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SHoar-DOWN OF A USAF C-130 BY SOVIEr AIRCRAFT
ON 2 SEPTEMBER 1958

I. SUMMARY

1. Soviet !!.ir Cllefense communications reflected the "shoot down" of a
USAF C-130 aircraft near Erevan in the Tbilisi Air Defense District on
2 September 1958.

2. The USAF C-130 was reported «1)) flying over northeastern Turkey
on a course approximately parallel to the USSR border until it reached a
point (40-36N 43-42E) near Leninakan (see Chart 1), where it penetrated
Soviet territory at approximately 1205Z. Subsequent Soviet air warning and
fighter air-to-ground communications revealed that at least four fighter
aircraft of the Soviet 11th Air Army participated in the "shoot down" of
the C-130. The target was reported destroyed at 1213-14z at approximately
40-23N 43-55E, about 30 nautical miles northwest of Erevan.

II. DErAILED REFLECTIONS OF USAF C-130 FLIGHT

3. The C-130 airrnft (Track No. 78451 was initiaUy reportedmat 40-301L.
41-0 E at 1141Z by theL mfbrOadcaststationlmmm l

Atthllltlme the aircraft was 75 nautical.. mllessOuthwest
of' Batumi,Thes.:Lrcrart was tracked
on a due nLo-r~~e--~n-g~-o~~~~~~~~a~~~~w~en it apparently faded
from radar observation and tracking reports terminated.

(b)(1)
(b)(3)-18 usc 798
(b)(3)-50 usc 403
(b)(3)-P.L.86-36

4. The aircraft was next reported at 41-23N 41-46E at 1147Z and subse­
quent reports revealed that the C-130 was on a northeasterly course to
within approximately one nautical mile of' the USSR border at 41-30N 41-55E
at 1148z (see Chart 1). at which time it was identified by the Soviets
as oneI lalrcraft.TheC-BQairCraftthen turned
and proceeded on a southeasterly heading until it reached 40-56'N' 42';;25'E! Ib) (1)

at 1153Z, at which time it changed course and flew o,ue-east towBJ:"d the Ib) (3)-50 USC 403
----- ," : (b) (3) -18 USC 798

USSR bo.rder· lb ) (3)-P.L. 86-36

~
Tra*ingreport6~~~~~~~~t~~ttwo Soviet f;tght~;~rcraft/of •

wei'eairborne at Erevan/at U52Z in response to the C-130.f'light.
see paragraph 7 for details). An al;titude of 9,500 meters (311160 feet)

was reported for the C-130 at U57Z. Whena.t 40-56N 43-05E at ,l158Z the'
C-130 aircraft took a southeasterlyheilding and proceeded to .40-36N •
43-35E at 1203Z. The C-130 aga:tnaltered its course at 1203Z and proceeded
due east, crossing the USS~~TdXkish border at 00-36: :3-4~E at approxi­
mately 1205Z. The C-1301oias identified as an L __ jaircraft when
at 4o-36N 43-45E at1206Z. The C-130 was then trac ell, to 40-23N 43-55E
and was reported at this same position from 1209Z through 1213Z. At
1210Z theC-130 was identif'ied as one II IWith two "MIG 15/17" aircraft ,L...an....,d-a-ga-i.,.n-a..,t....,1."2,.,,1~3.,,Z,.....a-s-o-n-e......'..'a..,i-r-c-raft
in combat" with four "MIG 15/17" aircraft.

6. At 1213Z, while at the above position, the Soviets reported the
C-130 at an altitude of 10,000 meters (32,800 feet). Although the air­
craf't was reported at 40-23N 43-55E at 1213Z, there were also two reports
that the aircraft was at 40-16N 43-55E at this same time. The C-130 was

1. RZCB 00203, RZAB 22801, RZFY 00101
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again reflected at 4o-23N 43-55E at 1214z. Soviet air warning faciiities
broadcast a message at 1213Z and 1214z indicating "target destroyed"~" No
further position reports were passed on the C-130 and at 1::;20Z an "en(j. of
track" report was passed. Soviet air VU'D1Dg (see Chart 1) and lith Air Army'"
fighter air-to-ground communications ((1» reflected a minimum of four\
"MIG 15/17" aircraft engaged in combat against the C-liO' and one "MIG 1,/17"
aircraft which was possibly serving a back up fUnction _, t

III. DEn'AlLED REFLECl'IONS OF SOVIEn' FIGHTER REACTIONS

First Flight

7. At 1152Z, sixteen minutes before the C-130 penetrated the USSR­
TUrkish border, the first fighter reaction (Track No. 0582; pilot suffixes
582, 583; two "MIG 15/17" aircrartl rat Erevan) was
initially reflected in air warning communications; th~ fighters were

'" 'approximately one nautical mile west of Erevan and flying on a due west
course (see Chart 1). At this time the C-130 was appriQximately 43 nautical
miles from the closest point on the USSR border and approximately 110
nautical miles from Erevan. The fighter flight (0582)' proceeded to 40-10N
43-55E at 1154z at an altitude of 4,000 meters (13,120\ reet). At this
time the f'ighter night (0582) assumed a northerly heading and new
parallel to the border until it reached 41-10N 43-55E ~t 1204Z; the flight
then altered its course to a southerly heading and flev -- at an altitude
of 8,500 meters (27,880 feet) -- to 4o-36N 43-55E at l$08Z. When at the
latter position the fighters (0582) were approximatelYlsix nautical miles
from the C-130 which was reported at altitudes betweeni9,OOO meters
(29,520 feet) and 10,000 meters (32,800 feet). At the 'same time, 1208z,
the fighter flight (0582) was also reported at 40-30N 43-45E where: trackdng
temporarily ceased. '

J ~

8. Tracking resumed at 1215Z when the fighters wc~e reported circling
at 10,000 meters (32,800 feet) at 4o-23N 43-55E, the po~ition at which the
C-130 was reported "destroyed" at 1213-1214z. The fighter flight was then
tracked to 40-30N 43-55E at 1217Z, when it was identifi¢d as four "MIG 15/17"
aircraft.

9. Fighter flight 0582 then proceeded to 4o-36N 43-55E where it was
reported circling at an altitude of 7,000 meters (22,960 feet) at 1224-25Z.
An "end of track" message was sent on flight 0582 at 1235Z,

Second Flight

10. Soviet tracking of thi RfCQod flight Qf fight;a' aircraft (Track No.
0201, two "MIG 15/17" aircraft J Leninakanj pilot
suffiX 201 218) was sporadic; however, this flight was :reported as J I

I ;J,~gainst the C-130. The initial position repoii-t of this fighter
night; f) ,indicated it had merged with the C-130 at r.o-23N 43-55E at
1212Z (see Chait,),,) at an altitude of 10,000 meters (32,1300 feet).,! Fighter
flight 0201 was not observed a.gain until it and fighter flight 0582 separated
at 40-23N 43-55E at 1218Z. Fighter flight 0201 was tracked to 40L36N 43-55E
at 1221Z-1225Z where H>c-ircled at an altitude of 7,000 Jiieters (~2,96o
feet). At 1231Z an "end ot""track" message for thio flight was s,t.nt.- .. .

Third Flight

~1. ~e third fighter flight (Tra~k No. 0577; one "kIG +5/17" of
la:tErevan; pilot suffix '577) did not take;part in the des­

truct on o~he C-130.",J,t was initially reported at 40-1QN 44-35E at
1219Z and wao tracked at iirialt.!,tude of 5,000 'meters (16,400/feet) to

.-...... -', 1, '

-----......... :
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40-l6N 44-05E at l,22,,-1222Z. Track No. 0577 was identified as one ''MIG_
15/17" aircraft and was reported to be "circling" at this position. Fighter
flight 0577 then proceeded south to 4o-l0N 44-05E at 1226Z where it circled.
No further tracking was observed on fighter flight 0577 until l242Z when
the flight vas at 4o-23N 44-45E. The flight proceeded to Erevan and
tracking ceased. near Erevan at l244z when a "track fading" message was sent.

Air Search

12. There were no. indications from tracking reports that the Soviets
conducted air-search or reconnaissance over the area where the C-130 was
reported destroyed.

Related Fighter Activity

13. Available fight'er air/ground communications related to the "shoot­
down" indicated that:

a.

b.

c.

The weather in the area was good; cloud cover was reported
from two to three tenths;

No attempt was made to warn the C-130 or force it down intact
prior to the initial attack;

Four fighters I ~8uf'f'iXeS 201, 218, 582, 583)
participated in the acti.vity. Suffixes 201, 218, and 582
were observed attacking 1;he target and one suffix, possibly
201, reported that the t~get started burning after his third
burst (see below, paragra~ 19).

d.

IV. COMMEN'IS

the C-130

14. Considering the fact that\there we.re no references in the re­
lsted air-ground voice communicatio~ to evacuees or survivors, together
With the reported results of the attack, it is doubtful that there were any
survivors from the U.S. aircraft. The\Soviet\fighter pilots effected
the "shoot down" with deliberation and ·precision. The confusion which is
often evident in Soviet air warning co~icat~ons d~rjng GGI activitv was
not apparent in the "shoot down" of 2 se~ember\,l958l J

15. I r4ispla~ed extreme sensitivity
to flights in adjacent areas of Turkey and Iran fc;>r several days subsequent
to the USAF C-130 "shoot down" on 2 septembe~\1958\ '

16. On the evening of 2 September 1958 t~o "l-lIG 15/17" and otle ''YAK­
25/MIG 19 aircraft were scrambled possibly in r~action to an unidentified
flight proceeding from the Lake Van/area towards\Trabzon( At the time of
"scramble" the unidentified aircraft was at least·<:~ 'nautical miies from
the Soviet border. ":'.

..

17. On 3 September 1958 very little flight actj,vt.ty was poted in
air defense communications; however, eleven unidentifle4 flights were
reported in e e on 4 Se tember 1 8' at least 9 ot these were
identified as At least
six 11th Air Artrty Soviet ghter so . a· rewere
reflected in Soviet tracking reports, possibly in reacti~.....!~o·the unidenti­
fied flights in Turkey.

(bl (11
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18. The nUl/lber of the flights identified by the S6viets as) . I

I----~~~~Ldecreased on 5 and 6 September 1958 and QY 7 Sept~mp~r 1958
they were given the normally assigned designations indicating t~t the
period of increased activity along the USSR/Turkish border had terminated.

19. Two articles that appeared in the Soviet newspaper Sovetskaya
Aviatsiya on 19 and 20 September 1958 described the interception of an
"enemY" target by\two pairs of Soviet fighters. AltQbugh th~ri! was no
mention that the target was a U. S. aircraft or that/the target was
destroyed, it was o~vious that the articles contained a description of
the Soviet attack OD, the U. S. C-130. The newspaper~ reveaied the follow-
ing information: \ ' ! !

a. captain~OMANYUTA/1 ' ; I
Leninakan) controlled the intercept operation. upofl in1ti14 detection ot..··
the target, the contro:4,er ordered the scramble of .11. pair! of fighters (l¢'d
by pilot 201) from his llirfield (Leninakan). Although tlie' take-off of .i
these fighters 'waa delayed seven mlnutes because 6f a dell.at storm at tj{e
airfield, a pair of fi~hters (led by pilot 582) was immediately scrambled/
from another airfield/(Erevan). Pilot 582 was Senior Lieutenant LOP~TKOV

and his wingJIBn (probably/.suffix 583) was GAVRIWV:' pilot 201 was.iSenior
Lieutenant KUChERYaEV~and his wingrran (probably silffix!~18) was Senior
Lieutenant iVANOV~' , , , ,

..
: " " :

b. Senior L1euten~t LOPATKOV made th~ fi~;;t attack ~ri the target
during which he turned on his /.gun camera. His w:i.n~, GAVRILO'V, followed
and fired three bursts during Qis attack. The t"rge'ti was thelJ,' attacked by
the second pair, Senior Lieuteriants KUChERYaEV &rid XVANOV, after which the
first pair made a second attack/..on the target. / .'; ....i

c. All fighters returried to the home! ba~~ of piiot 201 Leninakan)
~ the senior chlef, a General/.. (probably comlna.ri4ing officer
L-..,j)'" congratulated them on the successful cOmp~e'tion ...6f the'i1':r::-::m=s~s~o~n-."'"

Films of··.the attack taken by the g\lfl cameras were latez:/ examined by the
General who··.expressed his satisfaction with the qual!ty of/the combat
operation and {longratulated the pilots for theiI'pro~!Clericy.

'.
' .

....
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