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SPECIAL IN FORMA TlON REPORT 

Spring Demonstrations at Washington, D. C., from Z4 April-S May 
• 

'~·he-·ind-icatlons persist that coordination among the several 
major groups involved in antiwar planning at Washington during the 

\spring period is extremely poor. As was indicated some-weeks ago, 
Rennie Davia after exP.ressing his ~ispleasure iat the joinlng of forces 

,.,. 
/~ 

t. t·for a unified apri.ng effort has continued to take his personal constituency, 
the Mayday Collective, along its own path.· Th~re. reportedly is · · 
considera·ble ~ostility and distrust among leaders of the Socialist 
·.WOrkers Party-controlled National Coalition, the CPUSA-People's 
Coalition and the ntore radical Mayday Collective. Leaders of these 
various groups appear fo be struggling to maintain their ·position in 

• 

•America 11 antiwar mnvement and ·a~e concerned with the protection o£ . , 
·their organization's share of available funds. · ( i·l j l.ti.- -:;,- y /~· /:~ d .. h,.,,; ··...:·1 

• 

There has b~en what appears to be a larger expenditure for this 
·demonstration in published material than in any previous s"ingle antiwar 
demonstration: Public~tion costs must surely be soarinl!, and the source 

·· of required funds is unknown at this .time. It can be prt'dicted that 
.,distrust and antagonism within the inner circle or coalition planners will 
continue and may even manifest itseU in a separate demonstration next 
Saturday by the People's Coalition. It ia almost ce1-tain at this point 

. that the Nationel Coalition will have virtually no part in demonstrations 
which are scheduled to follow Saturday, the 24th. National Coalition 
planners believe that Rennie Davis has indeed gotten out of hand, is no 

:longer responsive to the control of the People's Coalition and has no .. 
dedication to the con duc·t of. n~nviolent den1ons trations. f h.!"- ~-:. ; .. , ; , . ;:~ .. • 

. , : ; .. ' .. ' 
'f , 

.Announced housing arrangements (or demonstrator.& through 
.this peric)d have b-een exaggerated and are beiieved now to have only 
enough rnom for about 6,.000. With or without a legal permit it is 
heUr.ved at this time that the Rennie Davis Mayday Collective will' 
Lry to lake ~hd hold ground in. Rock Creek Park .. One planner, a 
Communist Party m.,mher frnm Wisc-nnsin, has 11tatr.d th:~.l iC n~c:essary ·, 
hotels will be taken ovcr.lq, Washington to provide housing Cor t~c ~ 
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. dP.monstratora.. PlanneTs additionally call for demonstrators tO 
son cit fond from wholesale gTnccry nutlr.ts, subnrban shopping . 
centers ·and door-to-door canvassing in t.he Washington suburbs·. 

• 

,.·Reportedly. Cu.nds to austaia the dc;monatn.tion thal were expected 
!rom S~nators.McCovern and Hatfield have failed ·to materialize. 
Other p~annera (Sidney Peck and BradCord Lyttle) are reportedly 

• highly c1"itical of' the manner in which Rennie Davis has been operating 
. on his own, pa,rticularly.ln' negotlatins for the .use o£...~9c~ C r.e.e,k ~..&f\k.- • , ... ·,._

1 
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It has been reported ·that the probable reason Sidney Peck anc:J 
other~ of the Pe~ple'• Coalition remain in contact with Jerry Gordon it}' 
and othe'r planner• of the National Coalition is solely. lo protect the· . , .. . p •• 

!un4a that the People'•~ Coalition beli~~· it ia entitled to. r;;;· 1:1 '1 '/~'I ,?,~·-J:·'i·J....-
. . .. : ·. . , , 

At a recent speech in Florida,John Fr.oines, thr- fr:»rme'r 
Oregon college professor who was acquitted in the now famous Chicago 
Cbnspiracy. T.rial; ent"ouratted the use of bombjng. · There is some • 
indication that bomhin~ or at least bomb thrP.ats arc planned during . . . 
the period,. but i! either occur• tt~ey.will not be the product of the. 
major organizations involved in ttie .. demo"strations. The SWP and the 
CPUSA are both philosophically opposed to bombing at this time. Leaders 
would tend to believe that shonld bombing occur the impact of the plann·ed 
demonstrations would be drastically reduced hnth through lhe loss of 
participant~ as well as prestigious vocal support by !llem~crs ,of Congress . ,'/ 
and others.-. • r I :.1 • ,·,.!. · ,· :: ,. ~ !, · ··.,, ·.~ . ~, ...... 

J 

It appear-s at present that thn week n( 26"-30 April will nnt be 
a pc rind of planned violent ~is ruption. This wer.k has apparenll y been 
earmarked for a period or lobbying at various Govc!rnment levels 
including the CIA at Langley. Alexandria attorney Freedman has 
advised the Agency and the Fairfax County Police of a protest nlarch 

. schedul.ed for Wednesday afternoon, 28 April. Details of the protesters' 
plans have been requested but have not yet been received by Fairfax 
County authorities: As they are presently known, a march is s.cheduled 
lo begin at ~;30 p.m. at- the Society of Friends meetinghrlusr. on 
Virginia Highway J 93 approximately two miles west of Langley Gate J. 
Attorney Freedman has stated that the march will nt1mber apprnximalely 
J, 000 pr.nple And will present an- antiwar petition (possibly a copy n! 
thr. Pr.ople 1s Peac:e ·rrr.aty) tn ~n Agr.nc:y ofCicinl ~t lhr. ~ate. This 
protc~st march rr.pnrtedly will br. nonobstruclivr. and pe:u:r.ful. It sh.,u,ld 
hr. nhlcrl, howevr.r, that the marc:h sponsorllhitl iR "" nrJ!ani7.atinn . . 
·cc~tercd ill Spr~nglield-that goes by the nam~ o( the No_rth~rn VJrginia. 
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Mayday Collcc:tive •. This name alnnr. plar.r.s lhr. spnnfmrintt or.:ani­
zation in thr. Rennie Davis camp, nnd it musl. thcref~re be considered 

·as a possible source of violence and disruptio-n. The mMs arc, at 
llfis point, that this den1onstration on the Z8lh or April will remain 
peaceful .and nonviolent. 

·This demansl.ration was .nri.jJfnally rurnnred In Qcc::ur on the 
. previous day, 27.· April •. The ~cason for the date chanpc is- unknown. 
but might hold sonte significance. It is likely -thd the d;\le was chanllcd 
to the Z8th because of othe_" C'Onunitmcnla ntade by M;Lyday demonslrnl.nrs 
on the Z7th and was postponed a day to enhance the possibility of greater 
·partic"ipation.: Wl~hout outside help the demonstration will not be a:ble 
to produce as many as a thousand march-ers. With outside ~clp 
plannc,.. c::an probably reach or exc::r.el:l the planned l, 000 pr.I'S ons. 
Additional details of this direct demflnstration- against lhr. Agency will 
be passed to. Agency ofClcials immediately upon their receipt. 

Other G,vrrnment agencies that are schedul-ed for protes.t 
demonstrations durinll the last week of April arc l.hc- Pentagon, lhe 
Justice Department, the Capitol Building, th~ White House, HEW 
and others •. There arc nn indications in thr literature that any ()f these 
demonstrations during th~ next week in April will be vio,l.ent. ~ 

. (t •• ,., \,. ... •t, \h,,,.·, 1'\ 

From 1 May on, disruption And violenrr. become highly polr.ntial. 
There has beC'n no Activity in recent days aronn'ct any of the Viqdnia 
(arm sites that ·have been previously mentioned .as assembly points 
(or Mayday demonstrators. lt·is ·believcd,at this point,that Rennie Davis 
and hili lieutenants will set up camp at Rock Creek .,Park, permit or ntJt. 
One ·of _the mentioned· Virginia !arnl sites may well br. used by th~ Mayday 
Collective as a retreat assembly point in the event the Davis group cannot 
·hold the Rock Creek Park site. The rnost prominently mentioned . 
Virginia property is in ~O\tdm~n County on Virp.inia Route 7. It is 
bordered on the west by Route 7, on the north by Goose Creek, on the 
east by the Potomac River and on.the south by Ashburn Junction .. 

. (t.r'l' 1«.i... '"': •:: • . , . 

The planning Cor May activities has been extensive and ingenious. 
1'wcnty-onc tarJtr.t8 Cor disruption of the city ha.ve bcr.n idenli£ir.d. 
Tlmsr. lar~cts arr. as· f,llhws: ll J<r.y Bri.clgc•, Viq~inia side, Rosslyn 
Pl<o:a;Z) I<ey Bridgt!i D.C. aid;.; M St., 34t.h St., 3'ith St.;3)Thcurdn.rr.(·Ric) 
Rtloscvclt UridJ:c, VirRinia side, Route 66;4) TheordorP. RoMrvclt (sic) . 
Brid~r.. D. C. sirJe, Rnck Ct't-Ck Parkway; SJArlinglon Memori<ll.Dri-dgc, 
Virginia side, Memorial drive, Arlington Ridge R~ad (Rt. llO)r, . · 
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!l_Ari"inJ!lon Memo-rial Bridpt-, D.C. side, Rock CrcP.k Parkway. 
Ohie Drive south; 1},\'lashin.:ton 81"'1., Highwny 1·1 0: !!!.."Traffic: Loop 
just west-oC Pentagon, _Washington 1ll•1cl •• Columbia Pike, Shirley 
Uwy; .2l.Shirl~y Hwy just south of the Pt!nta_JEon; .!.Ql_Rochambcau 
Bridge, Virginia side, D. C~ bouncl traffic on Roulrs ')5 and 1; ill. 
Cieorge"Mason Memorial Bridge, Virginia sicte1 Virginia·bound traHic 
on Routes 95 and J;·ill14lh St. B_rhlge Co·mplcx, D.C. side; ill Wash .. 
ln~ton Circle, K St., Pennsylvania Ave., New Hampshire Ave.: 
!:!.l DuPont Circle, ~tassac::husr.ttes Ave., Connecticut Ave~, New 
Hampshire Ave.: lliScott Circle, Massachusettes Avr. •• Rhode 
Island Ave., 16th St.; .ill. Thomas <;:ircle, · Massachuseltea Ave., 
Vermont Ave., 14th S~: ..!l.LMt. Vernon Square, Massachusettes Ave., 
New ,York Ave.·, K St.: l!l.Commodore Intersectinn,. Massachusettes 
Ave. and New York Avr..; J..!lStanton· Park Square, MassachuseLtes 
Ave., Maryland Ave~; ZO) SP.ward Square 1 Pnnnsylvania Ave., North 
Carolina Ave.; .!!l Folger. Park1 North Carolina Ave., 0 St. i':~:;.·. ;:'.' . . ,-. 

• • ' ' - I o : I 

Protest leatlers havr. additionally rv<lluated thr possible counter­
force that will be used ~~ainst them and have tenrlcd to exaggera.te the 
p<'tenlial steps the (io,·ernnlcnt is i{kely to take to suppress their denlon-

.. sl.ration. ·Included in soane of their_ literature printed and distributed 
among prospective dc.monstrators arc statements tha:t t.he Government 
intends to utilize Chinook helicopter" and jeep-mounted submachine ~uns. 
One of the most apparrnt inGenious methods of a.ssnrinJ;! at l~nst a dr~rree 
ol succPss is the assignin~ of largr.t areas tn various scmiaulunomo\.•s 

· · subgroups within the overall Mayday Collective •. The Kr.y Bridge, for 
instance, is the tara.et for Mayday CoUP-dive de.monslralors !rom New 
York City and upstate NC'w York. The· 14th Street BThl~tc con1plex is 

• • . to be obstructed bv demonstrators from th<'! Washington, D •. C. a rea. 
DuPont Circle reportedly will be the donlaill of New York City anrl 
Florida denlonstrators. · Scott Circle has been a.s&iJ!ned to contingents 
from Louisiana, Texas and Arkansas. And Constitution and Pennsylvania· 
Avenues are to be covt!red by demonstrators fro~ _Pen~sylvania.. ,, .•... / .. 
Indiana and-Wisconsin. ' }-!:J~ lA.1 ·'{·1"7"~ 7 '.:;., ... 11': ,1 

Repo'ltedly, all other targets on the list have similarly been 
·assigned to specific Mayday Collective units. This assi~:nment tactic 
lends Lo mininlir.e the abU.ily nf law enfor<:eftlcnt A~enc-ir.!l to dosr. rlnwn 
a central hraclquat"trrs and lo be able to clos~ out a Rerinus Lhreat of 

·disrurtion t.hrou~thnut the city. The disruption nl the "Mayday l::trJ!cLs" 
is scheduled t.o hr.Jtin on the morn.ing of 3 May and continue on 4 May. · ~- . r l."·i.. lh !; '~' ;,, ,.. 
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• . : !.Specili~ a~rnciee as tar.itl'l,; nf the Mayday Collr.cti~c.have 
not.heen .rloar.ly irir.ntiCierl and mutJI 1\r. reJE~rdr.d as hiflhly subjr.ct. to 
• .,.,ntaneoa~a .decision .... The probabilities are, at present, that 
fJlllowirig the, disruptions·on Monday, 3 May; demonstrators that have 

-not bf!en· .arrestt-d or otherwise neutralized ·wtll as&C'mbl~ possibly on 
the Mall or at Rock Creek Park (which ha!' been·nanied Alponquin 
City) to assess the .mnrni!'R'• SllCcesa· and/or failure. Although the 
Agency_ must be ragarded &·I vulner.able on 3 May,: A planned action is 
·probably· n'i~re likely on T\\csctay, 4 May. It is still nnt believed that 

· the Agency .. • ouUying buildings wUl be ident.i£ir.d as" direct tar,:tets. · 
Agency buildings' in Rosslyn,. however, must be r.ogarded as in ~ome 
spontaneous danger due to the close proximity of these buildings to a 
designated major -la-rget, ·f. e •• K~y Bridge. 

As for the ·number· of demonstrators that can be expected, the 
Me.trnpolitan Police Dr.partnlent believes that Saturday. Z4 April, will 
dtaw approximately I 00, 01)0 people. Repnrtcdly, ·i.hc Department nC 
Justice expects a considerably les.ser-numbcr. University pnpulations 
around the country are.reported to be much less actinn-orient~tl. this 
l"<"&r than las.t, but thetl, too. publfcity and propaJ!andizin~ Cor Satl1rday. 
24 April, have been under way for ten months, No antiwar ·demonstration 
in recent history has been planned Alld scheduled {n~ a I ik~ "period. n( 

time. Balancing all available.!,~!9rt, .. jbere!ar.c.,_it.,la J>e.lie.~.c!_t.1~.~t --....-···-··t"--. -- •..• - ..... ....- . . 
the dento':'~.! !~~~.~~ _!•.~- th.!-Z:!P:t . .wil~J1Y .. f.!'.E:.:.~l'!=.~.~-~l Jhe .1 OQ,.OOO .. pr.c.di.~~~d 
t;·yMel"ropolitan Potier.. The bulk o£the partidpants in town Cor the 

~z·:rt.l\arcoiniiitclyo"ri~nted. toward pea~cCul, nnnviolcnt. lr.gal demon­
strations. If violence occurs nn the Z4th, it wiU prnb"ably be precipitated 
by small and unpredictable bands nr hard-c:ore radicctlt' and irresponsible 
street people that will undoub~edly be· present on ttft Z4th. 

There has bc~n an indication that violr.nce may n~c:ur at the 
Capitol Building on the Z4th while speak~rs arc addressing the J;athering. 
A possibility exists thnt one or more small grnups of radicals.may. 
attempt to ~ake· over the speakers' platform and physically abuse members 
of. Congr<-ss. No confirmation of this tactic has br.r.n received, and it 
is mentinnedfonly as a pnssibility. During lar,:tc demnnstratinns that 
have taken place in Washington in fhe past, it has been·concJuderl that i£ 
vinlencc r.rupts it will pr.nbably occur r·ale in. the artr.rnnon at abo•Jt thl! 
time thr. bulk of ~lenmnstrators a-rc nta.kinR their plan~t tu depart the city. 
After lh~ Z~th the numbers nC activists remAininJ.: in the city will be 
drasFcally smaller but certainly n1ore violenc:e-prone . 
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~ ••• Q.q.Q..!U ... l-Q. •• Q.Q.Q_ r:'~nr_~:, __ Onc (actor lhat miJtht build a larJtt'r assembly 

· w5,uld be the sta~ing of a marathon rock festival in order to hold the 
young people in thr. area. lC such plans arc br.ing marie, they are nnt 
prr.scntly known. The composition o( the antidpalt"d c-rnwd in the- city 
will be as in the past, largely younJ; people and la·rgcly white pcc>ple. · 
Demonstrators have b~en advised tn stay ont o( the Negro residential 
area or the city: anc1 the mass or black citizr.ns, as in the past, have 
demonstrated scant interest in antiwar demonstrations. Even the 
presence or Ralph Abernathy, i£ it occurs (and it is by no means certain 
that it'will), will not encourage significant· numbers o( black persons . 
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