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SPECIAL INFORMATION REPORT 

• 
Tentative Plans for Antiwar Demonstrations, Spring 1971 

Detailed plans for spring anliwar activities are beginning to 
take s·hape. Change•, .both ·planned and spontaneous, are still highly 
likely to occur.. Several key factors remain unknown bllt will probably 
be revealed in co~ing weeks. Since the end o( January numerous 
r-eferences in the volume of antiwar literature have refPrred to an 
assembly point for April and May dt-monstrations as a site. in the 
Washington suburbs. Scveral.references havr ber.n n1ade to a {arm in 
the McLean, Virginia area, and other reports have bc.-cn even less 
specific. ·Local pnlice·authorities have so far been unable to pinpoint 
the probable assembly ,site but expi!'ct some break o( informatic:m in 
this matter in the near future. Obviously thousands of protestors can
not br. expected. to assemble unless the asscn1bly point is identHicd Cor 
thr.m. ArlditionaJJy, the literatnrc has re(r.rred to a mass assembly 
on a hill overlnoking the Gnvernmr.nt in April and May. The hill has 
nul yet been further identified. \,\,,i,~.~~~·/1.·~ /il.;~ .. _ ;,. ... ,.,. ,,T'// · '!!/ ~:.( :!:'; 
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As spring detnnnstration tim«'! draws nea"r, it becomes increas-
ingly obvious that Agency fa.c:ilitles (probably at La~gley nnly)· wi~l be 

• 

the target o{ ·antiwar prote.stors. Previous optimism r.~pres st-d in lhrsc ; ,. • ..,., 
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-

,J. • 
re-ports of a possible small. antiwar turn out must now be altered. The ,_., .. ~··i· r' • 

• 

·turn out (nr two diCferent demnnstr.ations in Washinpton on the weckrncf ,·: • ;: 
of 2.0-2.1 March was mt.1ch larger than expected based on past expericncr.. · 
The Progressive Labor Party which is not considered a significantly 
large block ·of Maoist-type communists Wt'!rr. able tn muster more than 
I, 500 demo"ftra'tnrs in the city with a relat_h•ely unappealing cause. 
Protests· on the 21st against thr. treatment of SnviP.t Jr.wry asst'mb1cd 
over a thousand people. Although thP. Jewish organi~atinns arc not. 
known to he participatinJr in apring antiwar drmonstratinns, thr. si~c 
nf the rtwr.nt de"'nnstrn..tion is conaidr.rr.rl a si~nHirant mrasurr of youth 
t'~napcrantr.tlt. · Thr. People's Cna:tition (or Pca,:e and Justkr anr1 thl· 
Nntic1nal Pearr. Adiun Coalition have Inrr.r.aRt ~iJ!:tnt:ic rrnwdfl (1o,·kinJ! 
to the Ca'pi~a~ for spring ltttivities, and at this point it appears •lhnt thier 
estimate may be correck · · 
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A cal.r.nda'!' of tentativr.ly scheduled events as they are known 
At tfiis re~rlin1 are as fo~ows: -

• 1-5 April, New York City and Natio.nwide. -- Ralph Abernathy 
o( the Sputhern Christian Leadership Conference. William Wiley of' .· 
the National_WeUare Riahta Or:(laniza~lon ·and possibly Caesar Chavez 
or the United Farm Workers Ora~nlzlna Committee will staae demon
strations principally In New York City on the above dates to· commem
orate the· third anniversary· of' the- assas•ination of Martin Luther King, 
Jr •. The PCPJ ha• reportedly aa·r•ed to assist Ab~rnathy and Wiley 
financ_ially ln thei"r ·activities sched'u.led !nr New York City. These groupe .. 
intend to climax New York (:ity dem~nstrations with a poor people •s 
mul~ trai" throuah Nev.e York's financial district a~d then push off for 
Washington, p. C;. to jn.tn the antiwar• groups Cor .ac:tivit·irs beginning on 
24 April. The celebrated causo.ihat will be pushert by this early April 
c-antpaign will inchtde evcrythina fr~m scab lettuce and wdfare demand$ 
($6. 500 annual income) to repreaaion and Vietnam. It has also bet>n· 
repnrtt!d that while in-l'!ew York and· as marchr. rs from various parts 
of the country press on toward Washington the "People's Peace Treaty" 
will be circulated for &l(lnature wltftin communities alonJ! the way. The· . 
scenario as tt·presently •tands during this period calls for den\onstrators 
nn Z April to encnura~r. local actions in snppnrt nf h•mger marches. fasts 
and teach-ins. On 3 .April tax protr.sts and rC'Ristnnce activities fncns 
nn the nl-cessity fnr a t"eorrlerin~t or natinnal pri'nrities. Sunday I .. 

April, calls Cor re_lfltious tributes to}darUn Luther KinJZ, J~. . . J•· .. 
I • I I'. . 'I . . . •.· : .. '.. ,.. /·'·' :/. • ! 'I i I f .... •; I;. ..... I I . ;. . . . . 

• .' •• 0 ' • • • • .. .. 

lO.April, Washington. D. C. --The first demonstration schcdnlcd 
for Washington will be staged nn the- above daln. R,.portC'dly, "these · 
actions will be f~r: -~•mov~ment11 _wnmr.n whn will dr.m<\nd the riJZht to 
live "on the steps o( the world's largest ntanu{acturer of death" (the 
Pentagon). -ft\ '"''l·tf:l~ {•·i· ;.:1·-··, '(;,,,_ !;.'.•·,-.... , /1 

The composition of this demonstration has not been clarified 
in the "nlovement" press. It .Ls assumed that. tn«: ranks will br. composed 
n f Won• en's .J,.iberation advncatcs. communr. mr.mbers and antiwn r 
~divist {lrnups. Althoullh this dcmonslra~ion is not p_r~s<'nlly rr.Jtardcd 
as nne that will be sif!nificantly disruptive, I 0 April may well he a 

., 

"be llwelhcr" assemblage"that will portend the size and anJle r o( evt'n~s 
to co.me. . :·ri. iv .:;.q;-fpl_ :.u.;.. •. !(•' •·.·· 4 :,! •.. ·;; ........ ,' .•.. ,..' ,. . ' 

• April to •• allhuugh:l'rincipal!y schc!clulr;!L to h~~~R the~ rl_~··n~!:. 
PslablishnH;nt at the Pentagon, could be thr. first test u( demon&lrntion 
plans against the CIA·. Yher.c is better than an outs ide chance that 
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some dcmonstra,tions in the Lansl~_y ~r~a. either by plan ur spon
taneity', may occur. on Saturday, J 0 April. 

l9-Z3 April,. Washfngton, D. C. --Vietnam Vcternns AJEainst 
the War Cor son1e· months have been planning a protest of the war at 
Washington on the above dates~ . This veterans 1 group will allegedly 
conduct a''peace ·lobby" and will assemble. and possibly h~rass mrmhr.rs 
aC Congress in th~ir orticea aftd hallways. There iR some indi ~ation 
that members olthl• group wlll also ha-rass members o( Congress at 

·their homes. . (.: .. \ '.\·JtJ•:·II \t•: ( ( .·., J,,., J'.tJ .. ~ :, /; .i ;lMo /I 
. . . . 

. This week of demonstration could be disruptive but probably 
will not directly involve the Agency. Some violence and police con
frontation may ~c-cur du.~lng this period. 

Z4 April-S May~ --This period will probably scr. in the nation's 
capital and surrnundin(f arc~s the largest mass drmonRlration lltC\t has 
yet been staged in suppert of ~merican withdrawal from Southc~st Asia. 
·on Saturday, Z4 April, tht:" larges~ n~mber or pr.uons will probably be 

· present in tht' city. An
1
tiwar spokesmen havr. t'stimatt'd 500, 000 persons, 

and since all sections or tht" antiwar. t'Cfort h~vc jumped nn lht' hand 
wagon it seems obvious thnt all dissent activists rc~ard this demon
stration as a hi~hly poh•ntia.l succr.ss. Spnkesm~n of the NPAC have• 
~ppart"ntly tried to :\RSttrr lhr nonvinlt•nt ch;na~trr uf .this -cvrnt. Tlwy 
continue in shaky C'oalitit'n with the PCP.T, howcvr.r. n J!rnitp which 
srit'ms more militantly-oriented. Whether lhr. NPAC c:an maintain 
control is a key (actor, and that they can is considered doubt£~1 . 

• 
· lt is anticipated lhat after the big crunch nf mass dr.ntonstrations 

on Saturday, Z4 April, ·and the regroupin,:: and planninJ! activities on 
Sunday, Z.S April, will comt'! t.he more militant.,.l>rienled drmnnstrations 
beginning on the week o! Monday, Z6 April. lt is reportedly the inl<~ntion 
of antiwar activists "tn open all parts of thr Government to out people. 11 

Particularly specified in the underground literature arc the Pentagon, 
the ClA at Litngley, the National Security Council ancllhr. Joint Chiefs 
nf Starr. Anliwar activists believe that the lobbying prcssnrr will build 
lhrnu,::h the last wce.k in ~pril and that on almut the fiuf· of May "lnng 
marr.herR 11 will br. a-rt'ivintz and tzntherinJE on~ farm nul.siclr. of Wnsh
ingtnn. Repnrtr.dly, tents and nllter livintz fo.dlitics will be set IIJ>· . . . ' , .. ,. ' 

• • . ·• • • I • I • 

On ·1 Mar Jll"ntestntf rcpnrtt.•dly will assrmhlr in a n•lr~hr~l.inn. 
of peact" on a hill overlooking the Gnvernmcn_t (not (nrthr.r ident1Cied) •. 
May 1 demonstrations wfll r-eportedly coincide with si~ilar. assembii~.s ·_ 
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in ~aris, Lon"don,· Tokyo, Pekin(l and elsrwhP.re to dt'"monstratc 
n1assive i~tornational suppo.rt ror thr people or Vietnam. (American 
antiwar planners will undoubtedly as.sume credit for assembling - . . p1asses o£ people throughout the wQrld. lt.shoultf be r:emembercd, 
however, that·many "nations have traditional celebrations as wr.ll as 
national holidays on 1 May. Generally, Wes-ter.n Europe celebrates 
Labor Day on 1 May.) (· .. · ·" ~ ·:)..' ,... 1, ·,n-o, 1: ·. 1 ·~ · "1 t . ' ·I ' '' •' . • . . . ' .. 

• I . 

Sunday,· Z May, will be. a day o£ plannin~ for the- following 
&P.veral'daya. · Sev~ral reports have indicated that rP.tigious ccrc
monie.s will be c~nducted on Z May. Five major targets have been 
chosen and identilled Cor· concentrated actions on the morning of 3 
·May. They are the Pentason, the CIA, the Department.of Justice, 
the ·Department of Health, Education and WeUare and thr Whitr. House. 
Additionally,. a number of highways .have b~~~r.ntificd for "nonviolent 
disruptions." These roads and highways that arc rr.Jiardc~d b)• antiwar. 
spoke·smen as the 1iCelinc- into Governmental institutions arc Shirtr.x 
Highway, Oeorge \Vashi.!!~on Men1orial Parkway, 14ih Street I3 ridge, 
Pennsylvanl!_Avenuc and Constitution Avenue. Also mentioned but 
less prominently is Dupont Circle~ ... ~eportcdly, antiwar demonstrators 
al i:JO a.m. on 3 May will move onto thr.sc- highwnys, sit dt,wn and 
lock arms. At noon on 3 May demonstrators will ass,•mblc at Con(lrrss 
to "surround the- Capitol with proplP who arr rlC'tcrminrri that Congress 
ar.crpl thr mandatr nf Arnr.rit:an atUt world p•\hlic- opini•,n." Mny_:!J.!.. 
scheduled to be a rr.prat of the· activities of thr previous clay. May 5 
has been designatt'd as "no business as usual cia~··" Thr. appart'nl mr.aning 
of this designation by antiwar activists implirs that. 5 May will up the 
ante in Washington by introducing inrrcased milita~cy and spread :.·· 
disruptive activiti~"• throughout the nation. n-,, ,. (· ... :; .. , ; , 1 ... • _; .1 1·: :• · ; 1 

One recent report has reflectr.d that plans from 5 May on arC" 
somewhat vague because spokesmen be.lieve that all prominent leaders 
will be in jaU before the 5th. !'ftr. ;):l .... ]~'f: . .J. ~~\~ l';f1•c'll' 

Rcccf\1: reports continue to be vapue with rrJ:arcl to Lhr earlier 
pi ;mncrt tadic of a y~hiele-stall on key highways. It is probable at 
th·is datr. that antiwar planners believe tha.t the "sit down-arm lnck" 
trc:hniq•ir -wni1ld bn··a superior tnctic, less ";\lir.nnt inJZ :tnrf with mnr«· 
rrnpaJ!a.nda vnlur Lhan tht'" vrhirlr Rtnll. ThiR npJ)ar••nl rhnnJ:!r in t.ac:l:i«
is prnbably"n(Rtl r.onsidrrrd ~cnsihlr sinr.r f1l:tnnrrR lwlirvc• now l.hnl 
s•trfi.cirnl penplc.will br. nn ha.ncltn clisrupl thr dly with brulir.~ inslr:HI . - r h. .. . -
o n1ac mea. - 1
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•. lt h~ts bc~n plinted ont that as t-vr.nts a rr. s tngcd s cvr. r:'ll 
factors co.uld ~Uect a change in prntrst plans. At this pnint what 
ciluld possibly be viewed as an escnlatlon of the war by antiwar 
fire brands could bnth swell and anger the masses. II, nn thP. other 
hand, an incident should occur ·ln the early sta~es. a successful 
mass action could be seriously jeopardized. Th~ carnival element 
is present .this time as· it always is and many young pcoplr will be 

·com.ing to the :city more for futt and excitement th~·n for the rheloric 
and polemics of David Dellinger, Rennie Davis, ct al. Violc-nc~ 
during the week or l9 AprU when the Vietnam Vcterrt.ns I group is in 
town or a bombin1 in the city by extremely violent radicals would 

· probably dramatically re~uce the number of participants. 

In ~tJmmary. those datt•s that·ai the moment must be regarded 
as potential periods of direct attacks on the Agency are as follows: 

10 A ril: 
{. /

·.·I ,·. ,·,,, .• ,, <\ .'J•.··• U ! 1 t/o\:Jcf.l·r.. :~····1.,.1,.,·, fi~.····t. 

Z6 April: Tentatively planned demonstration ilt the Agency. 
Seriout~ potential !,hr~at of picketing and harass ins of Agency person
nel at Hcadguartcrs.ff!n, · i1 r_: .... \ , .. \ ·H: ·: '· ::1·· .\ i .. : .· . :: _....,, ~,. 

,.. . . ~ ··.c. "I . .. .. 
Z.;;. 30 A..e_ril: Dr.J.!cmding on activit!!~_staged at the Agency on 

26 April. Serious potcnlial.!£!-s or disruption. I 

3 May: Most serious projected dale of Af!c.~ncy dis ruplinn. 
Traffic seriously interrupted, efforts may be made to enter Agency 

. facilities • . • t ·, •: ,,· · l I \\1'.,( \ ,:,1 .!: •oil ··•. ''J·.''·· II' 

4-7 May: Serious period of Agency disruption depending u~ 
events of 3 M!,l• 
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