who womd ont for this alternatwe - always lurking in the
i . wing

#e can have 2 thousand resolutions as to what kind

of a suciety we want, but when lawlassne;., {s afuot, and all
authority is flouted, faculty, a:Iministration, and student,
. " then we invoke the normal societal forces of law beneath vur
. . hapless and hopeless gaze. 1 have no intention of aresiding over
such a spectacle: Too many people have given too much of
themselves and their lives to this univer sity to lct this hanpen
here. Without being melodramatic, if this conviction makes
this ruy la't wili and te .tament to Notre PDame, so be it....

cee v

May I'now confess that since. last Noven:ber I have
been boribarded n{ightxly by the hawks and the dove: - almiost
cqually. I have reasisted both and continued to rccognize
the right to protest - through every legitmate channcl - and
to re,ist as well those who would unthinkingly trifle with the
survival of the university as one of the few open societies
loft to mankind today....
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I truly believe that we are about to witness a revulsion ‘
on the part of legi latures, state and national, benefactors,’ .
parents, alumni, and the general public for much that is :
happening in higher education today. If [ read the signs of the v® )
times correctly, this may well lead to a suppression of the - -
liberty and autounumy that are the lifeblood of a univer sity com-
munity. It niay well lead to a rebirth of fascism, unless we
ourselves are ready tu take a ,tand for what i right for us.
History is not consoling in this regard. e rule ourselves or
i others rule us, in a way that destroys the university as we have
i known and loved it.

3 March 1969 i )
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