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Trends and Dr:ve~opments, WOC, Week ending: 10 May 1968 

POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN 
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z. Indications arc that the Poor People's Carnpaign (PPC) 
will accelerate rapidly as a potential problem in control,· 
housing, feeding, ~nd recreation !rom the time o( the arrival 
of . the vanguard, Saturday and Sunday Ma_y 11 and lL at 
least through 30 May, whir.h is the proj<"!ctcd fl:.t.r. for ;t ~iant 

narch and demonstration through downtown \Vashinatrm, tJ. C. 
Monday, M.J.y l.J, the initial group is to march across ll 

Potomac bridge (presumrtbly Memorial) to a Elite on which 
they intend to erect their so-called "City of Hope" or 
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"~esurrection City". The site has not been definitely settled 
bu~ it appears that the March leaders intend to make nn issu'e 
of erecting sam'! along the mall area south of the reflecting . 
pooL Local officials would prefe-r the Bolling Air Force Base 
ate a for the "shanty town". The midwest caravan i~ due., in 
the District of Columbia May 16 and the Northeast ·Caravan 
May 17. Large numbers of participants will airive independ
ently of the March groups. Th~ Southern ~(;oup which· had 
intended to use a mule train has had dH£iculti~s .. and may not 
arrive on May 18 unless change in transpor~ation is e£fected. 
Several days which may be considered as critical can already 

• bB foraseen over and above tha continuing hazards existi~ 
in the inflammatory conditions of large numbers of people 
existing in transient status to protest aQd demonstrat~. M':ly 
19, the anniversary of Malcolm X's birth, hns been declared 
as a o"black holiday" by '6lack Nationalists in the Los Angeles 
area. It has been indicated that local Black Nationalists 
intend. to petition the District of Golumbia Bureau of Education 
to declare May ZO a school hc;t.liday. o :The Peking line PLP 
has designated May lf). and ZO !I-S National Days for Blac:k 
Unity against the War in Vietnam p.nd hal'> called for nation
wide de~onstrations~ On £(May the Poor People ~s .Campaign 
intends to staY'l m:trchcs ::lnd major demonstrati,ns in the 
Distri<:t of Columbia culminatin~ in a 4;:J.rgc mllrch on May 30. 

·The Memorial Day weekend seems to .be the Poor People's 
Campaign ''0 Day" which they intcnd·.Jo be a confrontation 
with government officials. It is pl~nned tha~ Reverend Martin 
Luther KING's widow will address the multitude. 

Specific· daily plans have not b~en announced ant! it seems 
·that plalUling for daily activity will n~ccssarily depend on the 
numbers of people attending, the receetion here, respon"se by 
Congress, and the ability .of leaders to control the throng under 
extreme difficult conditions during tension building periods and 
subject to the potential of increased harassml!nt and incitement 
by militant extremi-st gr~ups and individuals. 

. Althou~;h this h:\1'1 been rlcsignatccl 3 Poor Pcoplr~' ~ C:lm-
paign. it is obvious that it will not confine itsel! to that theme. 
but will be utilh:ed as a propoganda medium for Anti-Vietnam 
expressions .and racist statements. 

SOURCE: Various overt sources: - AUTHENTICATION: Reliability 
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~. Soll"nard '.l:J_\FAYETTE;. ~Jr., campaign coordinator of 
th.c Poor People's March is calling £or· behind-the-scenes · 

·• signals .and mapping plans· for the massive campaign of 
disruption and ctvU disobll!!dience~(in Washington. D. C.) 
while Dr. · Ralph ABE RNA THY, Chairman o£ the So~ther 1\,. 
Cht'istian Lead~&rahip Conference, acts as public spokes-
man. According to government security officials!· the ' 
violent fireworks that LAFAYETTE is planning could zever
·berate pollticall:Y around the world &s the Communists launch 
a .new military . offensive. against Saigon •. 

LAFAYETTE's plan is to have Mrs. Coretta KING6 
~dOw of" the .slain Dr. Martin Luther KINO, Jr., addres·s 
the. revolutionary army after all preliminary ·negotiations 
are over. Mrs. KING's call· to· arms Is to set the stage 
for the May 30 confrontation between the mass gathering o£ 
the 10Poor Army" and tz~vernment officials trying to keep 
law and order in· the Capital. · ... 

..• l 

LAFAYETTE, who. was -picked !or llis key ·role last. 
December by the ·lat% Martin Luther KING, Jr., has al· 
rendy indicated an. internati'onal"'f'~llow-up to the .,poor .. 
army's" camp~gn. At a recrnt briefing at the campaign· 
headquarters. in Wa$hington, . D. C.,. t,AFAYETTE Crn.nkly 

. reported "By the end of this campaign, it our demands. are•\t 
met, w.e expect to have an inte:rnational movem-ent as well 
as interracial. " . ..,.. 

. · The ~7 year ol~. LAf~YET.l"E w~B.,CI;fl originil! member 
of the "Nashville 'student' movement. the forerunner. of the 
massive sit-i~s in the South. He was . a "freedom rideru 
desegregating interstate bus transportation. A native of 
Tampa, Florida, LAFAYETTE has altfo .worked in Chicago 
with the American Friends Service Committee. A former 
field secretary· of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Comm~~e,e. .(.SNGC) J .. ~F~YETT~· •.. before. comins to Was~ington, 
directed a n~ighborhood service project in the Negro a.rea 
of Roxbury, a section of Bostono 

SOURCE: . Robert S. ALLEN and Paul SCOTT articlr. in 
Northern. Virginia Sun 7 May 1968:- AUTI1Ef:'lTICATlON: 
.Reliability unknown 
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COMMENT: A. In an FBI report. dated Z3 May 1967 captioned 
..,,De~onstrations Protesting U.S. Intervention in Vietnam" 
Bernard LAFAYETTE was reported to be an official o£ the 
Southern. Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) and a staff 
member of the Spring Mobilization Commit~ee 'to End the War 
in Vietnam, New York City. At a meej.ing. held by the 
committee on the evening of 18 May 1967 in Washington, D. C. 
at St. Stephen and the Incarnation· Episcopaf Church, LAFAYETTE 
stressed ·th~ need for· recruiting new ml'!mbcrs into the peace 
moveme.nt. He sa:id that he will be in Washin(.tton, 1.1· C. ''until 
the war is over" and that various types of antiwar demonstrations 

• will be held in Washington. •"1'he FBI reported that !=Om~ o! the 
sponsors of the Spring Mobilization Committee to End the War in 
Vietnam, New York City, 'included members of the Communist 
Pa.rty and the Socialist Workers Party • 

• 
B. A special tn!q,rmation report dnted 30 

J9.nuary 1968 stated that th~ 'Reverend Bcrnnrd LAFAYETTE, 
Jr., was. a former· field S'ecretary of the Student Nonviolent . ~ . . . 

Coordinating Committee (Sl'>,tCC.). a progran'l administrator 
~..... . ' 

!or. the Sputhern Christian Lead~rship Conference (SCLC) as 
well as bein.g very close to Dr. Martin Luther KING, Jt· • 

• 

4. The state board of the Cotnmunist Party In Illinois 
• decided that although the demands of the Southern Christian 

Leadership Conference are unrealistic and its proJ:lrnm unclear, 
there s~ould be a fight to mobilize around this pro~ram. 
The board desired Communist Party .participation in contingents 
from Chicago Ulinois in. the ca.mpait;tn ·and CP support for the 
rn:us demonstration in Washington, D. C., presently planned · 
to take .Plac:e. on 30 Ma,y 1968. · ·· · · 
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SOURCE: FBI .Cable IN 03488 dated 3 May 1968: - AUTHENTICATION:\ 
An FBI source who hns provided reliabl~ infornlation 
in the past. 

.. 

* * * * * * * 

I 

·' 

-



.. 

·• . . . 
;. ... ,t, •• •. . # ~ . . 

:). . A ~10 source reported that a ,;roup of marchers rluc. 

,to· a-rrive in Washington, D. C. on 13 May 1968 is scheduled 
to hold a rally at the· Cardoza School playground at 5 PM 
on 13 May 1968. After the rally ~they will travel to their 
campsite. place unknown. • 

SOURCE: U.·S. Government: - AUTHENTic:;AT~ON: Re!J.able 
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PROTEST •ACTIVITIES :.• 
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THREATS AND POTENTI~L THREkTS TO CIA 
p 

1. Cieorgetcnvn and Connectfcut ·Avenue areas are reported 
to be subject to burniniJ on 13 and 14 ~ay 1968. 

SOURCE: Special Information report dated 9 May 1968: 
AUTHENTICATION: Reliibility' unknown .. 
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