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CREST 
Document Retrieval 

Overview · ·· 

Unclassified 
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CIA Declassification Center 

What is CREST? 

e~ CIA Records Search Tool 

• 

• 
• Database of U.S. government records 

released by the CIA and the NGA 
• EO 12958 and other directives 
• Technical 

- Laserfiche 
-Windows 
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What's on CREST? 

• - 657K docs 

• -10.5 M pages 

• Types of docs 
-Memos (internal, external) 

-Reports (finished intcl) 

-Letters 

-Cables 

Unclassified 

Unclassified 

CIA Declassification Center 

Collections 

• Consolidated Translations 
• General CIA Records 
• Ground Photo Caption Cards 
• Joint Publication Research Service 

• 

• 
• National Geospatial-Intelligencc Agency 
• National Intelligence Survey 
• Scientific Abstracts 
• STARGATE 
• Berlin Tunnel 
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Types of Searches 

• Basic Text 
• Advanced Text 
• Metadata Field 
• Combination Text and Field 
• Fuzzy 
• Advanced Field 

Unclassified 

Unclassified 

• 

CIA Declassification Center ·• 

Basic Text Search 

• No more than two words or phrases 
• Operatives 

-And 
- Or 
-Not 
-Within 

• Combination 

Unclassil}ed 
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Advanced Text Search 

• More than two words or phrases 
• Operatives 

- & (And) India & Pakistan 
- I (Or) India I Pakistan 
- - (Not) India - Pakistan 
- "#(Within) "5 india & Pakistan 

• 
- () (Parentheses) (India & Pakistan)- Central Intelligence 

Bulletin 

• Combination 

Unclassified 

Unclassified 

8 . 

* 
CIA Declassification Center • Metadata Field Search 

• Document Title • Parent Doc# 

• Name (ESDN) • Folder Title 

• Document Date • Job Number 

• Orig Classification • Box Number 

• Document Type • Folder Number 

• Pages • Document Number 

• Copyright • Media ID 

• Decision • Collection 

• Exemption Code • Year Released 
Unclassified 
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Search Window Tabs 

L. .. - · .; ·:::.:..: .. . - · r-•• ·,; ,;;,; · . .::: . - . - . . . 
~,;:::;· ::- -t;:, ..• ,r·· · · '- · ::·:9 
~=: l 

Basic Text ~ ·- ·~ ,.;. .: . , Customize Search to j' 
Sea.ch Tab 

1 
.. _ Oueoy Metadata F;etd' 

Fuzzy Search L i Ad•ao!"dTe~ I 
: Search Tab j 

~-/~~ =--~~~ .. - ----- .s:;:;;:_~-~1 
Unclassified 

Unclassified 

CIA Declassification Center 
Basic Text Search 

Buie Te~t Sf.! c1n:h 

Unclas.Sified 
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Search Results Window • 
• Hit List in Windows Explorer View Details 

• Sortable Hit List 

• Re-sizable Hit List 

• Document Metadata Fields 

• Number of Hits with Number of Occunences 

• Displays Occurrences within Document 

Unclassified 
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CIA Declassification Cente1· 

Search Results Window 

Unclassified 
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Open Documents • 
:_"'-- : ~· I Double-click on an hit I 
--· . .I ' ,.._...__ .. IJ 
r ... '-----·-- l -'L---·--'-'b=~====----·---"'-" 
~I.!'.U.~.a-· --·-··-- . : -::;~: ~~-..:=-~ .. ::.....::.:~ 
-;:.-:::· =------> 

· :-~ ~ ! 
..; , ;;~.~~ .... -. ---

Unclassified 
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Unclassified 

CIA Declassification Center 

Viewing Documents • 
I llcdaclinn 

~r.· 

:..&F"~Fu!r"'Q~..ct' 

I +0-A.'(-ol)o . A~T(0 fii)-

· :...;;C~~d ·•··· r<,o:<PoGESl 
~-~-1Utt~ 

. g...,. PIG«. 
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Advanced Text Search • 

Enter search terms using 
operatives(&, 1. -,and"#) and 
Wild Cards 

.!1.-----··___J 

{)ndassified 

e . • 
Unclassified 

CIA Declassification Center 
Search Example • . 

All docs with both India 
and Pakistan 

India 1 Pakistan All docs with either 
India or Pakistan 

India - Pakistan All docs with India but 
not Pakistan 

India '5 Pakistan All docs with India 
within 5 words of 
Pakistan 

Unclassified 
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' • * CIA Declassification Center • Metadata Field Search 

a Document Title • Parent Doc# 

• Name (ESDN) • Folder Title 

• Document Dale • Job Number 

• Orig Classification • Box Ntimber 

• Document Type • Folder Number 

• Pages • Document Number 

• Copyright • Media ID 

• Decision • Collection 

o Exemption Code • Y car Released 
Unclassified 

Unclassified 

CIA Declassification Center 
Metadata Field Search 

Click~=-:·· ----~---­__ ... 
··­-.• ...... --ow .... -

UnClassified 

. ~ · 

..... .,._ ··-· --­c:-:-:-.. -.-
' ........ 

' ....... _ .... 

-
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Unclassified 

.• CIA Declassification Center • . 
W Metadata Field Search Example 

. ~.J:J~.I 
~ V' ~t-• ~t ...... .,.. I 

JPP~ j 
_, .,. Search Criteria: I 
·~·-·----·~ TeKt contains words "India" and "Pakistan" j 

r:-~::; I 
.J J Title contains "Chinese" and "Communist' 

r "" ·~· _:_-_ _£.in that order 

. ·::::~/Dates are. between 1 Jan 1950 and 31 Dec; 
F-·...;_· . 1965 

- -~ ~ -" ... _ ........ ,.... ·-·----·· .... 
Unclassified 

Unclassified 

A CIA Declassification Center 

~ Displaying Other Documents in 
a Folder 

Uncla.~sificd 
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C~A D~classification Center. • .. 
Dtsplaymg Other Documents m · 

a Folder 

CIA-RDP80S01499R0001 0002 

UnclasSified 

Unclassified 

CIA Declassification Center 
Fuzzy Search • 

• Finds similar words or phrases 

• Not recommended 

• Time consuming, 

• Useful because of bad OCR 

• Two types 
- Number of letters 

- Percentage of word 

Unclassified 
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Unclassified 

CIA Declassification Center 
Fuzzy Search • @I '2 =s,..._.., -.it% W ->' 

"'"'""~1 .. 0' .... :---

.. J .. o __ , -:· 
.>:>.-!, 

:_',';=~.c;;;- ·--L.!""b""-'!L...l~~ -..1.!·:"'-"-'"--~.i:~· ~ ·, -~ 

J 

r·----- ----··---· ---·-­
,------
.._ .. m-;;;_;-·-·- ··· ______ _ , __ -.---------

Number of letters ~ ~a-• 

or ~~-,-~ F 
Percentage of word / ··~~·'"" . 

..:'---· · --·~- ----·-' 
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CIA Declassification Center ·~o 
Fuzzy Search 

~~~~--~~=====:::::::::::::=.....:..·. __ :..:.::Jolil 
f"_l;"'.t:: •. ~ .. -~ ~~~ ~--
._J.PA=-.. : ·,_~·,,.J~ 

t= , . .:.-.~·=·· t .. _ 

'"'"' .... "r..w..r 
,. ........ _11 ..... :i-
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;lllo•P-· .. -, .. ""' ...:....t-.IW-;.-4 ... ;r~o;.-.-;r­
,;w.or-• ... -..o.-;-.-, l ,..: •~ro..-llftiii"D~IU' :ti-:.;._'Tnna 

~"Coot_u,.,..-., "..; •t:.:-'fi>•S.:'Ciftl'to:Wofltr•-. 

--.. ·~~·-· : !..~:.:·~:;:,~~-:.:::.:: ... _ .• _,...,,_, .. o.:··-~ ........ 
'" "' .. , ........ .: 
"-' /.:rlo: ..... L~VC.II~-UI 
.... 11 ,., ....... -...;t..,.; ............ __ 

••• """'J'Dfi.'.:U.t:us.-... ~;.!ll'lrl'":t' 
- •ll oc.OCllllct&l_l,- ..... t, ... 
~N0,'-"'1 

"'" ....... .MI)U,II;11'.1UUI'•J• 
»~ ,.,_,.~'""' .. '(M.I"IoiiiG:O•I"''~II~ 
Nl"""""l,.....,t!RO'If';l••'l•11:olll<• 
.ai'Nt< "-'"'"--:••ltl!Y.lif.C"'P 
rn--....u>•.o.ra .... ;.,. • ....,,~\.1 
..,~.,:O.'I:J•••'•""'"'..OTt'"oiiS 
,:, KL!•~-.. -·:-:trc.(-

H~~~=~;...:: ~.:.::::.:;:·=~::::~:S-" 
~lf;:~ · ~..:.....:.::.:i~.~·;.~: ... ":::'~=J 

Search result contains documents 
in which India is misspelled or was 
OCRed incorrectly. Search hits are 
in bold type. e.g., Ida-; mnda; ·:::: 

, .. - ..... ~·-··· ... .~t ... . . - .•. .,.....c.--···· .. -·-..... · •r::r·-··· .. ·- -~ ---~ .... -...... ot-...w., • .. ., ,,..._,,.-:l .... nY> ......... -··""·Jo-...... } 
....... •,•ro-~.o.-l,:.o,•••u..,.t •t...,,.., .. ,,, ...... 

L:s:.:i~n:.:d:.:i:..; :.:.in.:;i.:.; .:.id:.:.:i;:.:.e::;t:.:c,;,. -------~~ ·~~~;: 
... ___ ,,., ~ .. ,_._ .. ~.-.... ·--"···,. 
....... ~·--·~-···~-.... - ....... .... ,.. 
,~ .............. -.--..-. ....... ~ .............. -.~,-.;. 
·~.to, ;<.&~lfl-'"'"'"'~• ... ~_, .. .;....o-•,otoJ.w . ••::~' _ .......... ~~-.... -_,,, __ ·- .:1 

_..J " -....... , ............. .. 
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CIA Declassification Center 

Browsing CREST 

• Time consuming 
• 

• Combine with other sear~h strategy 

• Useful in some situations 
-:OCR bad 

- Finds documents as organized in CREST 

• Like Windows-Explorer 

• Expand hierarchy 

,A 
~-

Unclassified 

Unclassified 

CIA Declassification Center 

Browsing CREST: Example 

Unclassified .. 
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Browsing CREST: Example • ·""'-'·! cr. ... ,_ ·- ,_ pot. • ... 
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Double Click on 
any document to 
open it 
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Summary • 

• What is CREST 

• Types of searches 

-Basic text 

- Advanced text 

- Metadata (Field) 

-Fuzzy 

-Browsing 
llnclassilicd 
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