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FUJl TV SHOW EXPOSEs ESP HOAX 

After a brief lull, the ESP craze bas shown signs of a comeback. Recently, a 
Fuji TV camera crew shooting a special documentary on ESP succeeded in recording 
several questionable demonstrations. 

""t · · ·· ··· ---·~ ·• -· ··The' ·d.e'mci"nstr~tfoii& ln:~olvelf t'wo ··colie'ie ·s6.ldent'i.-; 1llg-ht{ tegAtdea bfW .. ····- ~· ··· · 
; ··· viewers.·· .One· is .KJYOTA Masuaki, age 2i,. a third-year. &tudent· at .Senshu. University,' 
.· whose repertoire includes twisting and bending spoons and psychic photography using 
., Polaroid film. "Sunday Mainichi," which bas covered KIYOTA's career in great 
-. detail since last fall, says he is adept at twisting spoons and "seeing through" 
) · airrors. The other is YAMASHITA Hirota, age 19, a second-year student at Tokyo "1.:.: :,~ ·~,··:·· ..f..&rt~ultiii~'liD.ive~iflt"···a-·~u·r·'" ···· · · :t··iffici·;t~ad~·e: ·rds''4nd.''f:1 ·u- ~s "t(h!le··· · .,,.. .... ··- • ·~ ... .,~ · · ·· · .. ,bll.nci£oiC:led~ .. · ...... · ··1' · ·t: • · .U9.~'~·. '-~~ .• · ···., · ·~ -~· ·"::".· ..... - ·-!':: • ... '··.':.•:·' ·: ·., • .,·., .•. • = · ... ~!:: ·:.• · 
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Fuji TV planned a two-hour documentary for airing during its Friday "Family .. 
Wide Show" on 3 Feb. Shooting took place at a hotel in SHINJUKU, TOKYO, from 26 
Dec for ten days. All the demonstrations were observed by a_panel comprising 
commentator TACHIBANA Takashi, SUZUKI Matsumi, director.of.the Japan Acoustic 
Institute (Nippon Onkyo Kenkyujo) and OTANI Soji, professor of psychology at the 
Defense Academy. · 

No matter bow many times the TV crew tried, they were unable to record the much 
publicized spoon twisting demonstration by KIYOTA in complete sequence. KIYOTA 
would show the spoon to the panel but always after it has been twisted, never 
before. It was speculated 'that KIYOTA twisted the spoon with his hands when nobody 
was looking • 

While the cameras were trying to record the spoon sequence, a strange thing 
happened. Ihe first ,person to· no.tic.e. that .. sp111eth,!ng. was wr~ng w~s prod9c:;e; URU'l;A 
Toshio. On 29 Dec, writer HATA Masanori observed that KIYOTA, grasping the handle 
of the already deformed spoon in his left hand, rotated the spoon slowly as if he 

....... Y.~.r:e. t.wi.st;ing i~ •... The.n:., on. ~.)}e. ~Q~;t;l •. two ~ou;r~ ~fte.r .th.~_,.de~c:ms~ra~Jo.n. ~~a~~ed and 

· ., · · · .: ... · ~· · · ... ·.; :~i:!!!~~~:~-i~~ '~~!~!1 t~~~~!~~~it? &:~~~;;~ · he~~he·~:~i.t:n.:ii~?~~~~~:!-~ ~~· :~ 
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• ~ 'I ' .... • • • • . . ~ . . . . ... . . . .·· ., .· ..... .. ... ..... : .. · ..... ,·· .·· . 

. . ··:·'···:-............. ·.· ·. q.n:.~ .. ~~n_, ,,Jq~Q~~ ~l>.P.~~~.e.4 ·&:>n:. ~~~~~ :I:!7~e~~.~i?.n' s ... ~~o~~ .• ~i~e·Jh~~· ~ .. }u~~ ~~-· ... '· 
·.~:.,, ... ~ ·.· ,., .... • ,--~~r.~~. ~.er~ .§~~ .. ~.P, .. ~n;,t.lJe. ~.!P.P1:.9.t .9~~ · .. .fC}(i,T;l,S,.,tJl~, s.u~~~.J -~:O:~:~P,.E;~; h!~~~~- .~P:·. H~~ .. ; .. : ·;.I 

. coordinator's booth. The hidden camera recorded a sequence where KIYOTA was seen 

-· 
.· 

•. 

bending the spoon with his hands before he went on the show. 

During the psychic photography demonstration, KIYOTA pulled another serious 
blunder. Four cameras were used for this demonstration, an overhead stationary 
camera, one set up in the exhaust duct, another un a shelf, and the last set up 
behind a see-through mirror. XIYOTA, finding hi~self alone, slipped a Polaroid 
film into his pocket before retiring to the restroom. Five minutes later, he 
emerged, transferred the film to a holder, then appeared to make a psychic 
photograph. Flashing a v· sign to the panel, he jested "Friday the 13th must be my 
lucky day for I see my psychic powers have not deserted me." 
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• · Producer UllUTA apeculates, •After he went to the restroom, a lady who vas in 

the area aaid abe beard what aounded like aomebody breaking open a wrapper. 
Probably• tbat'a when he developed the fila.· 

• 
YAMASHITA's demonstration vas equally suspect. The blindfold he used·was his 

own, a black cloth filled with cotton padding. Blindfolded, he vas able to read 
cards and dice with total accuracy. Complex figures be was able to reproduce using 

. ~ .•. •,.!e~-~~-~-· ~o-~evt~-~~! ~udx:t~~~ .~!te f}~me.fn=-~~ad_~i.fol!.s1, .. tih~ .. P..Etee.l_1.n.~t~,~. t~1·~~ •. ~~,.~dcl1 .. ~~5~9).'~.t;l;~• .... 
· .. •power~:~ were ·res r tte u k n~~.row .Le.L o v s on. nS ~s s_nown n tne . agram on 

. :. .P .1~0, he vas .able to -see -clairvoyantly within a. s.pecif-ic ·fi-eld located -directly.· · · -
below bis·bliudfold~ · SUZUKI"observes that.his fiela of vision was about what one. 
would expect if a blindfolded person were looktng out through a narrow opening • 

CLAIRVOYANT SEES ONLY OBJECTS CLOSE AT HAND 
•'4' • • '• . .,. .. •' '•· ·II ,. • .... •. • • •. r. • . • ... • •' . • • ... ,. •'• •.,... • "' • • • ~ • !:. •• • '•"' .,.. ... • " • , I .. ~ • .,. • t • '• •. •' • •· ··• . - • • • • • •· ~ •. •• " .•• •' • - "· Jr.' ~ • • f " • • .. ~ • '·· ."(' • • 

~~~-'·· ··: ... ·.· ·. ':· ... !ilcidentatiy ~ tAMAsai'tA>wa:·s. u~~hl.~ ·-t~· .. read bbject~·· l>i~c:e4 )~hi~~i' a. ·~~r~~in··.~a~;ie_.· 
·. · ; •.. ·· · · · o·~··t-he same ·aateria;l:_aEi "the 'blindf9ld.~ ··~u:z;'UKI.:QJ>s~e.~, .".Eyen ati. opening as small 
.... o:· ~ ··aJJ ·o.l.Dlm 'imder 'the blindfold' couid made a world of difference •. You must remember 

·he ·ha·s s.harp featu~es, including a prominent nose. We 'suggested sealing his eyes 
completely, but he said the pressure on his eyes would res~rict his psychic powers." 

. ; 

.• 

So it was not until the ninth day that·YAMASHITA finally agreed to have his 
eyes sealed completely. Needless to say, his clairvoyant powers deserted him at 
that point. Magicians are able to read cards while blindfolded for the same reason • 

When SUZUKI demonstrated this trick for YAMASHITA, the latter complained, "The 
important difference here is I keep my eyes shut when blindfolded but you don't." 

If YAMASHITA is telling the truth, I can only say that ESP is beyond my 
comprehension. TACHIBANA says, "'Whether we can call this ESP is very questionable." 

... On 14.Jan,.the las_t d<:!-y pt the. s.hoot;l.ng, .the panel confronted KIYOTA,with al·l 
the evidence. it had gathered. Overwhelmed, KIYOTA adoitted the demonstrations were 
fraudulent. -His confes-sion was recorded b.y. a hidden camera and shown later. to TV 

. _.vi.~~e~s_._ .Ip tha~ _seq_u!!~se, ;G;Y_9T~ .d~mqn~tr~t.e~ .. h.<?.~ .)le .. J;>~nt,._tlle. ~poc;»P -~~.t.h .his ... 
. · ··.hands.· That. s'equence i.s shown in photos· at r;tght •.. f~-;--~:t,. he. c.radl,.~s ~}le J?P90n .in 

·. · ·:' ···.· · .hi,;·:ri.&lit; .. band,: srasp1i1s· :t'lle·:·bitnd'le·; witii -·hj,~··'1e£t_ '.hanti. · 'Placfn-S'lifs' ili~bs<at ... tiie .... 
· ~::· · .· ... : · .. ·: ---~~-~o~~~- ~~t ~~ ... ~h_e ._s,pc?o,~;_J~~/b~p~:s ·:~t.~,t-:2 'i:.i11es, J:~sti'nt ·:tt' .. bj'.Ovl:ni bis, haiid.s : .. 

.. . ·~ . ... ·"· ·. ~~~\J;nd, ~:~~~·- -· !~i~:-,~~~~~ -~Y-.~~ ;.~~-~~n.~. J~ t~:~, ... s_~?~J.~ .... q_ ·-~ .... s~SPP:~~~-~-~~, ~9~~ ................ ~. 
· -~·: ... : .. ~ .·-~ -~·-. · ... CI~.;i.~ .•. ~~: · ·: .... :~~!'PJ?..f1.!P~~t~P. .,c~.J?.,. ~a.~~ .. ¥.P.:.~9 -~. &,! .. ~ .. ~o.u:n •... ~.<?. a~ gcly,_ J.dl9, .~.an 4:t:v,e:t;t ... tbe ..... 

. , . · __ ... : ....... , ~.~~~~n;~~P. 9.~ -~~~- pu~.i~l\~~-.-~.9~ .O~~~ .s..ec;OJ:lQS,. ca.n·.qualify as . .a ps_ychic.o . ·. ' ·,. · · ·. ····. · 
·'. · ..... . 

. · ·· P~neii~t-·suzuii put. ·o~ ·w_·~ ·o~· de~on~~r~~lo·~~ ~~din~~ "Even a grandmother of 84 
years can learn this trick. Once you become fairly good at it, the spoon bends 
easily and you almost begin to wonder if you are not indeed psychic." 

KIYOTA, after being exposed as a fraud, said, "'The pressure to perform within a 
limited time frame became so great I just had to use physical force. But I must 
say this is the first tim~ it has happened." 

TACHIBA.~A is skeptical, "Since we 'cauzht them cheating this time, we have to 
suspect this isn't the first time." 

SUZUKI, lObo appeared on a Nippon Television show on ESP before, once measured 
the 34.5_megahertz radio waves emitted ~y KIYOTA's bra~n. KIYOTA showed me a 
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videotape of that program~ SUZUKI says, '"That's not unusual since ve all sive off 
these embsions.'" On the ahow, KIYOTA aade a fluorescent lamp .slow vitb his brain 
emissions. SUZUKI explains, '"We boosted the ~missions a million times just to 
impress our TV audience.• 

Needless to say, the disgraced psychics offered a rebuttal. TV officials say 
the Yamashita family has asked that all his scenes be cut from the show. 

. . . . . .. ' ... . ,. .. .. .... .... . . . ... .. .. .. "' .. ... . ... . .. . . . -····· .. ·· ... ·. . .. - . · ........... . 
· · ~· · · ~ · .,. • ..... Pt'oduee'r'·URutA" .. s"Bys, ·'"Now 'th8t"''ltttotA'ii hoax ·has l.l~·~~·.up~o.:v~r~d~ the :Ya~Abi.ta ..... . 
•.• •• ·! ... · t~· •.·JBUllly· fean ·that· ~Srerit'\1111' 1dent:lfj'·hi'iD:·wi:tli n·YdTA 'and· has 'as'ked' us 'to · · ·· · 

.t:estructu;:te the show." . ·. · 

XYOCERA PRESIDENT A STAUNCH SUPPORTER 

• ' .. · · ·· · · ···· ..... YAMASHl'rA. s'ay~; .. ~~-be,;.~· ·o6·. c·olllllle~t .· i.:()~iDak·e:: .. if ~y"Qp;: t)ii~ .. ·~;:· .'~s ·.Q.Qi··~~ i~.· ;~. ~~. 
•.•• ' "'' "·· ,._ .• • ~ ·•·• •. . • . • . l . . •• •. •; . ":' • .:.,. ...... ~. \ ......... • : 1.·· .&, ••••• ·,. ,....... • '! • ... •• • .. ' "·:.: ··:: ... ; .... : level,.~=you .. are· f't'ee'·to"do so· ... · . . . .. . ... · · ... ,.,, ...... · ........ · · · 

• :·... • • •• • ,w • :. •• • : • ••• • : ·.·.. • • ••• .. .••• ~' • •• • ·~ •• ••••• ~ • • ••••• ~ t • . ,. • • • t 

. . JIYOTA's father, Yoshinori, who operates a sushi· shop in downtown TOKYO ·says, 
"When our son confessed, we considered closing our shop and moving. But we have 
decided to stick it out. We are told that NHK might do a program on Masuaki, if 
he's lucky.• 

'. -~-. ·, 

A well-known Liberal Democratic Party Diet member wondered.what all the fuss 
was about. It is rumored that Dentsu Inc, an advertising giant, is also interested. 

YA~SHITA's father, Takemasa, is a director of Daiwa Securities Co, Inc and a 
former manager of its Kyoto Branch. He has many friends in the Kansai financial 
world who are familiar with his son's psychic powers. While the TV show was being 
recorded, YAMASHITA put on clairvoyant demonstrations for executives of Daiwa 
Securities and Sumitomo Bank. 

C~~enti~g OP.: ~h~ recent. ·TV ,show, Ky.ocera president ·IN.h..'10R:l ·Kaztie> ·says,· "It ·is 
non.sen~e .to try tp provide scientif.ic evide~ce ·of ESP.· The~e demonstrations are · 
influenced greatly by the spiritual atmosphere. If I had been in the audience, 
perl1ap~ things wou;ld have gc;>~e differen.qy. P "... .. . . . . . . . ..~ .·· · .. · · .. 

• • • ·. .: . • .· • • ... • ·.· , , ,.: ·. · ... >_.I'".· ... .; ~ ~· • • .', ·,, • -~•: _.!, ','. ' ~ : ' •:, '• • ,:,."~ :.:·: ,' '. ,. ·• /• •• yo • ."~·,, .' • ; .. ';·~; • ·::.~ ': ~ '. ;.;.'· •• : .. :;"·.'·•'<( ~--·.,-,~ ..... _·. ~' .. :1. ·, '. ~--~• ,-.. ·_ . .:' .· ... .'~~~ ~: ~::-.t~ ,: ~~." . ' ... ::., • ~! •' 

··· <····.· ~·- :. · :.. ;. :·. ".'KfioT~ !Ss t~c·e·i,ve~f J~V,i~~jJ.9n~ .. · .. from·· . .coile,g'~ iii·:"~he.QS ~nd J•as···~e.()ndtteted' ·a·.':· 
'. : . ,• .:.,':·:: .. .. • de-ia6nli'tt.8t!Oii 'f~r NAicA.YAM~(!'a'ro' of.,. tlie- Pi:-!Die Mlrrls te r ~.S. ·ottieti/ . . J.oth jciYOTA .and . ' 
. ... . .. :YA.~SHil'A e~eriehce~ an ·.a~al_t~~~n.s··:of'.tb~;i.~, p$y~'h.i,c,.~-ow~r~. after. Y~i.GELLER I·. : ··•· ., 

.~~·<·«· -~ .""·. ~: .. :v~~l.~~~ · ~!.~>~!!i.i~J.i~,;C!J9..~:~~--#~1'~-.W.Ji .. IM&'-~·UAAS.ed~./a:un ,,.~~ ¢r1~'k.· ~~n'd '··t:~ ;·;···.:.; :: 
~ ... __ ·· .. : ~ .' .. p~~~ .~·~1laP,~.e~, ~P.YO.T~. con.tinued·~t.o.~visit .t:esea;rcbers·,-'at~ tiie·"Elecfrit: · ·· · · ·. ·· · · ... · · · 

Communications University and Defense Academy. 

Some years back, this magazine published an interesting observation by Y~~~OTO 
Shichihei, writer, "ESP is ESP because we are unable to believe in its existence. 
These demonstrations should be condLcted before an audience of skeptics. 
Otherwise, they are meaningless." 

Perhaps we can say the 9emonstrations failed because a skeptical TV crew 
possessed super-psychic powers which nullified the psychic powers of KIYOTA and 
YA'iASHITA. 
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App~ioc~iift,qQ!)60Wlt1tma~~OJilii2BP~Of>d 7"ihukan Asabi'" which has 
been critical of.tbe ESP boom. Still suffering from shock, he is undergoing 
hypnotherapy. · 

Photo captions: 

Page 158 Buoyant KIYOTA (left) and YAMASHITA at start of shooting 

•. P~.~.~ . ~~~ 7 : ~Y~~~ ~~~~~'!n~f?=~f,~~ •. ~~~.~~. ~e.~J;. ·'poo~. ~i~h .. .bslnc;l.G .~f.~:r. hoa& . was -ezposed' .... ·• 

. ·.1) ... Stroking; the .. sp·~~~ .·.',>.. :·=· .. • • • .•• •.• •• ·::::: .: ,: -;.,, • > ····~·:· ·.'' ·· · · ··" · ···.• · .. ~· · ". ·: . . ...... ~ .. .. . ~ . . . . . . . . 
.2) . Bending the spoofl. with both hanas · · · 

.... .. ·•.· 

3) Restoring the spoon ~o it_~ or~g~~~J ~}¥lpe "· . . . .................. . 
o 0 •oo,"• ·--= o • r' ,f ... •"•t o''•,oiO 00 •••'•-~'o o' ··:•• •••• 0 0 •r.. 0 
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