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Beale Treasure - Fset or Flction?

Editor's Note - This article oa ne Besle Code snd the
history surrounding Mr. Bezle is submitted by Vietor Thayer.
Vic huss spent muny hours and months in research on this subject
- onz of his favorites - and belleves that he is very close
to the solution of the cyohers, That the Beole zffairt®of such

intersst to so m=zny, 1s the reasson that we sre vzry hapoy to
submit Vic's very coamplete resesrch in the iatter

By Victor I. _Thayer .

Conpetition is getting heavy in the wvalley, and the Besle
Treasure may soon be evacucted from 1ts original resting place
where it wos devosited neiyrly 150 years sgo. TH'ers are going
211 out to find this lost hoard thyt wers buriled by Thomas
Je"g son Bessle & party in 1819, the first burizal, =nd the last
in 13231, . .

In Hovember, 1819, the chill shroud of exzrly winter blank-
eted the hills snd hollowe of Bedford County, Virginia, The’
whistling wind blew through the trees znd ovexr the Blue Ridge
Mountains snéd velleys, Tne creek 2nd river bsds wsre froz:sn
with a2 thick co:rting of 1ice.

Seven “Pruirie Schooners” wesre le:ving deep, rutted tracks
in the rozdvzds. These "overl-ni bzarzges" were hzuling the first
Do rtion of gold, and silver. A handsome man with dark hair and

-—he

dark eyes wzs le*ding the convoy, Thomas Jefferson 3Zezle, “We'll

stay at Buford's Tavern tonight, and pull out ezrly in the morn-
ing.™” Hes szid to his expedliters, ™We can tury it up Goose Cresk,”

“I'11 be glad when it's buried safely, seven wxgons of gold
is-too much to haul around the country." Sold James Bird, who was

one of Beale's close compzanions,

After resting at the Virginia tavern overnizht, the csrava
continusd to its final destinstion, -up a trall thist bordered
Goose €reek. This trall led through a “;39" in the Blue Rldge
foothifs, near the "Pezk of the Ofters.”

WA LT

The men were rugsed and cradled cocked rifles <nd muzzle
lovders in their aitms. This wasgon trsin was a rather strangs
sizht to the area of Virglinia, Th°se n=n had broug Ht their
pPrairie schooners with the gold 211 the wzy from Saonta Fe,.

Pinalleyv Bewle ralsed his hoand =nd haulted the convoy.
"Let's bury it on this hill, " he commanded. The busy men hurriedly
dug 2 hole deep in the esrth. He ordered taen to line the mm=
enormous hole with flat stones. Gold =snd silver bars were lowered
into the pii, =2long with brimaing kettles filled to the rims with
gold .dust. Beale then ordered the men to cover the pit with the
treasure in it. The hole wis filled 2nd covered with leaves, =s
Beale cut a mzrk, to identify the locition, on 2 n=arbr oak tree.

g.a CcTn nwn
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Taey we already taling about returning to Sznta Fe for
snother lozd ﬂs they sippved their coffee in a camp not far from
<he burizl. Concealing the trensure was stimulating thelr
zappirass and they had foiled many alleged holdup bandits,

Tnomas Besle had gathered 2 band of restless, rugged :
. Tirzizians who were willing to explore the plains and after
sncourtering wlld buffzlo herds znd grizzly bears, this hillbilly

ts:dof‘buffslo hunters snd adventurers were severzl months later
ickizs up gold nugsets from a ravine, Each man was to recelve
sn egual shore of the gold and silver. Bssle suggested they =21l
. woxXx llke parunﬂrs. A mzn was chosen to cook, snd some to guard
the treasure. They would receive equal shares also, Bezle said,

Iqeir mining equipment was packed in from Santa Fe, which
¥38 then part of 0ld llexico, The men worked the ravine and mine
for two yesrs, uncovering an z2budance of weszlth. EHe knew they
sould lose their lives as well as the gold. EBe was designated to
transzort the first wagon-trzain bzck to Vi*sinia ¢end bury 1t in 2 =
safe locotion. It was not seafe in the west due to hostile Indiocns
and outlaws thus it could be safely buried in Virsinla by Beale
and 1C of the 32 Virglnians accorponisd by him. They would z2ct
£s drivers and gusrds. The others stegsyed at the mine 4 second

fourney was nade to Virginia with the seven schooners in D°cember,
1821

" & man named Robert Horriss 6perated 2 tavern in Lynchburg,
V2., 20nd Bezle hod knowvm of Horriss' honesty and integrity for

=any Fears.

The last time Morriss hesrd from Bezle & porty was in

¥ay of 1822, after the buffalo hunter had lelt

The tavern owmer,

Beale wrote:

t the metal box with
for safekeevinsg.

"With regards to the black metzl box left in

jour chzrgs,

I have a few words to say, and, if ‘you will permit me,

sive Fou some Instructlions converning it. IT contains papers

vit2lly affecting the fortunss cof mysell snd many others engaged

in dbusiness with means, in the event of my death its loss might be
lr*eparuble. You will, therefore, see the necessity of guarding it
with vigilance and c2re to prevent so grezt & castastrophe. It

tlso can.ains sone letters addressed to yourself =nd shich wlll be
recessary to enlighten you conceraning the business .in which we zre
enzaged,. - Should none of us ever return, ‘you will presebve carefully,
“ne becz for ) veriod of 10 years from the date of this letter, and

if I, or none with azuthority froma me during that time dem=ands its
restorcstion, you will open it, which can be done by removing the lock,
You will find in addition to the papers zddressed to you, other
yaDers which will be unintelligibls without the zid of a "key®? to
essist you, Such 2 key I nsve left in the hands of 2 friend in

this tlace, s-hl-d sddressed to yourself und endorsed: NOT TO BE
SEZIVEIED UNTIL JUNE 18 32! By pezns of this you will understand

Your Sincere rriend,

fully 2l1ll Fou.sre regquired to doj; Signed:

ceue c2ale,
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ft w2s believed Beale =nd party might have been xilked by
reneg-de Indicons. He never returnsd. ...

This is on alleged treasure burial of gold, silver, and
jewels near Gooss Cresk, Bsdord County, Virginia, four miles from
che village of nontvals, (formerly Buford) by Beale.

iccording to the mmciphered code left by Beale in the "black
- o= to Morriss, the declvhered code number 2 1s trsnslated as
follows:

"I have deposited in the county of Bedord cbout four miles
Srom Jufori's in on execavation or vrult six feet bslow the surfzce
of thz ground in thes followinz articles belonging jointly to the
daxrtles whose names =re given in number three herewith,

The first devosit consisted of 1014 pounds of gold and 3812
nounds of silver devosited Hov 1319. The second wrs made Dec
1821 snd consisted of 1907 pounds of gold, and 1288 pounds of
siiver, zlso jewels obtazined in St. Louls in exchangs to save
cr=nsryo=ztstion =nd valued 2t 313,000,00. The above 1s securecly
d>acked in iron vots with iron covers, . The vault is rougly lined
with stone and the vessels rest on solid stone and are covered
with others, Pzaper number one describes the exzect locallity of

th2 vault so thet no difficulty will be hzd in finding it."

’ rap of 1820-1830 of Hontwale (Buford) is needed snd can
Se puzchased from the Librory of Congress in tHashington, D, C,
“he librury sells detailed muds or 1818 and 1826 which will help.

decently a TE'zr from Baltimore wrote me: "Ihave located

2et3l, prooroly Jjust =n old roof 3.7 miles from th2 Tuvern
(Buford~Tzvern)., I hxd to come bick to Bsltimore laost week to
et legzl popsrs and prover £um guns, gear, =nd shovels. It will
2 obaoly be 2 "wlld goose chase.® As you know, my method 1s old
o278 together silth common horse sense hiding places, The metal
I loczted w~s 10 Dy six fest spproxim:tely from signal., I won't
zrnow until I execoavate tomorrow. 1t can't be a septic tank,

I xnow,”

4 woozn 1s searching two mto three miles South of the Hart
3ros. digzinss, off the rozd thzt connects Numbsr £17 2nd Route
Numbir 693, thers sre operzting on the Ez3t rim of Taylor's
Nountain in this mejestlic wilderness, I belleve the trecsure
does indeed exlist, and othsrs thxt visit the wvalley will feel
the sape, The United States Dept. of Interior sells the Penks
of Otter {usndrangle masp of Virginia, The MHorylsnd nsn recently
szid: ™Just returned from Virginia, no good, I'm disgustsd now,
‘will write morelster. Ee may have stumbled onto & valu=ble clue
nere thouga froa what he says. .

Jistory tells us thot there wss a Thomas Jefferson Beall,
'srd 21so & Thozas Jeremlah Be=ll once living in 31 Paso. I wrote
to ar attorney relzted to this Jeremish Bezll, and his mother who
1s still living, =t 85, remembers he alw:ys remcrked he was the
orly Thomzs J. anything in the South that w.sn't Thomess Jefferson. .
Or~Ticusly neitrer of these men wizs the fomed T,J. Betle of Virzinia, =2
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Bezle wo.S indeed an ingenius snd entervrising man,
‘unfo=tuzztelr though, at an unsvecified date Thomrs Be2le
fcqrct = 7dyel® with a2 Lynchburg man nemed Jzmes B. Risoue.
Trhe couse of this duel was a 33 lady named Miss Judy Bancock,
Risgue wa2s shot in the stomach, but recovered, Shoruly there-
afse~ Tromss Benle left Virginia., We Xnow that he went to
New Orleans =nd nmarrisd = l2dy of thot city nzmed Celeste
Grand Flerre.

‘This information I have acquirsd from "Lynchburg and Its
Neighbers® by Rose F. Yoney (11cnmond.“3935) Besie's T5EReY
aLI “JovaeT, Colonel T:venor Sesle, Jr. snd his wife Betty Hite
Bsale wsre msrried in 1764 ond had seven children. . The third
wzs narad ThOHJs. This proves besyond the shadow of doubt that
Baxle existed. 3Sezle was 2 very common nome in the Stxte of
Virginiz,

Buffords Grp is & place where meny TH'ers look for one of
tre burizcls. The tressurs must be removed secretly or the 3
governzent will claim 90 per cent znd =2{ter the Courts toke
action the finders could end up with nothing!

Trlane University Liborary in iew Orlesns irdicates that
Bezle (ant. Thomos Benle) commandzd his own cozpany of New
rl=sns Ziflemen from Dec, 16, 1814 - Mar, 1L, 1815.

Trers vere not enough buffalo in V*r¢in1a by 1818-1822
to Jjusiify sany hunt. Non had about extermintted them o2nd a
report indicates thot the severe winter of 1790 killed all
gamea iz “-vuucx" ~nd Virginia, thgs, this probsbly triggsred
tne Be:sle sxpedlition to zet underway for thelr hunger to seek
the Weztern p* zirles and the Greav P¢alns.

Du071cate covles of the "Beale Papers™ areobtalnabls through
the Putlic Libr*rv in Roznoke, 315.95 Dlus postaxe., The Jones
1ib>zr7 in Lynchburg hzas s collection of writings on this
treasure., Steve Price wrote 2 nice z2riicle on Beale in the
kugust 20 "Lynchburs Nsws! ip‘;géz. From my last correspon-
CEEEE“FiTh Steve, he was hexded for 'devil's Mouniain' in
Venszusla to do a little gold mining. The library sells his
story Tér 30¢. '

The Wsshington Hotel located on Churck Strnet Lynchburg,
is the former hotel owmed by liorriss., L& totsl of 10 years
rassed, znd the box remainedon the shelf in the hotel, It was
23 ye:rs before lMorrlss pried open the box =nd found its
Puzzling contents thet would remcin & mystery for the rest of
rls life, Ze tried in vain to lececcote the treasurs without
success, he xas wrioble to decipher any psrt of the ciphered
codes.,
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The Reoanoke Beale Papers contzin about 67 pages. If
eccaomy is in your midst, vrite: "Capital, Snrive_¢305 Hilber
AVe., Columbus,, Ohio" for a bolled down 17 page version.

Sfis 15 we1l worth the money, #2.,50 per copy, and this is a
sozi outliit to purchese from. :
I wrote to "The Americon Cryvtogram Assoclation® of
Gresnfleid, M=ss., and they adviss=d me that one of their
fo e* exployees, 2nd exX-editor, R. A. Hcmmell, #198 Richey
Ave., West Collingwood, N. J. #08107 wms working on a revision
znd n=w 2zterial on thls subject, but he never got zround to
putiishing Ait. Then, he wss voted out of office, znd last
I ‘mew ke plnnnvd to publish fathis on his ovm, without any
cozneztion with the o*g“nizhuign. They told me: "I might
su;**su thot you write to him dirsctly; but if he doesn't
answver, don't be surprised®. I did write him, but he has not
giTan me 2 reply to date; One of the menbers clzims he
decivhersd the coamplete 150 yezxr old mystzry, while others
clzir it i3 n unfortunate hosx. Hz rsfused to divulge his
firiings.

Jar-ell wos evidently removed from office beczuss he

aprarantly pub more effort into his proposed vublication:
TEzzls Thlng® thrn nz put into eaiuiﬂb. de belisves the
M2:5.1le Taing™ is = true story risht down the line. The whole
thing is far too complex to hove besn a ho“ .

fie oabflt did issue a story of this treosure back in ’Adﬁw
163, ir thelir vi-monthly mzgzzine, "The Cryotogram", but C, /45’
»E?§= issues huve long since besn exhausted, 2ad there are

no plans for & rsprinc.

The ¥issourl Intellizsncar wcs publishsd bstiween 12_hnd

tin s W B, e —--—vs--.----.

8=§.in -r:nalln, 5a”et*e, d Columbiz, lilssouri, a 148% of

e el o, Won. ®

a=23 orD€ars in on 1029 -di*ion of” the newspaver, =nd cleszrly
stites: A company oI &oouy 50 persons, orincipally rom St.
Letis urd its vicinity sre in towm, on uﬂ?i* w2y to Santz Fe,
Their purvose s o 'hunt 2nd oobtain furs. Ve wish thenm 5re*ter
suctcess than has f=llen to the lot of thess mentionszd cbove.”

Ansther His Missour} Intelllizen

cer clesrly ststes: "List of

Letters™ "renzining in the Post Office at Franklin, Mlgsourl,
on the zggggg;z“qt_ZQ:péwu“§gg, wkich if noT Taken ous wWithin
thres mezsas, will sant To the General Fost Office as dead
lszters. Amons vhio 1 ong list of numes is that of ‘“e Frt
Vizginiin, Thomas Bezle.

Did Bsale ond varty deliver for the U, S. army, the
pProvisions that wers shipped to Council 3iuffs? List=sd in the
2riicle was: 500 barrsls of pork, 1250 barrels fine flour,

€20 zz2l., whiskey, 550 bushels gocd beans, 8300 pounds good

hzd so=p, 4300 pounds nard tallow candy, cotion wicks, and so
on tzroush the list. Tne U. S. Aroy was 2t this time Ioo zing
TcT =en with msuns »f delivering this huge csrgo.

(r\ .
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F =n%lin was a small town in Howard County, Missouri
or th2 river. Suddenly tne mighty Missouri ongsred and
cnhanzed its course cround 1835 and covsred the town of
FPranklin., The present tomm of New FranXlin is near the site
of th2 o0ld towm of Franklin. The d=zd letter office in
w'shington could not locate the lost letter for me on this,
t must have eithexr been picked ud by EBezxle, or one of his |
exploliters, or destroyed by the Dead Letter Office long zgo. -

Trails that were marked out zcress Missourl to Sznta Fe
annd othay zoreas were mostly throu 1 Indiazn lands. The party
nizht heve tr..veled throush the Kznsns Territor v extensively.
This territory was from 1300-1854., Zvidence hzs it thst the
U. S. Government would not have zllowed "puffa2lo hunts" here
2.8 it was Indi-n Territory. Thers were many hostile Indlans
znd holdup bxndits throughout the West zt this time,

014 Clinax, = d,gpll*P*‘i Hagzzines carry storlies of
the Bealé cfrdir. I believe it was auqﬁm;058 issue &n Climsx
and s 1919 «nd z2lso 1929 editlion of Coll ie?'s.

S ol O P el

The trezsurs caa't be too fsr from the rosds, two roads
"

st the timz, Whzat it boils down to is Three acres each 2DPProx-
irztely four Ll:nd milesout, due ZE:rst, due West, -nd due North,
this is whot mony TH'ers say.  The Besle papers give the baslc
Tictr, Four alles from Bufords. Eere you nive to reason with
yorrEvia Before the tavern, or sfter. An 1820 map of

Eontvszle, Vo., could help.

I asked Tulane University about whzt codes were used in
t. T. J., Sea2ls's Co. of Orieans : 1;1=men cnd they replisd:
ara guns (3 cannon) gsve the siznal of the British land-
ing at Villere's Concl.....50 you can sz¢&¢ that cannon and
otner weapon ShOuS were probsbly  one mexns of sign=zlinzg.”
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Tne mysterious ciphers left by Bes Prayvett, in his
book "Secret & Urgent®™ says simple SuDSt*‘ubloﬁ aith supress-
iox. of frecusnces wss the method used. David XK= hn, in his
o0k cof 1957, "The Codebreskers" on page 772 says: “Dr. Carl
farmer of Washir,»cn, D, C. used 2 Univzc #1107 to determine
the cryptozrzm's vroperties and got no where." He tried every-
uh-ﬂﬁ_h“ could think of. HNHyself, I o*ev1ously thougnt ©Thnctv

f¥re DicIozuss of Plia co"- "nci=nt ¥ritinzs of the Greeck
Tnilosopnser, miznt have bﬂen used., Thomzs.Jefferson was the
father of amsricxn Cryptography, and pernaps this enlight-
en=d Z=2ale to follow suit, belng numcd afcer the President
st have intx isued him therefore he decldsd To develop his
oWz coie,

Severzl TH'ers clzim they hove broken the "Beale Code",
13st &ugust TH'ers “ound 13 of the 15 originzl landmarks! These
men clal=ed to nove cracked the code by using an sncient Spanish
FoXx Lore; and bslleve the treousure is not six fest dedp, but
Ternaps airound eigh% feet underground. There were four in thelr
Farty andi they fizure thzt finaing the tresasure by hzppenstance
¥itnout deciphering codes £1 and #3 is practically impoimssible. )
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A woman has hired a crew of five men to dig about four
ard one-hxlf miles North on Goose Cresk. Somebody is going

© te turn up something! These prospectors are 211 using metal/
minexral detsctors to 1ocate this hoard worth §$2=-3h4 million.

Beale wzs selected as Captain by the others, although
tkere vas no Military connesction in thelr midst, Besle was
_acaired Dy the womsn for his good looks, he was also envied .
‘br most men. Morriss szid he appezred to be highly educated,
2zl he wished he hod asked Berle more about himself when

Beale had visited him on several ocezmslons.

. The Livrerizan in Roanoke said: "We've made over $3,000
or. the 3e:le Papers snd ponmchist in the pvast threes years.”
¥eaters of the Library in Rozxnoke have been made to feel
tzs.t tik=: treasure still exists where originally plzced znd
tzer receive inquirles and ¢slls from all over the United
S:.--s, frunce, and even South Africa,

I br:irie schooners must have travaeled up the old
Santo ®e Trail. The tressure wos mined 250-300 mlles North
¢? S:ntza Fe. The old mins hos never bezn located in the vest.

It is = ¥nown fact. that Beale znd party had intended
first to bury the tressure in = cave, but declded sgalinst it
becausec they had become acqualinted Jith fermers in the area,
223 they fortunately found out thot the cove wes used to
stors corn :nd other crovs. The Eart Brothsrs diggings are
ns2>by 2nd many TE'ers start here. Don't forget the old
“lurtiss Shaft® is located in a cave or mine in Virsiniaz
¥ze—e zold i3 removed.

rmes B, Ward broke code #2 in 1862, using the "Decla-
retion of Indep=ndence" as & key. Ee was unable to breck
ccdes in cipher #1 and #3. Ward is now dscessed. Another
exn, Clayuon I. uért, in collaborztion with his brother,
woried on the ciphers from 1898-1912, sepsrstely and jointly,
turmed to the Comstitution, Shekespears, *The Declaration of
Inrdependences™ and numerous cother books and docunents that
trex taouzht might have been in the Weshington Eotel in
Linchvtarg during Beale's sojourn there,

War&_stu-tﬂd by using the word "When and he counted
s.1lagedly 115 words #nd used ths {irst lettsr of the word
inallenntls that is spelled with a *U" by Thomas Jefferson. :

I hove found an error in the Beole Davers, »nd I have
gecis nsr~u"3'rus  OF CLIoAsE F1 and 3758t s not yeo
complete, I nave oeen asked ©to conceal my findings by other
T3I'ers thst spesculate we can get together »nd find the
{recsure. They dldn't even want me to write this story,
=1t I would like To see it found while I am in my prize,

Edald o:ove to ths world thzt saldé trsusure does exist and
Teople will reclize this wes 21l within the reelm of rezson,
snd net =z fabricztion of the Edgor sllen Poe period.

—\

.

—_—



S eaten o - o d— - - EEEE T i o, ¢ 20 —vna-— '

DOCID: 656024 e

" There were three burisls by these expediters, one is
W
sy fron the ¢iTy ol Lyvachburg. Rielv & Tate Forms are

PP —t——
sntionad In the mystic clivners. Beale's expedivion wes
retly arranﬁed in such 2 manner snd precautlons were 8o
1 taken, thzt the treasure was moved unnoticed due to

za fact unat *puffslo furs" covered the metal, " Thelr own

-

taffalo meat wes “henvily szlted", =8 a preservotive,

. Clayton Hart's brother, Georze, llves in VWashington,
D. C. Georze scz1d he worked the ciphers until 1919; Clayton's
rzzex>ds =re in the possession of his sister in Roonoke.,
He =ust be close to 100 now and probsbly haspassed on.

i Beale wnas staying at the "old" Plsnter's Hotel while 1n
S.. Louis yhen he wrote Morriss. In Nov. 1817, Zvarist Heury
cunced to the public thit the hotel wuis opern tional.
n= cvned it. It wss on Second Street. In 196L P. B, Innis
Exx wrote om "Borle' in the “ugust edition,” of Arzosy m2gazine.

_Gola, silv~_, #znd Jewsls wers burled. The jewels were
of 2 sscrosznet origin, purchused from an old-mission in
C.4 Hexico, in raturn for gold und silver bullion that was
malted into s:xcrosanct idols, Mr., Zezle und his men stayed
2 tinls mlission for szfety whlle on the Jjourney returning to

tre Zzst.
omen hunting the trecsure in Virginia wants to use

P
drpernlite. She bellieves she has located one of the burlals.
Scoe TA'=2rs belive an old English folklore was used to make
tze cloher:=d code. .

Fart of this 150 yezr old .mystery rests with “"The lMissouri
Comproaise (1810-1821) RBerle musthove developed mucn of the ™™

Tod€ ¥aile stTIT HYHIYZ gold 2nd silver snd encountering the

Azerican bisons,

It would have been much too dungerous to hosve sent letters
to indicate the excet burlzl spots, It 211 had to be written
iz this monner snd hondled this way, using clphers.

W=rd cut the codes zccoxrding to their length. The numbers
rsnge from 1 to 49602, Clayton Zart remzined in Reoanoke and
ssarched for the treosure until his dezth in 1949, War
cracked code 2 in 1862, Some varsions df the code use 49, =2nd
622, etc. This is not the = error I previmously menuion-g.

Beele's crew had picked their favorite place in Franklin,
"o, To eat, LT was at a rathskeller thot served hearty dlshes
sucna &s cornxeal mush z=nd hot soups that tosted s0 zo00d $0 the
gooup after a chilly duy or niszht of trzveling from one desti-
Lstior to theother. They spend considersble tizme in Franklix,
tae rzthskeller had an abundonce of wines znd other drinks. Some
IZ'ers bzslieve there is one B2ale burial in Bedford, P2., however,
I feel that this is very misleading and highly erroneous,
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. Th¥s is sbout zl1ll thyt I can tell you ot the present time,
I -rﬁ:ifea to o,he*s that I'd withhold and concaal my findings
s> = few more ponihns, I plan to publish 2 pamphlet on this .
t-zasure snd the “"Sexle Code® in the very near future.

I wish rFou all good hunting. I wlill zlzdly welcome comments
f>=2 =nyone cn this. I have spent o lot of time on this subject,
t every concelveble sngle that was within concatenation.

Soze TH'ers travel to Taylor's Mountaln every week-end to
se2zrch for tris hoard, xs they seem to feel th=t a huge rock has
sczeThizz to do with on= of the trezsure burials. Not far from
t~.s imzedlate mrea ls Smmi Suck Mountain where Beale znd party
stzat ccocnsidsrable time,

feaeaanense
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