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4 July,. Washin1ton, D. c·. · • 

Walt'Disney Productions has, in the past several weeks, built 
the Bob Hope-BUly Graham brain child, "Honor .America Day," cele
bration at Wash~natoa- btto.w~at will almoilt assuredly be the largest 
assemblage or any ldlld eftr stased. The list of performers who will -

.• appear and entertain durlna the day's program consists of the biggest 
·names in American entertainment. Asidefrom Billy ~raham and other 
well-know.n.relisious leaders including Bishop Fulton Sheen whg will 
handle the relisious aspects of the celebration, the list of prominent 
people who·. will appear includes in part the following: B.ob Hope, Jack 
Benny, Les Brown and his !»and, Olen Campbell, Barbara Eden, Roberta 
Flack, the Ciold-l)i11ers, Theresa Graves, Lionel Hampton, Dorothy 
Lamour, Buck Owens, Dinah Shore, Red Skelton, Kate Smith, Connie• 
Str.vens, the Youn1 Americans, Fred Wari~g, Johnny Cash, Billy Casper, 
and Frank Bor.,nan. A number of prominent members of the Senate and 
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House o~ Representatives have abo e~dor.ed the "H~no~ Atne~tc;a- ';lay". f. . ,, ~·"· 
celebrat1on. . • '· ·h~,. • • . ·! 1 • 1 · . f).<: I. •·IJ.·· \•. ·•·' · 
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All three maJ·or American television networks will televise the ~~~ 

morning religious program throughout the nation bei*een 11:00 and noon. ~~~ 
NBC will tape the evenin1 entertain~ent for showing later in the Johnny 
Carson time-slot. Radio and film news coverage will be maintained 
thr~ughout th! day by all networks, and several local nona!f~liated radio 
stations are planning live coverage. It is also ·planned that the televisioo. 
coverage of the e•ent will be broadcast ·via satellite to many parts of t?e t 
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.world. . . . . • . ;..: t.·l' ~ r"'" r· ·,) n· 7 rl 
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Buses, airplanes, and railroad cars, as well as auto caravans, . . 
arr. scheduled to arrive !rom pointe all over the eastern United States 
carrying visitors by the tens-of-thousands. Full-pag~ advertisements 
have app~ared in a number of newspapers -including tlw Washington Post 
and the New-York Times. The Maryland and Virginia suburbs have sr.en 
th" distribution nf advertising fiyers (as far away as L~csbttrg, Virginia), 
and the Cie~er~l Services Atnainistration has placed posters in a-number 
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oC Federa~. agoncies in Washinaton. Free transport~tion, advertised 
as the "big'lift to honor America, 11 is being provided by a number oC 
private enterprises. One main contributor is the· Coca Cola Bottling. 
Company~ · · ; · ., • !':! ~ ;' • . .., ••• ~ ~: - • ·i 

Bob H~pe ha~ estimated the at~ndance for the affair ·will be· 
400,000. Past crowd• demonsSrating in the natio~'s capital in vast 
numbers include the civil rights march of 1963 which drew an estimated 
ZOO, 000 and last November'• peace rally with crowds estimated at about 
250, OQO. The large•t estimated group to ever attend anything anywhere 
was the Bethel, New York. Wood•tock Music Fair which drew 300, 000 
people. ·In view of the organizlrag and publicity that has been skillfully 

. C&J"rled out, 'it Is believed that the Bob Hope estimate of 400, 000 people 
. is a very modest one. ·o. c. police e.-tiinate 'between 400,000 and 500, 000. 

The crowd could exceed 500, 000~ 1; ;" '· ,. .,. ·· • ~ .. '·· 

Bob Hope, who thus far has been the most informative public 
spokesman· for the celebration, has emphasized that the eYening per for
mances will be purely entertainment. There will be no speeches and it 
is intended there wiU be a well•balanced representation of all ages anti 
ethnic backgrounds~ Bob Hope has repeatedly st~ted that "Honor America 
Day" will be nonpolitical in nature. .,,. · '-:-' 1.', ,~·· -~ •·. t. _; ~ •"/,, 

.. For motor~sts who drive in from· the suburbs, Cringe parking 
spaces have been set aside at J. F. K. Stad_ium and at the Pentagon 
parking lot. D~ C. Transit will provide shuttle service at the usu~l .r 
rates !rom the shuttle areas.to the Federal Triangle. ·. · r:,, .J. 1 · ; ',, •. )A · 
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Althouah the Hope-Graham enterprise has received popular 
endorsement, a·number of irritants have arisPn in past weeks which 
may cause the celebration to be something less than total sunshine and 
flowers. On 30 June, conaervative preacher Dr. Carl Mcintire said he 
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and his M!lrch for Victory Committee will be in Washington on the 4th 
to support~ military vi.ctory in Vietnam. The Mat'ch for Victory Com
mittee is planning a brief counterd-emonstration Saturday morning when 
500 persons in various parts o( Washington will release 113, 000 red, . 
white, and blue balloon• bearing the ins_c.ription, "Victory." •• .::~ . .J. , .• } '/ .. · · ·· 

Col.•Jeru Ahmr.d-Bey Hassan o{ the Blackman's. Liberation 
Ar:my had previously received a pel'mit to conduct a 4 J•aly demonstra
tirm .at tho Sylvan Theatre • .,.llassa.n ~as now postpone() the evcnt.until 
2Z August. AlthouJh the .Siackman'a. Libera.tion Army was invited to 
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take part in the nHonor Amer~ca Day" celebratio~.; Col. Hassan has 
declined, .f!aying, "We do not want to be part of progran1med patri- · 
otism. •i Th~ colonel stated that .he would prefer to work to stop the 
illegal drug traffic than to pretend ~hat America is now united •. "We 
will do nothini t=ver to dishonor America, but w.e do not feel like · 
celebrating. '' (Col •. Hassan and his 1roup have for the past year been 
administerin• ara anofficial but reason-bly effect~ve methadone pro·gram 
in Washington.) • \ .· '· , .. · .. ·.. • ... i . 7'.• 

. Another group, the Sons of the AJ!lerican Revolution, which for 
27 yea.rs has sponsored a 4 July celebration at the Washington Monument, 
has. announced plans to 10 on with its scheduled program despite the fact 
that the timing confiicts with the "Honor America Day" schedule. A 

. spokesman from the organization has Jl.tated that they hav~ been sponsoring 
the event since 19<43, and although they have no headline attrac~ions they 
will continue their celebration. J ·. • · It · ·' · •· ·:: / · •/ ti 
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The organizer of Veterans lor .Peace in Vietnam has issued a 
statement endorsed by former peacenik Senator Ernest Gruening and 
lesser figures protesting the exclusion from the program of veterans 
who oppose the war. The Veterans for Peace spokesman is also critical 
of the apparent authoritarian use of the Wa~hington Moq,umet:tt site by the 
Bob Hope group. . ',:,,;..I : =·• « f- ·: •· '1 " 

One oJ Washington's radical revoh\tionarics, the Rev. Doutzlas 
Moore of th~ Black United Front, was quoted in the press on Tuesday 
to have issued plans for a "Dishonor America Day" for 4 July. Moore 
declined to detail his plans, .but it is not believed thft the Black Un~ted 
Front or any other (oTce will involve the black community in counter
demons.trationa. Abbie Hoffman and the Yippies ·have not altered their' 
plans tor a marijuana s'moke-in scheduled for the same day and place. 
Prominent r~dicalleader Rennie Davis who has dubbed himself chair-
mau of the Emergency Committee to Prevent a 4th of July Fisttight has 

• 

criticized the lack of new left participants in the "Honor America Day" 
fPstiviUes. Davis, as well as other new left spokesmen, has predicted. 
difficulties in Washington between the Yippies and the "Honor America 
Day!' celebrants. Representatives of "Honor America Day" ha~e met 
with Davis and have listened to his ridiculous demands (including painting 

·the Washington Mnnnment in psychedelic style) and appear to have sought 
a soft appl'tfach in connection with radical leftist par.ticipants in the 

· sr;hr.dulr.rt event. Celebration planners have rejectr.d out n( hanri Abbie 
HoC!man•e· proposed appeatlknce with Bob Hope. as well as pnet "\llen 
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·Ginsburg's appearins ~ith Billy Graham as the religious guru of the 
poli~icalleft. · · ' •. 

. . Qu.e to the strong nonpolitical line that the· Hope group has· 

' . . . "' . 

pUTsued (which excludes natio_nal raidicalleaders such as Davis), they 
. have ·not onfy shut out the leftist dissenters but have ang~red district 
democratic committeeman ~bannfnll Phillips and the Rev. Philip • 
_Newell of the Greater viaehililfon Council of Churches. Due to the 
nonPolitical character "or the event, PhUUps aad Newell have been told 
they wUl be unable to insert their annualo.hew and cry for D. C. home 
rule. ·Both local leaders have balked a·t the "no politics" around rules 
and have pull~c:l ~out of Satu~day's celebration.. • ,' n~~- /~·-! •J.f-')lJ 

' .. 

·Two SPecial tr~inloac:ls of New- York ''hard-hat" construction 
worker• are due to arrive at Union Station Saturday morning. ·It is 
presently planned that live American University students will .clistri-
bute antiwar _literature at Union Station upc;n arrival o.~ .. t~~J: ""i·~!'-1·r~.· ,. ·;l· 

Although Col. WilliAm Lee of the D. C. National Guard has 
ordered his ·t700-men forces to duty over the weekend to be available. 
in case o£ emer1e~cy, the Washington· police department does qot 
expect trouble. . · •.•· t• ·.,. 1 .. ; t I :·· ·;.·· . . . .. ,. . .· . , .. 
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Saturday's events certainly hold ·some potential ior 'violence 
· in the downtown area. The unpredictable Abbie Hoffman could (his 

colleague Jerry Rubin is still in jail) weU'decide to heckle Bob Hope 

• 

and others on the pro1ram. The sheer size o£ the expected crpwd 
will create police problems even in the absence of ~olence. Th.e 
Union Station 11hard-ha~11 arrival is a big potential trouble spot (espe
cially U _the American University contingent brin1s along a number o£ 
supporters) t!tat will be closely watched by police and Union Station 
5ecu.rity forces. In _spite o£ the potential !or trouble on Saturday, it • 
is believed that Bob Hope and Billy Graham, two thorou~rhly experienced 
big:..crnwd perlormers, will pull off a suc~ssful event buUt around 
pure ·patriotism and free of partisan political rhetoric. ·No direct 
attack on CIA facilities will occur. · : ,., ._ :, 

1 
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There is an outside chance that the weather may pat'tially 
interdict· the atrair. The. predicted hot muggy weather could tax 
emergency Cirst aid facilities,and the predicted possib_illty of after-
nn'on Ot' evening tltundersh~wers could turn the Mnnttmf!nt gr()unrls into 
a sea of mud and the audience into a "so11Y mass o£ dampened sp\rits. 
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