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MARCR 29, 1967

FOR MMEDIATE RELEASE

Oftice cof the White ricuse Press Secratas .
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THE WHIIE HOUSZ °

STATEMENT BY THI PRIZSILEN

I have received the report from the committee which I appcinted en Tebruary 1S
td review relationships betwezen the Central Inteiligeace Agency and private
Amecrican voluntary organizations. This commitiee consisted cf Uader
Secretary of State Nicholas Katzenbach, as Chairman, Secrstary of Eealth,
Educatian, and ¥elfare Johe Cardnsr, and CIA Direczor Richard Helms,

1 aceept this committee's proposed stateme=zt of policy and am dizeciizg all
agenciss of the government to implement it {ully.

We will also give serious consideration to the committee's Tecemmendstion
"that the goverament should promptly deveiop and estgblisa a pudlic-private
mechanism to provide public funda openly for overseas acdivities of organiza-
tions which are adjudged deserving, in the asticnal intevess, of public suppore.”’
To review ccacrete ways of accemplishing thia chjecive, I am eguesiizg
Secretary Ruek to serve as chbairman of a special committee whichk will include
representatives fTom the Executive, the Congress, and the privale community.
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The yesrs immediatoly after World War II saw a susge of communist sctvity
in orgasizitions throughout the world, Studeniz, scientists, vetzrans,

worten and prefessicaal grovps wese organized izto interaational bedies

which spoke in the cadeaces, advocated the policies, and furthered the interests
of the communist blec, Muck of this ac:.‘wnty was organized, d.-ec:ed. and
financed covertly by communist gove roments,

American organizascna peacted {zem the fizst, The young men azd women
who founded the Unitsd States National Studexnt Assaciatice, for example, did
80 precisely to give American youth the capacity to held their owm in the
international azena. But the impcertazncs of studenu 23 3 fcrce ia intezmaticnal
evests had yet (o become widsly understocd and NSA fouzd it diificult to

attract private support for ite international activities. Accordingly, the Urnited
S:ates Governmen?, acting through the Central Intelligencs Agency, provided
support for this overseas work.

Ve have taken NSA as an exan ;le..' While 2o useful prrpose would be served

by cetziling any other ClA progzams of aseistasce tc privare American voitztasy
organizstions, ola fundamenzal pciat should Se ciegrly stated: such aasistance
wag gives pursuant ¢ Naticsal Security Council pelicies beginzing in Octcher,
195i and with the subseguent concurrencs of hizh-level senior inler rdepartmesnial
review committees in the last four Adminisiratioas. In Tecember, 1663, ina
elassified repert subtmitted after 3 year ¢f siudy, a putiic-private Presidentisl
Commistee on Information Activities Abrasd specifically encorsed both ovest

and covest FrogTAmI, udut.‘.x:g those assisted by CLAL__-__ . -
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