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SPECIAL INFORMATION REPORT 

• 
Unil,•cl Ntlliuns -Sponsored.Wnrlct Youth Assemhl v 

The U. N.~-Mpnnsnrml \Vorlct Yuuth Assc•mhly, afl,·r n loud &mrl 
nq:unwntive nint•-day history, ,•nd~:d nn 17 .July 1'~70. Tlh: t'llllft•t•t•twc, 
allt•nclt-cl by sunw (,50 rlt:lt,f!atc.-s from :lJlpruxinlal.dy 130 nation~, \\'c\S 
nndunhlt"llY a mnjur disapJ)nin-~r.nt..,tn many moclt• r"'tr. diplumat.s. The 
,·onh•rt•nct• ~ns so C"nn1plc~b·ly clnnlinatC'cl hy cle'!IC'f!tllt•s frnt~l cnnu11unist 
stalt's and thdr sympal~i?.c•rs thottllhis c-onfc~t·nc.:l', tlu.• fir'st SJ)tmsored 
by tlw U.N. , will pr-obably alsfl be the la.sl. • 

lnlc~rl•stinf!ly, Lhe RnHsians wc•rt• initinJly upposc.•cl to tlw con-
n~pt of n world youth t~onfc.•rence. After the• plan wa.fi approved, however, 
the RuHsians wa.stc:d no time in nrJ!a.ni?.inl! aJJ wnrlcl fnrt~C'S from thC' 
left. lly ,·nntraRt, wcstc:rn-r,rhmh~cl amt nnc:ummiltecl national delegates 
wr.re nnivdy trapped in tht: pnlitic-~J manipulation oC"t'flc wnrlcl commu­
nislt nmvrnwnt. ObRr.rvers bclic•"V&~ thnt gt·nr!rn)ty•spc.·nkinf! the majnr 
t:nginr~erin.: jnb n( the confC'rt•n(:c! WaR hanrllc~rl hy pruft~ssiunal young 
leftists Crnm the Praf!Ul~-hasc~d Inlernatinnnl Unic."' of Students and the 

I Dudnprst-based World Fed.,rntinn or Dentnc:rnlk Youth. Although parti­
cipants were: ·auppusc.•d tu br. ZS years u{ ngt~ or younger, a number of the 
cast block partiCipants were~ r&:t:nf!nized proCessionals who had learned 
their 'tactks at past youth festivals in various communist capitals. Many 
of the communist so-called youth clelegatcs were pressing 40 years of age • 

The t"onference was highlightt~d by dc~nnndation and by delegate 
walkouts, not to mention. cat-call and hissing tac:tics during various 
sessions of the conference. When th~ western nr nonc-ommiltl•cl dde­
gates walkt.!~l out thP. result was nlerdy ntH~ of rnc:e-savin~ clif!nity. ~ Whl•n­
the communists wallced out. however, ;twas always at a c-riticnl thne 
desiRned Lo prevent valid votes on key topics . 

Some of the noteworthy r.vcnts anrl prnchu:tR of the Youth Assl'm­
hly wc:rC' thest.•: The dc~leJ,Eiltc~s wc•rr trt:atr~cl tn :\ tunlr or llw wnrl:ll n{ 
New York's slutn areas; they further hacl the nppnrtunily tn hear :1.11 
address by Jarvis Tyne'r," ·long-time CPUSA. youth activist and present. 
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• . -. ·; .. ~~ ~-:1.irsnan u( tlu~ flccl,:lin,: ,-nnmumist ynuth IJrf.!nni~atiun. the· Youn~ 
Wnrk,·ro Libcrnthm Lca~uc; i.n a (JUSt aHah•lllbly nw•~Lin~ nne or Llw 

) 
n•n,-n,nny l'tllntnlttc.~cs srnt a lclt~Arntn tu Nnrllwrn lrt!lnncl's 1\crn:a-
clt•th• Dc.•vlin. dl•plnrin~ hc!r rl'!'"cnt inlprisnmn\mt "" chnr~•~s ,,r 
indtina; to riut: ·thl• asscnlbly c·nntfc•n1nrcl otll fotdML r·~·~inu:s inc:lmlin..: 
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Grc.•rc·c, Spain and Pnrlngal; it c:allccf rnr tlw otbn.litiun uf the! bi~ P"wc.•r 
\'t~t'u .in the U.N. SeC'llrity Council; it dcmotnclc•r1 tlw withrl rotwal uf 
lsrLwlis rrc;n, t1CC'upicd Arab tc.-rritorit"s; it called rnr thr achnissinn .,r 
Cnmmunist China tn the u. N.; it '""llt·d Cur tlw c.•stahlishnwnt ur il 
dcmnt·ratic stat .. ~ in Paltstfnt"; and it rlc~mandc.·tl tlw inmwrliatc~ n•ss;atiun 
uf Anwric.-nn a~t.trc.~ssion against the lndu-Ch\nmu• J>c•nplc· :mrl tlw with· 
drawal ur American lrnnp~ anrl tlw 'rc..•t'Uf!nitinn nr 1111' riJ!hl. uf l.lw JWnplt~ J 

• 

uf lnclu-China to rh~lcrminc their nwn rl"stiny without ~urt•is:n inlt'rfc•rr.~nn•. 
As an art .. ~rlhtlUJ:ht ~an amt~ndm«-nt ~t,.thc~.!srn.,Ji rlt·l•·.s:ntt•s). tlw ass••mhly, 
artt~r hc!atc•d wranghn~. also dt!man((cd that the ltusauans h•avc C7.t•ch-

'- . 
oslavakia. .. -~ 

It has b~cm reliably rc~purt.r.rl t.hat t·hc Anw rir'nn dt"lc.:atc•s tn th~ 
assen1bly wt~rc! 1 by and JnrJ:c•, in~Hc~clivc!, Tht• r:nmmunist fnrct•s . ~-
suct:t~c~dml in Sr!c:urinJ: mcurt kry vntcR in nttlRiclc! t'Uilllllittc•as by tlw r 
simplt! ac·t. uf summoning Rympnthi~cr Rlrcnj:th !rum otht!r uuwlinAS in 
tinw tn t.'ARL n vntc. · " , . . .. ., _, 

·In Klllllll1ilry. Lht: assc•mhly in ,rwt·ns:nitic.fn ur Ll'tr. as~h ann·ivt~rsary 

n[ tht~ foumlin~ nf the: U.N. wns nn absolute~ ri:\scn nncl intcrn01linnal cont-
' munist prntJAJ,:nnrloL fnrum in whkh tlw Wt!Rl~t·n rldt!J!alcs played it · 

straiJ!ht and nbtu:rvt~rl the: r·ulcs anrl Llu• c:nnm~nnist J~nvc:';ntnrnts n1aclc 
sure that "nuthin" wonlrl lu: lt:fl to c:hanc:c!. In a number u£ cnses, an1bas­
sadors coadtt~d frum the sith•lint!S and some rlit>lomats actually partid­
patccl as cJclc~ates. Att Lhr. aHscmbly cmtlc~cl, StH:rr.Lary G(·n~ral U Thant 
praised the participants !ur 11your behavior ancl spirit n£ cooperation. 11 
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