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SI'lUATION DlFORMATION REPORT 

Trends and Developments, wre, Week ending: 31 May 196f\ 
• 

a, • -
POOR PEoPLE'S CAMPAIGN' 

Reports continue to highlight the difficulties that SCLC Poor 
Pe9Ple's March ~eaders are having in controlling the dissension and 
internal strife vhich .exists among the participants in the campaign. ... . . 
Besides the foreseeable emotional stresses accompanying such a pr~test 
movement and the gathering of a heterogeneous mass in clo&P. proximity 
under adverse conditions of weather, housiRg, feeding, etc., t~e~ 

differences in goals, ethnic backgrounds and degrees of participation 
in bo\}1 nW'Ilbers and leadershi:r of· the various minority groups· has 
shown marked increase of iocidents and tension between Spanish 
Americans, Mexicans, Indiann, whites •. and Negro groups. Maintenance 
of a workable degree of harmony will prbb~bly become increasingly 
diff'icult as time passes and the·· initial hovelty of ·the Campaign erodes. 
The arrival of assorte8 student groups,which will include militants of 
all colors and persuasions, m~t· iDcrease ·the tensions. 

. . . 
· 1. An additional. element which will add to the difficulties and the 

threat of both internal and ~xternal explosive sHuaticns is the pro-
'jec~ed increased participation by t.he Puerto Ricans. Rerortedly some 
50,000 Puerto Ricans are expected to tr~vel to Washington, D. c. on 
8 June, mostly from New York City and Nev England, to· demonstrate in 
behalf of the poor. The one-day demonstration will he in sympathy with 
the Poor .. -People 's Campaign and 50 to 100 P.uerto Rican families will 
~ove into Resurrection City. 

·soURCE: FBI cable 20 May 1968 

AUTRENTICATIOR: Overt sourc;es probabcy reliable 

******* 
'2 • The Puerto Rican· March in ~l'lshington is intended to dr:ima tize the 
plight of" more than 1,200,000 Puert~o Ricnns who live in the u. s., 
P~,OOO of them in New York City, many in dire poverty or on the hord~r­
line. 
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The Puerto Rican:; fef'!l they ha.vn ~recial }lroblr~rn:; som~wh:it 
diff"!rent from the ne~ro and ...,ill maint.nin their id~ntHy while 
-coordinatin~ their ~fforts with the Poor People's Cnm~~i~n. Their 
ovn march ·will begin 8 June. In \-lashing ton they plo.n t;o set; up a 
shanty town adjunct to RP.surrection City for some 50;1QO Puerto 
Rican families now on relief. 

SOURCE: The Worker, 28 May 1968 

AUTHENTICATION: Probably accurate. 

******* 

• 

3. A number of instances of picketing_ have occurred recently. by 
members of· the Puerto Rica Independence J.!ovement (t--tP!PR) which is. 
described as a militant nationalist extremist ~oup. Reportedly 
it. is aligned wHh Castro's Cllba and maintttins representation at 
the Uavana Secretariat of the Tri-Continentnl Confer~ncc of African, 
Asinn~nd Latin American people which sponsors and surrorts vars 
of liberation. The l-1PIPR bas s-ponsored numerons demon::;t-.rations 
against U. s. policy in Viet Nam and• compulsory military service · 
for Puerto Ricans. One of its leaders reportedly has boa5ted that 
the J~Fl[:PR has a l'lpecitl.l undergroUnd task force which is rendy to . . 

commit sabllto.J,;e and •fiolence. It is susp:!cted that some MPIPR mem-
bers have been to Cuba for sabotag~and guerrilla tra~ning. 

OOURCE: SCIB (&n) 15 f_,~ty 1968 

· AtmiEtJTICATIOll: Probably reliable 
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