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SITUATION INFORMATION REPORT

VIETNAM PRISONER RELEASE

/

As early as 3. July, Hsnoi had hroadcast that *hraﬂ U. S. prisoners
of war would be freed. In an obvious propaganda pley, similar to the
garlier release of ‘prisoners to Thomas HAYDEN's group, it tms announced
that the POWs would be released to the custody of a delesation of Ameri-
can anti-wvar representatives. The delegation was later identifisd as:
Stewort MEACHAM of Philadelphia, Peace Secretary of the Americen Friends
Sarvice Committee; Mrs. Anne SCHEER of Berkeley, California, wife of .
Robart SCHEER, an editor of RAMPARTS magazine; and Vernon QRIZZARD, an
anti-draft organizer from Cambridge, Massachusetts. The FOWs were lster
identified as bthree American airmen: Major James F. LOW of ! ausallfo,

California, vhose plane was shot down by a missile last Dacember 15, 1947;

MaJjor Fred N. THOMFSON of Taylors, South Carolins captured March 20, 1948;
and Captein Joe V. CARPENTER of Victorsville, Californis, ceptured
February 15, 1958.

. On 12 gy, ghe pacifist delegation had a shopovgi in Paris en-
route to Hanoi and in Paris met wilth Ambassador HARRTMAN and separafely
‘with the North Viet delegation to the Paris Conference.

Considarable confusion has evelved over the releagn of these
R Americnn' a8 was the nase in the previous release which allegedly irri-
tated Hanoi when “iie released prisoners were returned 'o the U.S. bty
military vather than commercial plane. On 17 July, a Hanoi brosdcast
' . indicated that the man were to bhe freed in t.ime to calch the weekly Inter-
} nalional Control Commission flisht from Hanoi to Vienliane, Laos. leither
: the POWs nor the peace croup delegation were on that flirht. Hovever,
on 18 July a Ha1oil broadeast stated that the Vietnam Committee For Soli-
darity With Progressive Americans obtained the pilots from the: Vietnam
People's Army polifjcal department and handed them over to the ‘represen-
tatives of the, "American People's Anti-War Movement." At the ceremony
the Vietnamese representative pointed out that the release was a "new
manifestatine of the lenient and humanitarian policy of Lhe Goverrment.
of the Demorratic RPpuhlic of Vietnam and a very significant action at
the moment when the U.S. Government. is intensiryinp its 0riminal var of
arﬂrnssion arainst Lhe Victnomese people”. .

Varnon GRIZZABD. r@provﬂnfinr the . Amﬂricans who nppn e the wvar .
of syrreasion in Vielpam" Lhen spdke and allepredly, amone obher Lhines
A _avornble to the Rorth Vielname:se, said "Americans. ean more clenrly nee
" the gtrength of the Vietnamese people from' these humanitarian acts vhile -
. the American Government continues the wvar."” . . -
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The released pilots also spoke. They expressed deap prrati’ arde
t.o the Covernment of the DRV, Vietpam Prople's Army, and Lhe Vieliamege -
prople for their humane and lenient policy. They promiead that taeck
in the U.Z. they would make the American people understand bet!ter the
great determination of the Vietnamese people to remove agpression and
find national independence, freedom snd reunification.

. .y

"After the ceremony, the pilots and pacifists left by car Cor
an unknown destination. Failure of the pilots to arrjve at Vienliane ' .
on the ICC plane on the 18th caused speculation that the North Vietnomese
might fly. them to Europe for a proparanda appesrance al. -the Pariz Con-
ference. ‘It was laler conjectured that they miaht com= out fhrourh
China or through South Vietnam.

. A traveler from Hanoi to Vientiane, who asked not to he ident- LA
ified, said he had seen the pilots at a news conference in Hanoi and . —
tha* he dowbted that the pilots had made their statemenrls antirely ’
voluntarily. He saild ICC scurces in Hanoi speculated that the three
men will not leave Nerth Vietnam until they have made a propaganda

.tour of sites where American hom%s had fallen.

—————

wﬂru¥~:;, ap.
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On 21 July Stewart MEACHAM of the Anti-War Committee repntadly
cablad the American Friends Church Orranization that their departare
would be delayed one week butl no reason was piven. The Ginte Depart- =
manl, jndicated tha'. they had not. received any ofCicial information | : —
relative to the release or departure of the pilota. On 23 Jaly .Lhe
Horth Vietnam Ambassader to Cambodin stated thal. the pilots were
"already free” since they had been Lurned over .o members of the
Ameriean Facifist Orcanization who came to receive them. He reluzed
further details. '
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Acain on 26 July the "released pilots” were nof. on the weekly G
ICC flight to Vientiane. This flight is *he only sechednled air source
linking Horth Vientiane and on'side epuntries that does nol pass
throngh Communist China. Travelers reporied they had seen the pilots
and pacilfists at the Metropole Hotel in Hanoi and that!, "Lhey are
living well". The Nerth Vielnam Ambassador to Laocs who waz aboard
thn plane said that the pilots would "soon join their families”. State
Drpartment officials again expressed puzzlement and disappointment
over the delay.

The State Teparfment's asserhed puzzlement over the failurn of
North Vietnamese anthorities to deliver the pilots to Inoz was derided
a5 2 "hald-faced lin"” hy Robert GCHEFR, an edilor of RAMFARTT marazine
wvhone wife, Anne, iz a member of Lhe Anki-Wnar Commitlae genking to briue
the men to the 1).5. :

No Iur'ﬁnr inlormabzon has been noted l.o dale--1 Awgugl, 1”“8 -

SOURCE: _Public news media - ) - _ e
e

RELIABILITY: Unknown : —

- ———————————— . . o ot - . .. L eese - eemem——————— -

e 0 T e e e e e T et . TR I S N
m"’.\ﬁa ;‘ . :-: *n— ,‘ ...‘__',;‘ e ~ ""'-t-:';-. s. S A..':-” : e - R4 -, .o el . os
. . P . b TV e -t

I e e



'C00018061
N o The menbers of the -'A‘nt.i-Wa:" Commihhée are:

- i "Leuarf MEACHAM: (Jamc Stewart, MEACHAN) A confident.ial sonrce of
® tLhe FBI advised on 26 June 1953 that he knew MEACHAM while hoth were
attending the Presbyterian Seminary at Lonisville, Kentncky. He stated
‘that MEACHAM knowingly associated with Communist Part.y members at the Qi
time. Source stated that in 1042 he received a letter Crom MFACHAM in —
vhich MEACHAM stated he was a Communist; that Communism was the wvave of ' o
the future and that hYe was throncgh with the church. Snbsequently, on
31 March 1064, MEACHAM vas listed as a member of the Ad Hoc Committee
for the 'l'riple Revolutfon (with such personalities as W. H. "Ping" FERRY
of the Fund for the Republic: Irving LAUCKS of the Center for the Study - .
of D»mocratic Institutionz; Michael HARRINGTON; A. J. MUTTE; Gunner . :
MYRDAL, Bayard RUSTIN, William WORTHY, Linus PAULING and lluch B. HESTER.) . 3
He wvag a delegate In 1965 to the Helsinki Conference, other delerates ' el
knoun *o0 include Carl BIOICE of People's Vorld, Herber! APTHEKER, —
Christopher KOCil of Pacifica Radio, veteran Morxist Alexander TRACHTEITRUR: ' '
"and Harold SUPRIANO of the DnRoizs Clubgs of America. In 1065, as peece
+ secretary of the American Friends Service Committl.er he was one of the
listed sponsors of Lhe HMarch on Washington for Fcare in Vietram, 27
Hovember 1965. Other sponsors included Erich FROMM, D. P. FLRMING,
Michael HARRINGTOH, H. Stuart. HUGHES, Arthur WILLER, John LEWIS of SHEC,
Carl OGLESBY of SIG, Rayard RUSTIN, Norman THOMAZ, Dr. BanJjamin SFOCE, -
Dr. Edwin DAHLREFRG, and Dermar WIISON of WSP. There are many additional
references to MEACHAM rerarding his opposition ko the HCUA, hisz activities
with Tnrn Toward Peace, Lhe Committee for Non-Yioleat A-lion, the Yerld
conrcress for General Disarmament and Peace, ‘the MNational Connrezsz for
Unemployment. Insurance, ete. Ile appears as a simnatory on an "Appenl
Lo the Conszience of Amariea for Peace With Honor in Vietnam™ fasned by
‘the Catholic Yorker, Lhe Commi!tee for Nonviolent Action. the Studont
Feace Union and the War Resisters Ieague, in which the signatories de- R
clared their refusal to cooperate with the Uniled States Government in R
rursuing the war in Vietnam and pledged to encourage ronscienfious
objection to military service for that reason. -

’.
’

i5

Vernon GRIZZARD--A Confidential source of the FRI advised in the
rast that 2h persons attended an organizers comference held in Chicarn
en 28-29 December 1963 for the purpose of forming the "call to .a found-
inr convention to he held in June 1964 for the formation of a new national
" Marxist-oriented youth crganization (the W.E.B. DuRois Clubs of America),
GRIZ7ARD, a student from Swarthmore College, was one of those in attend-
nnee, He was also reported by an FBI source to have been pragent at a
dinner to honor yman UMER (Fducational Secrelary of the CPUSA) and to

Tnise money forv the Worker, which was held in Ph1lndolph'ln on 27 Jne
1w,

} Ann OCHERR--Ann srnn-'.r-m, the Cormer Amie Rullerfield WFITIS, is
Lhn wif2 of Robert SCIFFR, foreisn editor of RAMFARIR and anbtivinh in
*# . - the New Left.. She was born 14 March 1942 in California, the dauvghter

~a - -

F.:.‘*'.?t‘-.’?:“"“ R ‘.“"" PR -‘!’-fm‘y-e,w TR R RS, G "'-w‘v” S

K ’~‘t




SRR Evorew 1 00| D SOOI % Y 3 | U W1 A 1 W PV

'c00018061

S Y .
o, e -

~of John C. 3. WETLLZ, IT and Andrey WFILIG, nee DAVIR. Ohe married
SCHEER on 22 Qctober 1965. A ~onfiden%ial sonree of the FBI ndvised ‘

. that ghe held an annual subscription to Lhe Communist Feople's Yorld R
at the time of her marriame to SCHEER. On her marriaae application
she listed her employment as "student. - :
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I6 August 1968
PROJECT MERRIMACK - Special Report

The Washington Mobilization for Pcace held a meeting
on 13 August 1968, to determine ways to commence a campaign
against chemical and biological warfare. The group laid the
groundwork for a long range plan to impede the production of
biological warfare weapons as well as curtailing rescarch into
this field. Five areas of special interest discusscd during this
mecting were: 1) Camp Dfetrick, Md.; 2) Edgewood, Md. ,Arsenal,
3) Pine Bluff, Arkansas; 4) Dugway Proving Grounds, Utah; 5) an
area around Deaver, Colorado, not called by same..

It should be noted that a targe number of thosc participating
in this mecting were known members of the Women Strike for
Pcace {WSP), and at one point in discussing financial matters
Barbara BICK, known WSP member, suggcested that the WSP handle
the money as they were a sound, responsible group.

It was also reported at this mceting that the WSP will be
holding a weekend retreat in September at a summer camp ncar
Leesburg, Virginia.

Attachced is a copy of the flyer this group is planning to dis-
tribute, among other places, on the buscs going to the dcmonstratmns
during the Chicago Democratic National Convention.

Attachment
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COO01806L - - ARE YOU AWARE?
. | 'SECRET RESEARCH:
'HIDES DANGEROUS WEAPONS

~

1emical and biological weapons are powerful means of ‘mass k;lling.
| Barry Commoner, Ph. D.. - '
washxngton University, St. Louis -
_ologlcal warfare is Public Health up31de down. It aims to hurt, to
ipple, to dest:oy - people, useful anxmals, food ‘and other plants.
Theodor Rosebury, Ph.D. :
. Prof. Emeritus, Washington U.
:a:vation as a weapon 6£'modern warfare has the particular property of
flicting suffering on ci@iiians while doing little damage to the military.”

Jean Mayer, Ph.D., D. Sc.
Harvard University

itery surrounds the death of 5000 sheep near the Dugway Proving Grounds

Utah where chemical and biological weapons are produced.

5usands of acres of cropland have beeh destroyed by chemical sprays in
atnam. There is no assurance that these lands will ever be able to

oduce crops again.

emical sprays, like Mace, are being used against demonstrators and strikers.

 * & & ® * ¥ ¥ & & k.

u have a right and a duty to demand of.your Congressmon that these scerct

seaxch and-manufacturxng pro;ects be exposed and termxnated-_also to urge '

.tifxcation of the 1925 Geneva Protocol.

'r further information communicate with: - ST .

men's Intcrnntional Leaguc for Pecace and Frecdom, U.S. Section
‘06 Walnut Strece, Philadeljphia, Pennsylvania 19103
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1924

1968

" The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, U. S.
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1924 International Congress in washlngton, D.C., urged that s

Cits Sections

Appoint committees to investigate the development of
chemical warfare and its special dangers, and to organzze
opposition thereto, both for the sake of endingAit and as a
means of educating the masses as to.the'real character of_wa:

in general.

Sectzon, said in February 1968

R

We view with horror that during these many years the:o has
been an enormous increase in research in and developmeént of

chemical and biological weapons by our government or under

k. .

gévernmept contract. We abhor the callousness and the erosion
of morality of an increasing number of hmériéan scientists who
are devoting their professional lives to tﬁe development of
such weapons of destruction.

we call upon the leaders of our government to take

T [

immediate steps to transform all centers of research in and

>4

production of chemical and biological weapons into centers of

. ,'lw'“,’..
'

research in and development of the means for eradication of
hunger and disease; and to destroy all of its existing stock-
§iles of chemical and biblogical weapphs./

We urge our govoernment to Eptify the 1925 Gcbqvn Protocnl
outlawing chemical and biological warfarg, and to work for an

international agreement banning the manufacture an@ use .of

chemical and biological weapons.

N
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 AUSTRALIA
AUSTRIA

BELGIUM

BRITISH EMPIRE -

BULGARIA
CANADA
CHILE

CHINA

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

nxxMAnR_
EGYPT
ESTONIA
ETHIOPIA
FINLAND
FRANCE
GERMANY
~ GREECE
INDIA
 IRAN

TIRAQ

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

Geneca Gas P'ro_lo'c"ol___ |

 Protacol for u(e Prohibition of the Use in' War

'0‘ i
Asph)mlmg, Ponmous or Olhcr Gaul.
" . and of
Bacterinkyical Nethods of Warfare,

E ﬁgled at Gm on 17- junc 1925

_ Tl\e text-of the substantive part ol’ the pmloeol reads

as follows: -

*“Whereas the e in war of aspllfxihling. poisonous
or other gases, and of all analogous liquids, materials

-or deviees, has been justly condemned by the reneral
opinipn of- the civilized world: and,

- “Whercas the prohibition of such ‘use has been

" declared in Treatics to which the majority of Powers

of the world are Parties; and,

“To.the el that this prohibition shall be universally
accepted as a part of International Law, binding aiike
the conscience and the practice of nations;

“Declare; _
“That the High Contracting Partirs. so far as they
are not already Pasties to Treaties prohibiting such

use, accept this prohibition, agree 10 extend this pro-

hibition to the use of bacteriolovical methods. of war-
fare and azree 10 be hound as between themschves
according to the tenus of this declaration.™

“The Protocnl has heen in force since 1928, Tt was
ratified by the 42 countries listed prior 10 World
War I 1t has been signed but not matified by:

RRAZIL : SALVADOR

UNITED STATES

- JAPAN OF AMERICA

NICARAGUA . T URUGUAY

- UNJON OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

. IRELAND
oy
LATVIA
Lmsﬁu

LITIUANIA

LUXEMBURG |

MEXICO

THE NETHERLANDS
NEW ZEALAND
NORWAY

POLAND

PORTUGAL

RUMANIA

SPAIN
SWEDEN
SWITZERLAND
" THAILAND

TURKEY.

VENEZUELA

YUGOSLAVIA
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f\re you aware of t-ha £act that ln the SLate Of ..-o.o-o.ooocooooocooo

~
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to.‘o-om.oo-oqcooooo.‘i.‘o‘.ot...o.ooc.c.--tooot.QQ..'.."Otoc»onvnboooouo

research and/or manufacturing of dangerous biological and chemical weapons

be exposed in Congress and that plan# for termination be introducéd; Ve
céll upon you tp use youriibfiuence on the militnry to urge that existing
stockpiles of chemical and biological weapons be destroyed and that thesc
installations be transformed ;nto research centers for eradication of
hunger and dlsease. We also urge our'Sethe to ratify the 1925 Geneva

Protocol outlaw;ng chemlcal and bxologxcal warfare, which has already becn

ship of the United States in the world.

Name ' Address
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Issued by: - .

» -

Women's International League for Pcace and Frecdom. u. S. Sectxon
2006 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103

is taking place,_;argely‘in sécret. We 'urge that this operaticn ;hd_otbérs

signed. by 42 countries. Such actxon would help to restore the moral leadcr-
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