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MEMOBANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Science and Technology

SUBJECT ¢ Office of Research sand Development nnd
Qffice of Technical Service Parsnormmal
Perception Kesearch Project

1. It is recommended that a research and development
investigation of paranormal perception phenomena be initie
. ated with Stanford Research Institute (ERI), &4 proposal
for such on investivation is attached, Since this is 2
tightly directed advanced research project, it is further
recommended that the effort be Jointly funded and ronitored
by the Ofiice of Research and Development znd the Office
of Technicnl Service. The estimated cost for the proposed
effort is $149, 555,

2. The objectives oi the propozged effort ave tworold,
The initial emphasis of the inveatigation will be to char—
acterize 2nd develop paranormal remoto percepiion zsbilities
which appear to have been demonstrated undor controlled
laboratory conditiong by SRI. Since these phenomena are
tnexplained and largely unexplored, the second objective
would be to colicct sufficicent data nnd informetion to
guide the development and assess the value of 3 more cown-
prehensive program,

o« A previous 0TS project, summarirzed in the attached
proposal, indicated the existence of prranormsl perception
phenomena. The phenomens include remote perception of docu-
ments, objects, activities and locations, The demonstrated
reproducibility of such romote perception under controlled
conditions strongly suggests these phenomena are and will
continue to bhe interesting to the intelligence community for
elther offensive opoerntional exploitation or defensive threat
tegessment,

4. The proposed cffort will be concentrated in the
areans described in the Stntement of Work section of the
attached proposail. In sunmary these are: a) Characterica-
ticnn of the remote perception abilities of gifted subjects,
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SUBJECT: OQffice of Research ond Development and
Office of Technical Service Parsnormal
Porception Research Project

with emphasis on those charncteristics- of most importance
to intelligence muatiters such ns resalution, information
transfer rate and accuracy; b) Correlation of physlolog—
ical responses to reliability and sceuracy of parapormal
perception; ¢) Enhancement of those abilities which seem
to be most useful to the intelligence community; znd )
Exploration of new avenues of research discavered during
the course of the program.

5. The proposcd project is well suited to a Jeint
effort by the Dffice of Research and Bevelopuwent and the
Office of Technleal Service., The rroposed investigation
is a tightly directed advanced research project., It
involves the exploration of & demonstrated phencomena to
determine the significonce and limitations of ronote
perception abilities of "gifted" individuals for intele
ligence collections. HNecessarily a naraliel effori
elucidating the fundamentsl nature of the paranormal
perception phenomenn is proposed. This fundamental in-
formation is regquired in order to develop an orderly
comprehensive program which would lead to the hosie
understanding eassentisl for the 211 axploitation of
the phenomena for intelligence activitiesm. It is oxe
pected that the combinstion of attitudes znd experiences
represented by OT3 and ORD will produce timely relevant
results and insure an objective assessment of the signif=
icance of those resulis.

#. The recommended project should be complated hy
Stanford Research Institute, B5RI has produced some of
the most significant investizations in paranornsl nhe-
nomena. This hasg occurred becsuse of the philosephies
and ebililties of fihe principel investipators. These
inveastiyators have established competence in the physical
sciences and in paranormal phenonena research. They have
been responsive to past OTS divectives and are willing to
investigate intelligence related applieations., SRI has
given these investigetors the institutional integrity anpd
facilities necessary to nchieve creditabie research in
both the public and s wmore restrictive private domain,
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SUBJECT: Office of Researech and Develoviment and
Oflice of Technical Service Parnnormsl
Perception Research Project

7. Although the controversy associated with PATR~
normal research may create some unigue sceurity problems,
they are not insurmountabile. These problexms include
embarrassment of being invelved in an agssumed fraud; the
potential adverse propaganda associntod with the use of
psychic nmind altering or contral techniques, and the
fact that some subjects may o of questionable stability.
These potential problems can be controlled because of
the motivation and integrity of the principal investi-
gators., Roth the investigators snd the Institute have
s0lid reputations and derive much of their support from
goverament projects. Invelvement with fraudulent experi-
ments, publication of poor experimentation and copen
associntion with CIA would bhe deletericus to the caveers
of the investipgators and the creditability of the Institute.
For this effort, we recommend a secret level contract but
remain flexible ito other security arrangesents which could
be implemented as deemed necessary.

John N, MclMahon
Director
Gffice of Technicnl Service

Sayre Stevens
Birector
Office of Research and Dovelopment

Enclosure:
' Proposal

idate

Carl E. Duckett
Deputy Direcctor
for
Science and Technology
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Substitute for paragraph ’/3/7/

The objectives of the proposed effort are four—fold.
Approximately 50% of the effort will be directed towards the e
investigatibn of the opportunities for the operational use of "gifted"
individuals; twenty percent will be directed towardSestablishing
those characteristics which will enable us to identify "gifted"
subjects; twenty percent will be directed towardﬁinvestigation of

the neurophysiological correlates of paranormal activities; ten

percent will be directed toward,validation of paranormal experiments,
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