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POTFNTII\L AC'I'IVI['I S _RELATING 'TO
THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION -

Ag indicated in prior ropor* z, the Democratic Party N=tionel Convention
(THC) 1e scheduled to open in Chicago, 26 August 1968, amide® an stmozphera b
of great uncertainty end spprehension. . In addition %o the normal hirh ex- ‘
citement and tension generated bty e major party naticnal political conven-

" tion in & year in which, following the decision of the incumbent. President
of the United States not to seek reelection, there. i= the nrar frantic -
activity in behalf of = number of. opposing candidates and groupz with
videly giffering platform policy viewpoints, there is added Lhe probable
difficnlties engenderad hy » threstened etrike of both bine and “nyxi
dArivers and a continued strike arminet the Illinois Bell Telephone Co.
which could result in s nesr communications blackont and haz resulted in
daily =aboltage of comminication lines through the szeverance of telephone

~rakles. To o1l that, must be sdded the increseingly stronm poreikility of
daneerone digorder a~d haracgment. arising from the vagh amount of protect
ard propamndizing activity appsrently intended by sssorted rronps wifh

racjal, peace, hippie, student, snti-administration, leftigt, snd riphtict
overtonesg. .

Tn congequence of all thiz. extracrdinary seenrity mearures heyond
arrthing aver before dnvigrd for a political convantion have already bheren
plnnued‘wrﬁ teing implemented. It is hoped that it will be poszible fn
prevent disorder and vinlence in *the galleries and on the convention *#all
floor as well ss cutgide in the proximity of the hall and also in the
rReneral environs of the city itself.

Chicago Police Depsrtment (CFD) officisle
amphitheatre with agents of the Secret Service
precautions.

are meatine Anily at the
and the FBI on =ecurity

A CPD spokesman said that everyone going to the amphithrstre would
he githjected to police checks for eredentials at hoth an guter and inner
prrimntar in the vicinity of the convention hall. The sige of Lhe arens
reportedly precludes any effort to admit the public Lo mallery zeats. Only
prraoors wilth eredentials jssued by the Democretic National Commithee will
be allownd to ﬂnLer.

Some 1500 pnlicemen, many of Lhem detectives §n plain elothers, wild
enard the aren.  Command Posts will he eslablizhed inzide and onloide the
avma,  The entire 11,900, mon CFD will ba on fwelve-hour shiftz,  Wationn)
Gunrd froops will he on stand-hy duty in Chicaro armories cvery niph' of
the convention week.

im Ahont. POO will be on rernlarly seheduled drills - .
each night. Plang provide for these troops to stop drilling near the ar~m  °~
and move into the streets if there sre severe racial or snti-war disorders. .. °
Extended use will be made of all personnel of the Cook County Sheriff's 3 '\
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officn. It ig oxpected that certain unils of the Rerular Army will ke on
- some denre- ol alert. :

Folice helicopters wvill fly constant surveillance over the five-mile
ronte from downtown hotels to the meeting.hall. Part of a parking lot at For’
the amphitheatre will serve as & helicopter landing pad. Policemen wilh:
long-range weapons will he stationed on rooftops in the smphitheatrs area.

Livestock shippers and traders who vork at the stockyards will be ' ¢
suhaected to the same scrutiny ass convention-goers. Even manhola covers
are to be sealed. ' The surveillance will extend to the city's three sir-
ports and bus and railrosd terminals so thet authorities cen he alerted
to the arrival .of possible ftroublemskers. Eight thoussnd more canisters
of the disabling chemicel MACE are to be delivered to the CTD this week.
A 2,135-Toot long chain-link fence topped by barbad wire hss tean erected

on the west side of the smphithestre. A vast 8 block-wide ares of stock-

ysrde, nov mostly empty, stretches to the west from the fence, providine

a.baffer zone. Other aecutity measurea. similar to the plan uged at the
RNC vill be in effect.

[ &

CPD officisls are maoking plans to house 1500 prisoners in the yard
of the Ccok County jail in the event of mass arrests durinrm the THC.
aZnflicient tents snd outdoor tollet facilities have been arranred for.
Arproximntely 1500 additional prisoners could be sqgueczed inlo the
eenty iail and the ecity's hcuse of correction by over-crowding Lhem.

In addition it has been contemplated thet dressing rooms s' Enldliers
Finld mirht be used as makeshift Jail facilities. The undersheriff of
Cool: County stated GLhat, "If we hclipvn 1/3 of the rumors we are hearinr,
we are in for a lot of tronble. "

| .s.:’

Ariti-var, a tifi-admil;isbration groups planning a protest masrch past m
the amphitheatre cherge bhat the show of force is designed to intimidate )
' dissenters.

. . .
On 13 August Senstor McCarthy told his suprorters inglos Anreles
sprech that he did not desire them to conduct demonstrations at Lhe
RC in Chicago for fear of "unintended violence or disorder." Any
rallies in his bhehalf should be held in the hometowns of the demonstra-
tors, ha said. "The presence of larpge numbers of visitors smidst
gymmer tensicna of Chicaro may well add to the possibility of mrintended
violence or disorder,” Sanator McCarthy statdd. McCarthy's campaign
off'irce grconded the Senantor's ples. An assistant said, "The police and
Lrrrnl, Service are very lenge. Tn an almosphere like Lhis {1l in very
liknly Gimt Lhare will ba some digsorder. We don't wanl. any of Lhe
Senntor's backars Lo be hurt, or grrested in Chicaro.” .
Opponents Lo the Tinlnam Wnr 'p'rndi.cf 30,000 Lo h0,000 protestors
s4 my -come to Chicaro daring the _convention and various proups of hippies,
yipples, students, snd black militants could swell the influx of dissidents
to 100,000 sccording to some astimates. Chicago already hes a, ronsidnrobln
hard core of hoodlums, lawless, and other potentisl 'roublemaknrs -

)
L.

Georre "Watnsi" Lord - former "War %ord” of the Blnckstonﬁ Ranrers. «
. 8 iqrge organized street genn of colored youth in Chicego, advised in
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* ‘vneant henrinrs conducted by the United States Nenste Commithen on Gevern- -
ment, Oparations. that it wms understood §n the ghaltlng Lhnt varions reoups
~ware poirn to concenlrale aronnd the convention ares and Lhat 1! wonld
"take hut one spark to start s hig thing on' there" - that there are a couple
of ruys in the Nationalist orpanizations who are very willing to go to jail
»)u'f to start that and that there sre people who are jnst waiting for an
eyxcige Lo start somethine. He forther testified that Lhe youth sanps sre
vell armed and even have som= prenades. . _— :

eCIC leaders, efter exprpssinu sbrong dissarisfarlinn with tha Ruc

choice of Nixon/Agnew, sre turninm their sttention toward the INC hoping
-to influence the delegates %o nominate a man willine to Tipht to *ronslate
the goals of “Resurrection City" into positive action. In Chieane, the
Poor People's campaigners will find it easy to turn ount thonsandz wvheress
in Mismi’ Beach vhere there are few Regroes it was necesaary Yo import
campaigners. It is probable that Rev. Abernathy and other SCLC laeaders
vill be less reluctant to indulge in demcnstrations stimulatire mass
arrests 85 to have done so in Miami mirght have put them in jail and
fnrced them to miss the ™IC. Abernathy has stated that they intend

"to be heard” but “without being disruptive.” Some SCIC leaders, notahly
Hosea Williams, reportedly desire more agrressive sction than. that taken
at ‘he RHNC. He told a meeting of the National Coslilion for an Open
Convention on 11 August that pogsitive demonstrations are necesssry knt
they must be nonviolent.. He said e wguldn't mind a bloed bath "bat Lhat
a xiolﬂnt demonstration wonld pive 54-2-‘¥§ 3 free pass to the White
fioase:. " ~ Althoush SCIC is not expected to endorse anyone, Williams said
he wonld he working o~ his own for McCarthy.

““1~9ahinnal.unliliza'ion Committe_to_ End_the War_in_Vietnam (IMCEWV),
is sponsoring demonstrations throushont. the INC period. A! a committea
meetinr held 11 August in Chicago, Rennie Davis, the committee's Chicaro
conrdirator and a memher of the Students for a Demoeratic Sorfety (SIG),

, and chajred by Davis, he nrred Lhat honsing be found for ont-of-town

i demonst rators coming to Chicago. The committee Js Lo tegin tmining on
20 Augact of marshals for the demonstrations. Ile ssid the committee
needs doctors snd electronics experts for the INC.

The Washinston, D. C.,AMICEWV reputedly is arranging for buszes ‘%o
earry loral demonstrators to the INC and housing i3 to be arrarped by the
Chieare Pegens Conneil, a pronp which has been active ngainzt Lhe Vietnam
War. No firm bussing plans have heen made yet. Helen Gurewi'z, a former
CP membnr, on 5 Augnat, told the Waghinpgton MCEWV that the Nat ional Meobilizn-
tiom Gommit.ten did nnl unnl racial trouble al the INC zo wonld not attrmpt
dizrplive taclies . Yoagl one hugload of dnmnnslrn'nrq from n C. wns
nreked for by the Na'innnl Commi t1,cn,

tvid Mnllinrer, NM(!PMV lreader, hins requestad Lhatl al) participants
4 TepOrk to. the KO er 50 movement centers Lo be designated in Chicapn. Three
ma jor centers are planned for Lincoln, Grant, and Hyde Parks. It should !
te noted that various groups have expressed interest in uf1117inp Chirngo's -~
rarks althourh, te date, apparently none has received official :anction
from the anthorities. Tentatively planned to date by NMCEWV are:
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26 Augost 1968 - A rally at Grant Park.
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. 2h August 1968 - Small domon1+rafions at fndnuction eﬁnfﬂrn, federml buildinms

colleces and other targets ro he snlertﬂd.,

25 August 1968 - Demonstrations at hoteln housing delepates with “he intent
: s of teating the firmness of the Chicago Police Department..

27 August 1968 - A damonsfralion birfhday party for President L. B. Johnaon
' : st Soldiers Field. There are rumors that- the cily of
. Chicago: plans to use Soldiers Field for L] hirthday parby
for the Prosident that day.

28 August 1968 - A massive march through Chicago to the convention site
) - where pick€t lines will be formed. Partivipsnts mey
engage in civil disobedience if they so desire.

29 Augus£"1968 - Demonstroiions at the three ma jor movement ecenters. After-
_ noon demonstrations at induction centers, faderal buildinns,
. and at CPD headquarters.

Rﬂputedlg the ﬂMCTwV, which includes members of the CP, may ini*iete
"crash-ins" utilizing several thoussnd demonstrators who would te stationed
2t the corners of the convention building for the purpose of a direct
confrontation with the CPD.

The - NMCEWV hag now initjated first aid training for individusls who
v'll act as marshals.

The Resistonce - a militant anti-draft group, will take part in the
planred 28 Aucust massive demonatration. Some may encerce in civil dis-
ohedience designed to disrupt the convention.

The Sth Avenue Vietnam Peace Parade - Committes plus n coalition of somn
100 anti-draft proups plan to demonstrate at the INC. Presumably this is the
sama activity that is being sponsored by the NMCEWV.

The_Radical Orpanizing Committee (ROC), Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
plans to participate in the INC demonstrations. They have heen in rontact

. wilh the RMCEWV. ROC members plan to be in Chicago 17 August - 2R Aupngt to

participale, This is the militsnt group thet broke awny from the Student
Mobjlization Commitlee. It has issved and is distributing a leaflet anfiflﬂd,
"Reoek Chicaro.” It calls for demonshrations apaingt the "warmonpers® at the
™. T1 ealls For mich Lhe samn sehadule of demonst.mlbions as Lhogn npon-
sornd by Lhe NNCEHV and in probalily a Joint partieipation.

The Valerans fnr Pnnvu in Vinlnom, Chiensn, which was ormanized by ‘he

CP 15 mailine lnallats Lo various anti-wat sroups ureing part.iripation in the

DHC demonstrations. The leaflet suggests that veterans who oppose the war .

take pert, in the Demonstrations by: marching into newspaper o(fices, teole-

vision and radio slations, distribnting leaflets, and marchine on the plat-

form committee hearings. It is inviting retired military personnel to Lestily
. . LY . . - .
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- Al the platform hearinga.

The Free Survivﬁl Commil.ten - a hippie rrnnp - hopng te Frinr 50,000
yoithas to . the city for a pop-music festival and "inconventjon.” They say

they will live in the parks but have not received perrission for the camp-
in. . )

The Brotharhood of Free Man (another militant "hippin" type of orrqni- K

- zation) reputedly may demonstrate at the INC.

. ‘Some members’ of thn Younr »ocialist Alliance, Washinrtor. D. C., the
sonth rronp of the Sonialist Workerz Farty (QWF; have indicated that they
want %o parbicipate in the demonstration.

You'h Interﬂational Party (Yip or Yippies), a ronwlomer»*o rroup of
hippies and others of the same ilk, plans to hold disruptive a~'ion in a
week long "Life Festival" in Chicaco during the THC. Tha Yippien include
an extremely loosely orranized group of eexual freedom advocsles, folk
zinrers, protestors of sll sorts, and various youny anti-egtahlizhment
aritators. Reportedly they plen to organize a zelf-defense rfroup ineluding
members of the militant Black Panther Party (BPP).. Eldridre Cleaver of
the BFP has asked Jerry Rubin, Yippie leadar, to run for vice prezident,
on the Feace and Freedom party Licket. Cleaver is a candidate lor the
Frrsidential nominatjon. The idea iz to mive the "Life Fastival” tLhe
flaver of a politieal convention. YIP Intends te hold n. meck nlection
n* Lincoln Park. Repntedly it will nominate a pip for Prosident of Lhe
tiited Rtates of Amarica--then butcher it and eat it. YIP has alsn
anmmeed a "love-in" for Lincoln Park whelher or not 'hwe ci'y anthorizes
sleepinr “here for a week or not. YIP will join the NMCEWV maszs march
planned for the 28th. :

The Hew Left is hopins for scme 50,000 demonshrators st the THC.
' Currant plans cnll for {wo circles of demenstratorz around the convention
! area to shut off all entrances to the convention hall.

The New York Student Rally Committee indicated that a comlition of
MrCoarthy supporters, peace, {reedom and anti-administration lorces is
genking to ranlly 100,000 students to go to Chicaro for the TNC. Chartarnd
hngsens are gscheduled to leave New York 25 August. Churches and sympathizers
arn heinr agked to provide free sleeping accommondantions. Bua ticketz are
being sold al. the flerdquarters of the Radical Organizing Committer and of Lhe
Sih I\vonnn Vielnam Peare Committee in Now York.

The Cenrlilfon -For an Open (!nn'vnnl.jnn = nrranized by Allard Towenstein -
alates i1 will slapere n rally on 29 Aupoak ~ Convenlion Fve = al Coldine:
Field., To date Chicaro officials hava not pranktad them perminsion Lo uze
Lthe 100,000 zeal field.

KF - . N K . .
The Enpelwood Ministerisl Asgociation - a group of Negro Protestant
Ministers, hes agreed to call for demcnstrators who will lie iy the slreat:
- aroimd the convention site in ordar to block all vehicular trafTie. A dnte
i -5 % . .t
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hnz" not, been set.

Rumer is circulatinm on the campus of Cleveland State University, .
Clnveland, Ohio, to the offect that groups planning to disrupt the DHC are
ocbtaininy counterfeit admission tickets to the convention. Accordinn to
the rumor, demonstrators will be furnished with these tickets in order to
lozad the visitors gallery for disruptive purposes.

Ramparts Marazine has indical:ed it vil]. publish a newspaper in |

- Chicago during the INC and list the schedule of demonatrations.

L ' : ! b an official of SDS at the Univerzity of
Orecron, and his girl friend A are reported planning to
attend the IWNC vhernpwin be a page. Ha reportedly hae suicidal
tendencies » is in need of psychiatric care, and is capable o(' comitf ing
violence., is a. ronner member of the CP.

. The Dow Action Committee of Los Angeles, vhich was fnfmnd o protast,
man:facture of napalm, plans to send a small delegation to the Dow Chemical
Company during the INC.

Donald Kalish; Uriversity of California Philosophy Depar! meM head
and a leader in t.lle Pesce Action Council, hag stated that he will leave
Los Anceles for Chicaro on 23 August to participate in demonstrations.

Members of *wo Nemro Yonth rangs - the "Jackson Execntjorers” and the
"fonl) Brothers" reputedly plan to shoot an individval (unidentified) at the
Bif. - The source 1g an FRI informant who has proved relighle in the pact.
Rrportedly theyr have alsoe advised ghette rezidents that they had better
stock up on groceries es grocery stores will be burned out.

The Cuba Group (AKA: Committee of Fifteen, etc.) a Cuban exile
orrarization anti-Castro, plans. fto organize an sutomobile rcaravan from
Miomi and other cities to demonstrate at the INC.

The District of Columbia's Damocratic Nat.ionnl Con: -on'ion delrrates
Plan to nominate Rev. Chauning E. Phillips for President az a favorite-
son ecandidate on the first ballot. Philip M. 3tern, alternate NHational
Commi ttreman-elect, will deliver the nominating speech for Fhillipse, who

iz the Natioral Committeceman-elect and delegation chairman. The dele(:nr.es."

alnctad T Moy on a ticket pledged to Senator Robert F. Kennedy, sre now '
mecommilbnd beyond the first hallot. Phillips, a member of the D, C.'s

eont roversjal Black United Fronk, is generally considered a mnderate smonp
1eend hlack milibantg.

“Me fornroing dona nob purport to be 8 completa Yistinm of ;roups,
individuals and activition sorfaced Lo date Lhrourh varioues sonrens. T
is more or less supplemental to the 3f-page report. issued at. Chiearo,
Illinois, 15 July 1968 by the FBI and captioned, "Demonstrations at the

~s

'National Democratic Convention, August 1968, " -
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. SOURCES: Government and pnbhlic news media reports.

. REI:[ABILI’I’Y: Probabtly erargerated but generally true in principlé.
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