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\Vhisper->oft firelight cnltallleo tiH· J,e,tttt\ ,,fa "L,hitian 
dancer lwinf.!: anointed \\·ith coconut oil }Juring Cook\ 
\·i:.:.it:-:. here. \..'\Til a .:-:li\Tr r.1f :netal \\ould \\·i:t !nr <t sai~llr thl' 
compa;1y of an i.-dand l.!irl :-1uch hartL>rinJ..:: forced Cot)k to 

po:--t guard~ on thL' ::-hip~ to keep :-:l'anJen fron1 prying nail;-; 
out of the plankin~ 

All in a lather, a Tahitian \"(Juth ,urge, to -IHlre on'' liuard. 
Here Cook lir~i ob:-.c1 \ ed c,uhn: :-.udil!g. H ;.>:;i. ... the "~tl­

ntn~t amphibiou:.:." Ha\\aiian:-.. thou).!h. who tlr:-t dL·mon­
:<trater\ the >Urt1)()ard, "·hich, nne of Cook·,- lieut<'IMnt.­
\\Tote, ":--end:- tht'Il1 in with a nto . ..;,t astoni . .:.hing \'clucit,\ 

"A B~TTEH SHIP for ,uch a ~en·ice I \\·ould 
ne\·er wish for," commented Cook of hi, 
r:lldi'!I<'OIIY, a craft on],· 1 O(J feet Jon~ 
and 2'1 feet wide . .\ conYerted collier, >ill~ 
incorporated all the feature:' C:ook demanded 
in hi:-- oceangoing \T~:-:.el::.. The round 
bluff bo\\ and wide deep wai,t prm idcd 
uncornmon :-;paciou:--IH.':-:-., the ."-mall :--i;:c 

aJHI broad bottorn perrnittcd ca.-.:.y beaching 
for repair.' and :'labilitY if the ,hip were 
to ground Below the waterlirw J<;ndem•our 
had an extra ,kin of thin planking frtted 
to the hull with tiHll'"llHb of rlo.'el\· :'paced 
tlath::<Hlcd naib-a precaution ag:ain~t 
\\·ood-borin~ :'hipworm:<. Outfitted 
for 11eaccful exploration. the 
CCO\\(Ied bark al"' carried ten 
carriage guns and 12 swi\·el 
gun:' for defl'n:'e. 

Devoted to tire 'cientitic 
a:;pech of t lw \·oya~e. 
Cooh \·o]unteered the 
(;re«t Cabin for u,c 
by the expedition 
naturalists-e\·en 
though the room 

was one of the fc\\. place.:; 
in the 'hip where Cook, 
more than :<ix feet tall. 
could >land erect. !len· 
he confer:- \\·ith a :-.cienti..,t 
on the main deck alH)\·e the cabin 

EndraL·our ended her career on a Rhode 
hla!HI rt'd in 17{6, hut lwr acC{J!11pli:·,hnwnt..., 
:.:.till mspirc 11h'l1. Apollo IS a:-.tnmaub 
l.!<t\'(' her name to their t'Onlfl1>Lnd ..:.p;u·t•(r;t\1 

The:. sa\\. their lunar \·oyal.!l'. \\'ith it:-- t:lllJJha.-.,i:-; 
on ... cientilic di:-tO\'t:ry. a." a moderr~ parallel (Jt' 

( 'ool;·, trailblazin~ lir,t l'>.pedition 

f ~ 1 A. >1 ;;, M I "C " G ~ 

lh a primiti\e hut reliable means. anundl'r-
:.u .tl. 

ill'l\\l'l'll hi, boat·, keel and rlw _,lllp-killrn:;: 
coral. .\ Pol) nc,ian pri<·,t, Tupaia. u,ed the 
~anw nwthod l wo cent uric:-. ago to guide 
J~ndtm·our thmu~h the:;e reef-,trewn water, . 
\·oluntari],· pilotin~ the craft through the ~o­
riel\ Llanrl.', Tupaia, aboard :'hqt with Cook. 
directed i:--lander:-- in accompanyin~ canoe:; to 
plunge into the oea and rheck the depth wher­
t'\.L'r he .... u.--,pectcd clangL'r 

EJ.,e\rhere in _-,uch circum:·;tance~. crewmen 
forc;ed ahearl111 ,mall boat.' to plumb the depth, 
\\·it.h lead-weighted line:-- ln 1 77tl \\ ht>n ('ook 
blunrlercd into "the \-en· jaw> of di,truc;:on" 
the (;reat Barrier Reef-hi, ,hip depended on 
a -,ouncling boat for more than I,()()() mdl·., 
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