
Approved For Release 2000/08/11 CIA-RDP96-00792R000700260001-2 

Rising tide of industry LqJ> tile Inland Sea, from these shipyards and petrochemical 
plants f!ankm)( Shimonoseki Strait at the western entrance all the way to the den,ely 
packed me~alopolis of Osaka at it> ea.:; tern end. Cnprecedcnted growth since \\'orld \\'ar 
I1 ha::. me~hed the regwn\ indu:-:.trial centers into a powerhouse that accounts for more 

shima, jima .... island m1SGki 

Elevations in ~~~e;:e~lack) 
KILOMETERS SO 

STATUTE MILES 

th,,_n ,;. !•Hlr1'1 1f tht~ n<ttit~n \ production The sea resembles a \'USt cunn~\·or Lt::lt tw--\ 
\1. nh the. tbh ;ncl flow of international trade. Through hUL!:l' porb .':lUCh a.'i Kobe, iro.n i.ll:~. 
;, tlt'r":"J:< .t~"· .1:-:: coal pour into the rna\\' of the area'~ strd and textile mi!J:-:, rt:tmenring 
m l(lt..ntie-.., .,,.nb to tl(w,· out to \\orldwide markets 
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