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SITUATION INFORMATION REPORT 

• 
The University of Chicago's noted psychologist-psychiatdst 

Dr. Bruno Bettelheim contributed an article jn the Sept~mber 1?69 
issue of Encounter, a British literary puolication, on the world's 
(especially America's) adolescent rebellion. The Austrian-born and 
Vienna-trained {reudian psychoanalyst cxperi(.'nced thr concentration 
camps o( Nazi Gern1any and fled Europe in 1939. He has since spec­
ialized in the psychological problems of adolescents and published 
sm.•eral books on the topic. Bettelhcim addr~ssed the- House Spr.cial 
SnbcommitteC' on Education last March (his rnost significant co•m­
ftl(.'l\ts ~ere reported in the Situation Information Report of 11 April 
1969) and drew {or 'the Subcontmittee a comparison br.twer.n the con­
temporary American youth experience and its many similarities to 
pre- and early. Hitler Gern1any. 

... 

Altholtl!h Dr. Bettclheim treats the topic of "Obsol<-te Ynuth" 
and their solipsistic isulation empirically, at times, and theoretically 
at titnes and tends to ·view the overall modern campus trauma tno purd~· 
thrnugh the eyes of a psychologist seeking psychologic~l and psychiatric 
solutidns to what he views as psych-type probl~ms, and nverluokin~r 
several important additional- societal vectors, his J¥eSentation of the 
basic problems and his sugJ!e&ted solutions cmr.r~e a!'l pt~rhaps revn­
lnt.ionary"but most assuredly imaginative and worthy of serious con-
s ide ration indeed. 

Dr. Bettelheim wTitcs that ntodern· ynnths see themselves as 
obsolete and without a fntur~ in our autontatf'!fl technocratic and com­
puterized aRe. ArthouJ:h American youth claims the social stimuli 
n! the draft, the war, the Nr.gro and poverty, tht'. rehellinus German 
ynuth hns nu NcJ:rn "problem to rally aruund anrl the Vi<:tnam War has 
only a rc;nuitc influence nn the Japanese rarlical. What thc~·n, aslcs 
Dr. nc•ttr.llwhn ill (~nmmun l.n sn wide! a CI"OSS sc~c-lion of w•,rlrl youth? 
Th.t~ illlf;\\frr•hc~·bcli~vr.s is that they arr. nil :tJ.:ainst lhr. Anwric::ms, 
p r•! s 11111<1 hi y hr. c·a.u11 r n ( the! mn ~n il.url t• n ( llw i a· nr i I Ha t• y c• !':.f.:\ h l.i,; hnw n l, 
ami <·Spc;da.lly l:hc~ bumh~. :thry rf"'-n"t sr.c a need f•H thrm!'lrlv<-• in 

·· acivancintt civilization heitcc society does not need them: This stimu­
lates the desire to build a wholly new and different !utt1re where their. 
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impact on events that. shape so.ciety can be Celt. 

. Additionally Dr'. Bettelbeim theorizes that modern youth is 
advanced through puberty (a developmental biological t'ventuality) but 
li~ld too. long unde~ parental and generational domination through 
adolescence (a psychological and. socioiogical manifestation). .In most 
ol the small gro.up of leaders ot the radical left, intellect wa~ c:J_eveloped 
at·m\\ch too early an age and at the expense o( ~e·i~ emotinnal develop .. 
. ment. Although exceedingly pright soma.remain emotionally fixated af 
the age of the temper tantrum •. Time Magazine (September 5). in report­
ing on .the.artic:~e in Encounter believes that Dr. Bettelheim devoted his 
mo•f careful scrutiny to .the activities of the most yadical student leaders 
anci" blame8 their shrillness· ~n pare.nts whn raise them wilh halC-bak«!'d 
psychoanalytic theories.. We should not suppress our inn~r rages but 
should facP. then1 cinly in thought and only in a safely struclureQ. treat­
ment situation. Bettelheim repoFts that according to n1any childreR 
they do"not learn (presumably in .. the home) to repress aggrf'ssi.on 
enough. Over pern1issivl- parents ·exploit their ch.ildren (demanding 
high grades, social accr.ptability, etc.) to fulfill their own narcissistiC' 
needs. The parents chuosr. to follow Freud when it S\\its their co~veni­
en('e and demand "V-idorian" conlormity where it does not. This incon­
sistent parental handlinR CciJ'cr.s·on youth a senseless uncertainty about 
lhdr own identities that turns to self-hate and later to resentment o! 

· the world at large. 

Caanpus rebellions can and do paralyze -universities. Not only 
because buildings are occupied and classes are intc't-rupted but because 
the energy of the administration and !~culty must be devoted to caln1ing 
things down. Time which should be devoted to lasttnJE scholarly achieve­
ments must be diverted to forestalling the next confrontation. 

Betlelheim believes that while colleges and universities should 
be~ open to. and invjting reasonable discussion of any and all relevant 
improvetnents and must be in the vanguard o£ initiative !or constructive 
chanJ.tr., they shoulrl be sure o£ their values and take·a determined stand 
a~ainst coercive intimidation. What apf!ctacle could br. mc~re irresisti­
bly attractive tha~ the students feeling that they have the faculty on the 
run.· • 

Dr-. Dt•ltcJhcim wr~s from his obS(!rvali•Jns and ••xpr.ri•mcc that 
too many who now go to c.()llege havciittlc intt~rest, ability, or. lise Co.-
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what now constitutes higher. education. (Or-. Bett~lheim ex_!:ludcs- thosti r::_:. 
seeking training in the firm 1ciences.) Many would be better ofl (feeling 
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a sense ·or purpose and n<)n-obsoleAcr·nce) to Sl'(~k a hiJ!h level erluc:atiun 
closely linked to a work proi~am (a system widely empl•Jyed in the 
Soviet.ti.nion}. Thi·a would give sco.pe to the need of youth to be active 
while enjoying tangible achiev~ment in the immediate present. · Such a 
combination of practical and theoretical apprenticeship would, believes 
Dr. Bcttelheim. consti.tute a much better arrangement Cc)r thusc youths 
who {eel no· deep COnlmi.lmPnt t0 study and reSt'arch (thoSP. who {eel 
this comn1ilment will always b.e a relatively small part o{ the adnlcscent 
group). Dr~ Bettelheim_ su&lgests a yonll1 ~crvice pru~ram o( several 
years "duration in which the young cnuld work un socially relevant prn­
jects while earning pay and getting higher professional training as they 
do. After this work-study program only those would J!ll to universities 
who really. wanted to·. By that time most. W'luld havt• acquired. a real 
stake in society because they had helped shape it and would proba,bly 
be hettrr prepared Cor permanent jt>bs because o( training rcce..,ived. 
Civilian service could be an elected alternative to military Sf'rvicc 

. . . 
thus elnninating the need {or involuntary consr.ription. Dr. Bettelhcim 
is convinced that i£ every able-bodied person had to serve two years in 
one program or tlw other (the· military sr.rvicf') then• wonltl be no 
scarcity o( those with a preference for twu years in tht! Army. 

Without a following, the extreme student radical lt•aders woulcl· 
·nnt rrprcsent a threat \c) tht: academic instilntion. It is llw· mass ~up­
port the radical lcaclr.rship arouses bt!causc n..C ~r.ncral unrf'st among 
youth which alone makes them dangerous. Our runts bclon~s nn how 
to provide our mass of young people with the real life experiences and 
the emotional satisfactions they need, for these are•very dif(t'rent from 
those whkh their largely unconscious inutivcs will go on pushing them 
towards 'for want o£ better direction. 

The National Socialist White People's Party (aka Amcrkan Na;d 
Party) hrtd a natiqnal conference at Fairfax, Virginia, nn 31 Au!lust. 
Rt:,;nrtc·dly, the group will try to build a larJ,tr.r nwmiH:rship and strive: 
fur a lwttcr public i_mage in order to form the base <•.C an c{{cctivc politi­
<:al parly. . 
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.. 
CALENDAR OF TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES 

Astcrjsked items are either reported for tht- fint time or con­
lain additions ui' changes to prc.!\'iously reported activities .• 

all It Winter *N~tionally :- The aggressive National Welfare Ri[!hts Organi­
zation is planning a "fall • winter ofCensive" o£ school boycotts, 
marches·on welCare offices, refusals tn pay utility bills and 
rent strikes. ·Dr. George Wiley, l'nilitant hlack cxN:utivr.-dir~c­
tor u{ the organizations, said welfare recipients will boycott 
schnols and. march on weUare oCCiccs iC additional funds Cor 
school clothing. at"c not granted. • 

*At thr. demon.stt"atitln ·sponsored by th~~ Chicago Peace Council 
and thP Conspiracy nn ZB August in Chit·ago to c:ommemoratc 

.. 

· thl' confrontations at the 1968 Democrntic Nath,nal Convl'ntion, 
Rennie Davis, one nf the Conspiracy Eight rldtmc1ants, was om~ 
uf thr. main speakers. Sylvia Kushner. a CPUSA membrr, was. 
the nwdc-ral<lt". In the course nf his rt~marks, Davis stated that 
he desired to see mutinies occur at A;•·ny bases in the United 
States. He said the fall program o£ the anti-war movement 
would include: 

li September - a demonstration at an uniclr.ntified California 
city, where, according to Davis, "establishment leaders, 11 

will be meeting. 

2.4 Septembrr -a demonstration at Chicagv, Illinois, to pro­
test the triills o{ the Chicago Eight. 

.. 
B-It Oc:tohl!r.- Dr.mnn'stratinns in ChkaJ:o to prntrst Lhr. tri<tls. 
sns is c-all in~ fn r "'il ilanl a dion unrl<~ r I.J~c~ H In J!;t n '1U r in~ thc­
Wnr llumc." In support n£ SOS "dnin~-t tht•ir t.hinJ.,t." . . 

~_N~.l..\:.~W.l• ~~ sps lR ..fa.ll i~g for rll~lliOilR l r :\I. in nR in lJW S I. n•r.l.,; 1 

() n lhr. campuses I and in rrnCfiics across Lhl! counla·y L(, ')>rn-
test the war. • 

•• 
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ieptentbe r 6 

.· 

5eptember 5 

' • l 

Septemb~r 6 

Septcmbt~r 7 

• 

15 Nnvember - Massive de'"'"'strations arc- planned for 
Washington, D. C., and San F.rancisco, ·California, a·s a 
climax of the fall proaram against the war - for the "big-

. gest militant.march ever. 11 

*Detroit, ~ichig-an ':" Milton Henry, black extremist attorney 
for black .militant exp-t.-iate Robert F. Williams, has an­
nounced that Williams will return to the U. 5. A., cntr.ring 
a.t" Detroit one ~eek later than harl been ririllinally planned· • 

. Henry Cited. difficulty in getting plane reservations as 'the 
reason. The FBI has said that Williams will be arrested on 
a fugitive warrant on. his return. While the1'e is ample rea..; 
son to believe Williams would like VP;ry much l:n be leading 
militant blacks in their activities in the Un'itcd Statr.s, the 
threat o[ imprisonn1ent may continue to keep him out of.,the 
country • .. 

*Dayton, .Ohi,, ~ The National Association for the Advancement 
·of CnloredPr.nple in Dayton, Ohio, is planninJJ ch~monstratioas 00.! --· 
tu show support of civil rights"activists who filed suits in Fed- rr:' 

• 

eral ~ourt, Washington~ D. C., claiming discrimination within he JjJ&i 
the Fe-deral Gove!-rnmcnt concerning employme-nt pt·actices, ... 
promotions. and equal nppurtunitics. NAACP nwmb~rs anrl tf·J .,, 
assnc-ialr.s plan to mt"ct. in Dayton nn -lSt•plcmbcr. ancl lhr.rc~a(tcr 
establish picket lines at Federal installations in tlw dty. Re-
portedly, on 5 September, buses will dr.part Columbus and 

·Cincinnati, Ohio, Cor Washington, D. C. • 

*Washington, D. C. - The informant was a.dvisPd that busr~s 
would also depart other citic,ls arriving Washin~tton on 6 Septem­
ber. Upon arrival in Washington, the demonstrators will split 
into two groups, one group plans to visit. the Department of 
Jnsticc; howev.r.r, the action planned fur the scconcl group was • 
n<;t rcportdd. All de.n1onstrations reportedly will be peaceful. 

Washingtnn,. D. C. - The Caesar Chave~-led United Farm 
Wnrkr.rs Orttaniv.~nA Committee, which has brrn prbmntin~ • //.}. 
:t J.trapt~ brtycul.t t(, clcmnnc1 hi~-tlwr wngt•s fnr ~-tr:tpr~ wnrkr•rs, F~ 
plan!~ tn dc•munstr.Mc at Washin~:tnn, D. C., nn 7 Sr·plmnlu~r. ~ )lf)f 
Tlu~ dc.•munRlrnlnrs will hold n rally nt lhr. Sylvan ·Tiu:al.r•r · 
near the. Washingto~Monume:nt. At the conclu.sinn of .th~ rally, 1,211-t,, 
they will mar~h td .t\r~ington Cemetery, where ·thcy·hopc to . f- · 
hold a ntass near the grave of Robert F. Kenned~. · They arc 
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5eptember 8 

September 9 

September 9 

Septembc r 11 

• 

considcring.inviting .Mra. Ethel Kennedy to be one oJ the main 
speakers. 

~Clevel~nd, O~io .. Reportedly, a Jetter issued by "Citi7:ens 
Inquiry lor Legal Defense, N. James Carlson, Chairman," 

. Al'lnnunced that at a meeting., the conviction of Fred Ahmed 
Evans, a Black Nationa1iat leader convicted u£ murdering· 
three policemen in Cleveland, Ohio, in July 1968 wa:s dis­
cussed. 'The letter proposed that. picketing be cnnductcd. 
on 8 September 1969 at the Federal Building (presumably in 
Cleveland) aeeking support of the United Stales Department 
o£ Justice to investigate the conduct of the Cleveland Pl1lice 

r' 

DepaTtment. Carlson, a professor at Case WcsteTn Reserve . 
University in CleveLand, was reported in 1962 to have been 
chairman of a local or~anization of Hu~ National Conuni,tlce 
Cor a Sane· Nuclear Policy, a p'aci!ist group. 

*San Francisco, California - Leaflets and flyers distributed 
by dissident elements in the San· Francisco aroa indicate a 
dcnlonstratit~n is planned to p~otest the banqtwt and visit of 
Vice-President Spiro Agnew. w·ho will be repres.enting the 
White House at the Japan Week festivities in San Francisco. 

A cu:tfitinn of SDS • .Los SietC' de Ia Ra.7.a, Chinatnwn I't<-fl 
Guard, the Asian American Political Alliance, the High 
School Student Union, and otheJ"S'have caJled n series o£ 
protests and actions ·to protest Japan Week ~nd ·also the 
11'\ternatic.,nal Industrial Conference the next week. 

New Orleans, Louisiana - Southern University was the 
sn•nc o{ much disruption the past school year anrl former 
studf.lnts have now urga.nized Thr. Black People's Party, 
which is c;lling fc>r the repeal of riot lcgislalinn, a rc~ 
traction o{ the governor's statement. that troops wo~ld be 
sent tn troubled campuses. the reinstaterncrft or snspendeci 

.and.cxpdiNl students. and the tlismi.ssal nf loJinl dutrgt•s· 
a..:nituJI. Btndt•nts ariainJZ frnm Jnsl yt~nr',; rlisrupl.intlf". lt(•­
porh~dty - a Jlf.Oltfl nC ex:pellt•d ltttdt•nls lll<l.ns ln rlis rttpl. . . . . . . 
r.cliistralion activilius at the University heginnin" 9 Scplcnlhc:r. 

. ... 
Chicagf), Jllinnis ;- ·Eugcni""elildstone, a n1embor oC th~ 11 

Steering Committee. of the ~ Mobilizati0 .n Chmmjtt~e to 
End the War (main or:ganizer and sponsor of thc.~roposE'd 
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.iepten~bcr 12 

5eptember 13 1r. IS 

5ept.embcr 15-20 

,. 
• 

..... 

major demonstration of the f>~ll - Notvrmb<-r IS - in \Vashington, 
D. C.), h~s stated that organi~ers will visit campuses alter 
school starts in September to develop support fur the fall dcmon­
slrations. A militant, but non-vitllcnt, denlnnstratioo will be . 
held in Chicago to support the "Chicago Eight," on 11 September. 

. . 

*University of Pucrtn R~ =·The Federa~icJn or University Stu­
dents fnr Independence has announc.cd that it will hold a sit-in 
at the University of Puerto Rico qn lZ Scpten1bar tn demand 

. that the Reserve Officers Training Corps be abolished. 

*·Washin(!ton .. D. C. -A Quaker A~tion Group plans to demon- ·/ll. ~. 
Strate at all entrances to the White Hnusc on these two days. F_" 
The dE"monatratnrs wit~ follow the curr<:'nlly popular anti-war ) ,,,, 
p~otest action by reading _the names q{ individuals kille~ in 11_" _ G.ca 
Vtetnam. ., ~ ·1 

... 
*San Frandsen, California - A five-day Intt'rnatinnal Industrial 

Cnn!enmc:e (IIC), a quadrennial affair conducted by the National 
Industrial Conference Board and Stanfnrrl ReRNlrch Institute 
(SRI}, will bt' held at the Fairmount Hntcl in Snn Francis en. 
Thr emphasis since the first c:onfercnc<- in 195; has bt·~n tln 
nctnsinJl the• \Vorld's Income Gn·p." The:- Ctlltfc.•rt•ncl' will 
hrin~ lu~c·llwr sntnt~ 500 rr.pr«~sentati~cs of majnr industries. 
technok,gical, and financial firms like U. S. Steel. IBM, 
Chase 1\.tanha.ttan Bank, etc. General Confc renee Chairman AAJ'44. 
is David Rockefeller; Chairma~ of the Intcrlllt"\tional Council J( <la4_ 
is. John Loudon of Royal Dutch Shell; and U. S. Council Chair- tr" /''111 

man is Roger Bluug~ of U. S. Steel. . . '1.~ Iff 

The April Third Movement, a coaliti<•n uf prnlc•st groups at 
Stanford University, Paln Alto, California. which has pre-
viously been active in denlonstrating against the Stnn(ord 
Research tnstilute, has announced that it wHI sponsor demon-
strations September 15-ZO, during th.e Confc't"enc:e. The J\pril 
Third Movement, which is dmninatec1 hy SDS, is ln act as the 
c."uorrlinatnr for rndic'al dcnmnslrat.ions ~t llw Cnnfc;rt•ncr., nnd 
Sl.nnrnrrl Univr.rs ity is lu be uscrl tl~ a bn!>r. nr OJ)l~ rations. An 
r.ady cstiri1atr. is that from 3, 000 to 5, 000 rndknl dr.monstrators. 
mainly from SDS, will travel to San Fra.nds(·n rnr U1c~ Confer· . . ~ . 
CIH"e. The students ·say tlrr.-~nfcrcncc "iR rh~signt~d to <~.nnsoli-
datc the dor~ninion•of. the multi-national corporations in th~ third 
world. 11 The movement has also announced that·tt will continue 
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its investigation of Oovernnumt research at both the Instit-.1te and 
the University and will also· consider other areas. ·Authorities · 

• 

feel there· is a definite possibility of violcncr during the demon- '-· ·· 
strations. President Nixon reportedly will speak at the cnnlercn.ce 
un the 18th. Lea"Jlet• and Oyers distributed in tbe San Franciscn 
area indicate. "massive demonstrations" were advertised Cor that 
~vent;. 

.. 
The Coalitinn (see 9 September San Francisco item) is callia,g 
for demonstrations and a Peoples' Festival during the week 
(15-19 September). The Coalition plans demonstrations, ''tO 
expose the men who own, .. run, and control this c:nuntry and much 
o! the world .. 11 The C9alition says it "will stop the conferen-ce. 11 

The demonstration on the opening day - aiml!d at lhe 1-... arirmonl 
l·lutd - ~aUs·for a rally at U a. nl. at either Uniun Square or 
"washinJ!ton Square and at 11:30 a.m. - the peuple will move on· 
the Hotel "to stop IIC. 11 

The Pc,lples 1• Fr.stival, schcdi~h~d fnr IZ-14 Sr.plembcr, will 
feature music nnd ar·t. Organizers ar\' repurtt~dty nc~otiatin~ 
lor usc of either Union Square or Washin~ton Pnrk. 

Southwest, United Stat<'S - Mmcican-A1·ncrh:an andnllwr Spanish­
speakin~ youths intend tu shut dnwn the schools n£ the Snuthwc:st 
on 16 September· in a demonstration of sulidnrity and protest on 
·the an~ivcrsary date ·nr the Me~ican RcvoluU\m. AccorrlinJ: to 

R\tdolpho 11CQrky" Gonzales, leader o( the: C1'u&adc Cor Jnstic.:~. 
cr militant Mexican-Amr.ric:an group, it-will be a demunstratinn 
"to change the whole educational system to relate tu our needs. 

During a speech at Fresno State Coll~ge, Sac.ramcnto, California, 
Gntw.alr.s c:-

1
allr.d lor action on· his "Azllan Plan," whit·h lw hopeR 

will unite all Cactiens of Mexican-Amcrir.ans in the United Stalt!S, 
This plan calls Cor all Mexican-Americans tti' stand as one natiun. 

*W:.u~hinttlr,n, J>. C. - Thr! Anwric:nn Snd,•t.y r .. r lmlnf;l.ri:d Sc•c·t~rily, 
a 1101~-prn(it, J)rufr!&Rirmal !IIC!t~urit:y sudety will hnlcl the Fiflc•c!nlh 
Annunl Sc:minar nf thr. Sncidy at ttw Wn'!hinJ!lnn-Uillon llfJtld. 
Sc!curi.Ly ufridal11 f~m industry and Govc!rnnwnt will join .t"J.:t•tiH!r 

• • ..-......,":J'. .. , 
and take a hard Jnpk at lhe security problems they £ace and at·- -
tempt to arrive at intelligent solutions. 
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Chicago, Jllinnis - Trial h"ll' hccn set (u r 24 Srptcmbc•r fur the 
"Chicago E.ight" protest leaders indicted on. charges of cnn­
spiracy to incite a riot in connection with thr. disorders at the 
Drmncratic National Convention last Call. All right plt-aded 
"not JXnilt:y" .in Fcdt-ral District Court nn 9 April. Each drCr.n­
dant also facrs charges of crossing stat~~ lines to foment dis­
order or to olhr.rwise :i,latc the Civil Rights Act of 1?6R. 
Rennie Davis, Bubby Scale, John·R. Froincs, and Lee Weiner 
had their travel rcstri.ctions eas.d but arc required. to keep the 
Court fully informed o£ their movements. 

Chicago, Illinois - SDS is rr.portcd to be planning to participate 
in a demonslratiun on 27 Seplembt~r in snppnrt of the trial dt>Ccn­
dilnls, . the S(~lC-proclaimcd "Conspirac:y Eight." Other protest 
activities are being planned later during the trial. .. 

October-Nuvcmbc·r ·In view of the number of actions alrr.ady_ nntcd as pla~nr.d co·r 
Odober and November, 1969, they arc not rcpNttcd in this 
week's c.~alcndar. As additional or new infnrmalion bccotnes 
<wailablc rc this period,. it wiil be included in subsequent 
issurs. 

SOURCE: Government and news media.. 

RELIABILITY: Probably true. 
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