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" PRCBLEMS OF PNILOZOPHY IV 5, 1873

(Translated from the Ruosisn by Marie Wihajlovivuasic
, and Christuphar Bird)

Parapaychology: Fiction or Remlity?

Y. P. Zinchonko, Mamber of the Academy of
Pedegogical Seiences of UB8.8.83.7 4. N. lmsontiov,
Corrensponding Mumbsr of the Acadomy of Fedagogleaml
Scilencos; B, F, Lomov, Moemnber of the Acadsmuy of
Pedagugienl Belences, and A. K. Lurim,

The question put forwnrd in the title cf tihis article

Las been discuzsed fur dscades in world sclentific asud popular
iitaratur@. Long pericds of cala hawe altﬁrnated with pericds
o sgitation with respect tou disclosures on this or thet pars-
nornal phencdmenca, The suthers of the present article do not
regard thouselves ag zpecialists ip the field of parapsychology.

However, the incroage in the number.oz articles {(moustly im
.‘pgpulmr scleantific publicntions) both im our country and abroad,
un parapsychological obmervations as woll as resoarch coudu&t&d
on person® having parsnormal abiliﬁiaﬂ, have foroeod us to
address curselves to this iroue. One must strese that the over-
~ wheluing majority of articles on this toupic are suthored by
Journ?linta and ¢nly in cextsin instances sre articles by
professional scientists, such as paychologizts and physidiosiutw.

publiskad, Though the Journalist¢ic publicaticas often have

. publicity valus, they do pot come up to ths generelly acceptad
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r*gorcus stapndards of scientific rn@bsrch. Nevertboless, they

are often sympatbaticnlly receivad bY acientists of various

disciplinen, not (O gpeak of their tfavorabls recapticvn by the
general public.

In this respect, the rasults ot polls conducted &n 1972
nud made public in January, 1673, by tho editurial board of

the British journal, Hew Sciwntist. are significant. In all,

72,000 quentionnalires vore sont cut, ui tke 1,500 gcientipts

whe respondad, about 70 psr cent wore ol the opinion that paAra-—

-pormal phencuwena axo githar firmly cﬂtahliubad (25 par cant) or

sptirely probable (42 par cont). o

Ve hnve av similar data indicating thke attitude of Boviet
sciontimts tuwnrd this topic, but awny irvesponsiblo publica=-
tionas havo traated parapaychology 4p our country in n w2y which

deeply cuncerns ul. For this rezson, @ boliove that tho timd

 im ripe to exprogs the vicwpoint of the 0.8.8.R. Boclety of

Paychologisis toward parap@ychology, b statuzs ol which wns

discuspod At on® 0! ths westings of the Eocicty'a Preaidiun,

The ¥iald gg Patmpmycholoaicnl Rosaarch

In tbs Eocyclopodis oF of Philoﬁophy, parapaychology is

dofined s a fiold of rensarch which pasically studies (1)

fores of perception nffording & BEIII of Tocoiving inforestion

whioch canpot LD explainsd by the wnown gonses, and (2) correspond=

ipz forss of tho impact of an orgoniss on plysical pioacwana
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occurring outsids the organian wvithout agsistance of muscular
etforts, o.g., by intent, wental influence, atc.
The majority of contemnporary parapsychologints distinguish

the following categouries of phepowena: 'w&‘(wqa$5n‘

V”(_flegathz' Montal communication betwean a perscvh tranS—
mitting information and one rocaiving informsticn (referred to
as the sender and thg rwcipient)z] With the help of telepatdy,
two persons exchange information ;ith no action of the known
sense organs., In essence, telepathy is tha ability to obtain

ipformeticn from another living boing.

V/I:CIcirvoyanco: Perception of certain events, phenocwens,

and objocts, which providos an individual knowledge without the

participation of the known senss Organs,

Praébgpition: The foretelling ¢f events based on the

recepticn of information from the future which cannot be based
_on the la¥s of respon. This may boe a particular type of clair-
. Yoyance. '
Dowsing: The woans by which persons with tﬁe help of an

antenna o rod (& bont metzllic wife,.branch from a tree, etc,)
can allegedly detect the pressnce of undergrourd water, ores,
voids and other target objects. This is ofton referred to as =
'"biophyaical effect."”

_—— "'[xe /f\dq-\(_d <, @’(\ \H \‘__(jf;f ‘ﬁb\‘ \“"\@cw": Q‘*L‘CY— 4““"0’(:‘"‘
7 Paradiaanoaties. &@dical diagnoaia baged on clajirvoyance

oo L Ced gl e ~
tn'which thore is Ro- contact with the pntiant.s-

—

The abova fornas of conaitivity are ofteon lumpad togethar
Approved For Release 2002!11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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'under the ternm extrasensory percsption" or ESP, However,

thoro also exist a class of influences on physical phenomenu

r\Fri

v’(Puycbokinasis Tha~mcntnl influence of-a—peroon on

‘(p ;v\\‘\ Lo !
surrounding objects, for-ingtance, onwthewnormal -electrical

activity.of a plant, or on the position in space of variocus
itonms_(genorally light welght cbjects).
aych&photugraphy. A spacific case of psychokinasia 1n

o e T S prei€cTEct m\‘m o Cencea €d oy f*‘OO)rO [oEatlat Qﬁ\&\%foﬂ-
which a’perzon staring 4nto-the-lens- -0f a-camera—imprints_on —

the-film_ s montsl-represontation of an object that he imagines
but which is in reality not present,
(Baramedicine: Afiieldwconnacted with-parapgycho Iogy"which

gTeee bw
{nvolves unexplained methods of-%reatmsnisauch'&s bealing By o

nen- Y\\v" v (e

"ch[1 "\t H'S4

the -laying on of hands and 8 form of mental muggestion in which - 5

.healing is attempted without immedimte contact, gometimes at a

'mgreat distance,

All theue phenomena are studied by tbe field described
as "parapsychology," and eomotimea termed "psychotronics," or
"peychoenergetics," Not long ago, hypnotic phenomena were
unjustifiably regarded ag parapsychological, Today, in the
context of parapsychology, hypnosis is used as one of the wethods
by vhich‘paranofmal phencwena are allegedly prceduced, but 18
not considered to be paranormal, Often the abilities of yogia
| are. incorrectly considered to be paranormal Sowmetimes even
autrology ig included in the "dimcipline" of parapsycholog}.

To some obzarvers, thare is a mingle underlying nysterious
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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"furce' or e@igmntic “principle" thutvaarvaﬁ sm tho besmis for
uniting and oxplaiﬁing thane phenowmens, However, to congider
such 2 single bagis as adoquats for explaining all the phenomons:
in mu&h g complex fiald of scientific research 1a, in principlﬂ,

@implistic and incorrect.

Brief Historic Ovorview and tke S8tatus of Parapsychology Abrond

Singe anciont tices, paranormal sbilitiesc have been
aécribed to shsmans, wizards, loszes, yogisz, and tha like,
However, we will not uurﬁgy that topic but wili wove to the
gcientific. In Europe, parapsychology, as a method of systemxtic
experimental resgarch and obssrvatiun, cawe into boing in 1882
wvith the organization, in Lepndon, of the Boclety for Paychical
Hesearch, This orgnniiation, which iz still in sxistences, waa
the first parapsycholugical research aocioiy. Since that tiwe,
nunerous analogouus eocigtiau kave bson organized in wany countries,
most of which lested cunly a sbort poriod of time, A4t ths presont
'tinm, there exiat mnhy parapsychkologicel sociagioe; mogt of them
are non-protegsional in nature and enroli only a2 gmall noaber-
ship. 38ome of’tna'societiaa are provided witb sumall laboratoriss
by private funds and by the dues collected from tho organizational
.neaberwhtp. Bcientifically~orisnted meabora of the professional
socioties are affiliatod with td® Pﬁrapnycholcgical Associntion.'
aen internaticnal organizatioca which hes ito boadquarters in ths

United Sintcez. In 1859, tho Americsn Association for the
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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Advanceusgnt of Science, which unites varicus sciontitic
sccieties in the United States, admatted the Parapaychological
Assccintion to its wewmbership.

Parspsychological research {n tha'U.B.A. iz carried on
at a limitsd numbsr of univorﬁition and cther scientific re-
gearch centers. According to unvfficial sources, the Amsrican
federal gbvernm@nt spends betwesn ons-halt and one aillion
dullars a year on parapaycholougical resoarch, Sowme large firws
alsu'land finsncial support to the remearch. Uze® such new
organization is8 tho corporation recently croated by Edgsr Mitchell,
the American asironaut who was involved iu four sessions of
ﬁttempted telopathic comzunication during his flight to the woon,.
(A definitive, credible result was not obtained from this study.)
The goal of Mitcholl's corporatidn in tu develop parancrexl
human abilities and to carry on resparch in such aress as para-~
medicine and psychokipenia. Mitcholl kopes to make his corporation
sslf-supporting. Among its consultanis are the wvell-known
«space scientist ¥erner von Braun, 28 well ss several sciontistis
from fairly rcﬂyéctnbla repearch contera. Aan Academy of
Parap&ycholcgy and Medicine iz also active in the United Sitntes,
with ita bnadquartara im California.

According to statistics compiled by parapcycholoaista,'
tharé exigt nore than 240 laboratories auﬂ gocieties in 30
countries of tha world. However, thiez estimate significantly

uverntates tho soioentific work beirg done in parapaychology.
Approved For Release 2002!11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 |



Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3

Furtherwoxe, the najurity vf thespe organizations pximt in the U.B.A.
Indapendent and, =8 8 rule, small-scale scisntific re-
-eenrchhprojectz vf 8 parapsychological nature are uncertaken
from time to time in the medical laboratories of the U.8.A. It
is knOWnlthat in these labouratories, computer-pssisted research
aimad at satablishing the existénce cf extranensbry percebtion

is beipg performed,

Yoreignlpublicaticns

Results «f parapaychologicsl research RTE usually pﬁb;v
lished ip specialized journals in = number of countries, 1In
 Amcr1ca there are wore than ten such Jcurnals, as well as five
in ths United Kingduﬁ, aix in Italy, and two in France. Several
of tbese publicatiuvns imcourporate parapsychology and astrology.
.There are alsu publiéatiunn_in wany other Eurcopean countries and
s in Japén, In addition, some scientific publishing houzea pub-
:.lish a large number of parapsychulougical wonographs as wsll asm
preceedings of parapsychological conferences and sywmposia,
Material on parnysycholmgy,,eapeciallj of 5 sensational

nature, is given broad exposure in such publicatiuns as.Look

and Stern. Uccasionally, such respectable scientific journals

as Science and Nature publish articles about parapzychology; As

Aa rule, hcwever, scientific journals in the fields of paychélogy, ’
puysiviovgy, Qud the utber sciences o not publish articles on

parapmychulogiﬂa‘ rosgarch, ctwagr 1860 and 187 the wourld's
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 CIA RDP96- 00787R000500320001
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scientific psychologicnl Journals publisbed only 13 experimental
parapeychological investigations, Cf that numb@r, positive
results were reported in eight cases, the existence of para=-
normal phenucena in the other five being uncontirned.‘ It is
interesting that durmng the same poricd, the world's parapsy-
chological joeurnals published 143 oxperimental roaearch projecta
with pusitive results, and 19 vith negative ones (Billig, 1872),
This number dues not include surveys, critical notes, and reo-
portg about uncontrolled observations, A large number of hande
vooks and textbucks on how to conduct parapsycholagical resaareh‘
bave been published as well, the latest, a study guide by R. H.
Ashby, appearing in 1v72.

The Internaticnal Union ui Paycbolcgical Science hag not
accepted reports on parapsychological research for pressntation
at iis Ccngresnses, A Bole exceptlon was made at the 20th
Internaticnal Coungress of psychology, held in Tokyo in 1972,
when & report by the Awerican parapsychologist 8. Krippner, was
presented.

¥hile discussing publicntiona, one shuuld not oait certnin '
. attempts at political gain connected with parapsychology. ¥e
pave in mind primarily a bock by 8, ustrander and L, Schroeder,

Peychic Discoveries Behind the Irun Curtain. This book wam

written as & result of the authors' visit in 1968 to the U.S.S.R},
Bulgaria, and Cczechoslovakia, Tha authors (who are not scientista)

- cumpesed a low-lovel work with cheap publicity as iis main goal.
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 |
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The “p#rzpsycholcgy" in their bcok ia used to advertise emnti-
Suvietiswe and vice-versa., The whule effort was very suéceastul
commercially and in less than twu years fho beok wtnt'through-.
five printings. However, the'bock_is written at = very low
professicnal level, abouunds in factual arrora,.&nd containg
overtly anti-Scviet statexmonts,. _Fu:thermoie, it éxaggerntas

the “achlevemeats of Buciet “parapsycholcgists.” Cne often na@té
with similar exaggar#tions un Soviet "parapsycholegical achieve-
 ments” in the ¥Wostern wedia, especially in parnpsyéhological
publicaticné aad the mass press, but usually without suc& opanly
aupti-Scoviet oﬁertonéa. Fraqﬁently, one epcounters apecﬁlatiun&
bou the tbeme of parapsychclegy and national defense, plycbnlcgicar
wurinre, intalligence‘gathering, etc. All thig spéculation
probably é;rves as a weans uI‘bbtaiping iiﬁancinl gupport for
parapsycholugical research. Huwévér, tho general ptream cof Paru~'
psychelogical literature eisply does nct coatnih evidance that

these applicationg of parapaycholugy are frequently wmade,

Parapsychology in the H.§.§Q£.

In the 14208, Profesaoyr L, L. Vasiliev, a studént é!
Academician V. ¥, Behkterev, conducted resenrch in leningrad in
the rreas of telepgthy and clairvoyance, Bebkterev originslly
Joined vasiliev in this work. Similar research waa conducted in
the Ukraine by B. B, Esxhinnky; b@th Yagiliev and Kazhinsky

- met furth the rosults of thoir roasarch ip sclentific monogrnp

Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96- 00787R000500320001 -3



Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 . 10,

" and bocks (2.g., Vasiliev, 1964) .

In the U.S.S.R. there is no‘suciety which unites parsa-
paychologists, The proponents uf thip kind of research have
from time to time juined together to work within secticns of

" othsr socleties which have usually been scientific and teckei-
cal in character. 1In 1965, = bioinformational section was
érganized within thg Koscuw Divisicn of the Popov Sciontitic~
Technical Society fur Kadio~Epngineering and Electro-Comrmunication.
The basic area invemtigated by that group has been telepathic
cownunication.

in 1967, an All-Union Secticn for Ta&bnical Parapsycbolugy

| hnd Bivintrescopy was organized within the Central Administ¢ration
of the Bciontific-iechnical Society c¢f tho Instrument-Building
Indugtry. In 1868 and 1871 two scien&ific technicel seminsars on
the "bicphysical effect' (e.g., dowsing) wor? held under its
auvsplces; in addition, a2 joint coawission for coordinating work
on the groblem of the "biuphysical effect" was ¢lected. There
.are uther 1nd1vidunla and smsll groupa working in vaxrious fenﬁarch

" 4nstitutions and scientific organizations who, either during
their working tiwe or their spare ties, conduct ressarch on para-
paychulougical effects, | '

In Nizheil Tagil and other cities in the Urals, ressarch
on the "derwal-cptical effect” (the so-called "effect of Rozs
wilashewe”) hag been conductsd. for a nweder of ywars, ‘Deranl
vision” ig often included in the circle af parapsychological

Approved For Release 2002/11/18 Cléh DP96 00787R000§09ﬁ%01%
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into account the rasuits of numerous vérificafiong and analqgous
caseg obaserved both abroad and, more recently, in Moscow, it
would seem that the "dermal vision” phenvmenon actuvally sxists.
and requires carcful study. For the time being, however, it 1is
certainly difficult to make definite conclusions about its

mechanisme,

Publications 4in the U.S.3.R.

In the U.8.5.R,, materials concerning parapsychology are
uéually published in cullections of abatracts and the'procéedu
ings of different éonferencen and symposia, Thus, in 1972, five
raporte on psychokinesis were published in the proceedings of &
conference ontitled "Some Questions on the Biodynamics and Bilow
energetics ofvtha Organisu in Normal and Pathological Btates;
Biostimulation by Laser Radiation,” beld at Kazakh 8tate University,
- 8oviet parapsychologists occasgionally publish their results in
‘ technical journals (e.g., Radiétachnology).but, for the uost part,

- they appear in popular science magazinos with mass circulation

(targetod wmainly at young people) and 1n nowspapers, Usually
. these articles present raports about foreign accompliahmentm.
A great number of stories are written by journalists who,
witk their characteristic penchant for exsggeration and gen~
sationalism,'sometimeﬂ describs barely positive regultis as entirely

credible, These kind of publications are numeroug, It wili

Buff mrawmﬁemss%&z%% *éﬁﬂﬂoﬁ%ﬁ&&&&a&%&&%&fwﬁ '
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The Young Naturalist, and Kncwledge ie Power. In 1873, Sbcialiﬂt

Industry alsc began to treat parapsychological themes, The
popular media usually do not pay any attention tc the negative
results published by pnrapsycholog}cal speclialists 1n”acientific
journals,

| In both Soviet and foreign publications ons may typically
find exaggeratiovns of the results- obtained, Thus, judging by
repurts in the Américan'presé, long distabce telepuathy experi-
ﬁents were organized in 19686 hetwean Moscow and Ncvesibirsk, and
between Moscow and Leningrnd,'whicb achisved positive and -
reliable results, All ¢f this is pure ficticn., In the U.S8.3.R.,

Kiemsuwol Truth reported that in the telepathy teats betvesn

Earth and "Apollo 14," relinble resulis were cbtained., Edgar
Mitchell, an crganizer and participant in these experiéents,
.vrute ths; tha expsrimonts were primarily donse for public
‘relatiuns purpcses, that the results were equivocal, and nore-
uver, that the number ¢{ successas was much lower than the thecry
vf probability would predict, The lntter conclusion would hava
deserved wore attenticun were it not for Mitcholl's statement
about tho "public relativna"” aspect of the experiments. dur

press alsu devoted specizl attemtion to Nioa Kulaginm, who has

becowe a universal object of telepathic and psychokinwatic resgarch,

lun the past decade, nc less than SOO'articlas treating
various aspects of parapsycholcegy were publisbed in the U,B. 3.2,

Megt of th are repurts about poorly conceived “experiments”
Approveg$or eleasé) 2002{11 18 : CIA§RDP96y00787R000500320001?;
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which degerve ne serious attenticon., Thelr authors took no
account «f the standards of precision fornulated for thoce eXx-

periments by the leading parapsychologista themselves,

¥ho are the Parapsychclogists?

The majority of parapsychologists are individualsa vho-
bave had no training in biology or psychology. Awmong tbem ;ra
a significantly large nuumber ¢f workers in the exact scionces:
angineers, mathematicians, and physicists who, as 2 rule, have
no paychclogical training. in the last decade, these specialists
very uiten (and.without sufficlient reason) changed their jobs
for pogiticne in wedical, physicvlogical, or psychologiceal
institutigns. A §umber of them desired to plunge into rasearch;
ing the nu;t wysterious and most interesting thinzs., As a rule,
these parapsycholegists are eithor persons qualified in their
own fields but ungqualified in peycholugy, who bappen to have
vbserved scaee "amnazing" psychological phonomens, or they are
perecns whe have bacows victims of fraudulent charlatans,

Parapsychologists often have an entirely practical.

motivation, for irstance, to dimcover through their studiles of

' telepathy, a new mssng of coummunication in ordar to be abla to

transmit important infourwation, or through their studios of
psychokinesis, to discover a. row form ct emergj in order to trip
the dotocnating switch of an lzmtruwent frow & Jdistance, Strangely

encugh, some. scientists often show thonpsalves to be childizhly
Approved For Release-2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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credulous and paive. Among parapsycholozista, upne can Tind
psychiatrists and dcetors of other specialtios who in their
practice actually do cbserve ancualous pbonomenn which are hard
to explain, Furthermoure, they appear to cvhserve these phonoaans
more often thzun thair cuolleaguesn,
ghere elsu exists a category of rather clever persons ¥hu
‘ottén have nu sericvus background of apy kind, Thezs ars the very
pecple.who assune the role of'propngnndists'and impresarivs for
fbuae who nctually pPuzSCES unusual abilities, Usually, they are
¢be ones whu insist that parapeychology be recognized sz a specisl,
| independsnt science. | ' -

Tbus, among parapsychologists and thbir adSmrents_aré both
serivus specialists and charlatans, 1t 1s necessary to protect
the furmer from persons who rre scientifically unscrupulcous and
who uae,specialista for their own Hurpises,.

The subjects of parnpaychologicnl recearch are'usually
individualﬁ whu pussess heightened sopsitivity. However, sumetimes
they are siaply sick people who suffer from diseawos of the neivous
system, For insiance, people who have vdoreal vision” way alsc

. have distinctly expreased corebral patbologies, fits of hysteris,
.gis. ‘ |

During tho firot docndes of parapaychology'm existonco,

rathor primitive esthuds of recearch and procf vere usod ocuch nu

card gueamsing, ths suggestion of dyeaws or &h@ughta, otc. But

distrufipited %ﬂﬂaﬁé&%iﬂ1/fl'é%‘Wﬂmggﬁfﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ&oﬁﬂamh for mew
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and wore relinble wmeans of prooct. | ':' ' o o
A stream of engineers and physicists had a great influenca
on regeaxch methodolegye Assunming that the human brain cperates
‘1ike an electrunic apparatus and that it is possible to RppLY
to its study concepts taken from curresponding brancbes of

physics, they brought inte parapsychology new methods of rogearch.

This sccuunte for the use of a wholo series of the modern
technical wethods, particularly cumputer and laser techniques;
Many workers in parapsycholugy regard the paranormal
phenumena they are studying as ordinary physical pbenomena based |
cn electrumagnetic radiaticns, They are alscu vf the opinion that
this energy, despite jts small gquantity, can lend itmelf to : 1
| calculation and weasurement, The search for and the nensurewent

of electrousgnetic fields continue, These fields are called by

diffexrent names ("bioplasoa, " “electrogram,“ "biopotential,” etc.)

apd aro combined with the different traditional methods of

regearch (fur instancs, the guessing of one of {ive Zener cards,

.hypnusis at n distence, wmoving vbjects without contact).

ey e ire o

in the tramavork of parapaychology, fine progress haa.been
made with instruments (including the wost sophisticated devices)
ty appraise the functicnal state of {ndividuals. For ipstance,
the "Kirlian effect"” (phdtography of live tissues expoused to
high frequéncy curront} was used Dby pnrapsychologists be:ora it
was used by physiologists and peychologiste. Thus, soms

ipdividual research methods dsveioped in parapsycbology gouncstinesd
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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turn out t¢ bes useful for psycbophysiclogy and exparimental
puychology, even if they were not successful 1n revealing the
nature cof parapsychological pbenomena,

Non-instrumental methods of parapaycholegy are 2lso being
perfecfed. Ten years'agu, L. L, Vaailiev wrote about experi-a
.mentg with "free material” in which the subject attempts to
find out something about a given object among a great numbér of
possiblevobjects, the given object being unknuwn to him at the
woment uf the experiment. Vasiliev (1984:134~135) wrote:
'"The unavoidable shortcoming in such experiments lies in the-
fact that their evaluaticun ism subjective but it im hardly rpossible
to remove this subjectivity.” Since that time, a method of
| analyzing results with the help of ; "jury" wae worked cut, .The
"jury" knowav;hat was“received,' what could have been tranéferred,
and from what was réceived, they sttempted to find out what was
actually transferred. 1f this is pussible; then the existence
of é chapnel of cowmmunication between the points of tranﬁmiﬁaion '
aqd reception is proven, M, M, Bongard and M, S, Swirnov (1867)
wrote about this #nd other necesasary or useful methode in an

article on the requirewents for tolepathic exporiments,

The Problem of Credulity in Parapsychological Research

The history of perapsychology is a histcry of the unnask-
ing o! fraud in which world-famous sclentiats such as Dumitrt

Hendeleyov tb“ American physicist, Robert thera
Approved For Release 200211118 CIA-RDPo& 00787 H0Dbs 0SS
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cecasionally participated. This nnturdlly'has engendered dis-~
trust of parapsychologista ag wWell as irritation on the part
vf the specinliistse thomselves. The distrust 18 increasing be-
cause, all tQu pften, instances-uf cutright mystification and
frauﬁ‘during demonstrations of parnpsycbulugical phenomenn‘are
observable. 1Dbe gecond reascn :9r digtrust is the Iact that
parznermal yhepoﬁenn capnut be reproduced. Therefcre, they do
noé seet requirewents for scieutific acceptance. |

The 1mposeibility ot repruducing parapsychological
phenomcna ijs explsined by puihting to difficulties {n setting up
adequate eXperimenta due priuarily.tu the peculiarity ¢f the
pheaumena‘themselveﬁ. Since they arise during special ptoted
and cunditicns {n real life, it im difficult to recreaie thew in
the laboratuxy. The phenuvmena descrived by parmpsycbologisti
;;gfc trustratlngly uustnblé; they yanish ag gooen 8+ externsl or
1n£ernal conditions becuns unfavoerable. sSuws parnpaychologiﬁts
s*ate that even when favorable conditicns are present, 1t 18 ‘
etill nut poasible tu preserve for long periodsoi tive those
gtates during which parApaychological phenomona capn oCCurl.

- ‘ypis constitutes the aain difficulty in sntorproting
parapsychological phenurona. Parnpsycbolugical literature is
sull of ezcessively senaational descriptivns, like those sbout
1ed Serivs (the subjoct of the Amnarican psychintriat; Jule
E&sonhud) who purportadly vigunlizsd and then paych&kin&tically
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- vxere have bron cagos oisk yaolfensiomal O84S perfamm&rs.'
partidularly eagicians, ©ore invitod to take part im parapoy-
ekologizal coosicn® aa oxXports im ordsr to efpope trighary.
Gonerally ppoaking, therefers, parapaycbolegy itzall? ns boooghd
forth a great puzior of woiheds of aritisal samrsamuond nnd
precoduros whick gan ks wiilized ia tho ézaystificntion ef
those phomowona, Thoro ary oposialists vhe bove bad groas O

| poriomos im tiat £101d in €to Doviot Umiem, Knoawor, D9 |
doncnutrations of franed eha influscco e@aviaawé propontats of
ths velidity of dubicns plonowena, A8 with roligion, oo wAtH

 the ;«sirmml, "faith" 10 pove irportast mn;n tho facts. Tho
ZErecsives urgs to propogandizs paranoruel phononOns 58 v9lil s
8 topdonay . tovard commotionalisa and frawda of egvery kimd are
linkad praecioely to tha¢ “fsith.” - |

1t 13 f148ing %o guota C. H. N, Danmsl (1538) sutkor of

an important sritisal beok oa parapsyehelesy publizied is 1570
in the U.B.8.1. Enesol (10701908) vrets, "Ond 0ang»d catogorie
aally @lalm khag thm Fogules of themy empo

insntd arxy? ouplalinmed
by fravd, but aloo coe asnmnt keliswve that thoy effor fimal procd
of extrooonsery porcoplica.” , | 7 -
T obviounly coms Eawcallod perapsyobological pRIRGEOER
wﬂu?i;;tually do Bmpp@n. Brmdvow, 20 eain olstaslo to €59 posomissdd

of thoir ez2intors? i 6o fost $het the ghoznal for tramsmdotien
inforeation of indlvonsed AD whimeTR, 4% tho procomd timag,
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eiectrouagﬁétic field cf crganisme as a bioleogical lihk orx
ca;rier of 1niormation; The research ig being conducted oﬁ
insects, animals, and humans, but wany ¢vf the researchers du not
Vconnect their work to parapsychulugy, at least not cvertly. The
physical bssis for these phencmena s8till remains to be diacovered.
| Many parapsychologists hold that the physical basis for
the phenumena eludes study becauge sericus science stands aloof
from parapsychological research, Huwever, it seems to ua.that

8 éfeat deal of the blame shculd be amsumed by the parapsycholu-
gists themselves for engaging in many #ctivities'which set them

- apart from serious science.

Scwme Results

‘.
I

In the field oi parnpsycholugy, cne must différentiate
between iuwagined ''supernatural’ phenomena touted by mystics and
charlatans on the vne hand and phencmana which really exist but
‘hzve not yet been satisfactcrily explained scientifically, gither
psychologically or physically, on the oihar. The first require
expuaure and demystification. As for'the second, it is necessary
to ccntinue their study in psychological, physiolugicél, blow=’
physicai,'m&dical, and other scientific inestituticns, However,
the dissouigatign 0f the toutality of parapsychulugicallidaﬁs in
aspects and forms that often aiwm principally at publicity play

a negative rule, snd feed the noeds c¢f unstable perscns who neok

scientifically inscrutable principles, - ST
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An analysis of the status of parapsychology indicates
that it 1s polluted with anti-scientific conceptions and, that,
| to a great degree it has become & field of activity fdf would~be

wexperits,’ Some of those "experts” declare themselves to be
leaders of groups and collaborators in organizations which have
never existed in ocur country. 'The Institute of Technical
Parapsychology'" i8 an example of ?uch an organizaticn, It is
necessary tov put an end tu the activity of poorly qualified but
militant parapsychological "experts' who take upon thaﬁselvea
the role ¢f voluntary and far from ﬁnselfish propagandista and
who issue numerous reports and give leeturea‘on parapsychology
tuf audiences which even include scientisis. Theee lectures
offer an unscrupulous mish-mash of fantagsy and faét.‘ :
Thé‘non—critical gtand toward parapsychology on the part
uf gome soricus scientists can be explained only by‘a lack of
cunceirn for scientific theory and for a sound philosophy of
science. Thus, there is no need for the existence of para-
peschology as a8 special digcipline since the only factor tﬁat
unites parapsychoulogiats is8 the mysterious, enigmatic nature
gurrounding the phenomenz they study. We also hold that the
practice of publishing sensational maferial on parapsfchology
which lacks any scientific basis iﬁ newspapers, magazineg and
populer books, cannot be tolerated, A tradition which self-
respocting Bcienfiats normally foullow is for some reason haing

broken by wany parapsychologists. Thoy need to ndhare to the
Approved For Release 200‘2111118 : C|A-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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practice of eerngs sclentific achievewents beingvpuhliéhad firmst
in the spocialized literature and ¢nly zf<erwvards in popular
editions. | |

Certainly the time hss coume te bring order inte thé
8cientific research and study of tﬁe phenvmena described in

parapaycholoegy. Much of the reseafch'in the field ¢f para-
‘psychulugy ig being done by physicists and engineers, Theréfor@,
it would bé expodient tu assess, at the Institute {or Biophyeics
utlihe U.5.3.k. Academy «f Sclernces and at the Inatitufe for
Froblems o1 Transwitting laformation of the U.8.8.R. Acadamy of
Sciences, the directiuvn and sclentific level «f the study of

the “bicphysical effect’” (diwsing). The eléctromngnetic fields
genarated.yy living organiegms could be likewise nssessed ag a
pussible weans of biolcogical informaticn (telepatny), as well
a8 wany other phenvmena, 1f{ attenticn is paid to these phencmena
frem ihe peint of bilophysics and information théofy, these
efforts will bhelp to dewygtify them.

The psychulugicel ipatitutes «f the U.B8.8.R. Acadaﬁy of
Sciences and of the U,85.8.R, Acadenmy f Pedagogical Sciences |
and other pasychulogicel institutions should also give considera-
tiun to ;ha pusaibility of mounting programs for & strictly
- scientific resesvch into these phencowmsna, Evidéntly it would
| e edvisable tou organizo s laburatorj within cone of tha
paychulogickl 1n§titutioam which would study persons who roally

do possssa unueual abilities. It may ba found that waany of
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3
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these unusual abilities are uut necessarily parancrmal in pature.
The results uf such resaarch after meticulwus verificaticn
should naturally be published first in the scientific literature

and only afterwards in the popular press,

i e 8

We bolieve that the attenticn of aeriqu§ scientific
organizationg toward the phenomena described in parapsychology
could help t¢ discover their true nature as well as to thwart
the_charlatans whé are taking advantage of an understandably
npaturel interest on_fbe pert of a wide éudieneevtoward many
luﬁresolved mysteries of the humaubpsyche. Such an effort could
alse help to discredit the myth about the existence ¢f a major

"parapsycholougical movement' in the U.S.85.R,

T
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