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Economic Reform Conference

Abalkin Answers Questions ou Econesnic Conference -

" LDI1711235989

trum. An unidentified chairman opens the news coafer-
ence:

“Estecmed Indics and gentiemen, we bave invited you to
a meeting in connection with the conclusion of the
sil-union scientific and practical conference on radical
economic reform. This conference opened on Monday
and ended today in the Hall of Columns of the House of

the Unions.” “Today Academician Leonid Ivanovich
Abalkin, chairman of the USSR Council of
Ministers, will share his impressions on the conference
with you.”

messures, Abalkin says, must be taken to imple-
these measures must be

The first question is from a TASS correspondent who
ukgo‘ll.boutthehli:forlhetheoryofthemnﬁﬁouﬂ
peri

. - Smendments can be made in 1991 when
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this complex :
brush it aside, one must be ready for it.
“] cannot as yet fully evaluate what was done
sections—work went on in cight sections, four
tables, and over 200 peopie spoke—all this
looked at sttentively, some interesting idess,

fications may evidently be found there. And
will it be possible to evaluate fully the quality of
discussions.”

that public opinion is vital; attempts

Abalkin responds is
fave been made to play with public opinion and manip-

ulate it. Public opinion must be mobilized—it is

awaiting constructive measures and decisions. The con-

will certainly be very turbulent and contradictory.

e must learn 1o listen and heed one another, we must
overcome social »

An [talian correspondent asks in English about opposs-
tion in society to private ownership.
Abalkin says the law on ownership, like the law oo
taxation must be submitted for nati discussion.
.Asnecmomin.Awkinuynhlhisverycommonfor
Serms 1o be misunderstood, terminology is & source of
nﬁnndumadiumdmudmofmﬁon.Tum‘w
-ﬁmMMthw imter-
preted in different ways, giving rise 0 unnooessary
ic. We must not try 1o put over new thinking in the
old terminology of the 19th Century.
An EL PAIS comrespondent, in Rmtr.uh."l‘hﬁ
WEPAIS.Spain.hhouldhkemlamubom
ruble convertibility—that is one point; then aiso about 8
system of rationing, and third, parallel money—
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total unanimity from them in their assessment
of the inexpodiency and of the socioeconomic unjustifi-
ahility of such a move. It does not feature in the program
of our sctions. If we succeed in implementing the steps
ot have been mapped out in the course of this year and
sext year, then this issue will have been removed from
discussion by the start of the 1990°s. If this program is
oot implemented—if something prevents it from being
earvied through——and if by the end of 1990...by the start
of the 1990's we are unable to stabilize the situation in
e country, then a system of rationing will be incvitable,
St that will be the end of the reform.

“The question of a parallel currency is & question that is

oper o discussion. It is open to discussion. There are

plans and proposais on this soorc, but there has

Been no decision on this matter. There are pros and cons.

%ummw-bmwwmmm.

Reod some more time 10 form a definite opinion, but
here is lets than & month for this.”

!

hmgcmzma:dm&ﬁaﬂlyofﬁc
&pectod 10 wait. tion

Abakin mys everyone is waiting for an inatant mirac.
mﬂ.hmhhnmm{e%mmd‘

NATIONAL AFFAIRS a

s
republics must be given their chance: in 1990 they must

be of ust show that thi
. Whanm!‘heym . t things are

- L™
.AuABCmdeanpuﬁnﬁanhwith super-
imposed Russian translation, asks: “President Bush has
to suococod. What steps

Abalkin answers: “We have a great deal of historical
experience on how to break the opposition. [laughter in
hﬂ]worc,themainmkiuhowlolummholda
dialogue with the opposition. The best way is to compel
the conservatives to do battle with the radicals, while we
get on calmly with the job at hand. {laughter] That would
be the wisest solution, we have both radicals and oonser-
vatives, At the same time, we must take all the valuable
and useful and sensible things offered by both of these,

“Evesything starts at the very beginning: Should state
property be it unaltered, or should we start to mod-
emize and rencw, make it more flexible and start the
process of de-etatization, given labor collectives on this
basis the freedom to decide matters independently and
%0 elect their manager. Or should we maintain the system

istrati i ion. Should we move to a

: imjunct 2
's start circulating. We must convince publicafl market with new laws of regulating it, with flcxible and

, by means of the truth and nothi
shons disappointments ave inevitable
The unfortunate must be made sware of the state’s

mobile prices. Or should we as before keep prices unam-
biguously under harsh state control. A quite normal
minmdermy,nottvuypla.nmonc,hna
normal process of counterposing and weighing up and 5o
forth. At the same time—and this is also a very well
known thing—the existenoe of any opposition -ompels
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500,400 people taking part, at which questions
ked\ about why the issuc of a confederation ygll
being \discussed. The same issue is d
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: ’ . Al 1614 GMT,

) “Thank you for the interest you have shown in the work  ghe Press Dgw.
of our conference and in our commission's work. Thank -

| you.© ALI616 O
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‘Supreme Soviet Session

TV Alrs 20 Nev Supreme Soviet Proceedings

1600 GMT
LD20X1174289

ditori Repmguomw‘!‘elevisiun&rvioekm-
sian at 1600 GMT, on 20 November begins ¢ ng a
sy of the 20 November Suprefne Soviet
morning seshjon in the Kremlin.

The morning sssion is chaired by Nishgfov, who says
there is a quoruly for the joint session of ghe Soviet of the
i ) Union and Soviet of Nationalities ghd declares the
! ‘ session open. He'gtates that if the agenda is not com-

pleted this week, il is not excluded tjiat the session may
have 10 continue next week. A draft Jaw on the press may
find its way into the agends if documentation is pro-
: vided in time. Today\the general Srinciples of managing
[ the national economw\of the repgiblics will be discussed,
. further aspects may bencluded n accondance with notes
submitted by deputies.

At 1604 GMT, an unidentjfied Baltic people’s deputy
' asks about a debate on Draft Law on Financial
: Autonomy of the Baltic R&publics.

LA sy

sutonomy.

\ At 1608 GMZ, Bichksuskas prokests that one issue,

! samely repulican autonomy, wad excluded from the

agenda: igh nov says this is not 50} and puts an end to
matters.

poodu

v

S p2011175789
i At 1610/GMT, People's Deputy Nikdiskiy of the Com-
Law n the Press is not on agenda.
At 1611 GMT, Obolenskiy asks abogt a decision on moming session proceedings in the|Kremlin.
ing & e

e At 1635 gmt, Ab-!kinsmmthat,wi m‘.:‘dbtlz rrrrr
At 1612 GMT, Deputy Vulfson says tbat on /I8 the draft law, Article 6, coumeratcs !
November a demonstration was held in Riga wi of the republics. The financial basis local soviets

{Editorial Report] Moscow Televigior Service in Re&
sian at 1635 Gl}'l‘, ON 20 November oonml r
recorded relsy of the 20 Novem! Supreme SOTC

vy




